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OVERALL

SCORE 5.6/10 Significant imbalance

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative

POLITICAL SPECTRUM
Classification based on Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each
party is rated on a scale from O (far left) to 10 (far right).

Party NDP GPC CPC PPC
CHES 2.0 25 45 5.0 7.5 9.0
Spectrum Left Left Right Right

The overall tendency is presented on a 0—10 scale (0 = strongly left-favoring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favoring). The calculation is based on the difference in average favoritism of left vs. right parties (grouping per CHES
2024).

5.8/ 10 Center-Right (5.34)

0 1 2 3 4 6 7 8 < 10

«— Left Right —

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score.

BROADCAST INFO AND TOPIC FRAMEWORK

Broadcast Information

Title: Power & Politics — Special Holiday Edition: Top 5 Canadian Political Stories of 2024
Estimated Air Date: December 24, 2024
Approximate Length: 55-65 minutes (estimated from transcript density)

Format: Panel discussion / year-in-review countdown

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 1



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/

Association suisse pour une information équilibrée

. Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Z Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

Presenter/Anchor:

« David Cochran — CBC News anchor/host
Guests and Affiliations:

Affiliation Political Orientation
Vonda Nakkot (spelled "nakot" in Former adviser to Prime Minister Liberal-aligned
transcript) Justin Trudeau
Kate Harrison Conservative political analyst Conservative-aligned
Matthew Dubé Former NDP Member of Parliament =~ NDP-aligned
Rob Benzie Queens Park Bureau Chief, Toronto  Journalistic/neutral (ostensibly)
Star
Main Topic

A year-in-review countdown of the five most significant Canadian political stories of 2024, covering Indian foreign
interference, the cost of living crisis, the federal Conservative surge, Donald Trump's return to the White House, and
Justin Trudeau's political troubles.

Current Context (State of Public Debate)

As of December 2024, Canadian politics was in a state of acute instability. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau faced an
unprecedented internal caucus revolt following Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland's public resignation and a
damaging open letter from Liberal MPs demanding his departure. The Conservative Party under Pierre Poilievre held
a sustained polling lead of 15-25 points, making a Liberal defeat at the next federal election appear near-certain.
Simultaneously, the incoming Trump administration's threats of 25% tariffs on Canadian goods had triggered a
national economic anxiety, forcing premiers and federal ministers into emergency diplomatic postures. The cost of
living, particularly grocery prices and housing affordability, remained the dominant voter concern, having eroded public
trust in the Trudeau government's economic management over the preceding two years.
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Hard Facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically verifiable

1. EXPERT SELECTION 710

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Definition: Who is invited to speak as an authority, and whether their funding sources, conflicts of interest, and actual
expertise are disclosed.

Finding 1:

- Location: Panel composition throughout

- Quote: Host introduction: "Vonda nakot she's a former adviser to prime minister Justin Trudeau Kate Harrison is a
conservative political analyst Matthew dub is a former NDP MP"

- Technique: Partisan panel construction — three of four panelists have direct partisan affiliations (Liberal,
Conservative, NDP). The fourth (Benzie) is a journalist but from a specific outlet (Toronto Star) with its own editorial
positioning

- Why problematic: A panel of partisan operatives and former politicians is not a panel of experts. Their analysis is
inherently filtered through partisan interest, yet they are presented as analytical authorities on Canadian politics
without adequate disclosure of the depth of their conflicts of interest

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Trevor Tombe and others have done studies carbon tax doesn't really affect things as
much as people would argue politically"

- Technique: Name-dropping without presence — an academic economist (Trevor Tombe, University of Calgary) is
cited to support a specific policy position but is not present to elaborate, be questioned, or have his methodology
examined

- Why problematic: Citing an absent expert to support a host's editorial point, without allowing that expert to speak
or be challenged, is a form of selective authority invocation

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference)

- Quote: Vonda Nakkot: "I've actually read from piece from Ben Road said in foreign affairs that sometimes we to
shift how we think about these countries"

- Technique: Vague authority citation — a piece from Foreign Affairs magazine is referenced without author
identification (the name appears garbled in the transcript), publication date, or specific argument

- Why problematic: Imprecise citation of external authority cannot be verified by viewers and functions as rhetorical
credibility-lending rather than substantive evidence
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check)

Definition: The diversity and independence of cited sources, including their funding, mandate, and potential conflicts of
interest.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Trevor Tombe and others have done studies carbon tax doesn't really affect things as
much as people would argue politically because there is the rebate"

- Technique: Single-source citation for contested policy claim — Trevor Tombe's research is cited to settle a
contested empirical question (carbon tax impact on affordability) without citing the range of economic literature on
this topic

- Why problematic: The carbon tax's economic impact is genuinely contested among economists; citing one
researcher (however credible) as settling the question misrepresents the state of economic evidence

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "the polling I've seen suggests the conservatives own that territory and the NDP actually
outperform uh the Liberals when it comes to messaging around the economy”

- Technique: Unattributed polling citation — "the polling I've seen" is not a source; no polling firm, methodology, or
date is provided

- Why problematic: A Conservative analyst citing unspecified polling to support a claim favorable to Conservatives
and unfavorable to Liberals is a conflict of interest that requires either source disclosure or host challenge

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference)
- Quote: Vonda Nakkot: "I've actually read from piece from Ben Road said in foreign affairs"

- Technique: Garbled citation — the author's name appears corrupted in the transcript ("Ben Road" is likely "Ben
Rhodes" or another author), and the specific argument is not articulated

- Why problematic: An unverifiable citation to an unidentified author in a prestigious publication cannot be evaluated
by viewers and functions as rhetorical authority without substance
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 510
1 2 3 4 5
Definition: The balance of speaking time between different political positions and perspectives.

Assessment:

Based on transcript volume analysis (approximate word count per speaker):

Speaker Estimated Words Political Alignment

David Cochran (host) ~1,800 Ostensibly neutral

Vonda Nakkot ~1,600 Liberal-aligned

Kate Harrison ~1,500 Conservative-aligned

Matthew Dubé ~1,400 NDP-aligned

Rob Benzie ~1,300 Journalistic/mixed
Finding 1:

- Location: Throughout all five story segments

- Quote: The Liberal and Conservative perspectives receive roughly equivalent speaking time, but the NDP
perspective is consistently the last to be solicited and receives the shortest responses

- Technique: Structural marginalization — by consistently placing the NDP voice last in the rotation, the format
ensures NDP commentary functions as addendum rather than primary analysis

- Why problematic: The NDP was the official third party in Parliament and a key player in the supply-and-confidence
agreement; treating their perspective as tertiary misrepresents their political significance

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference)

- Quote: The Bloc Québécois is mentioned once in passing ("the block to some degree in Quebec") but receives no
dedicated speaking time or analytical attention despite being the second-largest opposition party

- Technique: Structural omission — the panel format excludes Bloc representation entirely

- Why problematic: A party representing approximately 32 seats and a significant portion of the Quebec electorate is
effectively invisible in a national political year-in-review

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 1 story (Trudeau troubles)

- Quote: Nakkot receives the most extended solo speaking opportunity in this segment, including a lengthy personal
anecdote about attending Liberal Christmas parties

