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OVERALL

SCORE 4.1/10 Significant imbalance

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative

POLITICAL SPECTRUM
Classification based on Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each
party is rated on a scale from O (far left) to 10 (far right).

Party NDP GPC CPC PPC
CHES 2.0 25 45 5.0 7.5 9.0
Spectrum Left Left Right Right

The overall tendency is presented on a 0—10 scale (0 = strongly left-favoring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favoring). The calculation is based on the difference in average favoritism of left vs. right parties (grouping per CHES
2024).

0 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 < 10

«— Left Right —

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score.

BROADCAST INFO AND TOPIC FRAMEWORK

Broadcast Identification

» Broadcast Title: CBC News: The National

* Network: CBC/Radio-Canada (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation)

+ Estimated Date: January 24, 2022 (confirmed by anchor closing: "that is the national for january 24th")
» Approximate Length: 60—75 minutes (standard National broadcast format)
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 File Reference: 20220125 CBC News: The National | Inside Eastern Ukraine, Trucker protest, James Webb

tel.en.srt

Anchor(s) / Presenter(s)

» lan Hanomansing (identified as "ian hannah manson" in transcript — phonetic transcription error) — Lead anchor
» Adrian — Referenced as co-host of upcoming Olympic coverage; also referenced in Anna Maria Tremonti

interview preview

Correspondents / Reporters

« Susan Armstrong — Washington/NATO military buildup segment
* Briar Stewart — Moscow bureau; Donetsk exclusive field report

Allison Northcott — Trucker convoy / vaccine mandate / grocery supply chain (Montreal)

+ Justin Hayward — Quebec vaccine passport / big box stores (Montreal)

Julia Wong — Alberta field hospitals / healthcare system (Edmonton)
Margaret Evans — ISIS prison attack, Syria (London bureau)

* Omara Issa — Black history in Saskatchewan schools (Regina)
» Jayla Bernstein — James Webb Space Telescope (Montreal)

Guests / Interviewees with Affiliation

Name Affiliation / Role

Briar Stewart

Former U.S. Ambassador (unnamed)

Dennis Pushilin
Mikhail Kravchuk
Vida Azorina / Pyodar Azorin

Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers
spokesperson

Canadian Trucking Alliance (referenced, not directly
quoted)

Jason Kenney

Unnamed Saskatchewan premier(s)
Unnamed infectious disease expert
Unnamed Edmonton astronomer
Unnamed Quebec astronomer
Christian Mbanza

Carol Fed Boyd

Bernie Saunders

CBC News Moscow correspondent

Former U.S. diplomatic official — Russia/Belarus
analysis

Leader, Donetsk People's Republic (separatist)
Civilian resident, Donetsk region
Civilian family, Alexandrevka

Industry association

Industry association

Premier of Alberta (tweet referenced)
Provincial government

Medical expert, Quebec segment
University researcher (Edmonton)
University researcher (Quebec)
Saskatchewan schoolteacher

Black history advocate, Saskatchewan

Former NHL/AHL player; author of "Shutout: The Game
That Did Not Love Me"
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Anson Carter Former NHL player; Co-chair, NHL Player Inclusion
Committee

Anna Maria Tremonti Former CBC host, "The Current" (preview clip)
Unnamed hardware store chain executive Retail industry

Unnamed grocery store manager (Edmonton) Retail

Unnamed bolide/meteor expert Astronomy/science communicator

UNICEF spokesperson (implied in Syria segment) International humanitarian organization
Main Topic

This broadcast covers five primary stories: (1) the Russia-Ukraine military escalation and CBC's exclusive access to
Russian-separatist-controlled Donetsk; (2) the Canadian trucker convoy protesting cross-border vaccine mandates;
(3) COVID-19 healthcare strain in Alberta; (4) racism in Canadian hockey; and (5) the James Webb Space Telescope
reaching its final orbital position.

Current Context (State of Public Debate — January 2022)

Russia-Ukraine: By late January 2022, Russia had amassed an estimated 100,000+ troops along Ukraine's borders.
Western governments were debating the appropriate response — ranging from diplomatic engagement to sanctions to
military reinforcement of NATO's eastern flank. The Minsk Agreements (2014—2015) remained nominally in force but
effectively stalled. Debate centered on whether Western deterrence was credible, whether NATO expansion had
provoked Russia, and what obligations existed toward Ukraine's sovereignty.

Trucker Convoy: The "Freedom Convoy" was in its early organizational phase, with trucks departing from western
Canada toward Ottawa. Public debate was sharply divided: supporters framed it as a legitimate protest against
government overreach and vaccine mandates; critics characterized it as a fringe movement with extremist elements.
The Canadian Trucking Alliance had publicly distanced itself from the protest. Supply chain disruptions were
simultaneously being attributed to multiple causes including Omicron-related absenteeism, extreme weather, and
global logistics bottlenecks.

COVID-19 / Healthcare: Canada was emerging from the Omicron wave peak. Alberta was experiencing record
hospitalizations despite relatively high vaccination rates, prompting field hospital activation. Debate centered on
healthcare capacity, staffing shortages, and the sustainability of pandemic restrictions.

Racism in Hockey: Two incidents of alleged racial gesturing in minor professional hockey leagues within one week
had reignited debate about systemic racism in Canadian hockey culture, diversity initiatives, and the adequacy of
league disciplinary responses.
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Hard Facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically verifiable

1. EXPERT SELECTION 5/10

1 2 3 4 5

Definition: Who is invited to provide authoritative interpretation, and whether their selection reflects a range of credible
perspectives or a systematically skewed pool.
Finding 3.1

* Location: Russia-Ukraine segment

* Quote: "as a former u.s ambassador i think from a russian standpoint certainly from the kremlin standpoint the
worst of all possible worlds would be if belarus and ukraine both went westward"

» Technique: The sole geopolitical expert quoted is a former U.S. Ambassador — an official whose career was built
within the U.S. foreign policy establishment and whose analytical framework is inherently shaped by that
institutional perspective. No European, Russian, Ukrainian, or independent academic voice is offered.

* Why problematic: A former U.S. Ambassador is not a neutral analyst of U.S.-Russia relations. Their selection as
the sole expert voice on geopolitical motivations systematically excludes perspectives that might complicate the

Western-centric framing of the crisis.
Finding 3.2
* Location: Quebec vaccine passport segment
* Quote: "this infectious disease expert says measures like this can help as long as they don't drag on too long"

» Technique: The infectious disease expert is unnamed, unaffiliated, and presented without any credential

verification. Their statement supports the vaccine passport policy. No public health expert skeptical of the
measure's proportionality or effectiveness is included.

* Why problematic: Anonymous expert sourcing prevents viewers from assessing potential conflicts of interest or
institutional affiliations. The absence of any credentialed counter-voice on vaccine passport policy creates a false
impression of expert consensus.

Finding 3.3
» Location: Hockey racism segment

» Quote: Anson Carter identified as "co-chair of the nhl player inclusion committee”

» Technique: Carter's role as co-chair of an NHL committee means he has an institutional interest in the NHL's
diversity and inclusion programs being seen as effective and necessary. His advocacy for mandatory diversity

training is presented as expert opinion rather than as the position of someone with a professional stake in that
outcome.

* Why problematic: While Carter's lived experience as a Black hockey player is genuinely relevant, his institutional
role creates a conflict of interest that is not disclosed to viewers. His recommendations directly benefit the
committee he chairs.
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check)

Definition: The diversity and independence of cited sources, including assessment of funding, mandate, and potential
conflicts of interest.

Finding 12.1

* Location: Russia-Ukraine segment

» Sources cited: U.S. President Biden, UK Prime Minister Johnson, NATO Secretary General Stoltenberg (implied),
former U.S. Ambassador (unnamed), Kremlin spokesperson (paraphrased), Russian state media (paraphrased),
Dennis Pushilin (DPR leader)

» Assessment: All named/quoted Western sources are government officials or former officials. No independent

academic, think tank, or civil society source is cited for the geopolitical analysis. The former U.S. Ambassador is
unnamed, preventing source verification.

