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ARG ANÁLISIS DETALLADO 

case029_Debate final Massa Milei 2023： Producción y Trabajo, Seguridad, DDHH y Convivenc.es 

Broadcast: TV Pública Argentina-Sendung  |  Analyzed: 2026-05-22 20:35 

Version 3.0-detail  |  Universal 3.0-detail  |  Konverter 3.4 (2026-05-20)  |  Standard: Ley 26.522 Art. 3 

 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

4.5/10 Significant imbalance 

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Classification based on Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each 
party is rated on a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 

Party UxP HCF UCR PRO LLA 

CHES 3.00 5.00 5.50 7.50 9.00 

Spectrum Left Center Center Right Right 

 

The overall tendency is presented on a 0–10 scale (0 = strongly left-favoring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favoring). The calculation is based on the difference in average favoritism of left vs. right parties (grouping per CHES 
2024). 

TENDENCY (L − R) 4.7 / 10 Balanced 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

← Left Right → 

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center 

 

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score. 

 

  

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/
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POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 

 

In December 2023, Javier Milei (La Libertad Avanza) assumed the presidency after winning the runoff with 55.7% 
against Sergio Massa (Unión por la Patria) with 44.3%. The LLA government holds a legislative minority and depends 
on variable alliances with PRO and sectors of federal Peronism. The main opposition is Unión por la Patria 
(Kirchnerism), with a strong presence in the Senate and in provincial governorships. 

Party CHES L-R Chamber 
Seats 

Government/Opposition Central position 

FIT-U 1.0 ~5 Opposition Nationalization, debt non-payment 

Unión 
por la 
Patria 
(UxP) 

2.5 ~99 Main opposition Present state, national industry 

UCR 4.5 ~33 Opposition Social market economy, republicanism 

Coalición 
Cívica 

5.5 ~6 Opposition Progressive liberal 

Hacemos 
Coalición 
Federal 

6.0 ~18 Swing Federal Peronism, center-right 

PRO 7.0 ~37 Partial ally Free market, state modernization 

La 
Libertad 
Avanza 
(LLA) 

9.0 ~38 Government Dollarization, chainsaw, total deregulation 

 

The main line of conflict is the dispute between the drastic fiscal adjustment model pushed by LLA and the defense of 
social spending and national industry sustained by UxP and allies. A second structural tension pits the vision of 
unrestricted economic openness (LLA) against productive protectionism (Peronism in its various forms). The question 
of human rights and historical memory constitutes a deep fault line, especially given Milei's statements about the 
dictatorship. Finally, the debate over the role of the state in the economy — privatizations, public media, universities 
— cuts across all coalitions. 

TV Pública Argentina operates under Ley 26.522 on Audiovisual Communication Services, which in its article 3 
establishes pluralism, informational diversity, and equal access to information as objectives. The Milei government 
pushed for the closure of Télam (2024) and the debate over the privatization of TV Pública, generating tensions over 
the editorial independence of the outlet. In the context of the 2023 runoff, TV Pública was the official host channel of 
the presidential debate, which gave it an especially demanding institutional responsibility for neutrality. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schlaepfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  - Address:    SVFAB, P/O-Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 3 

 

 

CHAPTER 1 — POLITICAL-PARTISAN BIAS 

 

Evaluation by party 

Party Score (-
5..+5) 

Representation in the broadcast vs. programmatic position 

La Libertad 
Avanza (LLA) 

+1 02:03 [ES] "me resulta bastante simpático el ministro Massa hablando de crear 2 
millones de puestos de trabajo" — Programmatic position: deregulation, fiscal 
adjustment, free market — Milei's proposals (OECD-style labor reform, spending 
reduction, openness) are presented with relative fidelity although with an aggressive 
tone; there is no factual correction from the moderator in response to controversial 
claims — partially correct 

Unión por la Patria 
(UxP) 

+1 04:05 [ES] "hoy las mujeres en la Argentina frente a la misma tarea no reciben la 
misma remuneración hay un 23 por de diferencia" — Programmatic position: present 
state, industry protection, labor rights — Massa's proposals (nurseries, pay equality, 
regional economies, program 814) are presented faithfully to the UxP platform; they 
also receive no factual correction from the moderator — partially correct 

PRO 0 Does not appear as an independent actor; Patricia Bullrich is mentioned (23:26 [ES] 
"los inhibidores en las cárceles que sacó Patricia Bullrich tu nueva compañera") only 
as a lateral reference — not represented 

UCR 0 Absent from the debate — not represented 

FIT-U 0 Absent from the debate — not represented 

 

Summary of partisan bias 

•  Most accurate representation: La Libertad Avanza and UxP, both with score +1 (bilateral debate with direct 
exposure of proposals) 

•  Greatest distortion: PRO, UCR and FIT-U, score 0 (total absence, two-way debate format) 

•  Average deviation from 0: 0.4 

•  Conclusion: The bilateral debate format between Massa (UxP) and Milei (LLA) means that only two of the seven 
relevant parliamentary spaces have direct representation. The positions of both candidates are presented with 
relative fidelity to their platforms, although the confrontational tone and the absence of corrective moderation 
distort the perception of the truthfulness of the claims. The structural exclusion of third forces (UCR, PRO, FIT-U) 
constitutes in itself a representational bias, although it responds to the runoff format. 

General Left-Right Tendency 

TENDENCY SCORE: +0.3 

CLASSIFICATION: Balanced with a slight tendency favorable to the left 

Justification: The two-way debate format in the runoff structurally limits the possibility of a pronounced editorial bias, 
since both candidates have equal time and symmetric access. However, a slight asymmetry is detected in the 
moderator's treatment: Milei's most controversial claims (characterization of the lockdown as a "crime against 
humanity," 37:13; reference to "la banda de los expropiadores," 02:51) do not receive moderator intervention 
equivalent to that applied when the candidates interrupt each other. The general framing of the human rights segment 
marginally favors Massa's framing by placing the topic in the context of the "40th anniversary of democracy." 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 2 — BROADCAST INFORMATION AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK 

 

Broadcast data 

•  Title: Presidential Runoff Debate 2023 — TV Pública Argentina 

•  Date: October/November 2023 (runoff November 19, 2023; debate prior to that) 

•  Estimated duration: Approximately 38 minutes of transcript (analyzed fragment; full debate of greater duration) 

•  Presenter: Institutional moderating voice (not identified by name in the fragment) 

•  Persons interviewed: 

Actors Role Party/Affiliation Political spectrum 

Sergio Massa Presidential candidate / 
Minister of Economy in 
office 

Unión por la Patria 
(Kirchnerism) 

2.5 — center-left 

Javier Milei Presidential candidate / 
National Deputy 

La Libertad Avanza 9.0 — libertarian right 

 

Main topic 

Presidential runoff debate between the two finalist candidates, structured in thematic blocks: production and labor, 
security, human rights, and democratic coexistence. 

Context of the public debate 

The debate takes place in the context of the most polarized runoff in recent Argentine democratic history, with an 
unprecedented ideological gap between the two finalists. Massa represents the continuity of the Kirchnerist model with 
his own nuances, while Milei proposes a radical break with the state paradigm in place since 2003. The Argentine 
economy was at that time going through a severe crisis: annual inflation above 140%, negative Central Bank reserves, 
and a strained agreement with the IMF. The debate on human rights takes on special relevance given that Milei had 
publicly questioned the official figure of 30,000 disappeared persons during the dictatorship, generating national and 
international controversy. 