- Technique: Sympathetic platform extension — the Liberal-aligned panelist is given the most extended opportunity
to humanize the prime minister and offer a positive counter-narrative

- Why problematic: While balance requires the Liberal perspective be heard, the extended personal anecdote format
allows advocacy rather than analysis
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4. SELECTIVE OMISSION 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Definition: Relevant facts, perspectives, or context that are absent from the broadcast and whose absence distorts the
overall picture presented.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference) — throughout

- Quote: Rob Benzie: "one in 25 Canadians is of Indian descent one in 50 Canadians is of Sikh descent so you have
this really complicated political Dynamic here at home"

- Technique: Demographic citation without community voice — the diaspora is discussed as a political variable
affecting parties, but no Sikh-Canadian or South Asian community member is present to speak about their actual
experience of transnational repression, intimidation, or community tensions

- Why problematic: Discussing a community's safety and political significance without including that community's
voice reduces them to a demographic abstraction and fails the CBC's mandate to reflect Canadian diversity

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge) — throughout

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "l also think that uh this issue has become uh harmonious uh with the carbon tax... where
the conservatives have had success this year in my view is marrying those issues together"

- Technique: Omission of Conservative policy scrutiny — the broadcast extensively discusses Conservative
messaging success but omits any substantive examination of Conservative policy platforms, their own fiscal
projections, or independent assessments of their platform's economic impact

- Why problematic: A broadcast that examines Liberal policy failures in detail while treating Conservative policy as a
messaging exercise rather than a substantive platform creates an asymmetric accountability standard

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 2 story (Trump/tariffs) — throughout

- Quote: Matthew Dubé: " think we can't overstate you know how important the domestic issues remain in the
minds of the Canadian electorate"

- Technique: Omission of Indigenous and environmental dimensions — the Trump tariff discussion focuses entirely
on trade economics and political management, omitting the implications for Indigenous trade rights, environmental
agreements (Paris Accord withdrawal implications), and Canada-US cooperation on shared waterways and
resources

- Why problematic: A comprehensive assessment of Trump's return for Canada requires engagement with these
dimensions; their absence narrows the discussion to a primarily economic and partisan political frame

Missing Voices

1. National security / foreign intelligence expert — No CSIS analyst, former RCMP official, or academic specializing
in transnational repression was present for the Indian interference story

2. Independent economist — Trevor Tombe is hame-dropped once but not present; no Bank of Canada analyst,
academic economist, or fiscal policy expert participated

3. Sikh-Canadian or South Asian community representative — The diaspora is discussed as a political variable but
no community member speaks for themselves
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4. Bloc Québécois representative or analyst — The party is referenced as a beneficiary of vote splits but has no
voice in the panel

5. Green Party representative — Entirely absent despite the party's relevance to climate/carbon tax discussions

6. Housing policy expert or tenant advocate — Housing affordability is mentioned repeatedly but no specialist is
present

7. Trade economist or Canada-US relations specialist — The Trump tariff discussion lacks any expert in international
trade law or economics

8. Current Liberal government spokesperson or sitting Liberal MP — Nakkot is a former adviser; no current
government voice is present
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5. NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend

Definition: Selective, misleading, or decontextualized use of numbers, polls, or data.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "these poll numbers are sticky uh they've been uh you know consistently at least 15 or 16
points ahead uh some of the latest polling suggest that could be as high as 25 points ahead"

- Technique: Range inflation — presenting a range from 15 to 25 points without specifying which polls, which
methodologies, which dates, or which polling firms produced these numbers

- Why problematic: Polling numbers without methodological context (sample size, margin of error, polling firm, date,
question wording) cannot be evaluated by viewers; presenting a 25-point lead as a current data point without
qualification is potentially misleading

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference)
- Quote: Rob Benzie: "one in 25 Canadians is of Indian descent one in 50 Canadians is of Sikh descent"

- Technique: Unverified demographic statistics — these figures are presented as established facts without citation of
source (Statistics Canada, census year, definition of "descent")

- Why problematic: Demographic statistics used to make political arguments require sourcing; the 1-in-50 Sikh
figure in particular is higher than most census-based estimates and should be verified

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "the government is not doing that with a $21 billion addition deficit on top of the 40 that was
announced in the fall economic statement”

- Technique: Additive deficit framing — presenting deficits as cumulative additions without context of GDP ratio,
debt-to-GDP trajectory, interest rate environment, or comparison to peer nations

- Why problematic: A $21 billion deficit in a $2.8 trillion economy has different significance than the same number in
a smaller economy; decontextualized deficit figures function as alarm signals rather than analytical data
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 3/10

1 2 3

Definition: Discrediting positions or individuals by associating them with extreme, discredited, or unpopular entities
without establishing a logical connection.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Matthew Dubé: "you see a Susan Holt defeating Blaine Higgs in New Brunswick... Scott Moe support... in
France you know the center got blown up but the left also did well as well as the right uh and then obviously the UK
example where we see uh labor having having defeated a conservative government”

- Technique: Reverse association attempt — Dubé attempts to complicate the "global right-wing wave" narrative by
citing counter-examples, but this is not guilt by association in the traditional sense; it is actually a corrective

- Why problematic (mild): The attempt is incomplete and does not receive follow-up from the host, allowing the
dominant "global right-wing wave" narrative to stand largely unchallenged

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 2 story (Trump)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "we have seen Trump in action and MAGA in action from January 6 and the moderates are
gone now so who knows where he go"

- Technique: Association of Trump's second term with January 6 insurrection — while historically accurate, the
framing associates all Trump policy with the most extreme moment of his first term without distinguishing between
different policy areas

- Why problematic: Conflating tariff policy with insurrectionist politics, while emotionally resonant, is analytically
imprecise and may distort viewer assessment of specific policy risks

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 5 story (Indian interference)

- Quote: Rob Benzie: "can you imagine David if uh there were quote unquote Quebec separatists living in New Delhi
and the the RCMP was assassinating them"

- Technique: Analogical association — Sikh separatists are implicitly compared to Quebec separatists to make the
Indian government's alleged actions more comprehensible to a mainstream Canadian audience

- Why problematic: The analogy, while rhetorically effective, implicitly frames Khalistan advocates through the lens
of Quebec separatism, which carries different legal, historical, and political connotations in Canada, potentially
distorting viewer understanding of the actual geopolitical dynamics
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7. TIMING & PLACEMENT 4/10

1 2 3 4

Definition: Strategic positioning of information — what leads, what is buried, what appears before or after commercial
breaks, and how the countdown structure shapes perception.