Why problematic: Government officials as sole sources for geopolitical analysis creates a structural dependency

on official narratives. Independent scholars (e.g., from RAND, Chatham House, or academic institutions) would
provide more analytically independent perspectives.

Finding 12.2

* Location: Trucker convoy / supply chain segment

» Sources cited: Canadian Trucking Alliance, Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers, unnamed grocery store
manager, unnamed supply chain expert, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney (tweet)

» Assessment: The Canadian Federation of Independent Grocers is an industry association with a mandate to
represent grocer interests — not a neutral economic research body. The "expert" who says "i don't think we're
going to be running out of food" is unnamed and unaffiliated.

» Why problematic: Industry associations have institutional interests in maintaining supply chain stability narratives.

An independent economist or supply chain researcher would be a more credible source for assessing the
mandate's economic impact.

Finding 12.3
* Location: Syria/ISIS segment

» Sources cited: Kurdish forces spokesperson, UNICEF (implied in children-as-human-shields concern), unnamed
"analysts," Margaret Evans reporting from London

» Assessment: The Kurdish forces spokesperson has an obvious interest in framing the ISIS attack in terms that
maximize international support. "Analysts" is an attribution that cannot be verified. Reporting from London on a
Syria story without a Syria-based source raises questions about access and verification.

* Why problematic: Single-source reporting from a party to the conflict, supplemented by unnamed analysts, does
not meet the standard of independent verification for a complex military situation.
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Definition: The allocation of broadcast time between competing perspectives, positions, or parties on contested
issues.

Finding 6.1

* Location: Russia-Ukraine segment overall

+ Assessment: Western/NATO perspective receives the majority of the segment's time: U.S. troop alert, Biden
briefing European leaders, UK PM statement, NATO deployment discussion, U.S. military assistance to Kyiv,
embassy evacuations. Russian perspective: approximately 45 seconds of Kremlin characterization as "hysteria"
plus Briar Stewart's brief summary of state media narrative. Ukrainian government perspective: zero direct time.

» Why problematic: The time distribution reflects and reinforces the Western-centric framing. Even granting that
Russia's actions are the proximate cause of the crisis, balanced coverage would allocate more time to Russian
stated concerns and Ukrainian government positions.

Finding 6.2
* Location: Trucker convoy segment

» Assessment: The segment allocates approximately: 15 seconds to convoy participants' stated position; 20
seconds to Canadian Trucking Alliance distancing statement; 30 seconds to premiers' supply chain concerns; 60+

seconds to expert/industry voices contextualizing and qualifying the mandate's impact; 30 seconds to grocery
store shoppers experiencing shortages.

* Why problematic: The convoy participants' perspective receives the least time of any stakeholder group in a
segment nominally about their protest. The structural effect is that the protest is introduced and then
systematically contextualized away.

Finding 6.3
» Location: Hockey racism segment

» Assessment: Both guests (Saunders and Carter) share the same fundamental position — that racism in hockey is
systemic and requires mandatory diversity training. No time is allocated to any alternative perspective (e.g., those
who question whether the specific incidents constitute intentional racism, or those who argue the league's existing
responses are adequate).

* Why problematic: The segment presents a single perspective with two voices, creating an appearance of dialogue
while actually delivering a monologue. This is a structural time distribution problem.
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4. SELECTIVE OMISSION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Definition: Relevant facts, perspectives, or contextual information that are absent from the broadcast and whose
absence materially affects viewer understanding.

Finding 4.1

* Location: Russia-Ukraine / Donetsk segment

+ Omission: No Ukrainian government official is quoted anywhere in the broadcast. The Ukrainian military's
perspective on the Donetsk situation, the Ukrainian government's position on negotiations, or Ukrainian civilian
perspectives from government-controlled territory are entirely absent.

* Why problematic: A broadcast that enters separatist-controlled Donetsk and interviews the separatist leader
(Dennis Pushilin) without providing any equivalent access to or quotation from Ukrainian officials creates a
structural imbalance. The Donetsk People's Republic leader's claim that "there are no russian troops on the
ground here" is reported without challenge or counter-evidence.

Finding 4.2

* Location: Trucker convoy segment

» Omission: The broadcast does not mention: (a) the specific percentage of cross-border truckers who are
unvaccinated and thus affected by the mandate; (b) the U.S. equivalent mandate that applies symmetrically; (c)
the convoy's stated broader political goals beyond the vaccine mandate; (d) any concerns about extremist
elements that were already being reported in other media.

* Why problematic: The omission of the U.S. mandate's symmetrical application is particularly significant — it would
contextualize whether the Canadian mandate is uniquely burdensome or part of a bilateral policy. The omission of
the convoy's broader political character prevents viewers from assessing its full nature.

Finding 4.3

» Location: Alberta healthcare segment

+ Omission: The segment does not mention Alberta's specific vaccination rate relative to other provinces, the UCP
government's earlier decisions to lift restrictions in the fall of 2021 (which many health experts criticized as
premature), or any government spokesperson's response to the healthcare crisis.

* Why problematic: Presenting the healthcare crisis without political context — specifically the provincial
government's policy decisions that many experts argued contributed to the crisis — omits information directly
relevant to public accountability.

Missing Voices

1. Ukrainian government officials — No direct quote from Kyiv on the military situation or the Donetsk region's status

2. Independent Russia/Ukraine geopolitical scholars — No academic expert on NATO expansion debate or Minsk
Agreement context

3. Unvaccinated truckers — Their specific objections to the mandate beyond a brief protest scene

4. Independent supply chain economists — No neutral economic analysis of mandate's actual contribution to supply
disruption

5. Civil liberties / constitutional law experts — No voice on the legal dimensions of vaccine mandates

6. Donetsk separatist civilian critics — Only one resident who appeared broadly resigned; no voice critical of the
separatist administration

7. Syrian government or regional analysts — No context on broader Syrian conflict dynamics beyond the ISIS prison
attack

8. Hockey league administrators — No ECHL or AHL official quoted directly on systemic reform plans
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5. NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 4/10

1 2 3 4

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend

Definition: The selective, misleading, or decontextualized use of numbers, statistics, or quantitative claims.
Finding 9.1

* Location: Donetsk segment
* Quote: "more than 14 000 people have been killed on both sides of the 420 kilometer dividing line"

» Technique: The statistic is presented without breakdown — how many were combatants vs. civilians, how many

on each side, over what time period, and from what source. "Both sides" implies rough equivalence without
establishing it.

» Why problematic: The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and OHCHR have published detailed
breakdowns of these casualties. Presenting the aggregate without source or breakdown prevents viewers from
assessing the nature of the conflict's human cost.

Finding 9.2

* Location: Donetsk border crossing

* Quote: "that border crossing that we were at in 2019 there were seven million crossings a year well now with covet
it's dropped dramatically just 28 000 a year"

» Technique: The comparison (7 million vs. 28,000) is striking but presented without context: Is this one crossing
point or all crossing points? Does the 2019 figure include multiple crossings by the same individuals? What
proportion of the reduction is attributable to COVID vs. conflict-related restrictions?

Why problematic: The dramatic numerical contrast is used for emotional effect (isolation of Donbas residents)
without the methodological context needed to assess its accuracy.
Finding 9.3

* Location: Quebec vaccine passport segment

» Quote: "when the provincial government barred the unvaccinated from government liquor stores and marijuana
shops the number of people signing up for their first dose quadrupled”

» Technique: "Quadrupled" is a dramatic multiplier presented without baseline figures. Quadrupling from a very

small number produces a very different policy conclusion than quadrupling from a large number. No source is
cited.

* Why problematic: Without the baseline figure, the statistic cannot be evaluated for policy significance. It is used

rhetorically to support the effectiveness of vaccine mandates without providing the data needed for independent
assessment.

.
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 3/10

1 2 3

Definition: Discrediting a position or group by associating it with extreme, discredited, or unpopular elements without
establishing a direct causal or logical connection.

Finding 8.1

* Location: Trucker convoy segment

* Quote: "the canadian trucking alliance says the vast majority of canadian truckers are vaccinated and says it
disapproves of protests on public roadways"

» Technique: Immediately following the introduction of the convoy, the industry's own association is cited as
disapproving of the protest. This associates the convoy with a position that even truckers' own representatives
reject, implicitly delegitimizing it without direct criticism.

