Association suisse pour une information équilibrée

. Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
X Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

CBC DETAILED ANALYSIS
2025-12-12_CBC News : The National | Another Conservative MP joins Liberals

Broadcast: 2025-12-12 | Analyzed: 2026-05-06 09:14
Version 2.0-detail | Konverter 3.0 (2026-03-19) | Standard: Broadcasting Act s. 3(1)(1)

OVERALL
SCORE

STEP 0 — BROADCAST INFO & TOPIC CONTEXT

## Broadcast Information
Title: CBC News: The National — "Another Conservative MP Joins Liberals"

Estimated Date: December 12, 2025 (based on internal references to Parliament rising for holidays, January
Conservative convention, and seasonal context)

6.93/10 Serious deviation from the impatrtiality standard. High degree of
) deviation

Approximate Length: 60—75 minutes (standard National broadcast format)
Network: CBC Television / CBC/Radio-Canada
Anchor/Moderator:

» Adrienne Arsenault — Chief Correspondent, CBC News (primary anchor)
* Rosemary Barton — Host, Power & Politics (At Issue segment host)
Correspondents/Reporters:

+ Kate McKenna — Parliamentary correspondent, Ottawa

» David Cochrane — Host, Power & Politics (analyst)

» Catherine Cullen — Parliamentary correspondent, Ottawa

* Michelle Song — Reporter, Toronto (VIA Rail story)

* Yasmin Renea — Reporter, Abbotsford (BC flooding)

* Ashley Burke — Reporter, Ottawa (museum CEO story)

« Lisa Xing — Reporter, Toronto (cold case story)

« Catherine Tunney — Reporter, Ottawa (terrorist designation story)

+ Katie Nicholson — Reporter, Washington (Venezuela story)

+ Raffi Boudjikanian — Reporter, Jerusalem (Gaza storm story)
At Issue Panelists:

» Chantal Hébert — Political columnist (affiliation: Toronto Star / L'actualité)

* Andrew Coyne — Political columnist (affiliation: Globe and Mail)

+ Althia Raj — Political journalist (affiliation: Huffington Post Canada / CBC)
Guests/Interviewees (non-CBC):
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* Michael Ma — Newly defected Liberal MP, Markham-Unionville

* Mark Carney — Prime Minister, Liberal Party (clip)

* Pierre Poilievre — Leader, Conservative Party (statement quoted)
Isabelle Ladouceur — VIA Rail passenger (vox pop)

» Dave Martens — Chicken farmer, Abbotsford (vox pop)

» Various unnamed officials, flood residents, museum staff, cold case family members
## Main Topic
The broadcast's dominant story is the floor-crossing of Conservative MP Michael Ma to the Liberal Party, which brings

the Carney government to within one seat of a majority, framed as a major political victory for the Liberals and a
potentially fatal blow to Pierre Poilievre's leadership.

## Current Context (3—4 sentences)

As of December 2025, Canada is operating under a minority Liberal government led by Mark Carney, who won the
spring 2025 federal election against Pierre Poilievre's Conservatives in what was widely considered a stunning
reversal of pre-election polling. Poilievre had entered 2025 with a commanding lead but lost both the election and his
own seat. The Conservative Party faces a leadership review vote at its January 2026 convention in Calgary, creating
significant internal pressure. Floor-crossings are constitutionally permitted in Canada's Westminster system but are
politically controversial, raising questions about democratic representation, voter mandate, and party discipline.

## Relevant Perspectives a Balanced Broadcast Should Include

# Perspective Status

1 Liberal Party / Carney government COVERED
(positive framing of floor-crossing)

2 Conservative Party / Poilievre MENTIONED (briefly, via statement
response only)

3 Michael Ma's constituents in OMITTED

Markham-Unionville (democratic
mandate question)

4 Constitutional/democratic scholars on  OMITTED
floor-crossing legitimacy

5 Conservative caucus members MENTIONED (anonymously)
(beyond anonymous quotes)

6 NDP perspective on minority OMITTED
parliament dynamics

7 Bloc Québécois perspective on MENTIONED (briefly in At Issue)
minority parliament

8 Political scientists on precedentand  OMITTED
implications

9 Voters/public opinion on floor- OMITTED

crossing as democratic practice

10 Historical context: floor-crossing OMITTED
precedents in Canadian politics
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Completeness Score: 3/10

## Missing Voices

1.

a b~ wWwN

~N O

Constitutional law scholars — No legal expert was consulted on the democratic legitimacy of floor-crossing or its
implications for the Westminster system

. Markham-Unionville constituents — Voters who elected Ma as a Conservative were entirely absent from coverage
. NDP representatives — The third party in Parliament, relevant to minority dynamics, was not consulted

. Independent political scientists — No academic perspective on floor-crossing precedent or party system health

. Conservative backbenchers on record — Only anonymous sources; no named Conservative MP offered

perspective

. Electoral reform advocates — Groups who argue floor-crossing undermines democratic representation
. Former floor-crossers — Historical perspective from those who have experienced this from both sides
. Public opinion researchers — No polling data on Canadian attitudes toward floor-crossing presented
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STEP 1 — DETAILED 15-CRITERIA ANALYSIS

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
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1. FRAMING 8/10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Definition: How the topic is fundamentally constructed — what assumptions are built into the story's architecture, what
is treated as "normal" or "given" without challenge.

Finding 1:
+ Location: Opening tease / lead segment

* Quote: "Breaking tonight, the federal liberals are now just one seat away from a majority government after another
conservative MP crosses the aisle."

» Technique: The floor-crossing is framed exclusively as a Liberal gain ("just one seat away from a majority") rather
than as a democratic or constitutional event with complex implications. The word "breaking" elevates it to crisis-
level news with a celebratory Liberal framing built in.

» Why problematic: The framing presupposes that a Liberal majority is a desirable outcome and that the floor-
crossing is straightforwardly positive news. No alternative frame — such as "voters' mandate questioned" or
"democratic representation at issue" — is offered.

Finding 2:
* Location: Kate McKenna segment
* Quote: "This is a big Christmas gift for Mark Carney."
» Technique: Metaphorical framing that positions the event as a gift — something positive, celebratory, and
deserved. This is not neutral descriptive language; it is evaluative and partisan in its connotation.

* Why problematic: A CBC correspondent characterizing a political event as a "Christmas gift" for one party leader
violates the impartiality standard. The equivalent framing for the Conservative side — "a devastating blow" — is
used simultaneously, creating an asymmetric emotional frame.

Finding 3:
* Location: David Cochrane analysis segment

* Quote: "Uh potentially a fatal one." (in response to "What kind of day is this for Pierre Poilievre?")

« Technique: Hyperbolic framing of Conservative damage using mortality metaphor ("fatal"), while Liberal gains are

framed in terms of opportunity and strength. The entire analytical frame is constructed around Liberal ascent and
Conservative decline.

* Why problematic: The broadcast never inverts this frame to ask what risks a Liberal majority might pose for
democratic accountability, opposition effectiveness, or parliamentary balance of power.
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2. WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Definition: The use of loaded language, connotations, euphemisms, or dysphemisms that carry implicit evaluative
weight.
Finding 1:

» Location: Anchor introduction, multiple instances

* Quote: "dealing another blow to Pierre Poilievre's leadership"

» Technique: Violent metaphor ("blow") applied consistently to Conservative developments. No equivalent
aggressive language is used for Liberal setbacks (e.g., the At Issue segment's criticism of the government's
legislative failures uses neutral language: "they have a problem").

* Why problematic: Systematic asymmetry in emotional language creates a subliminal hierarchy of political actors —
one side suffers "blows," the other receives "gifts."