Finding 1:

- Location: Overall broadcast structure
- Quote: The countdown places Trudeau's political troubles at #1, Indian interference at #5

- Technique: Hierarchy of significance — the countdown format inherently assigns importance rankings to stories,
with the #1 placement of Trudeau's troubles framing it as the most significant Canadian political story of the year

- Why problematic: The ranking of Trudeau's internal party difficulties above Indian state-sponsored violence on
Canadian soil, a cost-of-living crisis affecting all Canadians, and the return of a potentially hostile US president
reflects an editorial judgment that prioritizes political drama over policy substance

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 1 story — final segment before broadcast end

- Quote: Host Cochran: "tune in in four hours yeah exactly when we scrap this show after his press conference
happens"

- Technique: Cliffhanger placement — the broadcast ends with anticipation of a Trudeau announcement,
maximizing dramatic tension around the Liberal leadership story

- Why problematic: Ending a year-in-review broadcast with a cliffhanger about one party leader's political survival
reinforces the framing of that story as the dominant narrative of Canadian politics

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 3 story introduction

- Quote: The segment opens with a clip introduced as "the next prime minister of Canada Pierre Poilievre" with
applause sound

- Technique: Presumptive audio framing — the applause and the "next prime minister" designation in the clip
introduction create an emotionally positive association with Poilievre before analysis begins

- Why problematic: Audio cues (applause) and presumptive titles shape viewer emotional response before analytical
content is presented
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 510

1 2 3 4 5

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage amplifies the finding. Score = outrage level (0-5) + selectivity (0-5)

Definition: Moral outrage expressed at certain positions, actions, or actors while equivalent or comparable actions by
others are accepted, minimized, or ignored.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 1 story (Trudeau troubles)

- Quote: Rob Benzie: "it is so appallingly incompetent and lamentable | mean | just I'm actually astounded that
someone who is as skilled at Politics as Mr Trudeau was was bungled this so badly it's incredible"

- Technique: Unreciprocated moral condemnation — strong moral language ("appallingly incompetent,”
"astounded") is applied to Trudeau's handling of the Freeland situation with no equivalent moral language applied to
any Conservative or NDP political maneuver discussed in the broadcast

- Why problematic: Selective application of moral condemnation language to one party's actions while describing
other parties' political strategies in neutral or positive terms creates an asymmetric moral framework

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "l also think that uh this issue has become uh harmonious uh with the carbon tax... | think
that is a no small part because of Pierre Poilievre and because Canadians have grown tired of that policy”

- Technique: Positive framing of Conservative political strategy — the Conservative campaign to link carbon tax to
cost of living is described approvingly as "changing public opinion," while Liberal communications failures are
described with moral weight ("lost credibility")

- Why problematic: The same political behavior (shaping public opinion through messaging) is evaluated differently
depending on which party is doing it

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living) — safe supply discussion

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "safe Supply you have really seen the public discourse around safe Supply and injection
sites change and | think that is a result of conservative advocacy"

- Technique: Omission of mortality data outrage — Matthew Dubé notes that overdose death rates are higher in
Alberta and Saskatchewan (provinces that have restricted harm reduction) than in British Columbia (which the
Conservatives target), but this public health fact generates no moral response from the host or other panelists

- Why problematic: A public health outcome (higher death rates) that contradicts the Conservative narrative on safe
supply is noted and then immediately passed over without the moral weight that would typically accompany
discussion of preventable deaths
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9. COMPLETENESS 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Share of covered perspectives
Inverted: original value measures coverage (higher = better). Shown as deviation (higher = larger gaps).

| # | Perspective | Status |

ool

| 1| Liberal government/pro-Trudeau perspective | COVERED (via Vonda Nakkot, though she is a former adviser,
not a current government spokesperson) |

| 2 | Conservative opposition perspective | COVERED (via Kate Harrison) |

| 3 | NDP perspective | COVERED (via Matthew Dubé) |

| 4 | Bloc Québécaois perspective | MENTIONED briefly (referenced as beneficiary of vote splits) |

| 5 | Independent economic analysis on cost of living | MENTIONED (Trevor Tombe cited once, without elaboration)

I
| 6 | South Asian/Sikh diaspora community perspective on Indian interference | MENTIONED (referenced abstractly,
no community voice present) |

| 7 | Foreign policy/national security expert perspective | OMITTED |

| 8 | Green Party perspective | OMITTED |

| 9 | People's Party perspective | OMITTED |

| 10 | Provincial government perspectives (beyond Doug Ford reference) | OMITTED |
Completeness Score: 4/10

The broadcast covers three of five major federal parties and gestures toward diaspora and economic perspectives
without substantive representation. Critical expert voices in national security, foreign policy, and independent
economics are entirely absent. The Bloc, Green, and People's Party are either briefly mentioned or ignored entirely.
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Soft Facts — 6 qualitative techniques

10. FRAMING 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: How the topic is fundamentally constructed — what assumptions are treated as settled, what is presented
as "normal," and what interpretive lens is applied before evidence is examined.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 3 story introduction and throughout
- Quote: "the next prime minister of Canada Pierre Poilievre" (chyron/clip introduction text read into transcript)

- Technique: Presumptive framing — the segment is introduced with language that treats Poilievre's ascension to
the prime ministership as a near-certainty rather than a polling projection

- Why problematic: This frames the Conservative lead as an inevitable outcome rather than a current polling
snapshot, potentially influencing viewer perception of electoral inevitability and suppressing consideration of
alternative outcomes

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 1 story (Trudeau political troubles)
- Quote: Host Cochran: "other than that it's been a pretty good year" (sarcastically, to Nakkot)

- Technique: Ironic dismissal — the host uses sarcasm to pre-frame the Liberal government's year as
comprehensively disastrous before analysis begins

- Why problematic: A public broadcaster's anchor should not editorialize through sarcasm; this signals to viewers
the "correct" interpretation before panelists speak

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: "the Liberals were kind of slow to respond to this, the conservatives were quick to jump on it and it's
derailed like signature policy items like carbon pricing"

- Technique: Causal framing — the host presents Conservative political success as a consequence of Liberal failure
rather than as a separate political phenomenon, embedding a judgment about Liberal competence as a factual
premise

- Why problematic: This frames the entire cost-of-living discussion through the lens of Liberal failure rather than as a
complex policy challenge with multiple actors
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11. WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: The use of loaded language, connotations, euphemisms, or dysphemisms that carry implicit evaluative
weight beyond neutral description.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 1 story, Rob Benzie commentary
- Quote: "he's a dead man walking... he has outstayed his welcome... he's so delusional and narcissistic about it"

- Technique: Dysphemistic escalation — language moves from political metaphor ("dead man walking") to personal
psychological diagnosis ("delusional and narcissistic") without challenge from the host

- Why problematic: Describing a sitting prime minister as "delusional and narcissistic" is a personal attack, not
political analysis. A public broadcaster's standards require that such characterizations be challenged or
contextualized

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "conservatives have done a good job communicating both on the substance of issues... they
have really seized that"

- Technique: Positive framing through active verbs — Conservative success is described with energetic, competent
language ("seized," "done a good job") while Liberal difficulties are described with passive or negative language

- Why problematic: The asymmetry in descriptive language between parties creates an implicit evaluative hierarchy
that is not editorially neutral

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "the government is not doing that with a $21 billion addition deficit on top of the 40 that was
announced in the fall economic statement”

- Technique: Numerical alarm — large deficit figures are cited without context (as percentage of GDP, compared to
peer nations, or relative to program spending) to maximize negative impression

