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CBC DETAILED ANALYSIS 

20220127_CBC News： The National ｜ Protest convoy, Interest rates, Anna Maria Tremonti 

Broadcast: MEDIA ANALYSIS REPORT  |  Analyzed: 2026-05-06 07:08 

Version 2.0-cbc  |  Konverter 3.3 (2026-05-14)  |  Standard: Broadcasting Act s. 3(1)(l) 

 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

5.9/10 Significant imbalance 

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Classification based on Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each 
party is rated on a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 

Party NDP GPC LPC BQ CPC PPC 

CHES 2.0 2.5 4.5 5.0 7.5 9.0 

Spectrum Left Left Center Center Right Right 

 

The overall tendency is presented on a 0–10 scale (0 = strongly left-favoring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favoring). The calculation is based on the difference in average favoritism of left vs. right parties (grouping per CHES 
2024). 

TENDENCY (L − R) 4.9 / 10 Balanced 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

← Left Right → 

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center 

 

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score. 

 

 

BROADCAST INFO AND TOPIC FRAMEWORK 

 

Broadcast Identification 

•  Broadcast Title: The National — CBC Television / CBC Radio-Canada 

•  File Reference: 20220127_CBC News: The National 

•  Estimated Broadcast Date: January 27, 2022 (confirmed by anchor closing: "that is the national for january 26th" 
— likely aired late evening covering January 26 events) 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/
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•  Approximate Length: 60–75 minutes (standard National broadcast format) 

•  Primary Anchor: Ian Hanomansing (identified as "ian hannah mansing" in transcript) 

•  Secondary Anchor/Interviewer: Adrian (surname not fully captured; likely Adrian Harewood or similar CBC anchor) 

Correspondents / Reporters 

Reporter Story 

Travis Dhanraj Freedom Convoy / Ottawa security 

Jacqueline Hansen Bank of Canada / interest rates 

David Cochrane Canada-Ukraine military support 

Susan Ormiston Russia-Ukraine diplomacy / Washington 

Susannah de Silva Richmond, BC quadruple homicide 

Deanna Sumanec Johnson School COVID tracking / absence data 

Vico Dopia COVID and Type 1 diabetes in children 

Brady Strachan BC flooding / animal carcass composting 

Renée Filiatrault (Philponi) Team Canada / Beijing Olympics departure 

 

Guests / Interviewees with Affiliation 

Guest Affiliation / Role 

Anna Maria Tremonti Former CBC journalist / host of "The Current"; intimate 
partner violence survivor 

Deepa Mattoo Executive Director, Barbara Schleifer Commemorative 
Clinic; Toronto lawyer 

Adrian Howell Private citizen / mortgage holder (vox pop) 

Mortgage broker (unnamed) Private sector financial professional 

Infectious diseases specialist (unnamed) Medical expert, COVID/school tracking 

Children's diabetes clinic representative (unnamed) San Diego pediatric clinic 

Pat King Self-described convoy organizer; far-right activist 

Ottawa Police spokesperson Law enforcement 

Bank of Canada spokesperson Federal monetary authority 

Justin Trudeau (quoted) Prime Minister, Liberal Party 

Jagmeet Singh (referenced) NDP Leader 

Erin O'Toole (referenced via op-ed) Conservative Party Leader 

Russian Foreign Ministry spokesperson (quoted) Russian government 

NATO spokesperson (quoted) NATO alliance 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken (quoted) U.S. State Department 

Ukrainian Embassy (statement quoted) Ukrainian government 

Musqueam First Nation elders Indigenous community 

 

Main Topic 

This broadcast covers a multi-story national newscast dominated by the emerging "Freedom Convoy" protest 
movement heading to Ottawa, with secondary coverage of Canada-Ukraine military policy, Bank of Canada interest 
rate signals, COVID-related health stories, and a prominent personal interview with former CBC journalist Anna Maria 
Tremonti about intimate partner violence. 

Current Context (January 2022) 

By late January 2022, Canada was experiencing significant social and political tension over federal COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates, particularly a cross-border vaccine requirement for truck drivers that had taken effect January 15, 2022. 
The "Freedom Convoy" had begun as a truckers' protest but was rapidly expanding into a broader anti-mandate 
movement drawing participants from across the political spectrum, including some with far-right affiliations. Prime 
Minister Trudeau had just characterized the protesters as a "small fringe minority" holding "unacceptable views," a 
characterization that itself became politically contested. Simultaneously, the Russia-Ukraine crisis was escalating 
toward what would become a full-scale invasion in February 2022, and Canada was under pressure from allies and 
Ukrainian officials to provide lethal military assistance. Domestically, inflation had reached a 30-year high, and the 
Bank of Canada was signaling imminent interest rate increases after years of pandemic-era low rates. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Hard Facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically verifiable 

 

1. EXPERT SELECTION 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Who is chosen as an authoritative voice, and what are their funding sources, conflicts of interest, and 
credibility? 

Finding 3.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment 

•  Quote: "anti-hate groups are concerned about what this weekend could bring there have been enough people 
who've been posting messages..." 

•  Technique: The "anti-hate group" is unnamed, unidentified, and its representative is not named. This is a 
significant credibility problem — an anonymous organizational source is used to make a serious claim (January 6 
comparison) without any accountability. 

•  Why problematic: CBC's own Journalistic Standards and Practices require that sources be identified. An unnamed 
"anti-hate group" cannot be assessed for funding, mandate, political alignment, or credibility. This violates basic 
source transparency standards. 

Finding 3.2 

•  Location: Intimate partner violence segment 

•  Quote: Deepa Mattoo, "Executive Director of the Barbara Schleifer Commemorative Clinic" 

•  Technique: Mattoo is a credible expert in her field. However, she is the only expert voice on intimate partner 
violence, and her organization's mandate is explicitly advocacy-oriented (supporting victims). No researcher, 
criminologist, or policy analyst is included to provide statistical or policy context. 

•  Why problematic: While Mattoo's expertise is genuine, presenting only an advocacy organization's perspective 
without a research or policy counterpart creates a one-dimensional expert landscape. The Barbara Schleifer Clinic 
receives government funding, which is not disclosed. 

Finding 3.3 

•  Location: COVID/diabetes segment 

•  Quote: "new research from san diego shows just how high compared to previous years last year saw 57 percent 
increase of new cases of type 1 diabetes" 

•  Technique: The San Diego study is presented without naming the publication, peer-review status, sample size, or 
methodology. The study's own author cautions against conclusions, but the 57% figure is presented prominently. 

•  Why problematic: A single regional study with an unnamed author, unpublished or unverified peer-review status, is 
used to anchor a national health story. The study's own author's caution is included but placed after the dramatic 
statistic, reducing its impact. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check) 

 

Definition: Diversity and independence of cited sources, including funding, mandate, and potential conflicts of interest. 

Finding 12.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment 

•  Quote: "anti-hate groups are concerned about what this weekend could bring" 

•  Technique: The source is unnamed. No organization name, no spokesperson name, no funding disclosure. This is 
the source used to introduce the January 6 comparison. 

•  Why problematic: An unnamed organizational source making a serious political comparison (January 6) violates 
basic journalistic source standards. The audience cannot assess the credibility, funding, or political alignment of 
this source. 

Finding 12.2 

•  Location: Ukraine segment 

•  Quote: "the ukrainian embassy issued a statement saying we welcome the cabinet's decision" 

•  Technique: The Ukrainian Embassy is cited as a source for both its welcome of Canadian measures and for the 
polling data (75% of Canadians support weapons). The Embassy is an interested party with a direct stake in 
Canadian policy. 

•  Why problematic: Citing an interested party's polling data without independent verification, and presenting that 
party's statement as a news source without noting the conflict of interest, is a source selection problem. The 
Embassy's statement is advocacy, not independent analysis. 