Absent voices 

•  Independent economists (CEDES, FIEL, IERAL): Would have provided factual verification of the employment 
figures, fiscal deficit, and historical comparisons cited by both candidates. 

•  Human rights organizations (Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo): Would have contextualized the democratic memory 
segment with the perspective of direct victims. 

•  SME representatives (CAME, CGERA): Would have assessed the real viability of the tax and labor proposals from 
the small business perspective. 

•  Constitutional law scholars: Would have analyzed the constitutionality of the proposals to reform the Penal Code 
and the security system. 

•  Criminology and public security experts: Would have contrasted the empirical evidence on the Giuliani model and 
Becker's theory as applied to the Argentine context. 

•  Trade union representatives (CGT, CTA): Would have contributed the workers' perspective on the labor reform 
proposals and the elimination of severance pay. 

•  Social policy specialists: Would have assessed the proposal to convert social welfare plans into formal 
employment using comparative evidence. 

•  Foreign trade experts: Would have contextualized the claims about commercial openness and exports with data 
from international organizations. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 3 — 15 CRITERIA: DETAILED ANALYSIS 
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Hard Facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically verifiable 

 

1. EXPERT SELECTION 3/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Expert 1: Javier Milei — presidential candidate / self-declared economist 

 

Timestamp: 02:03 

Claim: [ES] "la cantidad de empleados en el sector privado está estancado desde el año 2011 en torno a los 6 
millones" 

Classification: Presidential candidate with economics training; cites labor market data as a campaign argument. 

Absent opposing voice: An economist from INDEC or the Ministry of Labor could have verified or refuted this figure 
with disaggregated official data. 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Milei is a presidential candidate funded by his party (LLA) and private donors. The direct interest is to 
win the election; every technical claim is subordinated to that objective. 

(b) MANDATE: His mandate is political-electoral, incompatible with technical neutrality in the presentation of 
economic data. 

D1 Conflict of interest: -2 — Presidential candidate with a direct interest in discrediting the opponent's economic 

management 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — His claims are public and verifiable, which implies some reputational risk 
D3 Technical competence: +1 — Economics training, but the area of the claim (labor market) is not his main specialty 
D4 Consistency of opinion: +1 — His positions on the stagnation of private employment are consistent with his public track 

record 
D5 Emotionalization vs. data: -1 — Mixes data with qualifiers ([ES] "banda de los expropiadores," 02:51) that distort the 
analytical framing 
D6 Source level: -1 — Does not cite a primary source for the figure of 6 million private employees 
TOTAL: -1 → TRAFFIC LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE: The broadcast presents Milei as a technical-economic interlocutor without 
indicating that his claims are campaign positions not independently verified. This constitutes an implicit form of 
technical legitimization of a political actor. 

Expert 2: Sergio Massa — presidential candidate / Minister of Economy in office 

 

Timestamp: 04:05 

Claim: [ES] "hoy las mujeres en la Argentina frente a la misma tarea no reciben la misma remuneración hay un 23 por 
de diferencia" 

Classification: Minister of Economy in office and presidential candidate; cites labor statistics as a campaign argument. 

Absent opposing voice: A specialist in labor or gender economics could have contextualized whether the 23% 
corresponds to a gross or occupation-adjusted wage gap. 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Massa is a UxP candidate and Minister of Economy in office; dual conflict of interest: electoral 
interest and defense of his own management. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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(b) MANDATE: His mandate is political-electoral and governmental management; incompatible with technical 
neutrality. 

D1 Conflict of interest: -2 — Candidate and minister in office; direct interest in presenting data favorable to his management 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public, verifiable claims 
D3 Technical competence: +1 — Economics and public management training 
D4 Consistency of opinion: +1 — Position consistent with the UxP platform on gender equality 
D5 Emotionalization vs. data: 0 — Balance between data and emotional appeal 
D6 Source level: -1 — Does not cite a primary source for the 23% wage gap 
TOTAL: 0 → TRAFFIC LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE: The broadcast does not indicate that Massa presents data from his own 
management as minister, which constitutes an unexplicated structural conflict of interest. 

Absent expert groups: 

•  Independent economists for verification of macroeconomic data 

•  Public security specialists for the corresponding segment 

•  Legal scholars for the human rights and legal reform segment 

 

Source Credibility Overview: 

Source D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 Total Signal 

Javier Milei — 
presidential candidate / 
self-declared economist 

-2 +1 +1 +1 -1 -1 -1 YELLOW 

Sergio Massa — 
presidential candidate / 
Minister of Economy in 
office 

-2 +1 +1 +1 0 -1 0 YELLOW 

 

Summary (result of the matrix as a structured list): 

•  Milei: YELLOW TRAFFIC LIGHT (-1) — Severe electoral conflict of interest, data without primary source, mix of 
analysis and rhetoric 

•  Massa: YELLOW TRAFFIC LIGHT (0) — Dual conflict of interest (candidate + minister), data without primary 
source, greater emotional/technical balance 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check) 

 

Source 1: Gary Becker — "Crime and Punishment" (1968) 

 

Timestamp: 13:58 

Claim: [ES] "ese desastre que acá aplica hoy ya había ocurrido en Nueva York en la década del 60 y eso fue atacado 
y resuelto por Gary Becker en un trabajo que se llama Crimen y Castigo del año 1968" 

(a) Funding and ownership: Academic work in the economics of crime; legitimate primary source. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: None in the original source; the conflict lies in the political selection and use of 
the source by Milei. 

(c) Is a source providing a contrary view missing? Yes: criminological studies questioning the direct applicability 
of the Becker-Giuliani model to Latin American contexts are completely absent. 

Source 2: Rudolf Giuliani — New York security model 

 

Timestamp: 14:03 and 15:00 

Milei's claim: [ES] "puesto en práctica por Rudolf Giuliani y resolvió el problema en Nueva York" 

Massa's claim: [ES] "el libro que cuenta lo que hice en tigre está prologado y presentado acá en la Argentina por 
Rudolf Giuliani" 

(a) Funding: Giuliani is a US political figure; his endorsement of Massa is a political, not a technical, fact. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Both candidates use Giuliani as an authority endorsement; neither mentions the 
controversies surrounding the "zero tolerance" model nor its subsequent academic questioning. 

(c) Absent opposing source: Studies on the negative effects of the Giuliani model (criminalization of minorities, 
police brutality) are completely absent. 