- Why problematic: Decontextualized large numbers function as rhetorical devices rather than analytical tools; no
panelist or host provides the contextualizing framework that responsible journalism requires
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12. MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Asymmetries in the host's questioning style, follow-up pressure, interruptions, and sympathy signals toward
different guests or political positions.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 1 story, directed at Vonda Nakkot

- Quote: Host Cochran: "I'm not going to ask you if you think you should quit | I | want to know what you think he will
do because uh | don't want to put you on the spot"

- Technique: Protective softening — the host explicitly announces he is avoiding a hard question to protect a
Liberal-aligned panelist from discomfort, while no equivalent protection is offered to other panelists

- Why problematic: A moderator who announces protective intent toward one panelist signals editorial sympathy
and undermines the appearance of impartiality required by CBC standards

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 1 story, directed at Rob Benzie

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Rob Benzie playing the role of Wayne Long in that segment just look just really just kind of
a prediction a Stay or Leave Kate"

- Technique: Deflection after harsh commentary — after Benzie calls Trudeau "delusional and narcissistic," the
host's response is a light joke comparing him to a Liberal MP critic, then immediately moves on without challenging
the appropriateness of the characterization

- Why problematic: The host's failure to challenge a personal psychological attack on a sitting prime minister —
while simultaneously softening questions to the Liberal-aligned panelist — represents an inconsistent moderation
standard

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Kate | can get $95 in one bag because they sell wine in grocery stores now uh and that
that is taxfree uh for a limited time"

- Technique: Comedic deflection — the host uses humor to transition away from Kate Harrison's substantive
Conservative-aligned critique of Liberal fiscal policy, effectively lightening the impact of a critical point without
engaging it

- Why problematic: Selective use of humor to deflect from one party's critique while allowing other critiques to stand
unchallenged creates an asymmetric moderation environment
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Whether hard, confrontational questions are directed at some positions while soft, sympathetic questions
are directed at others.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 1 story (Trudeau troubles)

- Quote: Host to Nakkot: "I'm not going to ask you if you think you should quit I I | want to know what you think he
will do because uh | don't want to put you on the spot”

- Technique: Explicit question softening — the host announces in advance that he is avoiding the harder question

- Why problematic: No equivalent softening is offered when discussing Conservative or NDP positions; the
asymmetry is explicit and acknowledged

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "winning Toronto St Paul winning Langley which we expected them to win but by 50
percentage points and a persistent 20 plus lead in the polls | mean a pretty good year for an opposition party"

- Technique: Celebratory framing of Conservative success — the host's question to Kate Harrison is structured as
an affirmation of Conservative achievement rather than a probe of Conservative vulnerabilities

- Why problematic: No equivalent affirmatory framing is used when discussing Liberal or NDP performance; the
question functions as a compliment rather than an inquiry

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living)

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Matthew uh the Liberals were kind of slow to respond to this uh the conservatives were
quick to jump on it and it's derailed like signature policy items like carbon pricing for the government”

- Technique: Loaded premise in question — the question directed at the NDP panelist embeds a negative judgment
about Liberal performance as a factual premise, requiring the respondent to either accept or contest the framing
before answering

- Why problematic: Questions to Conservative-aligned panelists do not embed equivalent negative premises about
Conservative performance
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14. FALSE BALANCE 4/10

1 2 3 4

Definition: Artificial balance that misrepresents the actual state of evidence, expert consensus, or factual record by
treating unequal positions as equivalent.

Finding 1:

- Location: Number 4 story (cost of living) — carbon tax discussion

- Quote: Host Cochran: "Trevor Tombe and others have done studies carbon tax doesn't really affect things as
much as people would argue politically... but that's a real long explanation that requires footnotes and charts"

- Technique: False equivalence between evidence and perception — the host acknowledges the empirical evidence
(carbon tax has limited affordability impact) but then treats political perception as equally valid, implying that the
"long explanation” is a political liability rather than a factual matter

- Why problematic: Treating empirical economic evidence and political messaging as equivalent inputs into a policy
debate misrepresents the epistemic status of each; a public broadcaster has a responsibility to distinguish between
evidence and perception

Finding 2:

- Location: Number 3 story (Conservative surge) — global political trends

- Quote: Kate Harrison: "l think you see globally the re the the election of more right-leaning uh governments and
politicians and | think that in many ways the pendulum is swinging back"

- Technique: Selective global trend citation — the claim of a global right-wing wave is presented as established fact;
Dubé's counter-examples (Susan Holt in New Brunswick, UK Labour) are noted but not given equal analytical
weight

- Why problematic: The "global right-wing wave" narrative is contested by political scientists; presenting it as
consensus while treating counter-examples as exceptions misrepresents the state of comparative political analysis

Finding 3:

- Location: Number 2 story (Trump) — tariff discussion

- Quote: Rob Benzie: "people are catastrophizing Trump so much right now saying oh my God it's the end of the
world... it is not the end of the world"

- Technique: False moderation — Benzie's dismissal of "catastrophizing" creates an artificial middle ground
between alarm and complacency without engaging with the specific economic modeling of 25% tariff impacts on
Canadian industries

- Why problematic: Whether 25% tariffs constitute a catastrophe for specific Canadian industries (auto, agriculture,
lumber) is an empirical question that requires economic analysis, not rhetorical moderation
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: What becomes "the issue" through the broadcast's structure, emphasis, and exclusions — and what is
systematically excluded from the agenda entirely.

Finding 1:

- Location: Overall broadcast structure

- Quote: The five stories selected are: Indian interference, cost of living, Conservative surge, Trump's return,
Trudeau's troubles

- Technique: Partisan political agenda dominance — four of five stories are primarily about partisan political
competition (Conservative surge, Trudeau troubles, Trump's political impact, cost of living as political liability); only
Indian interference has a significant non-partisan dimension

- Why problematic: Major 2024 Canadian stories with significant public impact that are entirely absent include: the
Gaza conflict and its domestic implications (mentioned only briefly as a factor in byelections), the housing crisis as a
standalone story, Indigenous rights and reconciliation developments, climate policy beyond carbon tax politics, and
healthcare system pressures

Finding 2:

- Location: Throughout broadcast

- Quote: The Gaza conflict is mentioned only as: "the war on Gaza did have a profound impact as well and the rise
of anti-Semitism as well as anti-Palestinian racism"

- Technique: Subordination of major story — the Gaza conflict and its profound impact on Canadian Muslim, Jewish,
and Arab communities, on university campuses, on foreign policy, and on domestic politics is reduced to a
parenthetical explanation for byelection results

- Why problematic: A story that dominated Canadian public discourse for much of 2024, generated significant
parliamentary debate, and affected community relations across the country is treated as a footnote rather than a
standalone story

Finding 3:

- Location: Throughout broadcast

- Quote: No mention of: Indigenous land rights, MMIWG implementation, First Nations water advisories, or any
Indigenous political story

- Technique: Systematic Indigenous invisibility — in a year-in-review of Canadian political stories, Indigenous
political issues are entirely absent from the agenda

- Why problematic: The CBC has a specific mandate under the Broadcasting Act to reflect Indigenous peoples'
perspectives and realities; their complete absence from a national political year-in-review represents a significant
agenda-setting failure
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CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION

A) Summary Table: 15 Criteria

#
1

Criterion

Framing

Word Choice

Expert Selection

Selective Omission

Moderation Behavior

Time Distribution

Question Asymmetry

Guilt by Association

Numerical Manipulation

Timing & Placement

Source Selection

Selective Outrage

False Balance

Agenda-Setting

B) Overall Scores

Score | Key Finding

6/10

6/10

7/10

7/10

6/10

5/10

6/10

3/10

6/10

4/10

6/10

5/10

4/10

6/10

Trudeau's political troubles are pre-framed as comprehensively disastrous
through host sarcasm and presumptive Conservative victory language

Sitting PM described as "delusional and narcissistic" without host
challenge; asymmetric descriptive language between parties

Panel consists entirely of partisan operatives and former politicians; no
independent policy experts present

Indigenous stories entirely absent; Gaza conflict subordinated;
Conservative policy scrutiny minimal compared to Liberal policy scrutiny

Host explicitly softens questions to Liberal-aligned panelist while allowing
harsh characterizations of PM to stand unchallenged

NDP consistently last and briefest; Bloc entirely absent; Liberal panelist
receives extended personal narrative opportunity

Conservative success framed affirmatorily; Liberal performance embedded
as negative premise in questions

January 6 associated with tariff policy; Khalistan/Quebec separatist
analogy imprecise but not malicious

Polling ranges cited without methodology; deficit figures decontextualized;
demographic statistics uncited

Trudeau troubles ranked #1 above state-sponsored violence and economic
crisis; cliffhanger ending maximizes Liberal leadership drama

Single economist cited to settle contested policy debate; unattributed
polling used by partisan analyst

Strong moral condemnation of Trudeau's actions; Conservative political
strategies described approvingly; overdose death data generates no moral
response

Empirical evidence on carbon tax treated as equivalent to political
perception; global right-wing wave presented as consensus

Indigenous stories entirely absent; Gaza conflict subordinated; four of five
stories framed through partisan competition lens

Criteria Score (average of 15): 5.4/10

C) Top 3 Manipulation Techniques Observed
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1. Partisan Panel Construction Presented as Expert Analysis

The broadcast's most structurally significant bias is the composition of the panel itself. Three of four panelists are
former partisan operatives (Liberal adviser, Conservative analyst, NDP MP), and the fourth is a journalist from a
specific outlet. This panel is presented as providing expert political analysis, but each panelist's commentary is
inherently filtered through partisan interest. The host does not consistently flag these conflicts of interest, allowing
advocacy to be received as analysis. This is particularly problematic for a public broadcaster whose mandate requires
impartiality.

2. Asymmetric Accountability Standards

Throughout the broadcast, Liberal policy failures are examined with substantive critical analysis (carbon tax credibility,
fiscal management, communications failures, leadership dysfunction), while Conservative policy positions are
examined primarily as messaging successes. The question "does this policy work?" is applied to Liberal policies but
not to Conservative alternatives. This creates a structural accountability asymmetry that systematically disadvantages
the governing party while insulating the opposition from equivalent scrutiny.

3. Agenda Compression Around Partisan Drama

The broadcast's countdown structure and story selection compress the Canadian political year into a narrative of
Liberal decline and Conservative ascendancy. Stories with profound public impact — the Gaza conflict's domestic
dimensions, Indigenous political developments, housing as a standalone crisis — are either absent or subordinated to
their partisan political implications. This agenda compression serves a specific political narrative while failing the
CBC's mandate to reflect the full breadth of Canadian political and social reality.

D) 3 Core Messages Embedded in the Broadcast

Content Message (what the viewer learns):

"The Liberal government has failed comprehensively across all major policy areas, the Conservatives are the
inevitable next government, and Justin Trudeau's personal political survival is the most important Canadian
political story of 2024."

» Technique: Countdown structure + framing + agenda-setting

» Evidence: The #1 story ranking for Trudeau's troubles; the "next prime minister" framing for Poilievre; the
consistent framing of cost of living, Indian interference, and Trump's return through the lens of Liberal failure

Personal Message (who is presented positively/negatively):

“Pierre Poilievre is a competent, message-disciplined leader who has correctly read the public mood; Justin
Trudeau is a delusional, narcissistic, politically incompetent leader who has outstayed his welcome."

» Technique: Word choice asymmetry + selective outrage + moderation behavior

» Evidence: "delusional and narcissistic" (Benzie, unchallenged); "conservatives have done a good job" (Harrison,
affirmed); "the next prime minister of Canada Pierre Poilievre" (clip introduction with applause)

Societal Message (what worldview is reinforced):

"Canadian politics is fundamentally a binary contest between Liberals and Conservatives; other parties,
communities, and issues are secondary variables in that contest; and the appropriate response to political failure
is partisan change rather than systemic reform."

» Technique: Agenda-setting + time distribution + selective omission

» Evidence: Complete absence of Indigenous political stories; Gaza conflict reduced to byelection footnote; NDP
and Bloc treated as peripheral actors; no discussion of electoral reform, democratic institutions, or structural policy
alternatives

E) Classification

Classification: CLEAR ONE-SIDEDNESS (4.1-6.0)
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The broadcast exhibits systematic but not extreme bias. The bias is structural (panel composition, agenda-setting,
story ranking) rather than overtly propagandistic, and individual panelists do offer some counterbalancing
perspectives. However, the cumulative effect of framing choices, moderation asymmetries, and agenda compression
produces a broadcast that consistently advantages the Conservative political narrative while disadvantaging the
Liberal government, and that fails to represent the full breadth of Canadian political and social reality.

F) Summary

This broadcast falls short of the standards established in CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices, which require
accuracy, fairness, balance, and impartiality in all programming. The panel's composition — three partisan operatives
and one journalist — structurally compromises the impartiality requirement, as advocacy is presented as analysis
without adequate disclosure of conflicts of interest. The host's moderation behavior exhibits measurable asymmetry,
including the explicit announcement of protective questioning for the Liberal-aligned panelist and the failure to
challenge a personal psychological attack on a sitting prime minister. The broadcast's agenda-setting function —
ranking Trudeau's political troubles above state-sponsored violence on Canadian soil and a cost-of-living crisis
affecting all Canadians, while entirely omitting Indigenous political stories — raises serious questions about
compliance with Section 3(1)(l) of the Broadcasting Act, which requires that the CBC "safeguard, enrich and
strengthen the cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Canada" and reflect the country's diversity. The
complete absence of Indigenous perspectives from a national political year-in-review is particularly inconsistent with
the CBC's specific mandate to serve Indigenous communities. While the broadcast does not rise to the level of
extreme bias, its cumulative structural choices produce a year-in-review that functions more as a narrative of Liberal
decline and Conservative ascendancy than as a comprehensive, balanced account of Canadian political life in 2024,
and this represents a meaningful departure from the CRTC's expectation of high journalistic ethical standards for
public broadcasters.
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS

Party Bias Scores

Evidence

NDP 0 Treated as a legitimate but peripheral voice; Matthew Dubé is present but
consistently last; NDP policy positions neither attacked nor strongly advocated

Green Party -2 Entirely absent from a broadcast that discusses climate policy (carbon tax) at length;
(GPC) no Green perspective on environmental policy is sought