Finding 2:
* Location: Mark Carney clip (broadcast without critical commentary)
* Quote: "Carney told Ma he'd have a better Christmas with the liberals than he would have 'with the cranks.

» Technique: The broadcast airs Carney's derogatory characterization of Conservative MPs as "cranks" without any
journalistic challenge, contextual note, or balancing Conservative response to this specific insult.

Why problematic: Broadcasting a party leader's pejorative label for political opponents without challenge or
balance is a failure of impartiality. The word "cranks" is a dysphemism that delegitimizes Conservative MPs, and
its unchallenged broadcast amplifies it.
Finding 3:

* Location: At Issue panel (Chantal Hébert)

* Quote: "lt's because we're dealing with a madman in the White House."

» Technique: Psychiatric dysphemism applied to a sitting foreign head of state (Donald Trump) by a panelist,
broadcast without challenge or editorial note.

* Why problematic: While panelists may express opinions, the absence of any moderator pushback or balancing
perspective on this characterization — which would be considered inflammatory in any diplomatic context —
reflects a selective tolerance for certain forms of political language.

.
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3. EXPERT SELECTION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Who is chosen as an authoritative voice, and whether their funding sources, conflicts of interest, and
credibility are disclosed.

Finding 1:
* Location: David Cochrane analysis segment

* Quote: "Well, look, the Prime Minister is one more defection away from getting a majority government without
having to have another election."

» Technique: David Cochrane is presented as a neutral analyst but is the host of CBC's Power & Politics — an in-
house CBC journalist. His analysis is structurally indistinguishable from the reporting, creating a closed loop of
CBC voices analyzing CBC-covered events.

* Why problematic: No external political scientists, constitutional scholars, or academics are consulted. The "expert"
pool is entirely internal to CBC, raising questions about analytical independence and institutional groupthink.

Finding 2:

* Location: At Issue panel
* Quote: Panel consists of Chantal Hébert, Andrew Coyne, Althia Raj

» Technique: All three panelists are established Ottawa press gallery journalists with broadly centrist-to-centre-left
editorial orientations. No conservative-leaning commentator (e.g., from the National Post's right-leaning
columnists, or a think tank like the Fraser Institute) is included.

+ Why problematic: The At Issue panel, while featuring journalists from different outlets, does not represent the full
spectrum of Canadian political commentary. The absence of a voice sympathetic to Conservative governance
philosophy means the panel's critique of Poilievre goes unchallenged from that direction.

Finding 3:

+ Location: At Issue panel (Althia Raj)

* Quote: "He often says things to people and doesn't deliver. Seems to be a pattern that we are noticing." (referring
to Carney)

» Technique: This is one of the few critical observations about Carney in the broadcast, but it is delivered in a

collegial, almost amused tone ("Seems to be a pattern") rather than with the gravity applied to Conservative
failures.

* Why problematic: The tonal asymmetry between how Liberal failures and Conservative failures are discussed by

the same panel reveals an implicit hierarchy of concern, even when the same panelists nominally criticize both
sides.
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4. SELECTIVE OMISSION 8/10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Definition: Relevant facts, perspectives, or context that are absent from the broadcast despite being material to
audience understanding.

Finding 1:
* Location: Entire floor-crossing coverage

+ Omission: No mention of the democratic legitimacy question surrounding floor-crossing. In Canada's Westminster

system, MPs are elected under a party banner, and floor-crossing raises substantive questions about whether
Ma's constituents' votes are being honored.

» Why problematic: This is arguably the most important contextual frame for a floor-crossing story. Its complete
absence means viewers receive only the horse-race framing (seat counts) without the democratic accountability
dimension.

Finding 2:
* Location: Coverage of Poilievre's response

* Quote: "Poilievre responded saying today he chose to endorse the very policies that he was elected to oppose, the
same policies driving up food prices and making life more expensive for all."

» Omission: Poilievre's substantive policy argument (that Ma was elected on a platform opposing Liberal economic

policies) is quoted but immediately followed by analysis of Poilievre's political vulnerability, not by any examination
of whether his policy critique has merit.

* Why problematic: The policy substance of the Conservative critique is treated as political noise rather than
legitimate argument, denying viewers the opportunity to evaluate the merits of the claim.
Finding 3:

 Location: At Issue legislative agenda segment
* Quote: "Marc Carney has passed this fall, as we are recording this, one bill. One bill."

» Omission: This striking fact — that the Carney government passed only one bill in its fall sitting — is buried in the
At Issue segment and never elevated to the main news coverage. The floor-crossing story, which benefits the

Liberals, leads the broadcast; the government's legislative failure, which reflects poorly on the Liberals, is confined
to a panel discussion.

* Why problematic: Placement and emphasis decisions constitute editorial choices that systematically favor Liberal-
positive stories in prominent positions.

Prasident: Schlapfer, David
Kontakt: kontakt@SVFAB.ch
Adresse: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Ziirich 1

Seite 8


mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

5. MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Asymmetries in how the anchor/host manages interviews — questioning style, interruptions, sympathy
signals, follow-up pressure.

Finding 1:
» Location: Adrienne Arsenault to Kate McKenna
* Quote: "So Kate, very big move and clearly a shock to many."

» Technique: The anchor's framing question presupposes the significance and shock value of the event, directing
the correspondent toward a particular narrative rather than asking an open question.

* Why problematic: A neutral question might be: "Kate, what do we know about why Ma made this decision?"
Instead, the anchor's framing ("very big move," "clearly a shock") pre-loads the answer with Liberal-favorable
significance.

Finding 2:
* Location: Adrienne Arsenault to David Cochrane
* Quote: "So what kind of day is this for Pierre Poilievre?" (immediately after asking about Carney's gains)

» Technique: The sequencing of questions — first asking about Liberal gains, then asking about Conservative
losses — structures the conversation as a zero-sum narrative where Liberal success is the baseline and
Conservative suffering is the consequence.

Why problematic: No question is asked about what risks a Liberal majority might pose, what the Conservative
policy critique of the floor-crossing means, or whether there are any downsides to the Liberal gain.
Finding 3:

 Location: At Issue panel moderation (Rosemary Barton)

* Quote: "l guess | wanted to examine like whether whether the Prime Minister, whether the government Althia
understands that it's a minority government"

» Technique: The question is framed as a concern about Liberal competence in managing Parliament, which is a
legitimate journalistic inquiry. However, no equivalent structural question is asked about Conservative obstruction
tactics or whether the opposition's behavior has been constructive.

* Why problematic: The panel's critical questions are directed primarily at Liberal governance failures, but the
framing of those failures is consistently sympathetic ("they have a problem") rather than adversarial, while
Conservative behavior is characterized as "obstruction" without equivalent analytical charity.

.
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6. TIME DISTRIBUTION

1 2 3 4 5

710

Definition: The balance of speaking time and coverage space between different political positions and perspectives.

Estimated Time Distribution (floor-crossing story):
Voice/Perspective Estimated Time

Liberal-favorable analysis (Cochrane, ~8-10 minutes
McKenna, Cullen)

Mark Carney (direct clip + ~2 minutes
introduction)

Michael Ma (statement quoted) ~1 minute
Pierre Poilievre (statement quoted ~30 seconds
only)

Conservative caucus (anonymous) ~30 seconds
At Issue (mixed but Liberal-critical ~15 minutes
minority)

Finding 1:
* Location: Floor-crossing coverage overall

Framing

Positive/opportunity

Celebratory

Sympathetic

Defensive/losing

Shocked/worried

Nominally balanced

* Observation: The Liberal perspective receives approximately 4:1 more direct airtime than the Conservative
perspective in the breaking news segments. Carney is shown in video clips; Poilievre is only quoted in text.