* Why problematic: While the CTA's position is factually relevant, its placement immediately after the convoy
introduction — before any substantive presentation of the convoy's arguments — functions as a guilt-by-
association move: "even their own industry doesn't support them."

Finding 8.2
* Location: Russia-Ukraine segment

* Quote: "the kremlin accuses the west of hysteria elevating the risks"

» Technique: The Russian government's characterization of Western concern as "hysteria" is reported, and then
immediately followed by: "but putin shows no sign of de-escalating sending more military into belarus." The

juxtaposition frames the "hysteria" accusation as self-evidently false without engaging with the substance of
Russia's stated security concerns.

Why problematic: The structural juxtaposition functions as a rebuttal without being labeled as one. Viewers are
guided to dismiss the Russian framing through editorial sequencing rather than through explicit counter-argument.

Finding 8.3
» Location: Hockey racism segment

» Quote: "don't be fooled by these people let's make sure we're actually putting in the work there's a lot of solutions
that are being put in place right now"

» Technique: Carter's warning about people "being fooled" and those "taking advantage of the moment" implies that

critics of the NHL's diversity programs are insincere opportunists, without identifying who these people are or what
their actual arguments are.

* Why problematic: This is a guilt-by-association technique directed at unnamed critics — associating skepticism of
the NHL's programs with bad faith — and it goes unchallenged by the anchor.
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7. TIMING & PLACEMENT 3/10

1 2 3

Definition: The strategic positioning of information within the broadcast — what leads, what is buried, what precedes
or follows commercial breaks, and how placement affects perceived importance.

Finding 10.1
* Location: Broadcast structure — lead story

+ Assessment: The Russia-Ukraine story leads the broadcast and receives the most extended treatment, including a
field report, Moscow bureau report, and anchor interview. This placement is editorially defensible given the story's
significance. However, the exclusive Donetsk access is heavily promoted ("in about 15 minutes," "we're about to
take you into") in a way that frames it as a prestige journalism moment rather than a news report.

* Why problematic: The promotional framing of the Donetsk exclusive ("a rare look," "exclusive glimpse") prioritizes

the CBC's journalistic achievement over the informational content of the report. This is a placement/framing choice
that serves institutional self-promotion.

Finding 10.2

* Location: Biden "hot mic" moment
* Quote: "what a stupid son of a [bleep]"

» Technique: The Biden hot mic incident is placed immediately after the market volatility segment, giving it
prominence in the broadcast. The anchor notes "the reporter says biden called him this evening and quote cleared
the air" — a brief exculpatory note that follows the inflammatory quote.

+ Why problematic: The placement of the hot mic moment as a standalone news item, followed by a brief

exculpatory note, gives the incident more prominence than the exculpation. A more balanced approach would
integrate both elements simultaneously.

Finding 10.3

* Location: Trucker convoy segment placement

» Assessment: The convoy story is placed after the Ukraine/Russia segment and before the COVID healthcare
segment. The "reality check" framing (mentioned in the opening tease: "we do a reality check on empty grocery
shops") positions the convoy story as requiring factual correction from the outset.

* Why problematic: Labeling a segment a "reality check" in the opening tease before the segment airs is an editorial
pre-judgment that signals to viewers that claims associated with the convoy require debunking.

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 10



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 4/10

1 2 3 4

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage amplifies the finding. Score = outrage level (0-5) + selectivity (0-5)

Definition: The application of moral outrage or strong evaluative language to some positions or actors while equivalent
or analogous positions by others receive neutral or sympathetic treatment.

Finding 13.1

» Location: Hockey racism segment vs. trucker convoy segment

» Comparison: The hockey racism incidents receive extended moral framing — "shell-shocked," "systematic,"
"you're either not paying attention or you just don't care" — with two guests providing extended moral
commentary. The trucker convoy, which its participants frame as a civil rights/bodily autonomy protest, receives
no equivalent moral engagement with their stated grievances.

« Why problematic: The asymmetry in moral engagement — outrage at racial gestures in hockey (appropriate) but
clinical contextualization of the convoy's civil liberties concerns (no equivalent moral engagement) — reflects a
selective application of moral seriousness.

Finding 13.2

* Location: Russia-Ukraine segment
* Quote: "invading ukraine is going to be a painful violent and bloody business"

» Comparison: Russia's potential military action is described in maximally alarming moral terms. Western military
buildup — 8,500 troops on alert, warships and fighter jets repositioned, military assistance to Kyiv — is described
in neutral, procedural language ("readying," "positioned," "arriving").

Why problematic: Military action by one party is framed as morally alarming while equivalent military mobilization

by the other party is framed as prudent preparation. This is selective moral framing applied to structurally similar
actions.

Finding 13.3

* Location: Quebec vaccine passport segment
* Quote: "enforcing these rules is far and away what has caused the most aggression against us"

» Technique: The aggression experienced by store workers enforcing vaccine passports is presented
sympathetically and at length. The frustration of unvaccinated individuals being denied access to stores — a
significant civil liberties concern — is mentioned only briefly and framed as potential "annoyance."

* Why problematic: The moral weight given to workers' experiences of aggression (legitimate concern) is not
matched by equivalent moral engagement with the experiences of those being excluded from commerce. Both are
human experiences deserving of journalistic attention.

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 11



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

9. COMPLETENESS 510

1 2 3 4 5

Share of covered perspectives
Inverted: original value measures coverage (higher = better). Shown as deviation (higher = larger gaps).

| # | Perspective | Status |
ool
| 1| Western/NATO governments' position on Russia-Ukraine escalation | COVERED |

| 2 | Russian government's stated position and security concerns | MENTIONED (briefly, via Kremlin statement and
state media characterization) |

| 3 | Ukrainian government's perspective | OMITTED (no Ukrainian official quoted directly) |

| 4 | Residents of Donetsk/Donbas — civilian experience | COVERED |

| 5| Trucker convoy participants' stated grievances | MENTIONED (briefly, one protester quote) |

| 6 | Canadian government's position on vaccine mandates | MENTIONED (indirectly via policy description) |
| 7 | Independent supply chain economists on mandate impact | OMITTED |

| 8 | Unvaccinated truckers' perspective on mandate | OMITTED |

| 9 | Alberta healthcare workers' experience | COVERED |

| 10 | Black Canadian community voices on history curriculum | COVERED |

Completeness Score: 5/10
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Soft Facts — 6 qualitative techniques

10. FRAMING 4/10

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

1 2 3 4

Definition: How the topic is fundamentally constructed — what assumptions are built into the story structure, what is
treated as "given" or "normal" without requiring justification.
Finding 1.1

* Location: Opening segment, Ukraine/Russia introduction

* Quote: "even as the west pushes for a diplomatic solution to escalating tensions between russia and ukraine it is
bracing and today further preparing for the possibility of war"

» Technique: The West is framed as the reactive, peace-seeking party ("pushes for a diplomatic solution") while
simultaneously being prudently defensive ("bracing"). This frames Western military buildup as inherently defensive
and legitimate without interrogating whether NATO expansion itself contributed to the crisis.

» Why problematic: A balanced framing would acknowledge the contested nature of the crisis's origins. Russia's
stated security concerns about NATO expansion — regardless of their legitimacy — are a central element of the
dispute that is not presented as a genuine perspective but rather as pretext or "hysteria."

Finding 1.2

* Location: Donetsk segment introduction

» Quote: "two countries the world is watching closely as tensions rise between them this region is called donetsk
fighting between the ukrainian military and russian-backed separatists began there eight years ago parts are now
self-declared republics controlled by pro-russian groups"

» Technique: The consistent use of "russian-backed separatists" and "pro-russian groups" frames the Donetsk
political entities entirely through their relationship to Russia, denying them any independent political identity. The
term "self-declared republics" (used twice) signals illegitimacy without explicitly stating it.

» Why problematic: While the international non-recognition of these entities is factually accurate, the framing
forecloses any examination of why a significant portion of the Donbas population may have genuine political
grievances or preferences distinct from Russian manipulation.