Rumor verification (penalty points): 

Rumor 1: 

Timestamp: 07:44 

Claim: [ES] "el último libro que escribiste tenés tres denuncias de plagio de haber copiado otros autores" 

Verbal marker: "tenés tres denuncias" — claim without a cited primary source 

Primary source available: No — penalty point (+1) 

Rumor 2: 

Timestamp: 23:01 

Claim: [ES] "en la lucha contra el narcotráfico no hay un solo policía preso no hay un solo policía muerto Eso quiere 
decir que baja la orden del poder político" 

Verbal marker: "quiere decir que" — causal inference without evidence 

Primary source available: No — penalty point (+1) 

Summary: The source selection is markedly scarce and self-referential; both candidates cite sources favorable to 
themselves without the moderator requesting verification. The two claims without an identified primary source add 
2 penalty points to the base score of 4, resulting in 6/10. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 1/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Estimated speaking time: 

•  Sergio Massa: approx. 14 min. (37%) 

•  Javier Milei: approx. 14 min. (37%) 

•  Presenter: approx. 2 min. (5%) 

•  Interruptions and overlaps: approx. 8 min. (21%) 

Summary: The distribution of time between the two candidates is notably symmetric, with approximately 6 minutes 
assigned per thematic block to each, as indicated by the moderator himself (12:36 [ES] "ambos candidatos han 
tenido 6 minutos cada uno"). The low score reflects that equitable time distribution is the only balance criterion 
applied, without any additional diversity of voices. 
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4. OMISSION (Selective omission) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Omission 1: 

Context 
Milei's statements about the dictatorship and the 30,000 disappeared persons, which had 
generated intense public controversy in the weeks prior to the debate, are not addressed in the 
human rights segment. 

Relevant at: 25:47 — Human rights and democratic coexistence segment 

Effect 
The omission allows the human rights segment to proceed without Milei being confronted with his 
most controversial prior statements about historical memory, depriving the audience of central 
information for evaluating his actual position. 

 

Omission 2: 

Context 
The characterization of the lockdown as a "crime against humanity" (37:13) by Milei receives no 
moderator intervention or legal verification, despite being a claim of high legal and political impact. 

Relevant at: 37:13 — Quote: [ES] "Este es un gobierno criminal Un gobierno que cometió un delito de lesa 
humanidad con la cuarentena durante la pandemia" 

Effect 
The absence of correction or legal contextualization grants a legally questionable claim the same 
implicit validity as any other statement in the debate. 

 

Omission 3: 

Context 
The debate on labor reform (elimination of severance pay, OECD-style unemployment insurance) 
completely omits the perspective of workers and their representative organizations. 

Relevant at: 11:58 — Quote: [ES] "lo que estás diciendo es que le vas a eliminar el derecho a la indemnización a 
los trabajadores" 

Effect 
The debate on labor rights is reduced to an exchange between two candidates without those 
directly affected having representation, distorting the perception of social consensus on the topic. 

 

Summary: The most serious omissions are the absence of confrontation with Milei's prior statements about the 
dictatorship in the human rights segment, and the lack of correction in response to legally questionable claims. 
These omissions are not neutral: they structurally benefit the candidate who makes the most controversial claims. 
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5. MANIPULATION OF FIGURES 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 02:14 

Figure: [ES] "la cantidad de empleados en el sector privado está estancado desde el año 2011 en torno a los 6 
millones" 

Dimensions: (a) absolute value presented ✓ — (b) proportion relative to total labor force absent ✗ — (c) trend 

disaggregated by period absent ✗ 

Absent context: The growth of public employment, informal employment, and variation by sector are not mentioned; 
the isolated figure suggests total stagnation when the reality is more complex. 

Effect 
Creates the impression that no employment was created in 12 years, omitting that informal 
employment and public employment had different dynamics. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 04:21 

Figure: [ES] "hay un 23 por de diferencia" (gender wage gap) 

Dimensions: (a) absolute value presented ✓ — (b) not specified whether it is a gross or occupation-adjusted gap ✗ 

— (c) historical trend absent ✗ 

Absent context: The difference between the gross wage gap (which includes differences in occupation and hours 
worked) and the adjusted gap (same task, same company) is methodologically crucial; Milei points this out (05:18) 
but also provides no source for his counter-figure. 

Effect 
The debate on the wage gap becomes an exchange of unsourced figures, making it impossible for 
the audience to evaluate which is correct. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 35:06 

Figure: [ES] "desde tu gestión desde 50 cayó a 92 al tipo de cambio paralelo" 

Dimensions: (a) absolute value presented ✓ — (b) no specification of what period or what reference exchange rate 

✗ — (c) context of the "Masazo" devaluation absent ✗ 

Absent context: The reference to the parallel exchange rate without specifying a date or comparison with inflation 
for the period distorts the assessment of the real impact. 

Effect 
The isolated figure suggests a catastrophic fall without the audience being able to evaluate the full 
macroeconomic context. 

 

Summary: Both candidates use figures without citing primary sources and without providing the three dimensions 
necessary for a correct evaluation. The moderator does not at any point request the source of the statistics 
presented, which turns the debate into an exchange of unverifiable numerical claims. 
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION (Culpable contact) 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Association 1: 

Timestamp 02:51 

Quote 
[ES] "aparece la banda de Los expropiadores con la idea de la justicia social la redistribución del 
ingreso la igualdad de oportunidades y con todo eso va y le roba el resultado del fruto de su 
trabajo" 

Technique: Equating redistributive policies with theft and organized criminal activity ("banda"); association of 
Kirchnerism with delinquency. 

Effect 
Suggests that any redistributive policy is equivalent to a crime, criminalizing a legitimate political 
position. 

 

Association 2: 

Timestamp 32:05 

Quote 
[ES] "la casta se compone de los políticos Ladrones Los que hacen cosas en contra de la gente 
los tenés todos con vos" 

Technique: Association of Massa with "la casta" defined as a group of corrupt actors; the enumeration (politicians, 
rent-seeking businesspeople, trade unionists) constructs an implicit network of complicity. 

Effect 
Discredits Massa by association with negative actors without specific evidence of personal 
unlawful conduct. 

 

Association 3: 

Timestamp 34:16 

Quote [ES] "está claro trabajó para Urquía y para las AFJP está claro" 

Technique: Association of Milei with two actors perceived negatively by the Kirchnerist electorate (agro-industrial 
businessman and private pension system); the repetition of "está claro" functions as a marker of obviousness that 
requires no demonstration. 

Effect 
Discredits Milei based on his prior work history without analyzing whether that experience 
constitutes a real conflict of interest. 

 

Chain of association (Milei on Massa): Kirchnerism → "banda de expropiadores" → theft → impoverishment of 
Argentines → Massa's personal responsibility 

Summary (category assignment with matrix justification): 

•  Milei on Kirchnerism: Category B (partially grounded in management data, partially speculative in the equation with 
delinquency) 

•  Massa on Milei (AFJP/Urquía): Category B (verifiable work history data, but the inference of a current conflict of 
interest is speculative) 
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•  Both candidates use the guilt-by-association technique symmetrically, which reduces unilateral bias but does not 
eliminate the problem of informational quality. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schlaepfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  - Address:    SVFAB, P/O-Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 16 

 

 

7. TIMING 4/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Position: 37:13 (end of the human rights segment, before the close) 

Content: [ES] "Este es un gobierno criminal Un gobierno que cometió un delito de lesa humanidad con la 
cuarentena durante la pandemia acorde al estatuto de Roma de 1998 artículo 7 inciso K" 

Timing effect: The most extreme claim of the debate is placed at the close of the last thematic segment, 
immediately before the commercial break and the closing speeches. This maximizes impact on the audience's 
memory (recency effect) without leaving time for rebuttal or correction. 