Liberal Party -3 Governing party subjected to consistent critical framing; PM described as "delusional
(LPC) and narcissistic" without challenge; Liberal policy failures examined in detail while

Liberal achievements are minimized

Bloc Québécois -1 Mentioned only as a beneficiary of vote splits; no Bloc representative or analyst
(BQ) present; Quebec political dynamics treated as peripheral

Conservative Party +3 Introduced with applause and "next prime minister" framing; policy messaging
(CPC) described approvingly; polling leads presented without methodological scrutiny;

Conservative political strategy praised as competent

People's Party -2 Entirely absent; no discussion of PPC's role in vote splitting or its policy positions
(PPC) despite its relevance to the Conservative surge story

Detailed Evidence

NDP (Score: 0)

* Quote: Matthew Dubé: "l think wanting to be stand-apart on this issue was part of what motivated that decision"
(re: tearing up supply-and-confidence agreement)

* Interpretation: NDP is treated as a rational political actor making strategic decisions; neither praised nor
condemned; the neutral score reflects genuine balance in how the NDP is discussed, though their marginalization
through structural placement (always last) is noted

Green Party (Score: -2)

» Quote: No Green Party mention in entire broadcast despite carbon tax being a central discussion topic

* Interpretation: The Green Party's absence from a broadcast that extensively discusses climate policy and carbon
pricing — the Green Party's signature issue — represents a significant omission that disadvantages the party by
denying it any presence in the relevant policy debate

Liberal Party (Score: -3)
* Quote: Rob Benzie: "he's so delusional and narcissistic about it... he has outstayed his welcome... he's a dead
man walking"

+ Interpretation: The sitting prime minister is subjected to personal psychological characterization that goes beyond
political analysis; this language, unchallenged by the host, represents the most significant individual bias indicator
in the broadcast. Combined with the structural framing of Liberal policy as comprehensively failed, the Liberal
Party receives the most consistently negative treatment

Bloc Québécois (Score: -1)
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* Quote: Matthew Dubé: "the block to some degree in Quebec... the conservatives grew very incrementally they
were a non-factor but they were a factor in the end because everything they hived off from the Liberals allowed
you know the block to sort of squeak through"

* Interpretation: The Bloc is discussed only as a mechanical beneficiary of vote dynamics, not as a political actor
with its own platform, values, or constituency concerns; this reduces the second-largest opposition party to a
footnote

Conservative Party (Score: +3)
» Quote: Kate Harrison: "conservatives have done a good job communicating both on the substance of issues... they
have really seized that... | think that uh conservatives have managed to change public opinion and the narrative"

* Interpretation: Conservative political strategy is consistently described with positive, active language ("seized,"
"done a good job," "managed to change public opinion") by the Conservative analyst, and these characterizations
are affirmed rather than challenged by the host; the "next prime minister" framing in the clip introduction adds a
production-level positive bias

People's Party (Score: -2)
* Quote: No PPC mention in entire broadcast

* Interpretation: The PPC's role in the Conservative surge story — whether PPC voters have returned to the CPC,
whether Poilievre's rightward positioning has absorbed PPC support — is analytically relevant but entirely
unexamined; the party's absence from a broadcast about the Conservative surge represents a meaningful
omission

Summary Statistics

Most Favored Party: Conservative Party (CPC) — Score: +3
Most Disadvantaged Party: Liberal Party (LPC) — Score: -3
Average Deviation from 0 (absolute values): (0+2+3+1+3+2)+6=1.83
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CHAPTER 4 — LEGAL CLASSIFICATION

A) CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP)

ACCURACY

Finding

Standard

Evidence

Violation Severity

Unverified
demographic
statistics

Unattributed polling
data

Garbled academic
citation

FAIRNESS

Finding

JSP: Accuracy
requires verification
of all factual claims

JSP: Accuracy
requires sourcing of
statistical claims

JSP: Accuracy

requires correct
identification of
sources

Standard

Rob Benzie: "one in
25 Canadians is of
Indian descent one in
50 Canadians is of
Sikh descent" — no
source cited

Kate Harrison: "the
polling I've seen
suggests that could
be as high as 25
points ahead" — no
polling firm, date, or
methodology cited

Vonda Nakkot: "I've
actually read from
piece from Ben Road
said in foreign affairs"
— author name
appears corrupted

Evidence

Statistics presented Moderate
as established facts

without citation; the 1-

in-50 Sikh figure

requires verification

against Statistics

Canada data

Polling data used to ~ Moderate
support political
argument without

verifiable sourcing

An unverifiable Minor
citation cannot be

assessed for

accuracy and should

not be broadcast

without correction

Violation

Severity

Personal
psychological
characterization of
PM

Absence of current
government voice

JSP: Fairness
requires that
individuals not be
subjected to unfair
personal attacks

JSP: Fairness
requires that parties
affected by criticism
have opportunity to
respond

Rob Benzie: "he's so
delusional and
narcissistic about it"
— unchallenged by
host

No current Liberal
government
spokesperson or
sitting Liberal MP is
present; Nakkot is a
former adviser

Describing a sitting
prime minister as
"delusional and
narcissistic" without
challenge violates the
fairness standard;
this is a personal
attack, not political
analysis

Significant

The governing party  Moderate
is discussed primarily

through critics and a

former adviser; no

current government

voice is present to

respond to specific

criticisms
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Indigenous JSP: Fairness No Indigenous A national year-in- Significant
communities requires political story, review that entirely
unrepresented representation of perspective, or voice  omits Indigenous
affected communities appears in a national political realities fails
political year-in- the fairness standard
review with respect to a

significant portion of
the Canadian

population
BALANCE
Finding Standard Evidence Violation Severity
Asymmetric policy JSP: Balance Liberal policies The broadcast Moderate
scrutiny requires equivalent examined critically applies substantive
scrutiny of all major throughout; policy scrutiny to the
political actors Conservative policy governing party while
platform examined treating the
primarily as opposition's platform
messaging success  as a communications
exercise
Bloc and Green Party JSP: Balance in Neither the Bloc Two parties with Moderate
absence political coverage Québécois nor the parliamentary
requires Green Party has any  representation and
representation of representative or significant voter
significant political analytical voice in the support are entirely
parties broadcast absent from a
national political year-
in-review
Carbon tax evidence  JSP: Balance does Host: "Trevor Tombe Treating empirical Moderate
vs. perception not require treating and others have done economic evidence
evidence and opinion studies... but that'sa as equivalent to
as equivalent real long explanation political perception in
that requires the name of

footnotes and charts" "balance"
misrepresents the
epistemic status of
each

IMPARTIALITY
Finding Standard Evidence Violation Severity
Host sarcasm about  JSP: Impartiality Host Cochran: "other Sarcastic Moderate
Liberal government requires that anchors than that it's been a editorializing by a
not editorialize pretty good year" public broadcaster's
(sarcastically, to anchor violates the

Nakkot about Liberal impartiality standard
government's year)