Finding 1.3
* Location: Trucker convoy segment

* Quote: "there is a protest movement hitting canadian roads a group of truckers opposing the cross border
vaccination mandate is headed to ottawa picking up support from some premiers along the way who blame some
empty store shelves and groceries on the mandate but as allison northcott explains there's more to this story"

» Technique: The phrase "but as allison northcott explains there's more to this story" pre-frames the subsequent
report as a corrective to the premiers' claims before the evidence is presented. This signals to viewers that the
premiers' position is incomplete or misleading before they hear it.

* Why problematic: This is an editorial judgment embedded in the anchor introduction. A neutral framing would
present the report as examining the issue, not pre-signaling that one side requires correction.
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11. WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 4/10

1 2 3 4

Definition: The use of loaded language, connotations, euphemisms, or dysphemisms that carry implicit evaluative
weight beyond neutral description.

Finding 2.1

* Location: UK Prime Minister quote, Ukraine segment
* Quote: "invading ukraine from a from a russian perspective is going to be a painful violent and bloody business"

» Technique: This quote from UK PM Boris Johnson is used as a headline-level statement and repeated twice in the
broadcast (once in the opening tease, once in the full segment). The repetition of "painful violent and bloody" as a
rhetorical anchor establishes an emotional register of imminent catastrophe that frames all subsequent Russia-
related content.

* Why problematic: Selecting this particular quote — among many diplomatic statements available — as the
emotional centerpiece of the Ukraine coverage prioritizes alarming language over analytical content. It is not
balanced with any equivalent statement about the costs of military escalation from the Western side.

Finding 2.2

* Location: Trucker convoy segment
* Quote: "a group of truckers opposing the cross border vaccination mandate is headed to ottawa"

» Technique: The convoy is described as "a group of truckers" — a minimizing descriptor that contrasts with the
movement's self-description and the scale of participation being reported. Later, the Canadian Trucking Alliance's
distancing statement is given prominent placement.

» Why problematic: The language choices consistently minimize the convoy's scale and legitimacy. Compare with
the hockey racism segment, where the incidents are described with language that amplifies their significance
("shell-shocked," "systematic").

Finding 2.3

* Location: Donetsk segment
* Quote: "the self-proclaimed republic isn't recognized by canada or most of the world"

» Technique: "Self-proclaimed" carries a connotation of illegitimacy and pretension. The phrase "most of the world"
is used without specifying which states do recognize these entities or what percentage of the world's population
lives in states with different positions.

* Why problematic: While factually accurate in terms of UN member state recognition, the language is evaluatively
loaded. "Self-declared" and "self-proclaimed" are used interchangeably throughout the segment as implicit
delegitimizing markers rather than neutral descriptors.
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12. MODERATION BEHAVIOR 3/10

1 2 3

Definition: Asymmetries in how the anchor or moderator treats different guests — including questioning style, follow-
up pressure, sympathy signals, and framing of introductions.

Finding 5.1

* Location: Hockey racism segment, closing

* Quote: "and let's not lose sight of the fact that both of you were fantastic hockey players you deserve kudos for
that but thank you very much for for speaking tonight about this difficult topic"

» Technique: The anchor closes the interview with personal praise for the guests ("fantastic hockey players," "you
deserve kudos"), which is an unusual departure from journalistic neutrality. This signals personal alignment with
the guests' positions.

* Why problematic: While the topic (racism) warrants sensitivity, complimenting guests on their athletic careers as a
closing statement blurs the line between journalism and advocacy. It would be unusual to close an interview with,
for example, a trucker convoy organizer with equivalent personal praise.

Finding 5.2

« Location: Briar Stewart interview on Donetsk

* Quote: "so briars have pointed out this is a place that journalists usually don't have access to what was it like to be
there"

» Technique: The anchor's question focuses on the experiential/logistical dimension of the reporting rather than

probing the journalistic or ethical dimensions of operating under separatist escort with restrictions on movement.

Why problematic: A more rigorous moderation approach would ask: What restrictions were placed on the

reporting? How did the escort affect what could be filmed or said? Were interviewees potentially at risk from the
security services present? These questions are not asked.

Finding 5.3

» Location: Trucker convoy segment anchor introduction
* Quote: "but as allison northcott explains there's more to this story"

» Technique: Pre-framing the report as a corrective before it airs signals editorial alignment with the debunking
narrative rather than neutral presentation.

* Why problematic: This is a moderation/editorial choice that signals to viewers how to interpret the subsequent
report before they have seen it.
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 4/10

1 2 3 4

Definition: Whether harder, more confrontational questions are directed at some guests while softer, more sympathetic
questions are directed at others.
Finding 7.1

+ Location: Hockey racism segment

* Quote (to Saunders): "bernie disappointed that hockey's still facing this but on the other hand you know it's getting
a lot of attention now when when when you had to endure this sort of stuff in the 70s and 80s i take it there wasn't
a lot of attention"

» Technique: The anchor's question to Saunders is structured to elicit a positive/encouraging response ("it's getting

a lot of attention now") rather than to probe the adequacy of current responses. The question essentially answers
itself.

* Why problematic: A more rigorous question might ask: "Given that these incidents keep occurring despite existing
diversity programs, what evidence is there that mandatory training actually changes behavior?" This would test
the guests' claims rather than affirm them.

Finding 7.2
* Location: Donetsk segment — Dennis Pushilin interview
* Quote: "he insisted there are no russian troops on the ground here"

» Technique: Pushilin's claim — which contradicts substantial evidence and Western intelligence assessments — is
reported as his assertion ("he insisted") without any on-screen challenge, follow-up question, or counter-evidence
presented in the same segment.

* Why problematic: Reporting a demonstrably contested claim from a political leader without challenge or immediate
counter-evidence fails the basic journalistic standard of verification. The word "insisted" signals skepticism but
does not substitute for journalistic challenge.

Finding 7.3
* Location: Briar Stewart post-Donetsk interview
* Quote: "what was it like to be there"

« Technique: The question is entirely experiential and invites narrative rather than analytical or critical reflection on
the reporting conditions.

* Why problematic: No question is asked about the journalistic ethics of operating under security escort, the
potential self-censorship this creates, or how the CBC team verified information given their restricted access.
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14. FALSE BALANCE 3/10

1 2 3

Definition: The presentation of artificial equivalence between positions that do not have equivalent evidentiary support,
or conversely, the failure to present genuine balance where it exists.

Finding 14.1

+ Location: Hockey racism segment

* Quote: "i think the young man deserves due process you know people jump jump to judgment" (Bernie Saunders)

» Assessment: Saunders' call for due process for the accused player is the closest the segment comes to a
dissenting voice, but it comes from within the same guest panel that otherwise agrees on the systemic nature of
the problem. This creates an appearance of nuance while maintaining the segment's overall framing.

» Why problematic: True balance on this topic would include a voice from the accused player's perspective, a league
official defending existing processes, or a scholar who questions whether mandatory diversity training has
demonstrated effectiveness. The "due process" note from Saunders is insufficient to constitute genuine balance.

Finding 14.2

* Location: Trucker convoy segment

* Quote: "the trucker mandate is extra pressure on a strained system but there is still plenty of food available says
this expert"

» Assessment: The segment acknowledges the mandate contributes to supply pressure while emphasizing that food
availability is not critically threatened. This is presented as balance but actually represents a specific policy
conclusion: the mandate's costs are manageable.

» Why problematic: The question of whether a policy's costs are "manageable” is a value judgment, not a factual

determination. Presenting an expert's reassurance as the balancing element to premiers' concerns does not
constitute genuine balance on the policy question.

Finding 14.3
* Location: Black history curriculum segment

* Assessment: The segment presents the case for mandatory Black history curriculum with multiple voices (teacher,
community advocate, CBC confirmation of curriculum reviews) but includes no voice from curriculum designers,
education ministries, or those who might argue for different approaches to inclusive history education.

* Why problematic: While the cause of inclusive history education is broadly supported, the specific policy question

of mandatory vs. optional curriculum is a genuine educational policy debate that deserves more than one
perspective.
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 510

1 2 3 4 5

Definition: What topics, questions, and frames become "the issue" — and what is systematically excluded from the
broadcast's universe of discourse.