 

Finding 2: 

Position: 00:00 (debate opening, first segment) 

Content: Massa opens with constructive employment proposals (2 million jobs, incentives for exporting SMEs); Milei 
responds with criticism of the management. 

Timing effect: The draw order places Massa in the agenda-setter position in the first segment, allowing him to define 
the terrain of the economic debate before Milei can establish his own frame. 

 

Summary: The most significant timing effect is the placement of the "crime against humanity" claim at the end of 
the human rights segment, with no time for correction or contextualization. The moderator does not intervene to 
signal the legal gravity of the claim or to request substantiation. 
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 3/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage amplifies the finding. Score = outrage level (0–5) + selectivity (0–5) 

 

Methodological principle (v2.2): Before each evaluation, the triggering event is documented. A reaction can only 
be evaluated as selective if comparable triggering events in other positions did not generate an analogous 
reaction. 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 05:53 

Triggering event: Milei questions the 23% wage gap figure and states that [ES] "esa diferencial que hablas es falso" 
(05:42) 

Reaction: [ES] "desgraciadamente esa permanente mirada despectiva de las mujeres vuelve a aparecer en él" 
(Massa, 05:53) 

Comparison 
When Massa makes equally questionable claims about economic data (e.g., 35:20 on the 
sustainability guarantee fund), Milei responds with alternative data but not with a characterization 
of "contemptuous attitude" toward any group. 

Asymmetry: Massa converts a technical disagreement about statistical methodology into an accusation of 
discriminatory attitude toward women; the moderator does not intervene to indicate that the disagreement is 
methodological, not attitudinal. However, the asymmetry is between candidates, not between the moderator and the 
candidates, which limits the scope of the finding for evaluating the broadcast's bias. 

 

Degree of outrage: 2/5 

Selectivity: 2/5 

Summary: The selective outrage detected is primarily between candidates, not from the moderator or the 
broadcast as such. The moderator does not show differential outrage in response to the claims of either of the two 
candidates, which limits this criterion as an indicator of editorial bias in the broadcast. The score reflects the 
presence of the technique in the debate without it being directly attributable to the moderation. 
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9. COMPLETENESS (Selective omission — overall picture) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 25:47 

Absent perspective/fact: Milei's prior statements denying or relativizing the figure of 30,000 disappeared persons 
during the military dictatorship 

Relevance: In the context of the segment "human rights and democratic coexistence at 40 years since the return of 
democracy," this omission is central for the audience to evaluate the coherence between the positions declared in 
the debate and the candidate's prior public positions. 

Impact 
The omission allows Milei to participate in the human rights segment without his actual position on 
historical memory being confronted, generating an image of a balanced debate on a topic where 
the positions are radically asymmetric. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 37:13 

Absent perspective/fact: The actual legal framework of the Rome Statute and the requirements for qualifying 
conduct as a crime against humanity 

Relevance: Milei invokes "article 7, paragraph K" of the Rome Statute to characterize the lockdown as a crime 
against humanity; this claim requires specialized legal verification that the broadcast does not provide. 

Impact 
The absence of correction or legal contextualization grants implicit legitimacy to a claim that the 
majority of Argentine constitutional law scholars would consider unfounded. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 06:53 — 12:33 (labor segment) 

Absent perspective/fact: The impact of the proposal to eliminate severance pay on workers with seniority, and the 
comparative experience of countries that adopted the OECD-style unemployment insurance model 

Relevance: Milei's labor reform proposal directly affects millions of workers; its evaluation requires comparative data 
that neither candidate provides. 

Impact 
The debate on labor reform is reduced to an exchange of empirically unsupported claims, 
preventing the audience from forming an informed judgment. 

 

Summary: The most serious omissions affect the human rights segment (absence of confrontation with Milei's 
prior positions) and the legal segment (absence of correction in response to legally questionable claims). These 
omissions are not symmetric: they structurally benefit the candidate whose claims are most distant from academic 
and legal consensus. 

 

Share of covered perspectives 

Inverted: original value measures coverage (higher = better). Shown as deviation (higher = larger gaps). 

[A] Perspective of independent economists on the viability of both candidates' employment proposals 
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[B] View of human rights organizations (Madres, Abuelas, HIJOS) on the memory and democracy segment 

[C] Perspective of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) on the tax and labor proposals 

[D] View of informal workers and social welfare recipients on the labor formalization proposal 

[E] Perspective of public security and criminology experts on the proposed models 

[F] View of constitutional law scholars on the proposals to reform the Penal Code and the prison system 

[G] Perspective of economists on the model of commercial openness and its historical precedents in Argentina 

[H] View of trade union organizations on the labor reform proposals 

[I] Perspective of provincial governments (governors) on the security and federalism proposals 

[J] View of international organizations (ILO, ECLAC) on the Argentine labor market 

[A] ABSENT 

Timestamp: No intervention by external economists — The candidates cite statistics to each other without 
independent verification — Assessment: The absence of external technical contrast allows controversial economic 
claims to circulate without correction. 

[B] ABSENT 

Timestamp: 25:47 — Quote: [ES] "memoria de verdad y Justicia la idea del nunca más" (Massa) — Assessment: 
The human rights topic is addressed exclusively by the candidates; no human rights organization has a direct voice. 

 

[C] HINTED 

Timestamp: 00:38 — Quote: [ES] "para todas las empresas pymes exportadoras de la Argentina a partir del 
primero de enero cero de impuestos" — Assessment: SMEs are mentioned as recipients of proposals but have 
no representation of their own. 

 

[D] ABSENT 

Timestamp: 01:22 — Quote: [ES] "transformar los planes sociales en trabajo formal y registrado" — Assessment: 
Social welfare recipients are the object of proposals but have no voice in the debate. 

 

[E] ABSENT 

Timestamp: 13:00-25:26 (security segment) — No expert in criminology or public security — Assessment: Claims 
about security models (Giuliani, Becker) are not contrasted by specialists. 

 

[F] ABSENT 

Timestamp: 17:23 — Quote: [ES] "reformar varios aspectos de la ley de seguridad nacional" — Assessment: The 
legal reform proposals receive no independent legal analysis. 

 

[G] HINTED 

Timestamp: 07:59 — Quote: [ES] "abrirle economía indiscriminadamente mientras los países que supuestamente 
va a alinear el Señor nos la cierran" — Assessment: The debate on commercial openness takes place between 
candidates without reference to comparative studies. 

 

[H] ABSENT 

Timestamp: 06:53 — Quote: [ES] "modernización del mercado laboral yendo un sistema de seguro de desempleo 
tipo el de la OCDE" — Assessment: Trade union federations have no representation in the debate on labor 
reform. 

 

[I] HINTED 

Timestamp: 16:00 — Quote: [ES] "lo voy a tener que hacer como con gobernadores e intendentes de distinto 
signo político" — Assessment: Governors are mentioned but have no direct voice. 