* Why problematic: Visual presence (Carney on camera, celebrating) versus textual presence (Poilievre's statement
read by a reporter) creates an inherent asymmetry in emotional impact and perceived legitimacy.

Finding 2:
* Location: At Issue segment

» Observation: The At Issue panel runs approximately 15 minutes and is the only segment with substantive critical
analysis of the Liberal government. However, it is positioned after multiple Liberal-favorable breaking news
segments and is framed as a separate "analysis" product rather than integrated into the main news coverage.

* Why problematic: Segregating critical analysis into a clearly labeled "opinion" segment while presenting Liberal-
favorable coverage as straight news creates a structural hierarchy where Liberal-positive content has greater

journalistic authority.
Finding 3:

¢ Location: Entire broadcast

» Observation: The floor-crossing story receives three separate segments (McKenna, Cochrane, Cullen) plus tease
repetitions. The At Issue segment on legislative failures — which is more critical of the Liberals — receives one

segment with no follow-up.

» Why problematic: Repetition is a powerful editorial tool. The floor-crossing story's three-segment treatment

ensures it dominates viewer memory and perception of the broadcast.
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7. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Definition: Whether hard, confrontational questions are asked of some guests while others receive soft, sympathetic
questions.

Finding 1:
* Location: Adrienne Arsenault to David Cochrane
* Quote: "What's the bottom line here? What does this mean for Mark Carney in particular moving forward?"

» Technique: Open, opportunity-framing question for the Liberal side. The equivalent question for Conservatives —
"What kind of day is this for Pierre Poilievre?" — is structured around damage assessment.

» Why problematic: The asymmetry is structural: Carney is asked about his future opportunities; Poilievre is asked
about his current damage. One question opens possibilities; the other closes them.

Finding 2:
* Location: No direct interview with any Conservative MP or spokesperson

» Observation: Despite this being a story directly about the Conservative Party, no Conservative MP, party official, or
spokesperson is interviewed live. Poilievre's response is read by a reporter from a written statement.

* Why problematic: The absence of any live Conservative voice means there is no opportunity for follow-up
questions, clarification, or the kind of direct engagement that might reveal nuance. Meanwhile, Liberal
perspectives are delivered through multiple live interviews.

Finding 3:
* Location: At Issue panel

* Quote: "l guess | wanted to examine like whether whether the Prime Minister, whether the government Althia
understands that it's a minority government"

» Technique: The critical question about Liberal governance is asked in a tentative, exploratory register ("l guess |
wanted to examine like whether"). Compare this to the direct, declarative framing of Conservative problems
throughout the broadcast.

* Why problematic: The register of questioning signals to viewers how seriously to take the critique. Tentative

questioning of Liberal failures versus declarative framing of Conservative failures creates an implicit hierarchy of
concern.
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8. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Definition: Discrediting positions or individuals by associating them with extreme, discredited, or unpopular entities.
Finding 1:
* Location: Mark Carney clip (broadcast without challenge)

* Quote: "Carney told Ma he'd have a better Christmas with the liberals than he would have 'with the cranks."

» Technique: The Prime Minister's characterization of Conservative MPs as "cranks" — a term associated with

fringe, irrational, or extremist behavior — is broadcast without editorial challenge. By airing this without pushback,
CBC implicitly endorses the association.

» Why problematic: Broadcasting a party leader's derogatory label for political opponents without challenge
constitutes passive amplification of guilt-by-association rhetoric.
Finding 2:

* Location: David Cochrane analysis

* Quote: "a sitting of Parliament today that was was was punctuated by a lot of obstruction and inability and stunts a
committee in a lot of directions”

» Technique: Conservative parliamentary behavior is characterized as "obstruction,” "inability," and "stunts" —
language that associates legitimate opposition tactics with bad-faith or incompetent behavior.

* Why problematic: Parliamentary opposition, including committee work and procedural challenges, is a
constitutionally legitimate function. Characterizing it as "stunts" without equivalent scrutiny of government behavior
delegitimizes the opposition role.

Finding 3:
* Location: At Issue panel (Chantal Hébert)
* Quote: "lt's because we're dealing with a madman in the White House."
» Technique: While directed at Trump rather than Canadian Conservatives, this characterization — broadcast

without challenge — creates an associative environment in which alignment with Trump (which Poilievre has been
accused of) carries the taint of association with "madness."

* Why problematic: In the context of a broadcast that has repeatedly discussed Poilievre's political difficulties, the
unchallenged use of "madman" for a figure Poilievre has been compared to reinforces guilt-by-association
dynamics.
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9. STATISTICAL MANIPULATION 4/10

1 2 3 4

Definition: Selective, misleading, or decontextualized use of numbers and data.
Finding 1:
* Location: David Cochrane analysis
* Quote: "He was up 25 points over Justin Trudeau. He lost the federal election to Mark Carney."

» Technique: The 25-point polling lead is cited without context — specifically, that the lead was over Trudeau (not
Carney), that Trudeau's resignation fundamentally changed the electoral dynamic, and that polling-to-election
swings of this magnitude, while unusual, have precedents.

* Why problematic: Presenting the polling collapse without this context makes Poilievre's loss appear more like
personal failure and less like a structural political realignment, which serves the narrative of Conservative decline.
Finding 2:

+ Location: At Issue panel (Althia Raj)

* Quote: "That fall, the Liberals had passed 12 bills. Marc Carney has passed this fall, as we are recording this, one
bill. One bill."

» Technique: The comparison between Trudeau's 12 bills and Carney's 1 bill is presented without context about the

different parliamentary compositions, the NDP supply-and-confidence agreement that supported Trudeau, or the
different legislative priorities.

* Why problematic: While the statistic is accurate and newsworthy, its decontextualized presentation in a panel
discussion (rather than main news) means it lacks the analytical scaffolding needed for fair interpretation.
Finding 3:

* Location: Trade deficit story

* Quote: "Canada's trade deficit, the fallout from Washington's tariffs, has disappeared... It's now a small surplus.

Driving the shift growing exports of precious metals, especially gold, of crude oil, and of aircraft, specifically private
jets."

» Technique: The trade surplus is presented as a positive development without noting that the surplus is partly

driven by declining imports (which may reflect economic contraction) and that gold and private jet exports are
volatile and not representative of broad economic health.

* Why problematic: Presenting a trade surplus as unambiguously positive, when it may partly reflect reduced
consumer and business spending due to tariff uncertainty, is a form of statistical framing that benefits the
government's economic narrative.
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10. TIMING & PLACEMENT 8/10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Definition: Strategic positioning of information — what leads, what is buried, what appears before or after commercial
breaks.

Finding 1:
» Location: Broadcast structure

* Observation: The floor-crossing story leads the broadcast, receives the first three segments, and is returned to
after the commercial break with a tease ("We have more in our breaking news tonight"). The At Issue segment —
which contains the most substantive criticism of the Liberal government — is positioned in the second half of the

broadcast.
* Why problematic: Audience attention and retention are highest at the beginning of broadcasts. Leading with

Liberal-favorable breaking news and burying critical analysis in the second half is a structural editorial choice that
systematically advantages the Liberal narrative.

Finding 2:
« Location: Tease before commercial break

* Quote: "We have more in our breaking news tonight. A Conservative MP crossing the floor and joining the
Liberals... What this could mean for the future of the Conservatives."

Technique: The commercial break tease reinforces the floor-crossing narrative and frames the return segment
around Conservative vulnerability rather than any other dimension of the story.