Finding 15.1
* Location: Russia-Ukraine coverage overall

» Excluded from agenda: (a) The history and terms of the Minsk Agreements and why they failed; (b) NATO's 2008
Bucharest Declaration promising eventual membership to Ukraine and Georgia; (c) The role of the 2014 Maidan
revolution and its contested legitimacy in the Donbas; (d) European energy dependence on Russia as a constraint
on Western policy options; (e) Ukrainian government's own position on negotiations.

* Why problematic: These omitted elements are central to understanding the crisis's origins and the constraints on
resolution. Their absence means the broadcast's agenda frames the crisis as Russian aggression against a

passive victim, excluding the complex historical and geopolitical context that would enable more sophisticated
viewer understanding.

Finding 15.2
* Location: Trucker convoy coverage

» Excluded from agenda: (a) The convoy's broader political goals (opposition to all COVID mandates, not just the
cross-border trucker mandate); (b) The presence of extremist symbols or groups within the convoy (already being
reported by other outlets); (c) The constitutional and legal dimensions of vaccine mandates; (d) International
comparisons of trucker mandate policies.

» Why problematic: By limiting the convoy story to the supply chain impact question, the broadcast sets an agenda

that reduces a complex political protest to a logistics story. This framing serves to minimize the political
significance of the movement.

Finding 15.3
* Location: COVID-19 / healthcare segment

» Excluded from agenda: (a) Alberta government's specific policy decisions that health experts argued contributed to
the crisis; (b) Comparative provincial data on healthcare capacity; (c) Long-term healthcare funding and capacity
questions that predate COVID; (d) Healthcare worker retention and compensation issues.

* Why problematic: Presenting the Alberta healthcare crisis as a COVID consequence without examining the policy

decisions that shaped Alberta's response sets an agenda that depoliticizes what is fundamentally a political
accountability story.
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CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION

A) Summary Table: All 15 Criteria

# Criterion Score | Key Finding

(0-10)

1 Framing 4 West framed as reactive/defensive; Russia's security concerns dismissed
as pretext; convoy pre-framed as requiring correction

2 Word Choice 4 "Painful violent and bloody" repeated as emotional anchor; "self-
proclaimed/self-declared" as delegitimizing markers

3 Expert Selection 5 Former U.S. Ambassador as sole geopolitical expert; unnamed/unaffiliated
experts; guests with institutional conflicts of interest

4 Selective Omission 6 No Ukrainian government voice; no unvaccinated trucker perspective; no
Alberta government accountability context

5 Moderation Behavior 3 Personal praise for hockey guests; no challenge to Pushilin's troop denial;
experiential rather than analytical questions

6 Time Distribution 5 Western NATO perspective dominates Ukraine coverage; convoy
participants receive least time in their own story

7 Question Asymmetry 4 Self-answering questions to hockey guests; Pushilin's false claim
unrebutted; no probing of reporting restrictions

8 Guilt by Association 3 CTA distancing placed immediately after convoy introduction; Russian
"hysteria" claim juxtaposed with troop movements

9 Numerical Manipulation 4 14,000 casualties without breakdown; border crossing figures without
methodology; "quadrupled" without baseline

10  Timing & Placement 3 "Reality check" pre-framing in opening tease; Donetsk exclusive promoted
as institutional achievement

12 Source Selection 5 Government officials as sole geopolitical sources; industry associations as
economic authorities; unnamed experts

13  Selective Outrage 4 Moral engagement with hockey racism not matched for convoy civil
liberties concerns; Western military buildup in neutral language

14  False Balance 3 Due process note insufficient balance in hockey segment; expert
reassurance as policy conclusion in convoy segment

15  Agenda-Setting 5 Minsk/NATO history excluded from Ukraine; convoy's political character
excluded; Alberta government accountability excluded

B) Overall Scores
+ Criteria Score: (4+4+5+6+3+5+4+3+4+3+3+5+4+3+5) + 15 =60 + 15=4.0

C) Top 3 Manipulation Techniques Observed
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Technique 1: Structural Pre-Framing

The broadcast repeatedly signals to viewers how to interpret a story before presenting the evidence. The "reality
check on empty grocery shops" in the opening tease, the "but as allison northcott explains there's more to this story"
anchor introduction, and the promotional framing of the Donetsk exclusive all constitute editorial pre-judgment
embedded in the broadcast's architecture. This technique is particularly effective because it operates at the level of
broadcast structure rather than explicit statement, making it less visible to critical viewers.

Technique 2: Asymmetric Moral Engagement

The broadcast applies sustained moral framing to some issues (hockey racism: "shell-shocked," "systematic,"
extended guest commentary) while treating structurally analogous issues with clinical neutrality (convoy civil liberties
concerns: supply chain logistics framing; Western military buildup: procedural language). This asymmetry shapes
viewer moral response without explicit editorializing, because the technique operates through selection and emphasis
rather than direct statement.

Technique 3: Expert Authority Without Accountability

Multiple segments rely on unnamed or institutionally conflicted experts whose authority is invoked without the
transparency needed for viewer assessment. The "former U.S. Ambassador," the "infectious disease expert," the
"supply chain expert," and the "analysts" in the Syria segment all provide authoritative-sounding conclusions without
the attribution that would allow viewers to assess their credibility, funding, or potential conflicts of interest. This
technique leverages the institutional authority of expertise while insulating the broadcast from accountability for the
specific claims made.

D) 3 Core Messages Embedded in the Broadcast

Message 1: Content Message (What the viewer learns)

"Russia is the aggressor in a crisis of its own making; Western military preparation is prudent and defensive."

» Technique: Framing + selective omission + source selection

» Evidence: The broadcast leads with UK PM Johnson's "painful violent and bloody" warning, presents 8,500 U.S.
troops on alert as defensive preparation, quotes a former U.S. Ambassador on Russian motivations, and enters
separatist-controlled Donetsk to show civilian suffering — all without a single Ukrainian government voice or any
substantive engagement with Russia's stated security concerns about NATO expansion. The Kremlin's "hysteria"
characterization is immediately juxtaposed with troop movements to Belarus, structurally rebutting it without
explicit counter-argument.

Message 2: Personal Message (Who is presented positively/negatively)

"Vaccine mandate opponents — whether truckers or the unvaccinated — are fringe, misinformed, or politically
motivated; healthcare workers, diversity advocates, and space scientists are heroic."

» Technique: Time distribution + selective outrage + word choice

» Evidence: The convoy is introduced with the CTA's distancing statement and immediately subjected to a "reality
check." The Quebec segment features a hardware store executive describing aggression from the unvaccinated.
Alberta healthcare workers are described with language of moral injury and heroism ("it's a bit of a dark time,"
"moral injury"). The James Webb telescope segment features scientists described as ecstatic and joyful. The
contrast in emotional register between these groups is systematic.

Message 3: Societal Message (What worldview is reinforced)

"Canada's institutions — public health authorities, the CBC itself, NATO allies — are trustworthy guides through a
dangerous world; skepticism of these institutions is associated with fringe movements, foreign adversaries, or
ignorance."

» Technique: Agenda-setting + framing + guilt by association

» Evidence: The broadcast's overall architecture presents institutional voices (NATO officials, public health experts,
CBC correspondents) as authoritative and reliable. Challenges to institutional positions — whether from Russian
officials, convoy participants, or unvaccinated Quebecers — are consistently framed as requiring correction,
contextualization, or dismissal. The CBC's own journalistic achievement (Donetsk exclusive) is prominently self-

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 20



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

promoted, reinforcing the institution's authority. This worldview is not explicitly stated but is embedded in every
editorial choice about whose voice receives time, credibility, and moral weight.

E) Classification

Classification: CLEAR ONE-SIDEDNESS (4.1-6.0)

This broadcast exhibits systematic editorial tendencies that, while not rising to the level of overt propaganda,
consistently favor particular framings, sources, and moral registers across multiple unrelated stories. The pattern is
not attributable to individual reporter bias but reflects structural editorial choices about framing, source selection, and
agenda-setting.