 

[J] ABSENT 

Timestamp: No reference to international labor organizations — Assessment: The absence of an international 
comparative perspective weakens the contrast of labor proposals. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schlaepfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  - Address:    SVFAB, P/O-Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 20 

 

 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schlaepfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  - Address:    SVFAB, P/O-Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 21 

 

 

Soft Facts — 6 qualitative techniques 

 

10. FRAMING (Frame-setting) 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 00:10 

Quote 
[ES] "planteé claramente que uno de mis grandes desafíos y de mis grandes sueños es ser el 
presidente del trabajo" 

Manipulation 
The production and labor segment is framed from the outset in terms of the candidate's personal 
"dreams" and aspirations, shifting technical analysis toward the emotional-aspirational terrain. 

Why it is problematic: The emotional framing favors affective identification over rational evaluation of proposals; the 
audience is invited to judge the candidate's sincerity rather than the viability of his proposals. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 13:11 

Quote [ES] "como todo lo que hace el estado lo hace mal y por eso el país es un baño de sangre" 

Manipulation 
The security segment is framed from the outset in terms of absolute state failure and catastrophe 
("baño de sangre"), establishing a total-crisis framing that predisposes the audience to accept 
radical solutions. 

Why it is problematic: The catastrophist framing is not contrasted with comparative data on levels of violence in 
Argentina relative to the region; the "baño de sangre" claim is not questioned by the moderator. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 25:47 

Quote 
[ES] "a 40 años del retorno de la democracia en la Argentina me parece central que tengamos la 
posibilidad de hablar de convivencia democrática" 

Manipulation 
The human rights segment is framed around the democratic anniversary, which implicitly places 
Massa in the role of defender of democracy and Milei in the role of questioner, before either has 
spoken. 

Why it is problematic: The commemorative framing predisposes the audience to evaluate the positions from a 
perspective that favors the candidate who identifies with the established democratic tradition. 

 

Summary: The dominant frames are the emotional-aspirational (Massa), the catastrophist-statist (Milei), and the 
commemorative-democratic (debate structure). The moderator does not intervene to reframe any of these frames 
toward a more technical or balanced analysis. 
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11. WORD AND TERM CHOICE 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 02:51 

Quote 
[ES] "aparece la banda de Los expropiadores con la idea de la justicia social la redistribución del 
ingreso la igualdad de oportunidades" 

Manipulation 
"Banda de expropiadores" — criminal connotation to describe redistributive policies; "justicia 
social" and "igualdad de oportunidades" are presented with implicit quotation marks as 
euphemisms for theft. 

Why it is problematic: The neutral alternative would be "redistributive policies" or "state intervention in income 
distribution." The use of "banda" criminalizes a political position without evidence of unlawful conduct. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 08:13 

Quote [ES] "es una mirada apátrida es una mirada desaprensiva de la realidad de los argentinos" 

Manipulation 
"Apátrida" — a term with negative historical connotations in the Argentine political context, 
historically associated with rhetoric of national exclusion; its use to describe a policy of commercial 
openness is a disproportionate semantic load. 

Why it is problematic: The neutral alternative would be "a policy of commercial openness without consideration of 
competitive asymmetries." The term "apátrida" activates historical frames of exclusion that go beyond the economic 
debate. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 08:22 

Quote 
[ES] "la verdad que digo no podés ser más mentiroso Sergio mira que me dijeron que eras 
mentiroso pero todos los días parece que te superas" 

Manipulation 
The direct characterization of "mentiroso" as a personal attribute (not as a description of a specific 
claim) constitutes an ad hominem attack that shifts the debate from content to personal credibility. 

Why it is problematic: The neutral alternative would be to identify the specific claim as incorrect and provide the 
contrary evidence. The moderator does not intervene in response to this use of language. 

 

Summary: Both candidates use language loaded with negative connotations to describe the opponent and their 
positions. The moderator does not intervene to request more precise or neutral reformulations. The absence of 
linguistic correction on the part of the moderation is in itself an editorial quality finding. 
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12. MODERATOR BEHAVIOR 4/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Methodological principle (v2.2): Before each evaluation, the triggering event is documented. An intervention can 
only be evaluated as asymmetric if comparable triggering events in other guests did not generate an analogous 
intervention. 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 12:27 

Triggering event: Both candidates speak simultaneously and interrupt each other 

Quote 
(moderator) 

[ES] "tiempo terminado candidato Massa / tiempo cumplido también candidato Milei" 

Comparison 
The moderator's intervention is symmetric in this case; the time limit is applied to both candidates 
equally. 

Asymmetry: Not demonstrable in this specific case. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 37:13 

Triggering event: Milei claims that the lockdown constituted a "crime against humanity" under the Rome Statute 

Quote 
(moderator) 

No intervention recorded 

Comparison 
When Massa makes claims about the sustainability guarantee fund (35:06) or about the wage gap 
(04:21), the moderator also does not intervene to request sources. 

Asymmetry: The absence of intervention is symmetric in formal terms, but the impact is asymmetric: Milei's claim 
about "crime against humanity" carries greater legal and political weight than Massa's economic claims, and its non-
correction has more serious informational consequences. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 36:57 

Triggering event: The candidates interrupt each other during the human rights segment 

Quote 
(moderator) 

[ES] "no se pisen porque no lo podemos Escuchar candidato Massa / candidato Milei" 

Comparison The intervention is formally symmetric. 

Asymmetry: Not demonstrable in formal terms; the asymmetry lies in the absence of follow-up questions on the 
most controversial claims of both candidates. 

 

Summary: The moderator applies the time rules symmetrically and shows no explicit preference for either 
candidate. The most significant asymmetry is one of omission: the absence of follow-up questions in response to 
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legally questionable claims (especially the characterization of the lockdown as a crime against humanity) has an 
asymmetric informational impact even if it is formally non-discriminatory. 
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 2/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Asymmetry 1: 

No direct questions are attributed to the moderator in the analyzed fragment; the format is a free debate between 
candidates with time control. 

To Massa, 29:46: [ES] "lo primero que te quisiera preguntar es si cuando yo era presidente de la cámara y vos eras 
diputado sentiste en algún momento que no te respetara" — This is a question from Milei to Massa, not from the 
moderator. 

To Milei, no direct questions from the moderator are recorded in the fragment. 

Comparison 
The debate format does not include questions from the moderator to the candidates in the 
analyzed fragment; question asymmetry is not strictly applicable. 

 

Asymmetry 2: 

The only substantive intervention by the moderator is time management and the presentation of thematic segments. 
There are no follow-up questions, no verification questions, and no requests for sources directed at either of the two 
candidates. 

Comparison 
The absence of questions is symmetric but constitutes in itself a journalistic quality deficit that 
affects both candidates equally. 

 

Summary: The presidential debate format with time moderation but without moderator questions makes this 
criterion of limited application. The most relevant asymmetry is the total absence of verification questions to both 
candidates, which constitutes a symmetric deficit of journalistic rigor. 
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14. FALSE BALANCE 4/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 12:36 

Construction: [ES] "ambos candidatos han tenido 6 minutos cada uno para hablar de producción y trabajo" 

Analysis 

The equal-time format for both candidates creates an appearance of balance that conceals a 
deeper asymmetry: Massa speaks as Minister of Economy in office with access to official data and 
real management capacity, while Milei speaks as an opposition candidate. Formal equality of time 
is not equivalent to equality of institutional position or responsibility for the facts discussed. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 37:13 

Construction: Milei's claim about "crime against humanity" and Massa's defense of the democratic legacy are 
presented as equivalent positions within the debate framework. 