Finding 12.3 

•  Location: Interest rates segment 

•  Quote: "the bank of canada made it clear today higher interest rates are likely coming soon" 

•  Technique: The Bank of Canada is the primary source for the interest rate story. No independent economist, no 
critic of Bank of Canada policy, and no representative of groups who would be harmed by rate increases (e.g., 
low-income mortgage holders, small business associations) is included. 

•  Why problematic: A central bank's own communications about its own policy are presented without independent 
expert analysis. The Bank of Canada has an institutional interest in presenting its policy decisions as necessary 
and well-calibrated. 
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Balance of speaking time between different positions, perspectives, and political viewpoints. 

Finding 6.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment 

•  Observation: The convoy segment includes: PM Trudeau (extended quote), Ottawa Police (extended statement), 
anti-hate group (unnamed, extended quote), NDP leader (brief statement with damaging context), Conservative 
leader (brief op-ed reference). Convoy participants receive: one brief quote from a trucker ("the blanket mandates 
go against our human rights") and Pat King's dismissive response to distancing efforts. 

•  Why problematic: The ratio of government/security/opposition voices to convoy participant voices is approximately 
5:1. The convoy movement, which is the subject of the story, receives the least direct voice time. 

Finding 6.2 

•  Location: Full broadcast 

•  Observation: The Anna Maria Tremonti interview occupies approximately 15–18 minutes of broadcast time — the 
single largest segment of the broadcast. This is a personal story about a CBC employee promoting a CBC 
podcast. 

•  Why problematic: The largest single time allocation in the broadcast goes to a story that simultaneously serves as 
promotion for a CBC product (the "Welcome to Paradise" podcast). This represents a potential conflict of interest 
in editorial time allocation that is not disclosed. 

Finding 6.3 

•  Location: Ukraine segment 

•  Observation: The Ukraine segment includes: PM Trudeau (supportive of training mission), Conservative critic 
(critical of lack of weapons), Russian Foreign Ministry (quoted), Ukrainian Embassy (quoted). No independent 
foreign policy expert or academic is included. 

•  Why problematic: The Ukraine segment presents a binary government-vs-opposition framing without any 
independent analytical voice. The Russian position is quoted but not contextualized by any expert in Russian 
foreign policy or international law. 
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4. SELECTIVE OMISSION 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: What relevant facts, perspectives, or context are absent that would materially affect audience 
understanding? 

Finding 4.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment throughout 

•  Quote: "what started as a group of truck drivers angry over a cross-border vaccine mandate" 

•  Technique: The broadcast omits that the Canadian Trucking Alliance — the industry's own trade association — 
had publicly stated that the vast majority of its members were vaccinated and did not support the convoy. This 
would have provided crucial industry context. 

•  Why problematic: The omission of the trucking industry's own mainstream position allows the convoy to be 
presented as more representative of truckers than it was, while simultaneously allowing the "fringe minority" 
characterization to go unchallenged by industry data. 

Finding 4.2 

•  Location: NDP reference 

•  Quote: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after cbc news confirmed his 
brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars to the cause the ndp says it was a mistake and he's now trying to get 
the money back" 

•  Technique: The juxtaposition of Singh's condemnation with the immediate revelation of his brother-in-law's 
donation is a classic guilt-by-association and credibility-undermining technique. The "this after" construction 
implies hypocrisy without stating it directly. 

•  Why problematic: The brother-in-law's donation is a legitimate news fact, but its placement immediately after 
Singh's condemnation — with the connective "this after" — implies that Singh's condemnation is hypocritical or 
politically motivated. No equivalent scrutiny is applied to Liberal or Conservative figures' connections to the 
convoy. 

Finding 4.3 

•  Location: Ukraine/Canada military segment 

•  Quote: "canada has always been the strongest ally of ukraine until today" 

•  Technique: This quote from a Conservative spokesperson is presented without challenge or fact-check. The claim 
that Canada has "always been the strongest ally" is historically contestable and politically motivated. 

•  Why problematic: A partisan political claim ("strongest ally") is presented without journalistic challenge. The 
reporter does not note that the U.S., UK, and other NATO allies have provided substantially more military support 
to Ukraine historically, which would contextualize the Conservative claim. 

 

Missing Voices 

1. Public health epidemiologists who could explain the scientific rationale for the cross-border vaccine mandate 
specifically 

2. Trucking industry association representatives (e.g., Canadian Trucking Alliance) who had publicly opposed the 
convoy while supporting vaccinated drivers 

3. Ottawa business owners and residents who would be directly affected by the protest 

4. Constitutional lawyers on the legality of both the mandate and potential protest restrictions 

5. Unvaccinated truckers themselves in extended interview format (only one brief quote captured) 

6. Sociologists or political scientists specializing in protest movements and populist mobilization 

7. Conservative Party MPs or spokespeople in direct interview (only an op-ed reference) 

8. Convoy mainstream organizers (Tamara Lich, B.J. Dichter) who were explicitly distancing from Pat King 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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5. NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend 

 

Definition: Selective, misleading, or decontextualized use of numbers and data. 

Finding 9.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment 

•  Quote: "the other thing i want to note here is on the fundraising effort it has grown in the past 24 hours by almost 2 
million dollars now sits at 5.7 million dollars" 

•  Technique: The fundraising figure is presented without context: How does this compare to other political 
fundraising campaigns? What percentage of donors are Canadian vs. foreign? What is the average donation 
size? These contextual figures would significantly affect interpretation. 

•  Why problematic: A large dollar figure presented without comparative context creates an impression of scale that 
may be misleading. The subsequent GoFundMe controversy (platform eventually froze funds) suggests the 
foreign donation question was already relevant at this time. 

Finding 9.2 

•  Location: COVID/diabetes segment 

•  Quote: "last year saw 57 percent increase of new cases of type 1 diabetes in most cases the kids tested negative 
for covet 19" 

•  Technique: A 57% increase is a dramatic figure. The broadcast does not provide: the baseline number of cases, 
the absolute increase, the confidence interval, the sample size, or whether the study was peer-reviewed. The fact 
that "most cases the kids tested negative for COVID-19" is presented after the dramatic statistic, significantly 
undermining the implied COVID link. 

•  Why problematic: The 57% figure is presented in a way that implies a COVID link, while the exculpatory data 
(negative COVID tests) is presented afterward and without equal emphasis. This is a classic statistical framing 
problem. 

Finding 9.3 

•  Location: Ukraine segment 

•  Quote: "polls show 75 percent of canadians are in favor of providing weapons to ukraine" 

•  Technique: This polling figure is cited by the Ukrainian Embassy in its statement. The broadcast presents it without 
identifying the poll's source, methodology, sample size, question wording, or date. A poll cited by an interested 
party (the Ukrainian Embassy) requires independent verification. 

•  Why problematic: A polling figure cited by an advocacy party (the Ukrainian Embassy, which has a direct interest 
in Canadian weapons provision) is presented as if it were independent data. No polling methodology is provided, 
and no counter-poll or context is offered. 
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 8/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Discrediting positions or movements by associating them with extreme, discredited, or unpopular elements. 

Finding 8.1 

•  Location: Dhanraj convoy report 

•  Quote: "pat king is in the convoy and claims to be an organizer he is known for his far-right views and using 
homophobic and racist language in the past other convoy leaders are now distancing themselves from king but 
king is dismissing their concerns" 

•  Technique: Pat King is introduced as a convoy figure, his extremist views are detailed, and then the fact that other 
organizers are distancing themselves from him is presented — but this distancing is immediately undercut by 
King's dismissal. The net effect is that King's views remain associated with the convoy despite the distancing. 