Explicit protective JSP: Impartiality Host: "I'm not going Announcing Moderate
questioning requires consistent to ask you if you think protective intent

you should quit I I | toward one panelist

want to know what while applying harder
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questioning you think he will do questioning to others
standards because uh | don't violates impartiality
want to put you on
the spot"
Affirmatory framing of JSP: Impartiality Host: "winning Framing Minor
Conservative success requires neutral Toronto St Paul Conservative
framing of all parties' winning Langley performance as "a
performance which we expected pretty good year" in
them to win but by 50 an affirmatory tone
percentage points without equivalent

and a persistent 20 positive framing for
plus lead in the polls | other parties violates
mean a pretty good impartiality

year for an opposition

party"
INDEPENDENCE
Finding Standard Evidence Violation Severity
Panel composition JSP: Independence  Three of four While inviting partisan Minor
reflects partisan requires that CBC not panelists are former  analysts is standard
ecosystem be captured by partisan operatives; practice, a panel
partisan interests their analysis is composed entirely of
structurally aligned partisan operatives
with their partisan without independent
histories expert voices raises
independence
concerns

B) Broadcasting Act, S.C. 1991, c. 11, Section 3(1)

Section 3(1)(I): The programming provided by the Corporation should "reflect Canada's regions and its two official
language communities" and "be made available throughout Canada"

Finding Evidence Violation Severity
Indigenous peoples entirely No Indigenous political The Broadcasting Act's Significant
absent story, voice, or perspective requirement that CBC

appears in the broadcast reflect Canada's diversity
— including Indigenous
peoples — is violated by
the complete absence of
Indigenous political content
from a national year-in-

review
Regional perspectives Provincial politics The requirement to reflect  Minor
limited discussed primarily through Canada's regions is
Ontario (Doug Ford, partially met but not

Toronto byelections) and comprehensively fulfilled
federal lens; Atlantic

Canada, Prairie provinces,

and BC receive minimal

attention
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Section 3(1)(m): The programming provided by the Corporation should "contribute to shared national consciousness

and identity"
Finding Evidence Violation Severity
Gaza conflict subordinated A story that profoundly Failing to engage Moderate
affected Canadian substantively with a story
communities — Muslim, that shaped Canadian
Jewish, Arab, and others — community relations and
is reduced to a national identity
parenthetical explanation discussions in 2024
for byelection results represents a failure to
contribute to shared
national consciousness
C) CRTC Conditions of Licence
High Standard of Journalistic Ethics
Finding Evidence Violation Severity

Rob Benzie: "he's so
delusional and narcissistic
about it" — host responds
with a joke

Personal attack on sitting
PM unchallenged

Unverified statistics
broadcast

Multiple instances of
unverified demographic and
polling statistics

Partisan panel without
disclosure

Panel of former partisan
operatives presented as
political analysts without

CRTC's expectation of high Significant
journalistic ethical

standards requires that

personal psychological

attacks on public figures be

challenged or

contextualized by the host

High journalistic standards  Moderate
require verification of

factual claims before

broadcast

High journalistic standards = Moderate

require transparent
disclosure of panelists'

adequate conflict-of-interest conflicts of interest

disclosure

Overall Regulatory Assessment

This broadcast presents a pattern of regulatory concerns that, while not individually catastrophic, collectively represent
a meaningful departure from the standards expected of Canada's public broadcaster. The most significant single
violation is the broadcast of a personal psychological characterization of a sitting prime minister ("delusional and
narcissistic") without host challenge, which violates both the CBC's JSP fairness standard and the CRTC's expectation
of high journalistic ethics. The complete absence of Indigenous political content from a national political year-in-review
represents a structural failure to comply with the Broadcasting Act's diversity mandate and the CBC's specific
obligations to Indigenous communities. The broadcast's panel composition — three partisan operatives and one
journalist — while a common format in political broadcasting, is not adequately disclosed in terms of conflicts of
interest, and the host's asymmetric moderation behavior (protective questioning for the Liberal-aligned panelist,
unchallenged harsh characterizations of the Liberal PM) falls below the impartiality standard established in the CBC's
own Journalistic Standards and Practices. Taken together, these findings suggest that the broadcast's production
choices — panel selection, story ranking, clip curation, and moderation style — systematically produce a center-right
political lean that is inconsistent with the public broadcaster's mandate of impartiality and its obligation under Section
3(1) of the Broadcasting Act to serve all Canadians equitably.

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1

Page 28


mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

E®

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

Source Credibility Check

Source/Expert Cited

Funding Source

Conflicts of Interest

Credibility

Counter-Voice
Offered?

Trevor Tombe
(economist,
University of Calgary)

"Ben Road" / Foreign

Affairs article (garbled

citation)

Unspecified polling
data (Kate Harrison)

Justice Hogue's
report (referenced)

Rob Benzie / Toronto
Star

Vonda Nakkot
(former Liberal
adviser)

Kate Harrison
(Conservative
analyst)

Matthew Dubé
(former NDP MP)

University of Calgary
(public institution);

has received funding
from various sources
including think tanks

Unknown — citation
unverifiable

Unknown — "the
polling I've seen”

Government of
Canada (Public
Inquiry into Foreign
Interference)

Torstar Corporation
(private media)

Former government
employee; current
affiliations not
disclosed

Affiliations not fully
disclosed in
broadcast

Former public
servant; current
affiliations not
disclosed

End of Analysis Report — Version 1.0-chbc

Prepared by: Senior Media Analysis Unit

Has published on
carbon pricing;
generally considered
credible on fiscal
policy; cited
selectively to support
one side of a
contested debate

Unknown

Conservative analyst
citing unspecified
polling favorable to
Conservatives

Government-
commissioned but

independent mandate

Toronto Star has a
historically center-left
editorial position;
Benzie covers
Ontario politics

Direct conflict of
interest as former
Trudeau PMO
adviser

Direct conflict of
interest as
Conservative political
analyst

Direct conflict of
interest as former
NDP parliamentarian

High

Unassessable

Low (as cited)

High

Medium-High
(journalistic
credibility)

Medium (as political
analyst); Low (as
neutral observer)

Medium (as political
analyst); Low (as
neutral observer)

Medium (as political
analyst); Low (as
neutral observer)

Subject broadcast: Power & Politics, CBC News Network, December 24, 2024

No — cited to settle
debate, not to open it

No

No

N/A — report not yet
released at time of
broadcast

Partial — Benzie
offers some
moderating
perspectives on
Trump

Partial — Kate
Harrison provides
Conservative
counterpoint

Partial — Nakkot and
Dubé provide
counterpoints

Partial — Harrison
provides
Conservative
counterpoint
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Individual Scores — All 15 Criteria

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

No. Criterion ‘ Score Rating
1 EXPERT SELECTION 7 YY)
2 SOURCE SELECTION 6 eoo
3 TIME DISTRIBUTION 5 ooo
4  SELECTIVE OMISSION 7 YY)
5 NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 6 eoo
6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 3 oo
7  TIMING & PLACEMENT 4 oo
8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 5 eoo
9 COMPLETENESS 6 eoo
10 FRAMING 6 eoo
11  WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 6 eoo
12 MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6 eoo
13  QUESTION ASYMMETRY 6 eoo
14 FALSE BALANCE 4 oo
15 AGENDA-SETTING 6 (YY)

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 5.4/10 Significant imbalance

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 5.7/10 Significant imbalance

OVERALL SCORE 5.6/10 Significant imbalance

Average of Hardfacts and Softfacts
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KEY — Score Definitions

Individual Scores per Criterion (0-10)

0 No finding

1-2

34

6 Significant finding

Weak finding

Slight to moderate
finding

Moderate finding
with impact

(threshold)

7 Significant finding

8-9

10 Maximum severity

Severe finding

No relevant anomaly detected.
Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance.