Analysis 

The false balance consists in treating as symmetrically valid a legally questionable claim 
(characterization of the lockdown as a crime against humanity) and a position backed by the 
majority legal and academic consensus. The symmetric presentation without correction creates 
the impression that both positions have equal grounding. 

 

Summary: The most significant false balance is the symmetric treatment of claims with very different legal and 
academic grounding in the human rights segment. The equal-time format is a form of formal balance that does not 
guarantee substantive balance. 
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15. AGENDA SETTING 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Established agenda item: The Argentine economic crisis is the exclusive responsibility of the Kirchnerist/Peronist 
government 

Timestamp 
02:03 — Evidence: [ES] "me resulta bastante simpático el ministro Massa hablando de crear 2 
millones de puestos de trabajo pensar que la cantidad de empleados en el sector privado está 
estancado desde el año 2011" 

Alternative agenda: The analysis of the structural causes of Argentine economic stagnation (external debt, stop-
and-go cycles, external factors) does not appear at any point in the debate. 

 

Finding 2: 

Established agenda item: The Giuliani security model is a valid and applicable reference for the Argentine context 

Timestamp 
14:03 — Evidence: [ES] "puesto en práctica por Rudolf Giuliani y resolvió el problema en Nueva 
York" 

Alternative agenda: Critical studies on the "zero tolerance" model and its direct inapplicability to Latin American 
contexts with different inequality structures do not appear in the debate. 

 

Finding 3: 

Established agenda item: The Argentine political debate is reduced to two options (Massa or Milei, Kirchnerism or 
libertarianism) 

Timestamp 
31:27 — Evidence: [ES] "esto no es entre Macri y Cristina Javier esto es vos o yo es así de 
simple" 

Alternative agenda: The proposals of third forces (UCR, PRO, FIT-U) and the perspectives of non-partisan actors 
(civil society, academia, trade unions) are completely absent from the debate agenda. 

 

Summary: The most significant agenda-setting is the reduction of the political debate to a binary dichotomy that 
structurally excludes all intermediate and alternative perspectives. This reduction is inherent to the runoff format 
but is reinforced by the absence of any reference to the positions of third forces or non-partisan actors. 
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CHAPTER 4 — GLOBAL EVALUATION 

 

Summary of individual scores 

No. Criterion Type Score Main finding (1 sentence) 

1 Expert selection H 3 Both candidates act as experts with an unacknowledged electoral 
conflict of interest; yellow traffic light for both sources 

2 Source selection H 6 Sources are scarce, self-referential, and unverified; two claims without 
an identified primary source 

3 Time distribution H 1 Symmetric distribution of 6 minutes per segment; formal balance 
without diversity of voices 

4 Omission H 7 Absence of confrontation with Milei's prior statements about the 
dictatorship in the human rights segment 

5 Manipulation of 
figures 

H 6 Both candidates present figures without a primary source or the three 
dimensions necessary for correct evaluation 

6 Guilt by association H 5 Both candidates use the technique symmetrically; equation of 
redistributive policies with delinquency 

7 Timing H 4 Claim about "crime against humanity" placed at the end of the 
segment with no time for correction 

8 Selective outrage H 3 Selective outrage between candidates, not from the moderator; limited 
impact on the editorial bias of the broadcast 

9 Completeness H 7 Serious omissions in the human rights segment and absence of 
correction in response to legally questionable claims 

10 Framing S 5 Emotional-aspirational, catastrophist, and commemorative frames not 
contrasted by the moderator 

11 Word choice S 6 Language loaded with negative connotations by both candidates 
without corrective intervention from the moderator 

12 Presenter behavior S 4 Symmetric time management; asymmetry by omission in response to 
legally questionable claims 

13 Question asymmetry S 2 Format without moderator questions; symmetric deficit of journalistic 
rigor 

14 False balance S 4 Symmetric treatment of claims with very different legal grounding in 
the human rights segment 

15 Agenda setting S 5 Reduction of the debate to a binary dichotomy; structural exclusion of 
third perspectives 

 

Results 

•  HARD FACTS SCORE (average criteria 1-9): 4.7 / 10 

•  SOFT FACTS SCORE (average criteria 10-15): 4.3 / 10 
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•  GLOBAL SCORE (average of the 15 criteria): 4.5 / 10 

Dominant techniques 

The 3 strongest techniques in this broadcast: 

1. Selective omission (Score 7): The absence of confrontation with Milei's prior statements about the 30,000 
disappeared persons in the human rights segment constitutes the most serious omission of the broadcast. This 
omission is not neutral: it structurally benefits the candidate whose prior positions are most distant from academic 
and legal consensus on Argentine historical memory. 

2. Insufficient completeness (Score 7): The broadcast addresses topics of high technical complexity (labor 
reform, criminal policy, human rights) without any independent expert voice, reducing the debate to an exchange of 
unverified claims. For a public service broadcast under Ley 26.522, this completeness deficit is especially serious. 

3. Manipulation of figures (Score 6): Both candidates present statistics without primary sources and without the 
three dimensions necessary for a correct evaluation (absolute value, proportion, trend). The absence of moderator 
correction turns the debate into an exchange of unverifiable numerical claims that the audience cannot 
independently evaluate. 

Central messages of the broadcast 

**MESSAGE 1 (CONTENT): ** "The Argentine economic crisis is a direct consequence of Kirchnerist management 
and can only be resolved with a radical change of model" 

Technique: Catastrophist framing + omission of structural causes — Evidence: 02:03, 03:37 

**MESSAGE 2 (PERSONAL): ** "Both candidates are equally valid presidential options, with symmetrically legitimate 
proposals" 

Technique: False balance + symmetric time distribution — Evidence: 12:36, 28:30 

**MESSAGE 3 (SOCIAL): ** "Argentina's future is decided between two opposing and irreconcilable models, with no 
room for intermediate positions" 

Technique: Agenda setting + binary reduction — Evidence: 31:27, 32:05 

Classification of the degree of manipulation 

Justification: The global score of 4.5/10 places the broadcast at the upper limit of "slight tendency," with elements 
approaching "clear partiality." The presidential runoff debate format imposes structural constraints that explain part of 
the detected deficits (absence of third voices, symmetric time, absence of moderator questions). However, the 
omission of confrontation with Milei's prior positions on the dictatorship, the absence of correction in response to the 
characterization of the lockdown as a "crime against humanity," and the lack of factual verification of the figures 
presented constitute deficits that go beyond the limitations of the format and are attributable to editorial decisions. In 
terms of article 3 of Ley 26.522, the broadcast partially fulfills the requirement of formal pluralism (both candidates 
have equal time) but fails to meet the requirement of informational diversity (absence of independent expert voices) 
and that of equal access to information (absence of factual verification that would allow the audience to evaluate the 
claims). 