F) Summary

This broadcast of CBC's The National exhibits clear one-sidedness (combined score: 4.3) across multiple story
domains, with the most significant concerns arising from selective omission (score: 6/10), expert selection (5/10), and
agenda-setting (5/10). The Russia-Ukraine coverage, while factually accurate in its individual claims, systematically
excludes Ukrainian government voices, Russian security concerns as legitimate analytical inputs, and the historical
context of NATO expansion — omissions that collectively produce a Western-centric narrative that does not meet the
CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices requirement for "fair and accurate presentation of all significant points of
view." The trucker convoy coverage employs structural pre-framing techniques that signal editorial conclusions before
evidence is presented, which conflicts with the JSP's impartiality standard and the Broadcasting Act Section 3(1)(1)
requirement that the CBC "provide a reasonable opportunity for the public to be exposed to the expression of differing
views on matters of public concern." The broadcast's asymmetric moral engagement — applying sustained ethical
framing to hockey racism while treating civil liberties concerns about vaccine mandates with clinical neutrality —
reflects a selective application of journalistic moral seriousness that is inconsistent with the CRTC's requirement for
high standards of journalistic ethics. While individual segments contain accurate reporting and genuine public interest
journalism (particularly the Donetsk field report and the Black history curriculum story), the cumulative editorial pattern
across the broadcast's five major stories reveals systematic tendencies that fall short of the impartiality and balance
standards to which CBC, as Canada's public broadcaster funded by all Canadians, is held.
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS

Party Bias Scores

Party Score (- | Evidence

5 to +5)
NDP +0.5 Slight favor
Green Party +0.5 Slight favor
(GPC)
Liberal Party +2.0 Favored
(LPC)
Bloc Québécois 0.0 Neutral
(BQ)
Conservative Party -2.0 Disadvantaged
(CPC)
People's Party -3.0 Strongly disadvantaged
(PPC)

Detailed Evidence by Party
NDP (+0.5) — Slight Favor

» Evidence: The broadcast's sympathetic treatment of healthcare workers, its framing of supply chain issues as
systemic rather than mandate-caused, and its positive coverage of Black history curriculum advocacy all align with
NDP policy positions. However, no NDP politician is quoted or referenced, and the favor is structural rather than
explicit.

* Quote: "there's this moral injury of knowing that we may not be able to provide the care as it was before because
we are so stretched" — The healthcare worker framing aligns with NDP arguments for increased healthcare
funding and worker support, without attribution.

Green Party (+0.5) — Slight Favor

» Evidence: The James Webb telescope segment's enthusiastic coverage of scientific discovery and the implicit
valorization of evidence-based expertise align with GPC's science-forward positioning. No direct GPC relevance,
hence minimal score.

* Quote: "this cosmic eye is bound to see things that will alter our very understanding of the universe" — Science
valorization consistent with GPC messaging, though not politically explicit.

Liberal Party (+2.0) — Favored

» Evidence: The broadcast's coverage consistently supports positions associated with the Liberal government:
vaccine mandates are presented as necessary and effective; the trucker convoy opposing Liberal policy is
subjected to a "reality check"; the childcare agreement announcement is presented positively; Canada's
diplomatic position on Ukraine is presented without criticism.

* Quote 1: "today the prime minister described these deals as a game changer for families savings on child care for
families in ikaluit is estimated at around 14 000 dollars a year" — The childcare announcement is reported in the
government's own framing ("game changer") without critical examination or opposition response.

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 22



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

* Quote 2: "canada so far is not withdrawing staff safety of canadian diplomats and their families is of course
paramount and we will continue to be there for ukraine"” — The Canadian government's Ukraine position is
presented approvingly, with the phrase "of course paramount” lending editorial endorsement.

* Quote 3: The trucker convoy "reality check" framing directly challenges the convoy's critique of Liberal vaccine
mandate policy, effectively defending the government's position through journalistic framing rather than explicit
advocacy.

Bloc Québécois (0.0) — Neutral

» Evidence: The Quebec vaccine passport segment covers a provincial (CAQ) policy, not federal. The Bloc's
positions are not relevant to any story covered. No BQ politician is referenced.

* Note: The Quebec segment's positive framing of vaccine passport effectiveness could marginally favor parties
supporting such measures, but the CAQ (not BQ) is the relevant provincial actor.

Conservative Party (-2.0) — Disadvantaged

» Evidence: The broadcast's most direct engagement with a Conservative politician is the treatment of Alberta
Premier Jason Kenney's tweet about empty grocery shelves, which is immediately followed by expert
contextualization that qualifies his claim.

* Quote 1: "alberta premier jason kenney tweeted photos of empty grocery store shelves blaming the mandate and
calling for the policy to end but the canadian federation of independent grocers says the trucking mandate is just
one of several factors" — Kenney's claim is introduced and immediately countered. The "but" construction is a
standard journalistic rebuttal signal.

* Quote 2: The trucker convoy, which has significant overlap with CPC voter base and which CPC politicians were

beginning to support, is framed as a fringe movement requiring factual correction — a framing that disadvantages

the CPC's political positioning on the issue.

* Quote 3: "ontario remains the holdout the province says it wants more funding and a longer commitment than five
years" — Ontario's (PC government) resistance to the childcare deal is presented as an obstacle without
sympathetic framing of the province's stated concerns.

People's Party (-3.0) — Strongly Disadvantaged

» Evidence: The PPC, which had positioned itself as the primary political vehicle for anti-mandate sentiment, is not
mentioned by name. However, the broadcast's systematic framing of vaccine mandate opposition as fringe,
misinformed, or supply-chain-irrelevant directly disadvantages the PPC's core political positioning.

* Quote 1: "the canadian trucking alliance says the vast majority of canadian truckers are vaccinated and says it
disapproves of protests on public roadways" — The CTA distancing statement delegitimizes the convoy that
represents the PPC's primary political constituency at this moment.

* Quote 2: The "reality check" framing of the convoy story directly challenges the factual basis of the PPC's central
campaign argument (that mandates are causing supply chain crises).

* Note: The PPC's complete absence from the broadcast — despite the convoy being a major political story directly
relevant to PPC positioning — is itself a form of disadvantage through omission.

Summary Statistics

* Most Favored Party: Liberal Party (LPC) — Score: +2.0
* Most Disadvantaged Party: People's Party (PPC) — Score: -3.0
+ Average Deviation from 0: (]0.5| + |0.5] + |2.0] + |0.0] + |2.0] + |3.0]) =6 =8.0 + 6 = 1.33
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CHAPTER 4 — LEGAL CLASSIFICATION

A) CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP)

Accuracy

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

Assessment: Mostly Compliant with Notable Exceptions
Individual factual claims in the broadcast are generally accurate. However, several accuracy concerns arise:
Finding A1:

» Standard: JSP accuracy requirement — facts must be verifiable and sourced

» Evidence: "when the provincial government barred the unvaccinated from government liquor stores and marijuana
shops the number of people signing up for their first dose quadrupled” — No source cited; no baseline figure
provided; claim cannot be independently verified as presented.

* Violation: Presenting an unverified statistical claim without source attribution
» Severity: Moderate
Finding A2:
+ Standard: JSP accuracy — claims must be contextualized to avoid misleading impressions

» Evidence: Dennis Pushilin's claim that "there are no russian troops on the ground here" is reported without
challenge or counter-evidence, despite substantial publicly available intelligence assessments to the contrary.

* Violation: Reporting a demonstrably contested claim without verification or challenge
+ Severity: Significant

Fairness

Assessment: Partially Non-Compliant
Finding B1:
» Standard: JSP fairness — "We are fair to all parties in our coverage"

» Evidence: The trucker convoy segment introduces the CTA's distancing statement before presenting the convoy's
arguments, and frames the segment as a "reality check" in the opening tease. No convoy organizer or participant
is given extended speaking time to articulate their position.

* Violation: Structural unfairness through pre-framing and asymmetric time allocation
» Severity: Moderate

Finding B2:
« Standard: JSP fairness — all relevant parties should have opportunity to respond

» Evidence: Alberta Premier Kenney's tweet is cited and immediately countered by industry sources. No response
from Kenney or his office is sought or included.