Why problematic: Teases are among the most powerful editorial tools in broadcast journalism. Using them
exclusively to reinforce the Conservative-decline narrative ensures that even viewers who tune in mid-broadcast
receive the dominant framing.

Finding 3:

+ Location: Legislative failure statistic placement

» Observation: The fact that the Carney government passed only one bill in its fall sitting — a significant governance
failure — is mentioned only in the At Issue panel, not in any main news segment, and is not teased or highlighted.

* Why problematic: The contrast between the prominent placement of Liberal-favorable news (floor-crossing) and

the buried placement of Liberal-unfavorable news (legislative failure) reveals a systematic editorial pattern rather
than isolated judgment calls.
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11. VISUAL/AUDIO LANGUAGE 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Inferred from transcript — described imagery, tone descriptions, sound cues, music placement, and
emotional atmosphere.

Finding 1:
+ Location: Opening tease and throughout floor-crossing coverage

+ Observation: The transcript indicates [music] cues at multiple points during the floor-crossing tease, suggesting
upbeat or dramatic musical accompaniment. Music is a powerful emotional priming tool.
» Why problematic: If the musical tone during the floor-crossing tease is celebratory or triumphant (as suggested by
the "warm welcome" context), it primes viewers emotionally before any factual content is delivered.
Finding 2:

 Location: Liberal caucus party clip

* Quote: "[applause]" — The broadcast includes the sound of applause from the Liberal caucus party as Carney
introduces Ma.

» Technique: Broadcasting crowd applause for a political party's internal celebration, without equivalent audio from
any Conservative event, creates an asymmetric emotional environment.

Why problematic: Applause is a social proof signal. Broadcasting Liberal applause without any equivalent
Conservative audio reinforces the narrative of Liberal momentum and Conservative isolation.
Finding 3:

 Location: Moment segment (plane crash)

» Observation: The broadcast ends with a feel-good "miracle" story featuring upbeat music and laughter, following
the Gaza storm coverage. The tonal whiplash — from children dying of hypothermia to a "miracle on I-95" — is a
standard broadcast technique but worth noting for its effect on audience emotional processing.

* Why problematic: Ending on a positive note after difficult news is standard practice, but the specific placement of
the Gaza story immediately before the feel-good segment may inadvertently minimize the gravity of the
humanitarian crisis.
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12. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Diversity and independence of cited sources, including funding, mandate, and potential conflicts of interest.
Finding 1:
* Location: Entire political coverage

» Observation: All political analysis comes from CBC journalists (Cochrane, McKenna, Cullen) and Ottawa press

gallery columnists (Hébert, Coyne, Raj). No academic political scientists, constitutional scholars, or independent
think tanks are consulted.

» Why problematic: The Ottawa press gallery, while professionally competent, represents a relatively homogeneous
professional and social community with shared assumptions about political normalcy. The absence of academic or
civil society voices limits analytical diversity.

Finding 2:
* Location: VIA Rail story

* Quote: "Having a more robust network, having the ability to have a bit more flexibility would certainly make the
responses a lot more flexible and a lot quicker."

» Observation: The source advocating for VIA Rail network improvements is not identified by name or affiliation in
the transcript. This makes it impossible to assess whether they have a conflict of interest (e.g., a rail advocacy
organization, a union, or a competitor).

* Why problematic: Unidentified sources advocating for specific policy positions violate basic journalistic
transparency standards.

Finding 3:
* Location: 764 terrorist designation story

* Quote: "They're probably the most persistent and advanced threat against youth on online today." (unidentified
speaker)

» Observation: The source making this claim is not clearly identified in the transcript. The story relies heavily on law
enforcement and government sources (RCMP, Public Safety Canada) without independent cybersecurity or child
protection researchers providing context.

* Why problematic: Government sources have institutional interests in justifying new powers. Independent expert
voices would provide necessary balance on the scope and proportionality of the terrorist designation.
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13. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Definition: Moral outrage expressed at certain positions or actors but not at equivalent behavior by others.
Finding 1:

* Location: Coverage of Conservative parliamentary behavior

* Quote: "a sitting of Parliament today that was was was punctuated by a lot of obstruction and inability and stunts a
committee in a lot of directions" (Cochrane)

» Technique: Conservative parliamentary tactics are characterized with moral-adjacent language ("stunts,"
"obstruction") implying bad faith. The Liberal government's failure to pass legislation — which the At Issue panel
attributes partly to Liberal unwillingness to collaborate — is characterized neutrally as "they have a problem."

* Why problematic: Equivalent failures of parliamentary cooperation are treated with different moral registers
depending on which party is responsible.

Finding 2:

* Location: Museum CEO story vs. political coverage

» Observation: The museum CEO story generates explicit moral language: "serious workplace mistreatment,”
"emotional harm," "code of conduct breaches," "not a one-time lapse in judgment." The political floor-crossing

story — which raises questions about democratic representation and voter mandate — generates no equivalent
moral scrutiny.

* Why problematic: The broadcast applies rigorous ethical standards to a non-political institutional story while

applying horse-race framing to a political story with significant democratic ethics dimensions.
Finding 3:

* Location: Carney's "cranks" comment

* Quote: "Carney told Ma he'd have a better Christmas with the liberals than he would have 'with the cranks.™

* Observation: This derogatory characterization of Conservative MPs by the Prime Minister is reported without any
expression of concern about political civility or democratic norms. Compare this to how Conservative rhetoric is
typically characterized in Canadian media discourse.

* Why problematic: If a Conservative leader had publicly called Liberal MPs "cranks" at a party event, the broadcast

would likely have framed it as a civility concern. The absence of any such framing for Carney's comment reflects
selective tolerance for political incivility.
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14. FALSE BALANCE 510

1 2 3 4 5

Definition: Artificial balance that misrepresents actual evidence or consensus, or conversely, the absence of balance
where it is needed.

Finding 1:
 Location: At Issue panel composition
» Observation: The At Issue panel presents three journalists as representing a range of perspectives, but all three

share broadly similar professional backgrounds, institutional affiliations (Ottawa press gallery), and political
orientations. This creates the appearance of balance without its substance.

» Why problematic: Viewers may perceive the panel as representing diverse viewpoints when it actually represents
a relatively narrow professional consensus.

Finding 2:
* Location: Floor-crossing coverage
» Observation: The broadcast presents the floor-crossing as having two sides — Liberal gain and Conservative loss

— without acknowledging that there are multiple other relevant perspectives (democratic legitimacy, voter
mandate, constitutional convention) that don't fit neatly into the partisan binary.

» Why problematic: Reducing a complex democratic event to a partisan win/loss binary is a form of false balance
that excludes the most substantively important dimensions of the story.

Finding 3:
* Location: Venezuela/Trump story

* Quote: "The Trump administration has Maduro in a tightening vise launching more than 20 strikes on alleged drug
boats and conducting military maneuvers in the region."

» Observation: The Venezuela story presents US military actions in relatively neutral-to-positive terms ("tightening
vise") while Maduro's response is framed negatively ("called it criminal piracy"). The story does include a
Congressional critic ("We are edging toward war with Venezuela") but this is brief.

Why problematic: The asymmetric framing of US military action versus Venezuelan response reflects a geopolitical
bias that may not serve Canadian audiences' need for independent foreign policy analysis.

Prasident: Schlapfer, David
Kontakt: kontakt@SVFAB.ch
Adresse: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Ziirich 1

Seite 18


mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

15. AGENDA-SETTING 8/10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Definition: What becomes "the issue" — what topics, frames, and questions dominate the broadcast, and what is
excluded from discussion entirely.