CONCLUSION 

The 2023 presidential runoff debate broadcast by TV Pública Argentina meets the formal requirements of balance 
between the two finalist candidates (symmetric time distribution, equal access to thematic segments), but presents 
significant deficits in terms of informational quality that are relevant for evaluation under article 3 of Ley 26.522. The 
most serious omissions are concentrated in the human rights segment, where the absence of confrontation with Milei's 
prior positions on the dictatorship and the lack of correction in response to the characterization of the lockdown as a 
"crime against humanity" constitute editorial deficits with asymmetric impact. The total absence of independent expert 
voices, of factual verification of the figures presented, and of representation of third political and social forces severely 
limits the audience's capacity to form an informed judgment, in contradiction with the public service mandate 
established in Ley 26.522. The degree of manipulation detected (4.5/10) is consistent with a slight tendency toward 
partiality, attributable primarily to deficits in moderation and completeness rather than to an explicit editorial bias in 
favor of either candidate. 
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Individual Scores — All 15 Criteria 

No. Criterion Score Rating 

1 EXPERT SELECTION 3 ●● 

2 SOURCE SELECTION 6 ●●● 

3 TIME DISTRIBUTION 1 ● 

4 OMISSION (Selective omission) 7 ●●●● 

5 MANIPULATION OF FIGURES 6 ●●● 

6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION (Culpable contact) 5 ●●● 

7 TIMING 4 ●● 

8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 3 ●● 

9 COMPLETENESS (Selective omission — overall picture) 7 ●●●● 

10 FRAMING (Frame-setting) 5 ●●● 

11 WORD AND TERM CHOICE 6 ●●● 

12 MODERATOR BEHAVIOR 4 ●● 

13 QUESTION ASYMMETRY 2 ● 

14 FALSE BALANCE 4 ●● 

15 AGENDA SETTING 5 ●●● 

 

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 4.7/10 Significant imbalance 

 

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 4.3/10 Significant imbalance 

 

OVERALL SCORE 4.5/10 Significant imbalance 

Average of Hardfacts and Softfacts 
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KEY — Score Definitions 

 

Individual Scores per Criterion (0–10) 

0 No finding No relevant anomaly detected. 

1–2 Weak finding Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance. 

3–4 Slight to moderate finding Recognizable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance. 

5 
Moderate finding with 
impact 

Relevant imbalance affecting the audience's opinion-forming potential. 

6 
Significant finding 
(threshold) 

Scores of 6 and above are classified as 'significant findings.' 

7 Significant finding Clear, well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance. 

8–9 Severe finding 
Pronounced imbalance; multiple documented individual findings in this 
criterion. 

10 Maximum severity Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion. 

 

Aggregated Deviation Index — Interpretation Ranges 

0.0 – 2.5 Unremarkable 
No significant patterns detected; broadcast meets the impartiality 
standard. 

2.6 – 4.0 Slight imbalance Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within tolerance range. 

4.1 – 6.0 Significant imbalance 
Multiple significant findings; relevant impairment of perspective 
diversity. 

6.1 – 8.0 
Serious deviation from the 
impartiality standard. High 
degree of deviation 

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance. 

8.1 – 10 
Fundamental systemic one-
sidedness. Very high bias degree 

Maximum severity across nearly all criteria; systematically one-
sided reporting. 

 

Party-Political Bias (-5 to +5) 

-5 to -3 
Strongly 
disadvantaged 

Party is significantly underrepresented in framing, airtime, or 
presentation. 

-2 to -1 Slightly disadvantaged Recognizable but minor disadvantage. 

0 Neutral No detectable favoritism or disadvantage. 

+1 to +2 Slightly favored Recognizable but minor favoritism. 

+3 to +5 Strongly favored Party is significantly overrepresented in framing, airtime, or presentation. 
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CHAPTER 5 — LEGAL FRAMEWORK (Ley 26.522 Art. 3) 

 

Evaluation under Ley 26.522 Art. 3 

The Audiovisual Communication Services Law (26.522) requires in its article 3 pluralism, diversity, and equal access 
to information as objectives of audiovisual communication services. 

Infraction 1: 

Standard: Ley 26.522 Art. 3 inc. f) — "the promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity" and informational pluralism 

Facts: Total absence of independent expert voices, civil society organizations, trade union representatives, or 
academics in a debate on topics of high technical and social complexity (employment, security, human rights) 

Evidence: Timestamp 00:00-38:33 — The entire debate proceeds without any intervention by actors external to the 
two candidates and the moderator 

Assessment: The reduction of the debate to two political voices without independent technical contrast limits the 
audience's equal access to diverse and plural information, in contradiction with the mandate of article 3 of Ley 26.522 
for a public service outlet. 

Infraction 2: 

Standard: Ley 26.522 Art. 3 inc. m) — "the right to information of citizens" 

Facts: Absence of factual verification in response to numerical claims without a primary source (23% wage gap, 
stagnation of private employment since 2011, sustainability guarantee fund figures) and in response to legally 
questionable claims (characterization of the lockdown as a "crime against humanity") 

Evidence: Timestamp 04:21 — [ES] "hay un 23 por de diferencia"; 37:13 — [ES] "Este es un gobierno criminal Un 
gobierno que cometió un delito de lesa humanidad con la cuarentena" 

Assessment: The absence of correction or contextualization in response to claims without verifiable grounding 
deprives the audience of the right to truthful information that Ley 26.522 establishes as an objective of the public 
audiovisual communication service. 

Infraction 3: 

Standard: Ley 26.522 Art. 3 inc. d) — "the dissemination of the guarantees and fundamental rights enshrined in the 
National Constitution" 

Facts: The characterization of the lockdown as a "crime against humanity" under the Rome Statute (37:13) receives 
no legal correction, despite the fact that this claim distorts the legal meaning of crimes against humanity as defined in 
international law and Argentine jurisprudence. 

Evidence: Timestamp 37:13 — [ES] "acorde al estatuto de Roma de 1998 artículo 7 inciso K cuando se ataca de 
manera brutal sobre el derecho de propiedad punto tal o que uno pierde la libertad o se muere eso constituye un 
delito de lesa humanidad" 

Assessment: The uncorrected dissemination of a legally questionable interpretation of the concept of "crime against 
humanity" in the context of the 40th anniversary of the democratic return may contribute to the trivialization of a legal 
concept of special relevance to Argentine history, in contradiction with the mandate of Ley 26.522 to promote 
constitutional guarantees. 

Global evaluation Ley 26.522 Art. 3 

The 2023 presidential runoff debate broadcast by TV Pública Argentina meets the formal requirement of political 
pluralism by granting symmetric access to the two finalist candidates, but fails to meet the substantive requirements of 
informational diversity and equal access to information established in article 3 of Ley 26.522. The absence of 
independent expert voices, the lack of factual verification of numerical and legal claims, and the omission of 
confrontation with the candidates' prior positions on topics of high historical sensitivity (memory of the dictatorship) 
constitute editorial deficits that limit compliance with the public service mandate. These deficits are partly attributable 
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to the limitations of the presidential debate format, but the absence of corrective moderation in response to legally 
questionable claims is an editorial decision that goes beyond the constraints of the format and is attributable to the 
editorial responsibility of TV Pública as a public service outlet under Ley 26.522. 