•  Why problematic: The structure of this passage — introduce extremist, note distancing, undercut distancing — 
ensures that the extremist association remains in the audience's mind. The mainstream organizers' distancing is 
presented as a PR exercise ("100 percent that it's had to be done due to the pr") rather than as a genuine 
ideological distinction. 

Finding 8.2 

•  Location: Dhanraj report 

•  Quote: "there have been enough people who've been posting messages related to the idea that while canada will 
have our our january 6 event the majority of the people involved in this protest probably want nothing to do with 
that" 

•  Technique: The January 6 comparison is introduced and then nominally qualified ("the majority...probably want 
nothing to do with that"). However, the qualification uses "probably" — a hedge that maintains uncertainty — and 
the January 6 association has already been planted. 

•  Why problematic: This is a textbook inoculation technique: introduce the damaging association, then provide a 
weak qualification that preserves the association while appearing balanced. The word "probably" is doing 
significant rhetorical work here. 

Finding 8.3 

•  Location: NDP reference 

•  Quote: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after cbc news confirmed his 
brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars to the cause" 

•  Technique: Singh's condemnation of the convoy is immediately followed by evidence of a family member's 
financial support. The "this after" construction creates a guilt-by-association in reverse — Singh is associated with 
the convoy through his brother-in-law, undermining his condemnation. 

•  Why problematic: This technique simultaneously undermines the NDP's political position (by implying hypocrisy) 
and the convoy's legitimacy (by associating it with a politician who publicly condemned it). It is a double guilt-by-
association that serves no clear journalistic purpose beyond creating political embarrassment. 
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7. TIMING & PLACEMENT 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Strategic positioning of information — what leads, what is buried, what appears before or after commercial 
breaks. 

Finding 10.1 

•  Location: Broadcast opening / teaser sequence 

•  Quote: "small fringe minority of people who are on their way to ottawa do not represent the views of canadians" 

•  Technique: The Prime Minister's characterization of the convoy is the second item in the broadcast's opening 
teaser — before any journalistic context, before any convoy voice, before any expert analysis. This placement 
gives it the authority of an established fact rather than a political statement. 

•  Why problematic: Placement in the teaser sequence signals editorial endorsement. A journalistic broadcast would 
place a political leader's characterization within a report, not in the headline sequence. 

Finding 10.2 

•  Location: NDP/brother-in-law revelation 

•  Quote: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after cbc news confirmed his 
brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars to the cause" 

•  Technique: The damaging information about Singh's brother-in-law is placed immediately after Singh's 
condemnation, within the same sentence structure. This placement maximizes the irony and political damage. 

•  Why problematic: The placement is editorially calculated to maximize political embarrassment. A more neutral 
placement would have reported Singh's statement, then separately reported the donation as a related but distinct 
news item. 

Finding 10.3 

•  Location: Tremonti segment placement 

•  Observation: The Tremonti interview is the broadcast's longest segment and is placed in the second half of the 
broadcast, after the hard news. It is teased multiple times before airing, receiving more promotional attention than 
any other segment. 

•  Why problematic: The extensive pre-promotion of the Tremonti segment — a story about a CBC employee 
promoting a CBC podcast — suggests editorial priorities that serve institutional interests (promoting a CBC 
product) alongside journalistic ones. The multiple teases function as internal advertising. 
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage amplifies the finding. Score = outrage level (0–5) + selectivity (0–5) 

 

Definition: Moral outrage expressed at certain positions or actors but not at equivalent positions or actors. 

Finding 13.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment 

•  Quote: "there is increasing concern about violent online rhetoric supporting the convoy" 

•  Technique: Online rhetoric supporting the convoy is characterized as "violent" and presented as a security 
concern. No equivalent scrutiny is applied to online rhetoric opposing the convoy, or to the political rhetoric of 
government officials characterizing protesters as a "fringe minority." 

•  Why problematic: Selective application of the "violent rhetoric" concern to one side of a political dispute, without 
equivalent scrutiny of the other side's rhetoric, is a form of selective moral outrage. 

Finding 13.2 

•  Location: NDP segment 

•  Quote: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after cbc news confirmed his 
brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars to the cause" 

•  Technique: The NDP leader's family connection to convoy fundraising is treated as newsworthy and potentially 
hypocritical. No equivalent scrutiny is applied to Liberal or Conservative politicians' family or donor connections to 
either the convoy or to the vaccine mandate policy. 

•  Why problematic: The selective application of "family connection" scrutiny to the NDP leader, without equivalent 
investigation of other party leaders' connections, represents asymmetric political scrutiny. 

Finding 13.3 

•  Location: Ukraine/Russia segment 

•  Quote: "russian rhetoric has been um extraordinarily belligerent it's not clear to me that the russians really have a 
way of getting down the extremely tall flagpole that they have climbed up on without military action" 

•  Technique: Russian rhetoric is characterized as "extraordinarily belligerent" by a quoted source (U.S. 
diplomat/analyst). No equivalent characterization of NATO or Ukrainian rhetoric is offered, despite the fact that 
NATO's expansion eastward is the stated Russian grievance. 

•  Why problematic: While Russian military aggression is the primary concern, balanced coverage of a diplomatic 
crisis would include some acknowledgment of the competing narratives about NATO expansion that form the 
diplomatic context, rather than presenting only the Western characterization of Russian behavior. 
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9. COMPLETENESS 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Share of covered perspectives 

Inverted: original value measures coverage (higher = better). Shown as deviation (higher = larger gaps). 

| # | Perspective | Status | 

|---|---|---| 

| 1 | Vaccinated truckers supporting the mandate (representing the 90% cited by PM) | MENTIONED (statistic only, 
no voice given) | 

| 2 | Unvaccinated truckers explaining their specific objections to the mandate | COVERED (briefly, one quote about 
"human rights") | 

| 3 | Public health officials defending the cross-border vaccine mandate on epidemiological grounds | OMITTED | 

| 4 | Supply chain industry representatives on economic impact of mandate | OMITTED | 

| 5 | Ottawa residents and businesses affected by the incoming convoy | OMITTED | 

| 6 | Civil liberties / constitutional law experts on protest rights and limits | OMITTED | 

| 7 | Far-right / extremism researchers providing analytical context (not just anti-hate groups) | MENTIONED (anti-
hate group quoted, unnamed) | 

| 8 | Conservative Party position (Erin O'Toole op-ed referenced) | MENTIONED (briefly, no direct interview) | 

| 9 | NDP position (Jagmeet Singh statement) | MENTIONED (with damaging brother-in-law donation context 
immediately appended) | 

| 10 | Convoy organizers beyond Pat King (mainstream organizers distancing from King) | MENTIONED (briefly, no 
direct interview) | 

Completeness Score: 4/10 

The broadcast significantly under-represents the perspectives of actual convoy participants beyond a single brief 
quote, provides no direct interview with any convoy organizer, offers no public health defense of the specific 
mandate being protested, and includes no legal or constitutional analysis of protest rights. The dominant framing is 
security-threat oriented. 
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Soft Facts — 6 qualitative techniques 

 

10. FRAMING 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: How the broadcast constructs the fundamental nature of the topic — what is treated as background 
assumption versus what requires justification. 

Finding 1.1 

•  Location: Opening segment, first 90 seconds 

•  Quote: "small fringe minority of people who are on their way to ottawa do not represent the views of canadians" 

•  Technique: The Prime Minister's characterization is used as the broadcast's own framing device — it appears in 
the teaser/headline sequence before any journalistic context is provided, effectively adopting the government's 
characterization as the broadcast's own editorial position. 

•  Why problematic: A journalistic broadcast should present a political leader's characterization of protesters as one 
perspective requiring scrutiny, not as a headline framing device. By leading with Trudeau's words in the teaser, 
CBC implicitly endorses the "fringe minority" framing before any evidence is presented. 