Finding 1:
» Location: Broadcast structure overall

» Observation: The broadcast's agenda is dominated by the floor-crossing story (three segments plus teases), which
frames the entire political landscape around Liberal ascent and Conservative decline. This agenda excludes: the
democratic legitimacy of floor-crossing, the policy implications of a Liberal majority, the interests of Ma's
constituents, and the broader question of what a majority government means for parliamentary accountability.

* Why problematic: Agenda-setting is the most powerful form of media influence — not what viewers think, but what
they think about. By making "Liberal seat count" the central political issue, the broadcast crowds out more
substantive democratic questions.

Finding 2:
* Location: Entire broadcast

» Observation: The broadcast contains no story about Conservative policy proposals, no story about NDP or Bloc
positions on any issue, and no story about any political actor other than Carney and Poilievre. The political
agenda is entirely binary and Liberal-favorable.

* Why problematic: Canada's multi-party system is rendered invisible. The NDP, Bloc, and Greens — who
collectively represent millions of voters and play crucial roles in minority parliament dynamics — are mentioned
only in passing.

Finding 3:
* Location: At Issue segment

* Quote: "Catch that on YouTube or the at issue podcast." (Rosemary Barton, referring to a segment about "new
powers raising concerns")

» Observation: A segment about new government powers raising civil liberties concerns is explicitly redirected to
YouTube/podcast rather than broadcast on the main program. This is a significant agenda-setting decision —
concerns about government power are deemed less newsworthy than a floor-crossing.

* Why problematic: Relegating civil liberties concerns about government powers to digital-only distribution while
leading the broadcast with Liberal political gains reflects a systematic editorial hierarchy that privileges Liberal-
favorable content.
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STEP 2 — OVERALL ASSESSMENT

## A) Summary Table: 15 Criteria

#
1

@

Criterion

Framing

Word Choice

Expert Selection

Selective Omission

Moderation Behavior

Time Distribution

Question Asymmetry

Guilt by Association
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Key Finding

Floor-crossing framed
exclusively as Liberal gain;
democratic legitimacy
dimension entirely absent

"Christmas gift," "fatal,"
"cranks" — asymmetric
emotional language
favoring Liberal narrative

All analysts are CBC-
internal or Ottawa press
gallery; no academic,
constitutional, or civil
society voices

Democratic legitimacy of
floor-crossing, constituent
perspective, and
Conservative policy
arguments systematically
omitted

Pre-loaded questions favor
Liberal framing; no live
Conservative voice
interviewed

Liberal perspectives
receive approximately 4:1
more airtime in breaking
news segments

Carney asked about
opportunities; Poilievre
assessed for damage; no
Conservative interviewed
live
"Cranks," "obstruction,"
"stunts" applied to
Conservatives; "madman"
for Trump broadcast
unchallenged
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9 Statistical Manipulation
10 Timing & Placement

11 Visual/Audio Language
12 Source Selection

13 Selective Outrage

14 False Balance

15 Agenda-Setting

## B) Overall Scores
Criteria Score (average of 15): 6.9/10
Completeness Score (from Step 0): 3/10
Combined Score:

* Criteria: 6.9 x 0.70 = 4.83

4

Polling collapse
decontextualized; trade
surplus framed positively
without caveats; legislative
failure buried

Liberal-favorable news
leads; Liberal-unfavorable
analysis buried in second
half; civil liberties segment
redirected to YouTube

Liberal applause broadcast;
music cues during floor-
crossing tease; asymmetric
audio environment

Unidentified sources in VIA
Rail and 764 stories; no
independent political
scientists consulted

Conservative tactics called
"stunts/obstruction";
equivalent Liberal failures
described neutrally;
"cranks" unchallenged

Panel appears diverse but
represents narrow
professional consensus;
partisan binary excludes
democratic dimensions

Liberal seat count
dominates; multi-party
system invisible; civil
liberties concerns
redirected to digital
platforms

» Completeness: (10 - 3) x 0.30 = 2.10 (inverted: lower completeness = higher bias contribution)

« Combined Score: 6.93/10

Note on methodology: The completeness score is inverted for combination purposes — a completeness score of
3/10 means 7 points of missing content, contributing 7 x 0.30 = 2.10 to the combined bias score.
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## C) Top 3 Manipulation Techniques
1. NARRATIVE FRAMING THROUGH SELECTIVE EMPHASIS (Primary Technique)

The broadcast constructs a master narrative — "Liberal ascent, Conservative collapse" — through the systematic
selection, placement, and repetition of information that supports this frame. The floor-crossing story receives three
segments and multiple teases; the government's legislative failure (one bill passed) receives a single panel mention.
This is not achieved through any single false statement but through the cumulative architecture of editorial choices.
The technique is particularly effective because it operates below the threshold of conscious detection — each
individual editorial decision appears defensible, but the pattern reveals systematic directional bias.

2. ASYMMETRIC EMOTIONAL LANGUAGE (Secondary Technique)

The broadcast employs a consistent double standard in emotional and evaluative language: Liberal developments are
described with positive or neutral language ("Christmas gift," "warm welcome," "pleased"), while Conservative
developments are described with negative or violent language ("blow," "fatal," "cranks," "obstruction," "stunts"). This
asymmetry is reinforced by the unchallenged broadcast of Carney's "cranks" comment and Hébert's "madman"”
characterization. Because emotional language operates on the affective rather than cognitive level, viewers may
absorb these evaluations without subjecting them to critical scrutiny.

3. STRUCTURAL EXCLUSION OF COUNTER-NARRATIVES (Tertiary Technique)

The broadcast systematically excludes voices and frames that would complicate the dominant narrative. No
constitutional scholar discusses floor-crossing legitimacy. No Markham-Unionville constituent is asked whether their
democratic mandate has been honored. No Conservative MP is interviewed live. The segment raising concerns about
new government powers is explicitly redirected to YouTube. This technique is particularly insidious because it
operates through absence — what is not said, not asked, not included — making it difficult to identify and challenge.

## D) 3 Core Messages Embedded in the Broadcast

Content Message (what the viewer learns):

"The Liberal government is gaining strength and approaching a majority, while the Conservative Party is in crisis
and its leader faces a potentially fatal political situation."

» Technique: Narrative framing through selective emphasis and placement

» Evidence: Three-segment floor-crossing coverage leading the broadcast; Cochrane's "potentially fatal"
characterization; repeated references to Poilievre's leadership review; Liberal seat count as the organizing metric
of political reality

Personal Message (who is presented positively/negatively):

“Mark Carney is a competent, politically skilled leader making smart moves, while Pierre Poilievre is a failing
leader whose party is abandoning him."

» Technique: Asymmetric emotional language and visual/audio asymmetry

» Evidence: Carney shown on video celebrating with applause; Poilievre only quoted in text from a written
statement; "Christmas gift" for Carney vs. "potentially fatal" for Poilievre; Carney's "cranks" comment broadcast
without challenge

Societal Message (what worldview is reinforced):

"Political legitimacy flows from electoral success and parliamentary seat counts; opposition and dissent are forms
of obstruction; the natural direction of Canadian politics is toward Liberal governance."

» Technique: Agenda-setting and structural exclusion of counter-narratives
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» Evidence: Democratic legitimacy of floor-crossing never questioned; Conservative parliamentary tactics called
"stunts" and "obstruction"; multi-party system rendered invisible; civil liberties concerns about government powers
redirected to digital platforms

## E) Classification
Combined Score: 6.93/10
Classification: SYSTEMIC SKEW (6.1-8.0)

This broadcast exhibits systemic skew — a pattern of directional bias that is consistent across multiple criteria and
cannot be attributed to isolated editorial misjudgments. The bias operates through structural mechanisms (placement,
time distribution, source selection, agenda-setting) rather than through overt partisan advocacy, making it more
difficult to identify and challenge but no less significant in its cumulative effect on audience perception.