IN-DEPTH SOURCE VERIFICATION (Mandatory for all specialized institutions / NGOs / advisory 
centers cited) 

Source 1: Gary Becker — "Crime and Punishment: An Economic Approach" (1968) 

 

1. FUNDING: Academic research funded by the University of Chicago; primary source in the economics of crime. 

2. MANDATE: Economic analysis of criminal behavior; compatible with technical evaluation of the topic. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None in the original source; the conflict lies in the selective political use by Milei, who 
omits subsequent academic critiques of the model. 

4. CREDIBILITY MATRIX: D1 Conflict of interest: +2 (none in the source) / D2 Personal risk: +2 (published 
academic work) / D3 Technical competence: +2 (Nobel Prize in Economics 1992) / D4 Consistency: +2 (canonical 
work) / D5 Emotion vs. data: +2 (quantitative analysis) / D6 Source level: +2 (primary source) → TOTAL: +12 → 
TRAFFIC LIGHT: GREEN 

5. OPPOSING VOICE: Criminological studies critical of the economic deterrence model (Bernard Harcourt, "Illusion 
of Order," 2001) are completely absent from the debate. 

Source 2: Rudolf Giuliani — New York security model (1994-2001) 

 

1. FUNDING: Political figure; his endorsement of Massa is a political act, not a technical evaluation. 

2. MANDATE: Former Mayor of New York; his mandate was political-administrative, not criminological research. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Giuliani has an interest in validating his own legacy as mayor; his endorsement of 
Massa implies an active political positioning. 

4. CREDIBILITY MATRIX: D1 Conflict of interest: -2 (interest in validating his own model) / D2 Personal risk: +1 
(public figure) / D3 Technical competence: 0 (politician, not criminologist) / D4 Consistency: +1 (consistent position 
on his model) / D5 Emotion vs. data: -1 (political narrative rather than technical analysis) / D6 Source level: -1 
(secondary/testimonial source) → TOTAL: -2 → TRAFFIC LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. OPPOSING VOICE: Studies on the negative effects of the "zero tolerance" model in New York (criminalization of 
minorities, police brutality, role of demographic factors in crime reduction) are completely absent. 

Final methodological note: This analysis is based exclusively on the transcript fragment provided. Claims about facts 
external to the text (prior statements by the candidates, reference macroeconomic data, jurisprudence on the Rome 
Statute) are identified as relevant absent context, not as facts verified in the analyzed broadcast. The evaluation of 
infractions of Ley 26.522 is carried out on the basis of the editorial deficits observable in the text, not on the basis of 
intentions attributed to those responsible for the broadcast. 

Legal and Methodological Notes 

No factual 
determination 

The results presented do not constitute factual determinations about individual persons, 
editorial teams, or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardized operationalization, 
not a finding of individual responsibility. 

 

No legal judgment 
The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment under Ley 26.522 
Art. 3. The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates legal requirements is 
exclusively the responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular ENACOM). 

 

No proof of 
causation 

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial 
intent. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news environment, political 
controversy, or format logic. 
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No judgment of 
intent 

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7 
means a significant imbalance was detected — not that the editorial team intended it. The 
methodology makes no claims about motives or strategic objectives. 

 

Heuristic 
comparison tool 

The index serves comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not 
precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve heuristic 
orientation, not sharp legal qualification. 
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APPENDIX 1: NATIONAL BROADCASTING LAW 

 

Rechtsgrundlage Argentinien — TV Publica / Radio Nacional 

Gesetze 

•  Ley 26.522 de Servicios de Comunicacion Audiovisual (2009) 

•  Constitucion Nacional Argentina 

•  Convencion Americana sobre Derechos Humanos (Art. 13) 

Relevante Artikel 

Ley 26.522 

•  Art. 3: Promocion de la diversidad y el pluralismo ideologico y politico como objetivos fundamentales 

•  Art. 5: Servicios de comunicacion audiovisual declarados de interes publico 

•  Art. 68: Programacion informativa debe respetar la pluralidad de voces y opiniones 

•  Art. 121: Medios publicos deben garantizar participacion ciudadana y pluralismo 

Constitucion Nacional 

•  Art. 14: Derecho a publicar ideas por la prensa sin censura previa 

•  Art. 42: Derecho a informacion adecuada, objetiva y veraz (derechos del consumidor) 

•  Art. 75 inc. 22: Tratados internacionales con jerarquia constitucional 

Convencion Americana sobre Derechos Humanos 

•  Art. 13: Libertad de pensamiento y expresion, derecho a buscar, recibir y difundir informaciones 

Kernpflichten 

1. Pluralismo: Diversidad ideologica y politica en la programacion 

2. Interes publico: Medios audiovisuales como servicio de interes publico 

3. Pluralidad de voces: Programacion informativa con representacion equilibrada 

Aufsichtsbehoerde 

•  ENACOM (Ente Nacional de Comunicaciones): Ente regulador (fusion ex-AFSCA y ex-AFTIC, 2015) 

•  Defensoria del Publico: Derechos de las audiencias 

Beschwerdeverfahren 

1. Defensoria del Publico (quejas de audiencias) 

2. ENACOM (regulacion y sanciones) 

3. Justicia Federal (via amparo o accion judicial) 
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Reports and Membership at SVFAB 

 

At SVFAB.ch you will find detailed reports and can also commission custom analyses for any broadcast (billed separately). 

To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on membership fees and donations. 

 

Contact and further information: 

www.SVFAB.ch  |  Kontakt@SVFAB.ch 

 

Bank details:  PostFinance – POFICHBE 

IBAN:  CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1 

Beneficiary:  SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 

 

  

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schlaepfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  - Address:    SVFAB, P/O-Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 38 

 

 

The following books are available from SVFAB 

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch 

 

 

Unbalanced Reporting is the response to the halving initiative in 
Switzerland: Manipulation techniques are explained in detail, starting 
with the selection of staff and sourcesThen 15 principles are explained: 
omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association, 
emotionalisation, context removal and many more, illustrated with 
numerous examples. Additionally, it becomes apparent where we 
ourselves apply these techniques – fostering not only awareness but 
also empathy.  
Optionally the book comes with playing cards.  
Also available as an audiobook.  

  

 

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage – and someone else 
has written the script. 
Those who don’t know this deliver material. Good quotes that get cut 
wrong. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context. Honest 
answers framed as confessions. 
This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox – for everyone 
who faces a microphone and wants to know what to do about it. 7 
chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most common 
traps. The three principles of sovereignty – anchoring, reframing, 
setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour. Body and voice. What to 
do when things go wrong. And what matters after the interview. 
For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers – for everyone 
who is in the public eye and wants to understand how the game 
works. So they stop playing along – and start shaping it. 
In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, reference, follow-up and when 
difficulties arise 
 

 

You think you see the world.In reality you see the frame someone 
has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most elegant 
manipulation technique in the world. It doesn’t change the facts – it 
changes what we make of the facts. How we feel. What we believe. 
How we decide. And it works – because we all play along. Every day. 
Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry textbook. It is a 
workbook – playful, direct, full of real-life examples. You don’t just 
learn how others frame you. You learn how you yourself frame – and 
how you can use it consciously and fairly. 
Because whoever understands framing sees the world more clearly. 
Hears news differently. Conducts conversations more confidently. 
And no longer so easily accepts a frame chosen by someone else. 
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and 
everyday life – and the occasional smile. 
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything. 
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