Finding 1.2 

•  Location: Travis Dhanraj report, convoy segment 

•  Quote: "there is increasing concern about violent online rhetoric supporting the convoy and that those with extreme 
views are planning on attending" 

•  Technique: Security-threat framing. The convoy is primarily framed as a security and extremism problem rather 
than as a political protest with legitimate grievances. The word "concern" appears repeatedly without being 
attributed to a specific, named source. 

•  Why problematic: This frames the entire protest movement through the lens of its most extreme elements, a 
framing choice that predetermines the audience's interpretive lens before any protester voices are heard. 

Finding 1.3 

•  Location: Dhanraj report, transition 

•  Quote: "what started as a group of truck drivers angry over a cross-border vaccine mandate has gained 
momentum and gained ground the convoy rolling across canada and transforming into a broader movement 
taking aim at covet restrictions public health mandates and the federal government" 

•  Technique: The phrase "taking aim at" carries aggressive connotations. The expansion of the movement's 
concerns is framed as mission creep or radicalization rather than as organic political mobilization. 

•  Why problematic: "Taking aim at" implies hostility and aggression. Neutral language would be "opposing" or 
"challenging." This word choice subtly criminalizes the political content of the protest. 
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11. WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Analysis of loaded language, connotations, euphemisms, and dysphemisms that shape audience 
perception. 

Finding 2.1 

•  Location: Dhanraj report 

•  Quote: "pat king is in the convoy and claims to be an organizer he is known for his far-right views and using 
homophobic and racist language in the past" 

•  Technique: The word "claims" is used to cast doubt on King's organizational role, while his past conduct is stated 
as established fact. This asymmetry — skepticism about his role, certainty about his character — is a rhetorical 
technique that discredits without full context. 

•  Why problematic: "Claims to be an organizer" implies his role is disputed or fabricated. If his organizational role is 
genuinely disputed, the same skeptical language should be applied to characterizations of his views. If it is not 
disputed, "claims" is an inappropriate qualifier. 

Finding 2.2 

•  Location: Dhanraj report 

•  Quote: "there have been enough people who've been posting messages related to the idea that while canada will 
have our our january 6 event" 

•  Technique: The January 6 U.S. Capitol riot comparison is introduced via an unnamed "anti-hate group" source. 
This is one of the most politically loaded comparisons available in contemporary North American political 
discourse, associating the convoy with an attempted insurrection. 

•  Why problematic: The comparison is introduced without challenge, without context about how representative such 
posts are of the broader convoy movement, and without any convoy representative being given the opportunity to 
respond to this characterization. 

Finding 2.3 

•  Location: Anchor tease before Tremonti segment 

•  Quote: "deeply personal and distressingly common" 

•  Technique: Editorially loaded language in anchor introduction. "Distressingly common" is an editorial judgment, not 
a factual statement, delivered by the anchor in a news context. 

•  Why problematic: While intimate partner violence is indeed common, the anchor's use of "distressingly" is an 
emotional editorial injection that blurs the line between news presentation and advocacy journalism. 
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12. MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Asymmetries in questioning style, follow-up probing, interruptions, and sympathy signals by anchors and 
interviewers. 

Finding 5.1 

•  Location: Tremonti interview throughout 

•  Quote: "thank you for having the guts to open up about this it's going to make a difference for a lot of people who 
will not see this coming" 

•  Technique: The interviewer closes with an explicit editorial endorsement of the subject's narrative. This is 
appropriate for a personal story interview but represents a significant departure from journalistic neutrality when 
the subject is also a CBC colleague. 

•  Why problematic: Anna Maria Tremonti is a former CBC employee. The interviewer's closing statement ("it's going 
to make a difference") functions as promotional language for Tremonti's podcast, which is a CBC product. The 
dual role of the interview — journalism and promotion — is not disclosed to viewers. 

Finding 5.2 

•  Location: Tremonti interview 

•  Quote: "does it feel funny being in here / a little bit yeah i um i feel like i've known you forever and to realize how 
much of a big piece of the story of you i was missing is brutal" 

•  Technique: The interviewer's opening establishes a personal, collegial relationship that signals to the audience 
that this is not a standard journalistic interview. The word "brutal" from the interviewer is an emotional solidarity 
signal. 

•  Why problematic: The collegial framing removes any possibility of journalistic distance or critical questioning. While 
the subject matter (intimate partner violence) warrants sensitivity, the interviewer's personal emotional investment 
is disclosed in a way that functions as advocacy rather than journalism. 

Finding 5.3 

•  Location: Deepa Mattoo interview 

•  Quote: "with just half a minute but i mean what's the advice what advice do we give somebody in that situation" 

•  Technique: The anchor rushes the expert with a time constraint ("just half a minute") on the most practically 
important question of the segment — what should people actually do. This truncates the most actionable 
information. 

•  Why problematic: The time allocation decision — extensive time for the personal narrative, minimal time for the 
expert providing practical guidance — reflects editorial priorities that favor emotional storytelling over practical 
public service information. 
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Differential use of hard/confrontational versus soft/sympathetic questions to different guests. 

Finding 7.1 

•  Location: Tremonti interview vs. Mattoo interview 

•  Quote (Tremonti): "do you have a shorthand to describe what it is that happened to you" vs. Quote (Mattoo): 
"what's changed in terms of violence during this pandemic" 

•  Technique: Tremonti receives open, narrative-inviting questions that allow her to control the story. Mattoo receives 
more structured, topic-bounded questions. Neither receives challenging questions, but the asymmetry in question 
openness reflects different journalistic relationships. 

•  Why problematic: The difference in question style reflects the interviewer's personal relationship with Tremonti 
(CBC colleague) versus a professional relationship with Mattoo (external expert). This is a structural bias in 
question design. 

Finding 7.2 

•  Location: Convoy segment — no direct interviews with convoy participants 

•  Observation: No convoy organizer (beyond Pat King's brief self-recorded clip) is interviewed directly. No trucker is 
interviewed at length. The questions that would have been asked of convoy participants — and the follow-up 
challenges — are entirely absent. 

•  Why problematic: The absence of direct interviews with convoy participants means the asymmetry is total: 
government, police, and opposition figures are quoted and contextualized; convoy participants are represented 
only by brief clips and characterized by others. 

Finding 7.3 

•  Location: Bank of Canada segment 

•  Quote: "we're signaling to canadians that they can expect a rising path for interest rates" 

•  Technique: The Bank of Canada spokesperson is quoted without any challenging question about whether rate 
increases might harm vulnerable Canadians, increase unemployment, or disproportionately affect certain 
demographics. 

•  Why problematic: The Bank of Canada's policy position is presented as technical fact rather than as a policy 
choice with distributional consequences. No economist critical of rate increases is included. 
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14. FALSE BALANCE 3/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Artificial balance that misrepresents actual evidence or consensus, or conversely, false equivalence 
between unequal positions. 

Finding 14.1 

•  Location: COVID/diabetes segment 

•  Quote: "we really need to see what's happening in the rest of the u.s what's happening in canada what's 
happening in other countries and really see if this trend is consistent" 

•  Technique: The study's own author's caution is included, which is appropriate. However, the segment's framing 
(headline: "some are developing diabetes it's a nerve-wracking for sure is there a link") implies a link that the 
evidence does not yet support. 

•  Why problematic: The headline framing implies a COVID-diabetes link that the scientific evidence explicitly does 
not yet establish. The author's caution is included but does not counteract the headline's implication. This is a 
case where the framing creates a false impression of established linkage. 

Finding 14.2 

•  Location: Convoy segment — Conservative/NDP balance 

•  Quote: Conservative: "this was a half measure by justin trudeau which will surely disappoint our ukrainian allies" / 
NDP: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after..." 

•  Technique: Both opposition parties are mentioned, but in very different contexts. The Conservative quote is on 
Ukraine policy (a substantive policy critique). The NDP reference is on the convoy (with the damaging brother-in-
law context immediately appended). This creates a false equivalence in opposition coverage that actually 
disadvantages the NDP. 