## F) Summary

This broadcast of CBC's The National exhibits systemic skew toward the Liberal Party and against the Conservative
Party, with a combined bias score of 6.93/10. The bias is most pronounced in framing, selective omission, timing and
placement, and agenda-setting — criteria that reflect structural editorial choices rather than individual journalistic
failures. Under CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices, which require accuracy, fairness, balance, and
impartiality, the broadcast falls short on multiple dimensions: the floor-crossing story is covered without the democratic
legitimacy context that fairness requires; the Conservative perspective is represented only through a written statement
while Liberal perspectives receive multiple live interviews; and critical analysis of Liberal governance failures is
systematically positioned in lower-prominence segments. The Broadcasting Act, Section 3(1)(I), requires that CBC
"safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Canada" — a mandate that
includes robust coverage of all significant political perspectives and the democratic processes that underpin Canadian
governance. By rendering the multi-party system largely invisible, excluding constitutional and democratic
accountability dimensions from the floor-crossing story, and redirecting civil liberties concerns to digital platforms, this
broadcast fails to fulfill that mandate. The pattern of bias observed is consistent with institutional rather than individual
bias — suggesting that editorial norms and culture at CBC News may systematically favor certain political narratives
over others, a concern that warrants attention from CBC's internal ombudsman and the CRTC.
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## Bias Scores by Party

Bias Score (-5 to +5)

Party

Liberal Party (LPC) +4
Conservative Party (CPC) -4
NDP -1
Bloc Québécois (BQ) 0

Green Party (GPC)

People's Party (PPC)

## Detailed Evidence
Liberal Party (+4):

Evidence

Floor-crossing framed as "Christmas
gift"; Carney shown celebrating on
video; "warm welcome" language;
legislative failure buried in panel;
"cranks" comment broadcast
unchallenged

"Potentially fatal" day; "obstruction,"
"stunts," "cranks"; no live interview;
Poilievre only quoted in text;
leadership described as in crisis
across multiple segments

Mentioned only in passing in At Issue
panel as a party the Liberals "don't
have"; no NDP perspective sought on
any story

Mentioned briefly in At Issue as a
potential legislative partner; no
positive or negative framing;
effectively neutral through absence

Completely absent from broadcast;
not mentioned in any context

Completely absent from broadcast;
not mentioned in any context

» "This is a big Christmas gift for Mark Carney" (McKenna) — celebratory framing of Liberal gain

» "Mark Carney sure looked pleased as he introduced his new MP this evening. One of the criticisms of him has
been that he doesn't have a lot of political background... Well, this is pretty remarkable politics" (Cullen) —

admiring characterization of Liberal political skill

» Carney shown on video with applause; legislative failure (one bill) buried in panel discussion

Conservative Party (-4):

» "Uh potentially a fatal one" (Cochrane, on Poilievre's day) — mortality metaphor for Conservative leader

+ "a sitting of Parliament today that was was was punctuated by a lot of obstruction and inability and stunts"
(Cochrane) — moral-adjacent language for Conservative parliamentary behavior

» "Carney told Ma he'd have a better Christmas with the liberals than he would have 'with the cranks
without challenge or Conservative response to this specific characterization

Kontakt:
Adresse:

Prasident: Schlapfer, David
kontakt@SVFAB.ch

SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zirich 1

— broadcast


mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

* No live Conservative interview despite this being primarily a Conservative Party story
NDP (-1):
» "This is even harder than what Justin Trudeau had because as as Althia points out, they don't have the NDP"

(Barton) — NDP mentioned only as an absence, a resource the Liberals lack, not as a political actor with its own
perspective

Bloc Québécaois (0):
» "Steve McKinnon may get along well with Andrew Scheer, this the Liberal government's house leader, but he does

not get along with the Bloc Québécois, which is the only other dance partner in committees" (Raj) — neutral
characterization; Bloc mentioned as a structural factor rather than positively or negatively evaluated

Green Party (-1):

» Completely absent. In a broadcast covering minority parliament dynamics, the absence of any Green Party
perspective — despite the party's relevance to environmental stories including the BC flooding — reflects a
systematic editorial exclusion.

People's Party (-1):
» Completely absent. While the PPC's electoral relevance is limited, its complete absence from any political analysis
segment reflects the broadcast's binary Liberal/Conservative framing of Canadian politics.
## Summary Statistics
Most Favored Party: Liberal Party (LPC) — Score: +4
Most Disadvantaged Party: Conservative Party (CPC) — Score: -4
Average Deviation from 0 (absolute values): (4 +4+1+0+1+1)/6=1.83
## Left-Right Tendency Calculation
Using assigned positions: NDP=2.0, GPC=2.5, LPC=4.5, BQ=5.0, CPC=7.5, PPC=9.0
Bias scores (converted to favor weights, using score + 5 to normalize to 0-10):
* NDP: -1 — weight 4 | position 2.0 | product: 8.0
* GPC: -1 — weight 4 | position 2.5 | product: 10.0
* LPC: +4 — weight 9 | position 4.5 | product: 40.5
« BQ: 0 — weight 5 | position 5.0 | product: 25.0
* CPC: -4 — weight 1 | position 7.5 | product: 7.5
* PPC: -1 — weight 4 | position 9.0 | product: 36.0
Weighted average position: (8.0 + 10.0 + 40.5 + 25.0 + 7.5 + 36.0) / (4+4+9+5+1+4) = 127.0/ 27 = 4.70
Left-Right Position: 4.70 (Centre-Left)

The broadcast's political leaning is centre-left, consistent with a strong bias toward the Liberal Party and against the
Conservative Party, with smaller penalties for left-wing parties (NDP, Greens) through omission rather than active
negative framing.
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## A) CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP)

ACCURACY
Finding

Carney's mispronunciation
of Ma's riding ("THE MP
FOR UNION-
MARKHAMVILLE")
broadcast without
correction

Trade surplus presented
without caveats about
import decline as potential
indicator of economic
contraction

Polling lead cited without
context that it was against
Trudeau, not Carney

FAIRNESS
Finding

No live Conservative
interview despite
Conservative Party being
the primary subject of the
lead story

Democratic legitimacy of
floor-crossing not
addressed

"Cranks" comment
broadcast without
challenge or Conservative
response

@

Standard

JSP Accuracy — "We are
committed to the highest
standards of accuracy"

JSP Accuracy — "We seek
out the truth in all matters
of public interest"

JSP Accuracy — context is
part of accuracy

Standard

JSP Fairness — "We
ensure that the relevant
facts and significant points
of view are presented"

JSP Fairness — "We
provide a full and fair
picture"

JSP Fairness — "We do
not take sides on issues of
public debate"
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Evidence

"THE MP FOR UNION-
MARKHAMVILLE" — the
riding is Markham-
Unionville

"It's now a small surplus.
Driving the shift growing
exports of precious metals"
— no mention of import
decline as potential
negative indicator

"He was up 25 points over
Justin Trudeau. He lost the
federal election to Mark
Carney" — implies direct
comparison without noting
the leadership change
variable

Evidence

Entire floor-crossing
coverage — Poilievre
represented only by written
statement; no Conservative
MP interviewed live

No mention of constituent
mandate, democratic
representation concerns, or
constitutional convention