+ Violation: Presenting a political figure's claim and its rebuttal without seeking the figure's response
» Severity: Minor

Balance

Assessment: Partially Non-Compliant
Finding C1:
» Standard: JSP balance — "We present a wide range of perspectives on controversial subjects”

» Evidence: The Russia-Ukraine segment presents exclusively Western/NATO perspectives as authoritative, with
Russian and Ukrainian government positions either absent (Ukraine) or briefly characterized and implicitly
dismissed (Russia). No independent geopolitical scholar is included.

* Violation: Failure to present a genuinely wide range of perspectives on a highly contested geopolitical situation
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» Severity: Significant
Finding C2:
» Standard: JSP balance on vaccine mandates as a matter of public controversy

» Evidence: The Quebec vaccine passport segment includes one unnamed infectious disease expert supporting the
measure and no credentialed voice questioning its proportionality, effectiveness, or civil liberties implications.

* Violation: Single-perspective expert sourcing on a contested public policy question
» Severity: Moderate

Impartiality

Assessment: Partially Non-Compliant
Finding D1:
+ Standard: JSP impartiality — anchors and reporters should not signal personal positions

» Evidence: "and let's not lose sight of the fact that both of you were fantastic hockey players you deserve kudos for
that" — Anchor personal praise for guests whose position the broadcast has consistently supported.

+ Violation: Anchor expressing personal admiration for guests in a way that signals alignment with their position
» Severity: Minor

Finding D2:
» Standard: JSP impartiality — editorial judgments should not be embedded in news framing

» Evidence: "but as allison northcott explains there's more to this story" — Pre-framing a report as corrective before
evidence is presented.

* Violation: Anchor introduction that signals editorial conclusion before report airs
» Severity: Moderate

Independence

Assessment: Compliant with Observations

No direct evidence of external influence on editorial decisions is present in the transcript. However, the consistent
alignment of the broadcast's editorial tendencies with Liberal government policy positions on vaccines, childcare, and
Ukraine warrants ongoing monitoring. The CBC's funding relationship with the federal government — which allocates
parliamentary appropriations to the corporation — creates a structural context in which editorial independence
requires active maintenance.
Finding E1:

+ Standard: JSP independence — CBC must be editorially independent of government

» Evidence: The childcare announcement is reported in the government's own framing ("the prime minister
described these deals as a game changer") without critical examination or opposition response.

» Observation: While not a clear violation, the absence of critical examination of a government announcement is
inconsistent with the independence standard.

+ Severity: Minor
B) Broadcasting Act, S.C. 1991, c. 11, Section 3(1)
Section 3(1)(I) — Reasonable Opportunity for Differing Views

Finding F1:

« Standard: The CBC must "provide a reasonable opportunity for the public to be exposed to the expression of
differing views on matters of public concern"

» Evidence: The trucker convoy segment, covering a matter of significant public concern and political controversy,
does not provide convoy participants with a reasonable opportunity to articulate their position. The segment's
structure — CTA distancing, premier's claim, expert rebuttal, consumer experience — allocates the least time to
the movement's own voice.

* Violation: Failure to provide reasonable opportunity for differing views on a matter of public concern

» Severity: Significant

President: Schilapfer, David - Contact: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Address: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zurich 1
Page 25



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

. Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
5{‘% Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato
Finding F2:
» Standard: Section 3(1)(d)(i) — The Canadian broadcasting system should "serve to safeguard, enrich and
strengthen the cultural, political, social and economic fabric of Canada"

» Evidence: The broadcast's coverage of the Russia-Ukraine crisis, while factually grounded, does not provide
Canadians with the analytical tools to understand the crisis's origins, the constraints on Canadian policy options,
or the range of legitimate perspectives on Western responses. This limits the broadcast's contribution to informed
democratic participation.

* Violation: Partial failure to enrich the political fabric through comprehensive public affairs coverage
» Severity: Moderate

Diversity Reflection

Finding F3:
+ Standard: Section 3(1)(d)(iii) — The system should "reflect Canada's regions and its linguistic duality”

» Assessment: The broadcast covers stories from Edmonton, Montreal, Regina, and Ottawa, reflecting reasonable
regional diversity. The Quebec vaccine passport story is covered in English without reference to French-language
perspectives or media. The Black history curriculum story reflects cultural diversity positively.

* Violation: No significant violation; regional coverage is adequate
+ Severity: Minor observation only

C) CRTC Conditions of Licence

Finding G1:
» Standard: CRTC requirement for high standard of journalistic ethics

+ Evidence: The reporting of Dennis Pushilin's claim that there are no Russian troops in Donetsk without challenge
or counter-evidence fails the standard of verification that high journalistic ethics requires. The claim is not labeled
as disputed or unverified.

+ Violation: Failure to apply verification standards to a contested claim by a political actor
« Severity: Significant

Finding G2:
» Standard: CRTC requirement for balanced treatment of controversial public issues

» Evidence: The hockey racism segment presents two guests with identical positions as a "discussion," creating the
appearance of dialogue while delivering a single perspective. No alternative view on the adequacy of existing
league responses or the effectiveness of mandatory diversity training is included.

* Violation: Structural false balance that misrepresents the segment as a discussion of differing views
» Severity: Moderate

Overall Regulatory Assessment

This broadcast of CBC's The National presents a mixed regulatory compliance picture. While individual factual claims
are generally accurate and the broadcast covers a genuinely diverse range of public interest topics, systematic
patterns of selective omission, pre-framing, and asymmetric source selection constitute partial non-compliance with
the CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices requirements for fairness, balance, and impartiality, as well as with the
Broadcasting Act Section 3(1)(I) obligation to provide reasonable opportunity for differing views on matters of public
concern. The most significant regulatory concern is the Russia-Ukraine coverage's failure to include Ukrainian
government voices or to engage substantively with Russian stated security concerns as legitimate analytical inputs —
a gap that, in a story of this geopolitical magnitude, falls below the standard of comprehensive public affairs journalism
expected of Canada's national public broadcaster. The trucker convoy coverage's structural pre-framing and
asymmetric time allocation similarly raise concerns under the Broadcasting Act's differing views requirement,
particularly given the convoy's subsequent political significance. These findings do not suggest deliberate editorial
manipulation but rather reflect systemic tendencies in source selection, framing conventions, and agenda-setting that,
cumulatively, produce coverage that does not fully meet the high standards to which CBC is held as a publicly funded
national broadcaster accountable to all Canadians.

Source Credibility Assessment
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Funding/Affiliation

Conflict of Interest

Credibility

Counter-Voice
Offered?

Former U.S.
Ambassador
(unnamed)

Canadian Trucking
Alliance

Canadian Federation
of Independent
Grocers

Unnamed infectious
disease expert
(Quebec)

Unnamed supply
chain expert

Dennis Pushilin (DPR
leader)

Anson Carter (NHL
Player Inclusion
Committee)

Bernie Saunders
(author/former player)

Kurdish forces
spokesperson

Unnamed Edmonton
astronomer

Unnamed Quebec
astronomer

Jason Kenney
(Alberta Premier)

Mikhail Kravchuk /
Azorin family

Anna Maria Tremonti

U.S. government
(former)

Industry association
(trucking sector)

Industry association
(grocery sector)

Unknown —
unaffiliated

Unknown —
unaffiliated

Donetsk People's
Republic

NHL institutional role

Independent

Kurdish
military/political entity

University
(Edmonton) —
publicly funded

University (Quebec)
— publicly funded

Alberta UCP
government

Civilian residents,
Donetsk

Former CBC
employee

End of Analysis Report — Version 1.0-cbc

High — career built
within U.S. foreign
policy establishment

Moderate —
represents
vaccinated majority
truckers' interests

Moderate — interest
in stable supply chain
narrative

Unknown

Unknown

Extreme — political
leader of party to
conflict

High — institutional
interest in diversity
program expansion

Low — no current
institutional affiliation

High — party to
conflict

Low

Low
High — political actor
Low — personal

testimony

Moderate —
institutional
relationship with CBC

Medium

Medium

Medium

Low (unverifiable)

Low (unverifiable)

Low

Medium

High

Low

High

High
Medium
High (for personal

experience)

High

No

No

No

No

No

Partial (framing only)

No

No

No

N/A (non-
controversial)

N/A (non-
controversial)

Yes (CFIG counter-
voice)