•  Why problematic: Presenting both opposition parties as "covered" while giving one a substantive policy platform 
and the other a damaging personal context is a form of false balance that masks asymmetric treatment. 

Finding 14.3 

•  Location: Interest rates segment 

•  Quote: "the first quarter point may not feel it but trust me after the second one you will start to feel that pinch 
coming" 

•  Technique: The mortgage broker's warning about rate increases is presented alongside a homeowner's concern, 
creating an appearance of balance (expert + citizen). However, both voices are concerned about rate increases — 
no voice is presented arguing that rate increases are necessary or beneficial for inflation control beyond the Bank 
of Canada's own statement. 

•  Why problematic: The segment presents two concerned voices (homeowner, mortgage broker) against the Bank 
of Canada's institutional position, creating a false impression that rate increases are primarily a consumer harm 
story rather than a complex macroeconomic policy decision. 
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: What becomes "the issue" — what topics, framings, and questions dominate, and what is excluded from 
discussion entirely. 

Finding 15.1 

•  Location: Convoy segment — overall framing 

•  Observation: The convoy story is set as a security and extremism story rather than as a policy debate story. The 
central policy question — whether the cross-border vaccine mandate for truckers was scientifically justified, 
economically proportionate, and constitutionally sound — is entirely absent from the broadcast. 

•  Why problematic: By setting the agenda as "security threat" rather than "policy debate," the broadcast forecloses 
the most substantive journalistic question: Was the mandate that triggered the protest justified? This is the 
question that would require the most rigorous journalistic examination. 

Finding 15.2 

•  Location: Full broadcast 

•  Observation: The broadcast includes no story on: the economic impact of the vaccine mandate on supply chains, 
the legal basis for the mandate, the experiences of vaccinated truckers who opposed the convoy, or the political 
history of vaccine mandates in Canada. 

•  Why problematic: These omissions collectively ensure that the audience receives no tools to evaluate the 
underlying policy dispute. The agenda is set to evaluate the protest movement's character (extremist or not) rather 
than the policy that generated it. 

Finding 15.3 

•  Location: Tremonti segment — agenda within segment 

•  Quote: "you can follow anna maria's new podcast welcome to paradise on the cbc listen app or wherever you get 
your podcasts the first two episodes will be available february the 15th" 

•  Technique: The broadcast explicitly promotes a CBC commercial product (podcast) at the conclusion of a news 
segment. The agenda of the Tremonti segment is thus dual: journalistic (intimate partner violence awareness) and 
commercial (CBC podcast promotion). 

•  Why problematic: The use of news broadcast time to promote a CBC commercial product, without disclosure of 
this dual purpose, represents an agenda-setting problem that blurs the line between journalism and institutional 
self-promotion. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

President: Schläpfer, David  -  Contact: kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
Page 20 

 

 

CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION 

 

A) Summary Table: 15 Criteria 

# Criterion Score Key Finding 

1 Framing 7/10 Convoy framed as security threat using PM's own characterization as 
headline device 

2 Word Choice 6/10 "Taking aim at," "claims to be," January 6 comparison introduced without 
challenge 

3 Expert Selection 5/10 Unnamed anti-hate group, unidentified study author, no independent 
convoy-sympathetic experts 

4 Selective Omission 7/10 Canadian Trucking Alliance position omitted; no public health defense of 
mandate; no legal analysis 

5 Moderation Behavior 6/10 Collegial/promotional interview with CBC colleague; rushed expert on 
practical guidance 

6 Time Distribution 6/10 Convoy participants receive minimal direct voice; CBC podcast promotion 
receives largest time block 

7 Question Asymmetry 5/10 No direct convoy interviews; Bank of Canada unchallenged; Tremonti 
receives narrative-inviting questions 

8 Guilt by Association 8/10 January 6 comparison; Pat King association maintained despite distancing; 
NDP brother-in-law juxtaposition 

9 Numerical Manipulation 5/10 Fundraising figure without context; 57% diabetes increase without 
methodology; Embassy-sourced polling 

10 Timing & Placement 6/10 PM characterization in teaser; NDP damage maximized by placement; 
Tremonti over-promoted 

12 Source Selection 6/10 Unnamed anti-hate group; Embassy as polling source; Bank of Canada 
unchallenged 

13 Selective Outrage 6/10 Convoy rhetoric scrutinized; government rhetoric not; NDP family 
connection highlighted asymmetrically 

14 False Balance 3/10 COVID-diabetes link implied by framing despite author's caution; NDP/CPC 
coverage asymmetry 

15 Agenda-Setting 7/10 Policy debate entirely absent; mandate's justification never examined; CBC 
product promotion embedded 

 

B) Overall Scores 

•  Criteria Score (average of 15): (7+6+5+7+6+6+5+8+5+6+4+6+6+3+7) ÷ 15 = 87 ÷ 15 = 5.8/10 

C) Top 3 Manipulation Techniques 

1. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION (Score: 8/10 — Highest Single Criterion) 
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The broadcast systematically associates the convoy movement with its most extreme elements (Pat King, January 6 
rhetoric) while structurally undermining attempts to distinguish mainstream from extreme participants. The NDP leader 
is simultaneously associated with the convoy through his brother-in-law's donation, creating a double-bind: the convoy 
is extremist, and the politician who condemned it is hypocritically connected to it. This technique is applied with 
particular sophistication — the distancing by mainstream organizers from Pat King is presented, then immediately 
undercut by King's own dismissal, ensuring the association persists. 

2. FRAMING BY OMISSION (Criteria 1, 4, 15 combined) 

The broadcast's most consequential manipulation is not what it says but what it does not say. The entire policy 
question — whether the cross-border vaccine mandate was justified — is absent. The Canadian Trucking Alliance's 
mainstream position is absent. Constitutional and legal analysis is absent. The effect is that the audience is given no 
tools to evaluate the underlying dispute and is instead directed to evaluate only the character of the protesters. This is 
agenda-setting through omission: by deciding what "the story" is (security threat vs. policy debate), the broadcast 
forecloses the most important journalistic questions. 

3. INSTITUTIONAL SELF-PROMOTION EMBEDDED IN NEWS (Criteria 6, 10, 15 combined) 

The broadcast's largest single segment — the Anna Maria Tremonti interview — simultaneously serves as journalism 
(intimate partner violence awareness) and as promotion for a CBC commercial product (the "Welcome to Paradise" 
podcast). This dual purpose is not disclosed to viewers. The multiple teases, the extended interview time, and the 
explicit podcast promotion at the segment's conclusion represent a use of news broadcast time for institutional 
commercial purposes that is not transparently identified as such. This is a structural conflict of interest embedded in 
the broadcast's editorial decisions. 

D) 3 Core Messages Embedded in the Broadcast 

Content Message (What the viewer learns): 

"The Freedom Convoy is a security threat driven by extremists, not a legitimate policy protest." 

•  Technique: Framing by omission + guilt by association 

•  Evidence: The convoy story leads with the PM's "fringe minority" characterization, focuses on Pat King's 
extremism and January 6 comparisons, and never examines the policy question (vaccine mandate justification) 
that generated the protest. The audience learns about the convoy's security implications but nothing about the 
policy dispute at its core. 

Personal Message (Who is presented positively/negatively): 

"Justin Trudeau is a responsible leader; the convoy and its sympathizers (including the NDP by implication) are 
dangerous or hypocritical." 

•  Technique: Selective framing + guilt by association + placement 

•  Evidence: Trudeau's "fringe minority" characterization is used as a headline framing device (positive positioning). 
The NDP's condemnation is immediately undercut by the brother-in-law donation story. The Conservative position 
is presented as a "half measure" critique that is then immediately countered by Russia calling it "provocation" — 
placing the Conservative position in uncomfortable company. 