"Carney told Ma he'd have
a better Christmas with the
liberals than he would have
'with the cranks™ — no
editorial note, no
Conservative response to
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this specific
characterization
BALANCE
Finding Standard Evidence Severity
Three segments on Liberal- JSP Balance — "We Broadcast structure — Significant
favorable floor-crossing vs.  present a wide range of three floor-crossing
zero segments on perspectives" segments, no Conservative
Conservative policy policy segment
perspective
At Issue panel lacks JSP Balance — "We reflect Panel: Hébert, Coyne, Raj Moderate
conservative-leaning voice the diversity of opinion" — no voice sympathetic to
Conservative governance
philosophy
Multi-party system JSP Balance — "We reflect NDP, Greens, PPC absent Moderate
rendered invisible the full range of Canadian  from political coverage
political life"
IMPARTIALITY
Finding Standard Evidence Severity
"This is a big Christmas gift JSP Impartiality — "We do  McKenna quote — Significant
for Mark Carney" not express personal evaluative language from a
opinions on matters of CBC correspondent
public debate"
"Potentially a fatal one" for  JSP Impartiality — "We Cochrane quote — Moderate
Poilievre avoid expressing personal  hyperbolic evaluative
opinions" language from a CBC
analyst

"It's because we're dealing  JSP Impartiality — "We are Hébert quote — broadcast Moderate

with a madman in the White not advocates" without moderator
House" broadcast without challenge
challenge
INDEPENDENCE
Finding Standard Evidence Severity
All political analysis JSP Independence — "We Cochrane, McKenna, Minor
sourced from CBC are independent of all Cullen — all CBC
journalists lobbying groups and employees providing
government” analysis of CBC-covered
events
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Civil liberties concerns JSP Independence — "We "Catch that on YouTube or Moderate
about government powers  do not allow commercial or the at issue podcast" —
redirected to YouTube political considerations to concerns about
influence our editorial government powers
decisions" deemed less broadcast-
worthy than Liberal political
gains

## B) Broadcasting Act, S.C. 1991, c. 11, Section 3(1)
Section 3(1)(I) — Safeguarding the cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Canada:

The broadcast's failure to address the democratic legitimacy dimensions of floor-crossing — a practice that raises
substantive questions about the relationship between voters, MPs, and political parties in Canada's Westminster
system — represents a failure to "safeguard the political fabric of Canada." By framing floor-crossing exclusively as a
horse-race event (seat counts) rather than a democratic process event (voter mandate, constitutional convention), the
broadcast fails to provide Canadians with the information they need to engage as informed democratic citizens.

Section 3(1)(d)(i) — Reflecting Canada's diversity:

The broadcast's rendering of the multi-party system as essentially invisible — with NDP, Greens, Bloc, and PPC
receiving minimal or no substantive coverage — fails to reflect the diversity of Canadian political life. Millions of
Canadians who voted for these parties are effectively excluded from the broadcast's political universe.

## C) CRTC Conditions of Licence

The CRTC requires CBC to maintain "a high standard of journalistic ethics." The broadcast's systematic asymmetries
in source selection (no live Conservative interview), language (asymmetric emotional vocabulary), placement (Liberal-
favorable news leads; Liberal-unfavorable analysis buried), and agenda-setting (democratic legitimacy excluded; civil
liberties concerns redirected to digital platforms) collectively constitute a pattern that falls below the high standard
required. Individual decisions may be defensible in isolation; the pattern is not.

## Overall Regulatory Assessment

This broadcast of CBC's The National exhibits a pattern of editorial decisions that, taken collectively, constitute a
significant departure from CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices and the public broadcasting mandate
established by the Broadcasting Act. The most serious violations involve fairness (no live Conservative interview on a
story primarily about the Conservative Party), impartiality (correspondent characterizing a political event as a
"Christmas gift" for one party), and agenda-setting (democratic legitimacy of floor-crossing entirely excluded from
coverage). While no individual finding rises to the level of deliberate partisan advocacy, the systemic and directional
nature of the pattern — consistently favoring Liberal narratives and disadvantaging Conservative ones across framing,
language, placement, source selection, and question design — suggests institutional rather than individual bias, which
is a more serious regulatory concern because it is more difficult to correct through individual accountability
mechanisms. The CRTC and CBC's Office of the Ombudsman should consider whether the editorial norms and
culture reflected in this broadcast are consistent with the corporation's statutory mandate to serve all Canadians
regardless of political affiliation.

## Source Credibility Check

Source/Expert Funding Source Conflicts of Interest | Credibility Counter-Voice
Offered?

David Cochrane CBC/Radio-Canada  Employed by CBC; High (professional) No

(CBC analyst) (public) analyzes CBC-

covered events

Kate McKenna (CBC CBC/Radio-Canada  Employed by CBC High (professional) No
correspondent) (public)
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Catherine Cullen
(CBC correspondent)

Chantal Hébert (At
Issue)

Andrew Coyne (At
Issue)

Althia Raj (At Issue)

Unidentified VIA Rail
advocate

Unidentified 764
expert

UNICEF (Gaza story)

Stats Canada (trade
data)

Government Integrity
Commissioner
(museum story)
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CBC/Radio-Canada
(public)

Toronto Star /
L'actualité

Globe and Mail
HuffPost Canada /
CBC

Unknown

Unknown

UN system /
international donors

Government of
Canada

Government of
Canada

Employed by CBC

Ottawa press gallery;
no disclosed conflicts

Ottawa press gallery;
no disclosed conflicts

Ottawa press gallery;
CBC contributor

Potentially rail
advocacy or union
affiliation

Potentially law
enforcement or
government-adjacent

Humanitarian
mandate; institutional
interest in highlighting
crisis

Government
statistical agency;
methodologically
independent

Government-
appointed;
investigative mandate

High (professional)

High (professional)

High (professional)

Medium-High

Cannot assess

Cannot assess

High

High

High

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Partial (context
missing)

Yes (Chapman's
denial included)

Key Observation: The broadcast's source ecosystem is dominated by CBC journalists and Ottawa press gallery
columnists. The absence of academic, civil society, constitutional, or independent expert voices across all political
stories represents a significant source diversity failure that limits the analytical range available to viewers and creates
a closed loop of institutional perspective.

End of Analysis Report — Version 1.0-cbc

Prepared under Senior Media Accountability Review Protocol

All findings are evidence-based and directly referenced to transcript content
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OVERALL EVALUATION

Individual Scores — All 15 Criteria

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

No. Criterion ‘ Score Rating
1 FRAMING 8 YY)
2 WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 7 YY)
3 EXPERT SELECTION 6 ooo
4  SELECTIVE OMISSION 8 YY)
5 MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6 eoo
6 TIME DISTRIBUTION 7 YY)
7 QUESTION ASYMMETRY 7 YY)
8 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 5 eoo
9 STATISTICAL MANIPULATION 4 oo
10 TIMING & PLACEMENT 8 YY)
11 VISUAL/AUDIO LANGUAGE 6 eoo
12 SOURCE SELECTION 6 eoo
13 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 7 YY)
14 FALSE BALANCE 5 eoo
15 AGENDA-SETTING 8 XYY’

AGGREGATED DEVIATION 6.93/10 Serious deviation from the impartiality standard.
. High degree of deviation

INDEX

COMPLETENESS SCORE 3.0/10 Share of covered perspectives
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KEY — Score Definitions

Individual Scores per Criterion (0-10)

0 No finding

1-2

34 finding

7 Significant finding

8-9

10 Maximum severity

Weak finding
Slight to moderate
Moderate finding
with impact

Significant finding
(threshold)

Severe finding

No relevant anomaly detected.
Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance.

Recognizable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance.

Relevant imbalance affecting the audience's opinion-forming potential.