N/A

N/A (personal
testimony)
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Prepared by: Senior Media Analysis Framework
Broadcast Date: January 24, 2022

Analysis Date: Current
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Individual Scores — All 15 Criteria

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

No. Criterion ‘ Score Rating
1 EXPERT SELECTION 5 eoo
2 SOURCE SELECTION 5 eoo
3 TIME DISTRIBUTION 5 ooo
4  SELECTIVE OMISSION 6 eoo
5 NUMERICAL MANIPULATION 4 oo
6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 3 oo
7  TIMING & PLACEMENT 3 oo
8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 4 oo
9 COMPLETENESS 5 eoo
10 FRAMING 4 oo
11  WORD CHOICE & TERMINOLOGY 4 oo
12 MODERATION BEHAVIOR 3 oo
13  QUESTION ASYMMETRY 4 oo
14 FALSE BALANCE 3 oo
15 AGENDA-SETTING 5 (YY)

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 4.4/10 Significant imbalance

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 3.8/10 Slight imbalance

OVERALL SCORE 4.1/10 Significant imbalance

Average of Hardfacts and Softfacts
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KEY — Score Definitions

Individual Scores per Criterion (0-10)

0 No finding

1-2

34

6 Significant finding

Weak finding

Slight to moderate
finding

Moderate finding
with impact

(threshold)

7 Significant finding

8-9

10 Maximum severity

Severe finding

No relevant anomaly detected.
Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance.

Recognizable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance.

Relevant imbalance affecting the audience's opinion-forming potential.

Scores of 6 and above are classified as 'significant findings.'

Clear, well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance.
Pronounced imbalance; multiple documented individual findings in this criterion.

Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion.

Aggregated Deviation Index — Interpretation Ranges

0.0-2.5
2.6-4.0
41-6.0
6.1-8.0
8.1-10

Unremarkable

Slight imbalance
Significant imbalance

Serious deviation from
the impartiality
standard. High degree
of deviation

Fundamental systemic
one-sidedness. Very
high bias degree

Party-Political Bias (-5 to +5)

No significant patterns detected; broadcast meets the impartiality
standard.

Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within tolerance range.
Multiple significant findings; relevant impairment of perspective diversity.

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance.

Maximum severity across nearly all criteria; systematically one-sided
reporting.

-5to -3

-2 to -1
0
+1 to +2

+3 to +5

Strongly
disadvantaged

Slightly disadvantaged
Neutral

Slightly favored
Strongly favored

Legal and Methodological Notes

Party is significantly underrepresented in framing, airtime, or
presentation.

Recognizable but minor disadvantage.
No detectable favoritism or disadvantage.
Recognizable but minor favoritism.

Party is significantly overrepresented in framing, airtime, or presentation.
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No factual
determination

No legal judgment

No proof of
causation

No judgment of
intent

Heuristic
comparison tool
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The results presented do not constitute factual determinations about individual persons,
editorial teams, or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardized operationalization,
not a finding of individual responsibility.

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment under Broadcasting
Act s. 3(1)(l). The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates legal requirements
is exclusively the responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular CRTC).

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial
intent. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news environment, political
controversy, or format logic.

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7
means a significant imbalance was detected — not that the editorial team intended it. The
methodology makes no claims about motives or strategic objectives.

The index serves comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not
precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve heuristic
orientation, not sharp legal qualification.
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APPENDIX: NATIONAL BROADCASTING LAW

Legal Basis Canada — CBC/Radio-Canada

Law
Broadcasting Act (S.C. 1991, c. 11)

Relevant Sections

» Section 3(1)(d): The Canadian broadcasting system should safeguard, enrich and strengthen the cultural, political,
social and economic fabric of Canada.

» Section 3(1)(l): The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, as the national public broadcaster, should provide radio
and television services incorporating a wide range of programming that informs, enlightens and entertains; be
predominantly and distinctively Canadian; reflect Canada and its regions to national and regional audiences;
actively contribute to the flow and exchange of cultural expression; be in English and in French; contribute to
shared national consciousness and identity.

» Section 3(1)(m): The programming provided by the Corporation should be made available throughout Canada by
the most appropriate and efficient means.

CBC Journalistic Standards and Practices (JSP)

6 Core Principles:

1. Accuracy: Facts correct and verified

2. Fairness: Fair treatment of all parties

3. Balance: Balanced representation of controversial topics
4. Impartiality: Impartial reporting

5. Integrity: Journalistic integrity

6. Independence: Editorial independence

Online Legislation

+ C-11 (Online Streaming Act): Streaming regulation
* C-18 (Online News Act): News compensation

Regulatory Authority

* CRTC (Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission): Regulation, licensing
« CBC Ombudsman: Internal complaints body (not independent, no sanctioning authority)

Special Note

Canada has no independent external regulator comparable to Switzerland's UBI. The CBC Ombudsman is an internal
body. CBC left the CBSC (Canadian Broadcast Standards Council) in 2009.

Complaints Process

1. CBC Ombudsman (internal)
2. CRTC (licensing conditions)
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Reports and Membership at SVFAB

At SVFAB.ch you will find detailed reports and can also commission custom analyses for any broadcast (billed separately).
To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on membership fees and donations.

Contact and further information:
www.SVFAB.ch | Kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Bank details: PostFinance — POFICHBE
IBAN: CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1
Beneficiary: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zrich 1
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The following books are available from SVFAB

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch

Unbalanced Reporting is the response to the halving initiative in
Switzerland: Manipulation techniques are explained in detail, starting
. = ; " with the selection of staff and sourcesThen 15 principles are explained:
‘ ﬁ | .t L omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association,
s ‘f RS . emotionalisation, context removal and many more, illustrated with
" pAmK.‘m" ‘E:?\}:ﬁ“_““"”" numerous examples. Additionally, it becomes apparent where we
- Unausgewogene‘ ourselves apply these techniques - fostering not only awareness but
¢ =N 8  also empathy.
I'S_! Optionally the book comes with playing cards.
; ; Also available as an audiobook.

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else
has written the script.

Those who don’t know this deliver material. Good quotes that get cut
wrong. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context. Honest
answers framed as confessions.

This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox — for everyone
who faces a microphone and wants to know what to do about it. 7
chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most common
traps. The three principles of sovereignty —anchoring, reframing,
setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour. Body and voice. What to
do when things go wrong. And what matters after the interview.

For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for everyone
who is in the public eye and wants to understand how the game
works. So they stop playing along — and start shaping it.

In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, reference, follow-up and when
difficulties arise

You think you see the world.In Wirklichkeit siehst du den Rahmen,
den jemand um sie gelegt hat. Framing ist die alteste und eleganteste
Manipulationstechnik der world. Sie verandert nicht die Fakten - sie
verandert, was wir aus den Fakten machen. Wie wir fihlen. Was wir
glauben. Wie wir entscheiden. Und sie funktioniert —weil wir alle
mitmachen. Taglich. Unbewusst. Auch du. Dieses Buch ist kein
trockenes Lehrbuch. Es ist ein Ubungsbuch - spielerisch, direkt,
voller Beispiele aus dem echten Leben. Du lernst nicht nur, wie
andere dich framen. Du lernst, wie du selbst framest —und wie du es
bewusst und fair einsetzen kannst.
( o S Because whoever understands framing sees the world more clearly.
S mif viclen Bespleler- = Hears news differently. Conducts conversations more confidently.
SRk And no longer so easily accepts a frame chosen by someone else.
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and
everyday life — and the occasional smile.
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything.

The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from

DAS UBI- every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can file a complaint.

BESCHWERDESYSTEM There is even an authority for this: the UBI, the Independent
it RSN o Complaints Authority for Radio and Television.

But: It is not independent. It has no sanctioning power. And it decides
in 99.6% of all cases: nothing.
This analysis exposes the system - factual, precise, without polemics.
Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal recourse. And
the constitutional review showing: the UBI system meets none of the
three fundamental criteria — it is not proportionate, not separated by
powers, not market-based.
The authority supposed to protect citizens primarily protects the
system it should be overseeing.
Essential reading for anyone considering a complaint — and for anyone
who wants to understand why genuine media oversight in Switzerland
is still pending.

B
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