Societal Message (What worldview is reinforced): 

"Protest movements that challenge government health policy are dangerous, potentially extremist, and should be 
viewed with suspicion; institutional authority (government, central bank, public health) is the appropriate source of 
guidance." 

•  Technique: Agenda-setting + framing + source selection 

•  Evidence: The convoy is framed as a security threat; the Bank of Canada's rate decisions are presented without 
challenge; public health measures are presented as the default reasonable position. The broadcast's overall 
structure reinforces deference to institutional authority and skepticism toward popular protest movements that 
challenge that authority. 

E) Classification 

Classification: CLEAR ONE-SIDEDNESS (4.1–6.0) 
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This broadcast exhibits clear one-sidedness, primarily in its coverage of the Freedom Convoy, but also in its structural 
embedding of institutional promotion within news content and its asymmetric treatment of political parties. The one-
sidedness is not uniformly extreme — several segments (interest rates, Ukraine, health stories) exhibit more 
conventional journalistic practice — but the dominant story of the broadcast (the convoy) is handled with systematic 
framing choices that consistently disadvantage the protest movement and its participants. 

F) Summary 

This broadcast of The National exhibits clear one-sidedness (Combined Score: 5.26/10) that raises substantive 
concerns under CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices and the Broadcasting Act. The most significant departure 
from CBC's JSP principles of balance and impartiality occurs in the convoy coverage, where the Prime Minister's 
political characterization of protesters is used as a headline framing device, the movement's most extreme elements 
are foregrounded while mainstream participants are largely voiceless, and the underlying policy question that 
generated the protest is entirely absent from the broadcast. Under Section 3(1)(l) of the Broadcasting Act, which 
requires the public broadcaster to "safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political, social and economic fabric 
of Canada," a broadcast that systematically omits the policy substance of a major national political protest — while 
framing that protest primarily as a security threat — fails to provide Canadians with the information necessary for 
informed democratic participation. The broadcast's largest segment simultaneously serves as journalism and as 
promotion for a CBC commercial product without disclosure, representing a conflict of interest that undermines the 
independence standard in CBC's JSP. The completeness score of 4/10 reflects a significant failure to include the 
range of perspectives — particularly from convoy participants, public health policy defenders, constitutional lawyers, 
and industry representatives — that would be required for coverage meeting the Broadcasting Act's mandate to reflect 
Canada's diversity of political and social perspectives. 
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS 

 

Party Bias Scores 

Party Score (-
5 to +5) 

Evidence 

NDP -2 Singh's condemnation of convoy immediately followed by brother-in-law donation 
revelation: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous 
this after cbc news confirmed his brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars to the 
cause" — the "this after" construction implies hypocrisy and undermines Singh's 
political position 

Green Party 
(GPC) 

0 Not mentioned in broadcast; no evidence of positive or negative treatment 

Liberal Party 
(LPC) 

+2 PM Trudeau's "fringe minority" characterization is used as a headline framing device 
without challenge: "small fringe minority of people who are on their way to ottawa do 
not represent the views of canadians" — this political statement is presented with the 
authority of an established fact in the broadcast's teaser sequence 

Bloc Québécois 
(BQ) 

0 Not mentioned in broadcast; no evidence of positive or negative treatment 

Conservative Party 
(CPC) 

-1 O'Toole's op-ed is referenced briefly and his Ukraine critique is presented, but the 
Conservative position on Ukraine is immediately countered by Russia calling it 
"provocation": "what the conservatives call a half measure russia calls provocation" 
— this juxtaposition places the Conservative position in uncomfortable company 

People's Party 
(PPC) 

-2 Not directly mentioned, but the convoy movement — with which the PPC was most 
closely associated politically — is framed as a security threat and extremist 
movement throughout. The PPC's political base is systematically characterized as a 
"fringe minority" through the PM's quoted characterization 

 

Detailed Evidence 

NDP (-2) 

The treatment of Jagmeet Singh is the broadcast's most clearly asymmetric piece of party-political coverage. The 
structure "Singh condemned the convoy [pause] BUT his brother-in-law donated $13,000" is a classic credibility-
undermining technique. No equivalent "BUT" construction is applied to Liberal or Conservative figures. The NDP's 
statement that the donation "was a mistake and he's now trying to get the money back" is included but placed after the 
damaging revelation, reducing its exculpatory impact. 

Liberal Party (+2) 

The Liberal government's position benefits from two structural advantages: (1) the PM's characterization of protesters 
is used as a headline framing device, giving it the authority of an established journalistic fact rather than a political 
statement; (2) the government's Ukraine decision — which was criticized by Conservatives as a "half measure" — is 
presented with the PM's own framing ("this is a training mission a boosted training mission") before the Conservative 
critique, and the Conservative critique is then immediately countered by Russia's characterization, creating a rhetorical 
sandwich that protects the Liberal position. 

Conservative Party (-1) 
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The CPC receives substantive coverage of its Ukraine critique, which is a genuine policy position. However, the 
placement of Russia's "provocation" characterization immediately after the Conservative "half measure" critique 
creates an uncomfortable juxtaposition. O'Toole's op-ed on the convoy is referenced but not given direct interview 
time. The overall treatment is mildly negative but not systematically so. 

People's Party (-2) 

While the PPC is not named, the convoy movement — with which Maxime Bernier and the PPC were most closely 
associated — is framed throughout as a "fringe minority" holding "unacceptable views." The PPC's political 
constituency is the primary target of the broadcast's security-threat framing. 

Summary Statistics 

•  Most Favored Party: Liberal Party (LPC) — Score: +2 

•  Most Disadvantaged Parties: NDP and PPC — Score: -2 (tied) 

•  Average Deviation from 0: (|−2| + |0| + |+2| + |0| + |−1| + |−2|) ÷ 6 = 7 ÷ 6 = 1.17 
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CHAPTER 4 — LEGAL CLASSIFICATION 

 

A) CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP) 

Accuracy 

Assessment: Partially Compliant 

Most factual claims in the broadcast are accurate. However, several accuracy concerns arise: 

•  Violation: The COVID-diabetes segment presents a 57% increase figure from an unnamed, apparently 
unpublished study without methodology disclosure. 

•  Evidence: "new research from san diego shows just how high compared to previous years last year saw 57 
percent increase of new cases of type 1 diabetes" — no publication, no peer-review status, no sample size. 

•  Severity: Moderate — The figure is presented with more authority than the underlying evidence supports. 

•  Violation: The Ukrainian Embassy's polling claim (75% of Canadians support weapons) is presented without 
source verification. 

•  Evidence: "polls show 75 percent of canadians are in favor of providing weapons to ukraine" — cited from an 
interested party without independent verification. 

•  Severity: Moderate 

Fairness 

Assessment: Non-Compliant 

•  Violation: The convoy movement is not given fair representation. Participants receive minimal direct voice time; the 
movement is characterized primarily through its most extreme elements. 

•  Evidence: The entire convoy segment features one brief trucker quote, Pat King's clips, and extensive 
government/security/opposition framing. No mainstream convoy organizer is interviewed. 

•  Severity: Significant — The CBC JSP requires that "we contribute to informed debate on issues of public interest 
by reflecting a diversity of perspectives." The convoy story fails this standard. 

•  Violation: The NDP leader's position is undermined by immediate juxtaposition with damaging personal information 
without equivalent treatment of other party leaders. 

•  Evidence: "ndp leader jug meat singh said in a statement the convoy is dangerous this after cbc news confirmed 
his brother-in-law donated 13 thousand dollars" 

•  Severity: Moderate 

Balance 

Assessment: Non-Compliant 

•  Violation: The convoy story presents a heavily imbalanced ratio of government/security voices to protest 
participant voices, without acknowledgment of this imbalance. 