Scores of 6 and above are classified as 'significant findings.'

Clear, well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance.
Pronounced imbalance; multiple documented individual findings in this criterion.

Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion.

Aggregated Deviation Index — Interpretation Ranges

0.0-2.5
2.6-4.0
41-6.0
6.1-8.0
8.1-10

Unremarkable

Slight imbalance
Significant imbalance

Serious deviation from
the impartiality
standard. High degree
of deviation

Fundamental systemic
one-sidedness. Very
high bias degree

Party-Political Bias (-5 to +5)

No significant patterns detected; broadcast meets the impartiality
standard.

Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within tolerance range.
Multiple significant findings; relevant impairment of perspective diversity.

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance.

Maximum severity across nearly all criteria; systematically one-sided
reporting.

-5to -3

-2 to -1
0
+1 to +2

+3 to +5

Strongly
disadvantaged

Slightly disadvantaged
Neutral

Slightly favored
Strongly favored

Party is significantly underrepresented in framing, airtime, or
presentation.

Recognizable but minor disadvantage.
No detectable favoritism or disadvantage.
Recognizable but minor favoritism.

Party is significantly overrepresented in framing, airtime, or presentation.
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Legal and Methodological Notes

No factual
determination

No legal judgment

No proof of
causation

No judgment of
intent

Heuristic
comparison tool

The results presented do not constitute factual determinations about individual persons,
editorial teams, or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardized operationalization,
not a finding of individual responsibility.

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment under Broadcasting
Act s. 3(1)(l). The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates legal requirements
is exclusively the responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular CRTC).

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial
intent. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news environment, political
controversy, or format logic.

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7
means a significant imbalance was detected — not that the editorial team intended it. The
methodology makes no claims about motives or strategic objectives.

The index serves comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not
precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve heuristic
orientation, not sharp legal qualification.

SVFAB — Schweizerischer Verein fiir ausgewogene Berichterstattung | Postfach, 8021 Ziirich 1 | www.svfab.ch |
kontakt@svfab.ch | Methodenbericht Mérz 2026 | Konverter 3.0 (2026-03-19)
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Auswertungen und Mitgliedschaft beim SVFAB

Beim SVFAB.ch erhalten Sie nicht nur weitere detaillierte Auswertungen, sondern kdnnen sich solche zu beliebigen
Sendungen erstellen lassen (das verrechnen wir).

Um unsere Arbeit solide zu machen, sind wir auf Mitglieder- und Génnerbeitrage angewiesen.

Kontakt und weitere Informationen:
www.SVFAB.ch | Kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Bankverbindung: PostFinance — POFICHBE
IBAN: CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1
Empfanger: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zirich 1
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Sie erhalten beim SVFAB folgende Biicher

Bestellungen Uber www.svfab.ch oder kontakt@svfab.ch

Unausgewogene Berichterstattung ist die Antwort auf die
Halbierungsinitia-tive in der Schweiz: Hier werden die Manipulations-
techniken im Detail erldutert, angefangen bei der Auswahl der
Mitarbeiter und der Quellen-selektion. Danach werden 15 Prinzipien
- erldutert: Auslassung, Framing, zeitliches Framing, Kontaktschuld,
B ',.;::“_‘}"5 Emotio-nalisierung, Kontextentfernung und viele mehr, erldutert an
Unausgewogene‘ vielen Beispielen. Zusatzlich wird erkennbar, wo wir selbst diese
gl e Techniken anwenden - das fordert nicht nur die Erkenntnis sondern
rst auch das Mitgefiihl.
. Optional kommt das Buch mit Spielkarten
Auch erhaltlich als Horbuch

¥
¢ ‘ \ RIEDEN
Elys

Das Interview ist kein Gesprach. Es ist eine Buhne —und jemand
anderes hat das Drehbuch geschrieben.

Wer das nicht weiss, liefert Material. Gute Zitate, die falsch
geschnitten werden. Richtige Aussagen, die im falschen Kontext
landen. Ehrliche Antworten, die als Gestandnisse gerahmt werden.
Dieses Buch ist kein Medienkritik-Buch. Es ist ein Werkzeugkasten —
fur alle, die ein Mikrofon vor der Nase haben und wissen wollen, was
sie dagegen tun kénnen.7 Kapitel. 7 Werkzeuge: Was ein Interview
wirklich ist. Die 7 haufigsten Fallen. Die drei Grundprinzipien der
Souveranitat — Ankern, Umrahmen, Abgrenzen. Vorbereitung in einer
Stunde. Kérper und Stimme. Was tun, wenn es schief lauft. Und was
nach dem Interview zahlt.

Fur Politiker, Aktivisten, Unternehmer, Whistleblower —flr alle, die
exponiert sind und verstehen wollen, wie das Spiel funktioniert. Damit
sie aufhdren, es mitzuspielen —und anfangen, es zu gestalten.

In A5. Direkt. Zur Vorbereitung, zum Nachschlagen, zur
Nachbereitung und bei Schwierigkeiten
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= - = Du denkst, du siehst die Welt.In Wirklichkeit siehst du den Rahmen,
@WS’I%L den jemand um sie gelegt hat. Framing ist die alteste und eleganteste
L —— Manipulationstechnik der Welt. Sie verandert nicht die Fakten - sie
verandert, was wir aus den Fakten machen. Wie wir fUhlen. Was wir
glauben. Wie wir entscheiden. Und sie funktioniert —weil wir alle
mitmachen. Taglich. Unbewusst. Auch du. Dieses Buch ist kein
trockenes Lehrbuch. Es ist ein Ubungsbuch - spielerisch, direkt,
voller Beispiele aus dem echten Leben. Du lernst nicht nur, wie
andere dich framen. Du lernst, wie du selbst framest —und wie du es
bewusst und fair einsetzen kannst.
Denn wer Framing versteht, sieht die Welt klarer. Hort Nachrichten
TS it vicler Beispleler- = anders. Fuhrt Gesprache souveraner. Und lasst sich nicht mehr so
it Schiieke leicht einen Rahmen aufzwingen, den jemand anderes gewéhlt hat.
Mit vielen Ubungen und konkreten Beispielen aus Politik, Medien und
Alltag — und dem einen oder anderen Schmunzeln.
Framing mit Stil. Weil der Rahmen alles verandert.

. Ein, praxisorientiertes Lehrbuch

& Die SRG kassiert 1.56 Milliarden Franken pro Jahr —zwangsweise, von
DAS UBI- jedem Haushalt. Wer sich ungerecht behandelt fuhlt, kann sich

BESCHWERDESYSTEM beschweren. Es gibt sogar eine Instanz dafir: die UBI, die

sbhingjge b L Unabhangige Beschwerdeinstanz fir Radio und Fernsehen.
Nur: Sie ist nicht unabhéngig. Sie hat keine Sanktionsmaoglichkeiten.
Und sie entscheidet in 99.6% aller Falle: nichts.
Diese Analyse legt das System offen — sachlich, prazise, ohne
Polemik. Verfahren, Personal, Befugnisse, Kosten, Statistik,
Rechtsweg. Und die staatsrechtliche Prufung, die zeigt: Das UBI-
System erfullt keines der drei grundlegenden Kriterien — es ist nicht
angemessen, nicht gewaltenteilig, nicht marktwirtschaftlich.
Die Instanz, die Burger schitzen soll, schutzt vor allem das System,
das sie kontrollieren sollte.
Ein Pflichtlektlre fur alle, die eine Beschwerde erwagen — und fir alle,
die verstehen wollen, warum echte Medienaufsicht in der Schweiz
noch aussteht.
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