Recognizable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance.

Relevant imbalance affecting the audience's opinion-forming potential.

Scores of 6 and above are classified as 'significant findings.'

Clear, well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance.
Pronounced imbalance; multiple documented individual findings in this criterion.

Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion.

Aggregated Deviation Index — Interpretation Ranges

0.0-2.5
2.6-4.0
41-6.0
6.1-8.0
8.1-10

Unremarkable

Slight imbalance
Significant imbalance

Serious deviation from
the impartiality
standard. High degree
of deviation

Fundamental systemic
one-sidedness. Very
high bias degree

Party-Political Bias (-5 to +5)

No significant patterns detected; broadcast meets the impartiality
standard.

Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within tolerance range.
Multiple significant findings; relevant impairment of perspective diversity.

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance.

Maximum severity across nearly all criteria; systematically one-sided
reporting.

-5to -3

-2 to -1
0
+1 to +2

+3 to +5

Strongly
disadvantaged

Slightly disadvantaged
Neutral

Slightly favored
Strongly favored

Legal and Methodological Notes

Party is significantly underrepresented in framing, airtime, or
presentation.

Recognizable but minor disadvantage.
No detectable favoritism or disadvantage.
Recognizable but minor favoritism.

Party is significantly overrepresented in framing, airtime, or presentation.
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The results presented do not constitute factual determinations about individual persons,
editorial teams, or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardized operationalization,
not a finding of individual responsibility.

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment under Broadcasting
Act s. 3(1)(l). The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates legal requirements
is exclusively the responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular CRTC).

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial
intent. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news environment, political
controversy, or format logic.

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7
means a significant imbalance was detected — not that the editorial team intended it. The
methodology makes no claims about motives or strategic objectives.

The index serves comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not
precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve heuristic
orientation, not sharp legal qualification.
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APPENDIX: NATIONAL BROADCASTING LAW

Legal Basis Canada — CBC/Radio-Canada

Law
Broadcasting Act (S.C. 1991, c. 11)

Relevant Sections

» Section 3(1)(d): The Canadian broadcasting system should safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political,
social and economic fabric of Canada.

» Section 3(1)(l): The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, as the national public broadcaster, should provide radio
and television services incorporating a wide range of programming that informs, enlightens and entertains; be
predominantly and distinctively Canadian; reflect Canada and its regions to national and regional audiences;
actively contribute to the flow and exchange of cultural expression; be in English and in French; contribute to
shared national consciousness and identity.

» Section 3(1)(m): The programming provided by the Corporation should be made available throughout Canada by
the most appropriate and efficient means.

CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP)

6 Core Principles:

1. Accuracy: Facts correct and verified

2. Fairness: Fair treatment of all parties

3. Balance: Balanced representation of controversial topics
4. Impartiality: Impartial reporting

5. Integrity: Journalistic integrity

6. Independence: Editorial independence

Online Legislation

+ C-11 (Online Streaming Act): Streaming regulation
* C-18 (Online News Act): News compensation

Regulatory Authority

* CRTC (Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission): Regulation, licensing
« CBC Ombudsman: Internal complaints body (not independent, no sanctioning authority)

Special Note

Canada has no independent external regulator comparable to Switzerland's UBI. The CBC Ombudsman is an internal
body. CBC left the CBSC (Canadian Broadcast Standards Council) in 2009.

Complaints Process

1. CBC Ombudsman (internal)
2. CRTC (licensing conditions)
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Reports and Membership at SVFAB

At SVFAB.ch you will find detailed reports and can also commission custom analyses for any broadcast (billed separately).
To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on membership fees and donations.

Contact and further information:
www.SVFAB.ch | Kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Bank details: PostFinance — POFICHBE
IBAN: CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1
Beneficiary: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zrich 1
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The following books are available from SVFAB

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch

Unbalanced Reporting is the response to the halving initiative in
Switzerland: Manipulation techniques are explained in detail, starting
. = ; " with the selection of staff and sourcesThen 15 principles are explained:
‘ ﬁ | .t L omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association,
s ‘f RS . emotionalisation, context removal and many more, illustrated with
" pAmK.‘m" ‘E:?\}:ﬁ“_““"”" numerous examples. Additionally, it becomes apparent where we
- Unausgewogene‘ ourselves apply these techniques - fostering not only awareness but
¢ =N 8  also empathy.
I'S_! Optionally the book comes with playing cards.
; ; Also available as an audiobook.

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else
has written the script.

Those who don’t know this deliver material. Good quotes that get cut
wrong. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context. Honest
answers framed as confessions.

This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox — for everyone
who faces a microphone and wants to know what to do about it. 7
chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most common
traps. The three principles of sovereignty —anchoring, reframing,
setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour. Body and voice. What to
do when things go wrong. And what matters after the interview.

For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for everyone
who is in the public eye and wants to understand how the game
works. So they stop playing along — and start shaping it.

In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, reference, follow-up and when
difficulties arise

You think you see the world.In Wirklichkeit siehst du den Rahmen,
den jemand um sie gelegt hat. Framing ist die alteste und eleganteste
Manipulationstechnik der world. Sie verandert nicht die Fakten - sie
verandert, was wir aus den Fakten machen. Wie wir fihlen. Was wir
glauben. Wie wir entscheiden. Und sie funktioniert —weil wir alle
mitmachen. Taglich. Unbewusst. Auch du. Dieses Buch ist kein
trockenes Lehrbuch. Es ist ein Ubungsbuch - spielerisch, direkt,
voller Beispiele aus dem echten Leben. Du lernst nicht nur, wie
andere dich framen. Du lernst, wie du selbst framest —und wie du es
bewusst und fair einsetzen kannst.
( o S Because whoever understands framing sees the world more clearly.
S mif viclen Bespleler- = Hears news differently. Conducts conversations more confidently.
SRk And no longer so easily accepts a frame chosen by someone else.
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and
everyday life — and the occasional smile.
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything.

The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from

DAS UBI- every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can file a complaint.

BESCHWERDESYSTEM There is even an authority for this: the UBI, the Independent
it RSN o Complaints Authority for Radio and Television.

But: It is not independent. It has no sanctioning power. And it decides
in 99.6% of all cases: nothing.
This analysis exposes the system - factual, precise, without polemics.
Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal recourse. And
the constitutional review showing: the UBI system meets none of the
three fundamental criteria — it is not proportionate, not separated by
powers, not market-based.
The authority supposed to protect citizens primarily protects the
system it should be overseeing.
Essential reading for anyone considering a complaint — and for anyone
who wants to understand why genuine media oversight in Switzerland
is still pending.

B
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