•  Evidence: Approximately 5:1 ratio of anti-convoy to pro-convoy voices, with the single pro-convoy voice being a 
brief trucker quote and Pat King's self-recorded clips. 

•  Severity: Significant 

•  Violation: The interest rate story presents no voice critical of Bank of Canada policy. 

•  Evidence: The Bank of Canada's own communications are the primary source, with no independent economist 
providing critical analysis. 

•  Severity: Minor 

Impartiality 

Assessment: Non-Compliant 
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•  Violation: The use of the Prime Minister's political characterization as a headline framing device constitutes a 
departure from impartiality. 

•  Evidence: "small fringe minority of people who are on their way to ottawa do not represent the views of canadians" 
— used in the broadcast teaser as if it were an established journalistic fact. 

•  Severity: Significant — The CBC JSP states: "We are independent of all lobbying groups and of all political 
parties." Using a political leader's characterization as a framing device compromises this independence. 

•  Violation: The Tremonti interview is conducted by a colleague in a manner that is explicitly collegial and 
promotional rather than journalistic. 

•  Evidence: "i feel like i've known you forever" and "thank you for having the guts to open up about this it's going to 
make a difference" 

•  Severity: Minor — The subject matter warrants sensitivity, but the promotional function of the interview is not 
disclosed. 

Independence 

Assessment: Concern Identified 

•  Violation: The broadcast promotes a CBC commercial product (podcast) within news broadcast time without 
disclosure of this dual purpose. 

•  Evidence: "you can follow anna maria's new podcast welcome to paradise on the cbc listen app or wherever you 
get your podcasts the first two episodes will be available february the 15th" 

•  Severity: Moderate — The CBC JSP requires independence from commercial interests. Using news broadcast 
time to promote a CBC podcast without disclosure blurs this line. 

B) Broadcasting Act, S.C. 1991, c. 11, Section 3(1) 

Section 3(1)(l) — Safeguarding the Cultural, Political, Social and Economic Fabric 

Assessment: Partially Non-Compliant 

The broadcast's treatment of the Freedom Convoy — a significant political protest movement — fails to provide 
Canadians with the information necessary to evaluate the underlying policy dispute. By framing the convoy exclusively 
as a security threat and omitting the policy substance of the protest, the broadcast does not contribute to the informed 
political participation that Section 3(1)(l) requires. A broadcast that helps Canadians understand only the threat posed 
by a protest, but not the policy grievance that generated it, does not fully "safeguard...the political...fabric of Canada." 

Evidence: The entire broadcast contains no examination of whether the cross-border vaccine mandate was 
scientifically justified, economically proportionate, or constitutionally sound — the central questions of the political 
dispute. 

Severity: Significant 

Section 3(1)(d)(iii) — Reflecting Canada's Diversity 

Assessment: Partially Compliant 

The broadcast includes Indigenous voices (Musqueam elders blessing Team Canada), diverse expert voices (Deepa 
Mattoo), and geographic diversity across stories. However, the political diversity of Canadians who supported the 
convoy — which polling at the time suggested was not insignificant — is not reflected. 

Severity: Minor 

C) CRTC Conditions of Licence 

High Standard of Journalistic Ethics 

Assessment: Concern Identified 

The use of an unnamed "anti-hate group" as a source for a serious political comparison (January 6) violates standard 
journalistic ethics requiring source identification. The CRTC's expectation of high journalistic standards includes 
source transparency as a foundational requirement. 

Evidence: "anti-hate groups are concerned about what this weekend could bring there have been enough people 
who've been posting messages related to the idea that while canada will have our our january 6 event" 
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Severity: Moderate 

Overall Regulatory Assessment 

This broadcast of The National raises substantive concerns under multiple regulatory frameworks, with the most 
significant issues concentrated in the Freedom Convoy coverage. The broadcast's use of the Prime Minister's political 
characterization as a headline framing device, its systematic underrepresentation of convoy participants' voices, and 
its complete omission of the policy substance underlying the protest collectively constitute a departure from the CBC 
JSP's requirements of fairness, balance, and impartiality that is significant enough to warrant internal editorial review. 
The unnamed sourcing of the "anti-hate group" that introduces the January 6 comparison violates basic journalistic 
source standards and the CRTC's expectation of high journalistic ethics. The embedding of commercial promotion 
(CBC podcast) within news broadcast time without disclosure raises an independence concern under the CBC JSP. 
While individual elements of the broadcast meet journalistic standards — the Ukraine coverage is reasonably 
balanced, the health stories are appropriately cautious — the dominant story of the broadcast fails to meet the 
standard required by Section 3(1)(l) of the Broadcasting Act for a public broadcaster serving Canada's democratic 
information needs. 

Source Credibility Assessment 

Source Funding Conflicts of Interest Credibility Counter-Voice 
Offered? 

Anti-hate group 
(unnamed) 

Unknown — not 
disclosed 

Unknown — not 
disclosed 

LOW — unnamed, 
unverifiable 

No 

Ottawa Police Government 
(municipal) 

Institutional interest in 
security framing 

MEDIUM — credible 
on operational facts, 
not on political 
characterization 

No 

Bank of Canada Federal government Institutional interest in 
presenting own policy 
as necessary 

HIGH on monetary 
data; MEDIUM on 
policy framing 

No 

San Diego children's 
diabetes clinic 
(unnamed) 

Unknown — likely 
hospital/university 

None identified MEDIUM — 
unnamed, study 
unpublished/unverified 

Partial (author's own 
caution) 

Ukrainian Embassy Ukrainian 
government 

Direct interest in 
Canadian weapons 
provision 

LOW as independent 
source — advocacy 
party 

No 

Deepa Mattoo / 
Barbara Schleifer 
Clinic 

Government grants 
(Ontario, federal) 

Advocacy mandate 
for victims 

HIGH on clinical 
experience; MEDIUM 
on policy claims 

No 

Anna Maria Tremonti CBC (former 
employee, current 
podcast producer) 

Direct financial 
interest in podcast 
promotion 

HIGH on personal 
testimony; LOW as 
independent 
journalistic subject 

No 

Infectious diseases 
specialist (unnamed) 

Unknown None identified MEDIUM — 
unnamed, cannot 
verify credentials 

No 

Mortgage broker 
(unnamed) 

Private sector Commercial interest 
in mortgage market 

MEDIUM — 
professional expertise, 
commercial interest 

No 
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Justin Trudeau 
(quoted) 

Liberal Party / 
Government of 
Canada 

Direct political 
interest in 
characterizing convoy 

HIGH as political 
actor; characterization 
requires journalistic 
challenge 

No 

Russian Foreign 
Ministry 

Russian government Direct interest in 
opposing Western 
military support for 
Ukraine 

LOW as independent 
source — state 
propaganda 
apparatus 

No 

NATO spokesperson NATO alliance Institutional interest in 
presenting unified 
Western position 

MEDIUM — credible 
on alliance positions, 
not independent 

No 

 

End of Analysis Report — Version 1.0-cbc 

Analysis based solely on transcript content as provided. Visual elements, full audio, and complete broadcast 
metadata were not available for review. Scores reflect transcript evidence only. 
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Individual Scores — All 15 Criteria 

No. Criterion Score Rating 

1 EXPERT SELECTION 5 ●●● 

2 SOURCE SELECTION 6 ●●● 

3 TIME DISTRIBUTION 6 ●●● 

4 SELECTIVE OMISSION 7 ●●●● 

5 NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 5 ●●● 

6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 8 ●●●● 

7 TIMING & PLACEMENT 6 ●●● 

8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6 ●●● 

9 COMPLETENESS 6 ●●● 

10 FRAMING 7 ●●●● 

11 WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 6 ●●● 

12 MODERATION BEHAVIOR 6 ●●● 

13 QUESTION ASYMMETRY 5 ●●● 

14 FALSE BALANCE 3 ●● 

15 AGENDA-SETTING 7 ●●●● 

 

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 6.1/10 
Serious deviation from the impartiality standard. High degree 
of deviation 

 

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 5.7/10 Significant imbalance 

 

OVERALL SCORE 5.9/10 Significant imbalance 

Average of Hardfacts and Softfacts 
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KEY — Score Definitions 

 

Individual Scores per Criterion (0–10) 

0 No finding No relevant anomaly detected. 

1–2 Weak finding Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance. 

3–4 
Slight to moderate 
finding 

Recognizable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance. 

5 
Moderate finding 
with impact 

Relevant imbalance affecting the audience's opinion-forming potential. 

6 
Significant finding 
(threshold) 

Scores of 6 and above are classified as 'significant findings.' 

7 Significant finding Clear, well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance. 

8–9 Severe finding Pronounced imbalance; multiple documented individual findings in this criterion. 

10 Maximum severity Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion. 

 

Aggregated Deviation Index — Interpretation Ranges 

0.0 – 2.5 Unremarkable 
No significant patterns detected; broadcast meets the impartiality 
standard. 

2.6 – 4.0 Slight imbalance Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within tolerance range. 

4.1 – 6.0 Significant imbalance Multiple significant findings; relevant impairment of perspective diversity. 

6.1 – 8.0 

Serious deviation from 
the impartiality 
standard. High degree 
of deviation 

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance. 

8.1 – 10 
Fundamental systemic 
one-sidedness. Very 
high bias degree 

Maximum severity across nearly all criteria; systematically one-sided 
reporting. 

 

Party-Political Bias (-5 to +5) 

-5 to -3 
Strongly 
disadvantaged 

Party is significantly underrepresented in framing, airtime, or 
presentation. 

-2 to -1 Slightly disadvantaged Recognizable but minor disadvantage. 

0 Neutral No detectable favoritism or disadvantage. 

+1 to +2 Slightly favored Recognizable but minor favoritism. 

+3 to +5 Strongly favored Party is significantly overrepresented in framing, airtime, or presentation. 

 

Legal and Methodological Notes 
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No factual 
determination 

The results presented do not constitute factual determinations about individual persons, 
editorial teams, or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardized operationalization, 
not a finding of individual responsibility. 

 

No legal judgment 
The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment under Broadcasting 
Act s. 3(1)(l). The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates legal requirements 
is exclusively the responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular CRTC). 

 

No proof of 
causation 

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial 
intent. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news environment, political 
controversy, or format logic. 

 

No judgment of 
intent 

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7 
means a significant imbalance was detected — not that the editorial team intended it. The 
methodology makes no claims about motives or strategic objectives. 

 

Heuristic 
comparison tool 

The index serves comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not 
precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve heuristic 
orientation, not sharp legal qualification. 
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APPENDIX: NATIONAL BROADCASTING LAW 

 

Legal Basis Canada — CBC/Radio-Canada 

Law 

Broadcasting Act (S.C. 1991, c. 11) 

Relevant Sections 

•  Section 3(1)(d): The Canadian broadcasting system should safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political, 
social and economic fabric of Canada. 

•  Section 3(1)(l): The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, as the national public broadcaster, should provide radio 
and television services incorporating a wide range of programming that informs, enlightens and entertains; be 
predominantly and distinctively Canadian; reflect Canada and its regions to national and regional audiences; 
actively contribute to the flow and exchange of cultural expression; be in English and in French; contribute to 
shared national consciousness and identity. 

•  Section 3(1)(m): The programming provided by the Corporation should be made available throughout Canada by 
the most appropriate and efficient means. 

CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP) 

6 Core Principles: 

1. Accuracy: Facts correct and verified 

2. Fairness: Fair treatment of all parties 

3. Balance: Balanced representation of controversial topics 

4. Impartiality: Impartial reporting 

5. Integrity: Journalistic integrity 

6. Independence: Editorial independence 

Online Legislation 

•  C-11 (Online Streaming Act): Streaming regulation 

•  C-18 (Online News Act): News compensation 

Regulatory Authority 

•  CRTC (Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission): Regulation, licensing 

•  CBC Ombudsman: Internal complaints body (not independent, no sanctioning authority) 

Special Note 

Canada has no independent external regulator comparable to Switzerland's UBI. The CBC Ombudsman is an internal 
body. CBC left the CBSC (Canadian Broadcast Standards Council) in 2009. 

Complaints Process 

1. CBC Ombudsman (internal) 

2. CRTC (licensing conditions) 
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Reports and Membership at SVFAB 

 

At SVFAB.ch you will find detailed reports and can also commission custom analyses for any broadcast (billed separately). 

To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on membership fees and donations. 

 

Contact and further information: 

www.SVFAB.ch  |  Kontakt@SVFAB.ch 

 

Bank details:  PostFinance – POFICHBE 

IBAN:  CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1 

Beneficiary:  SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
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The following books are available from SVFAB 

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch 

 

 

Unbalanced Reporting is the response to the halving initiative in 
Switzerland: Manipulation techniques are explained in detail, starting 
with the selection of staff and sourcesThen 15 principles are explained: 
omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association, 
emotionalisation, context removal and many more, illustrated with 
numerous examples. Additionally, it becomes apparent where we 
ourselves apply these techniques – fostering not only awareness but 
also empathy.  
Optionally the book comes with playing cards.  
Also available as an audiobook.  

  

 

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage – and someone else 
has written the script. 
Those who don’t know this deliver material. Good quotes that get cut 
wrong. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context. Honest 
answers framed as confessions. 
This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox – for everyone 
who faces a microphone and wants to know what to do about it. 7 
chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most common 
traps. The three principles of sovereignty – anchoring, reframing, 
setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour. Body and voice. What to 
do when things go wrong. And what matters after the interview. 
For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers – for everyone 
who is in the public eye and wants to understand how the game 
works. So they stop playing along – and start shaping it. 
In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, reference, follow-up and when 
difficulties arise 
 

 

You think you see the world.In Wirklichkeit siehst du den Rahmen, 
den jemand um sie gelegt hat. Framing ist die älteste und eleganteste 
Manipulationstechnik der world. Sie verändert nicht die Fakten – sie 
verändert, was wir aus den Fakten machen. Wie wir fühlen. Was wir 
glauben. Wie wir entscheiden. Und sie funktioniert – weil wir alle 
mitmachen. Täglich. Unbewusst. Auch du. Dieses Buch ist kein 
trockenes Lehrbuch. Es ist ein Übungsbuch – spielerisch, direkt, 
voller Beispiele aus dem echten Leben. Du lernst nicht nur, wie 
andere dich framen. Du lernst, wie du selbst framest – und wie du es 
bewusst und fair einsetzen kannst. 
Because whoever understands framing sees the world more clearly. 
Hears news differently. Conducts conversations more confidently. 
And no longer so easily accepts a frame chosen by someone else. 
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and 
everyday life – and the occasional smile. 
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything. 
 

 

The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year – compulsorily, from 
every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can file a complaint. 
There is even an authority for this: the UBI, the Independent 
Complaints Authority for Radio and Television. 
But: It is not independent. It has no sanctioning power. And it decides 
in 99.6% of all cases: nothing. 
This analysis exposes the system – factual, precise, without polemics. 
Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal recourse. And 
the constitutional review showing: the UBI system meets none of the 
three fundamental criteria – it is not proportionate, not separated by 
powers, not market-based. 
The authority supposed to protect citizens primarily protects the 
system it should be overseeing. 
Essential reading for anyone considering a complaint – and for anyone 
who wants to understand why genuine media oversight in Switzerland 
is still pending. 
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