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OVERALL 5.7/10

SCORE Considerable bias

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly one-sided/manipulative

POLITICAL SPECTRUM

Classification according to Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each
party is rated on a scale from O (far left) to 10 (far right).

Party Left Greens SPD | BSW | CDU/CSU | FDP FreieW. | A
CHES 1.23 2.28 3.41 3.78 6.23 6.54 6.77 9.10
Spectrum Left Left Left Left Right Right Right Right

The overall tendency is displayed on a 0—10 scale (0 = strongly left-favouring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favouring). The calculation is based on the difference in the average favouring of left vs. right parties (grouping
according to CHES 2024).

0 1 2 3 5 6 7 8 9 10
«— Left Right —

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center

This section serves political classification and does not feed into the overall score.

BROADCAST INFO AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK

Broadcast data

« Date: 05.07.2025
* Presenter: Susanne Daubner
* |tem overview:
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Item Topic

1 Storms Texas / Flood
disaster Guadalupe

2 Gaza ceasefire / Hamas
negotiations
3 AfD caucus retreat /

strategy paper

4 Asylum applications down
(BAMF figures)

5 Mask affair Spahn /
parliamentary inquiry
committee

6 Forest fires
Saxony/Thuringia

7 Seine bathing sites Paris /

climate adaptation

8 Women's Euro: Germany
2:0 Poland / Gwinn injured

9 Tour de France, stage 1
10 Lottery numbers

11 Weather report

12 Preview tagesthemen

Main topic of this edition

Duration (approx.)

~2:30 min.

~2:30 min.

~2:00 min.

~0:30 min.

~0:45 min.

~2:00 min.

~2:00 min.

~2:00 min.

~0:30 min.
~0:15 min.
~0:45 min.

~0:15 min.
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Classification

International, natural
disaster

International, conflict
Domestic politics, party
politics

Domestic politics, migration

Domestic politics, CDU

Domestic, natural event
International,
climate/lifestyle

Sport

Sport
Service
Service

Programme note

The flood disaster in Texas with at least 27 fatalities forms the lead story, followed by Middle East diplomacy and

domestic political topics (AfD, migration, mask affair).
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Hard facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically robust

1. EXPERT SELECTION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Expert 1: Greens health expert Dahmen

Timestamp ~08:00

"The revelations showed that Spahn had lied" / Serious allegations against Health Minister
Warken (CDU), that she had "redacted the report on a large scale to protect her party colleague.”

Statement

Dahmen is a member of the Greens and thus a political opponent of CDU/CSU. His statements

S o motivated by party politics.

Source in-depth check Dahmen:
(a) FUNDING: Dahmen is an MP (Greens), funded through parliamentary allowances and party structure. Conflict of
interest: Greens benefit politically from CDU being weakened by the mask affair.

(b) MANDATE: His mandate as health policy spokesperson for the Greens is explicitly incompatible with a neutral
assessment of CDU actions.

+ Conflict of interest present? YES (political opponent)

 Personal risk through position? NO (attacking a political opponent is low-risk)

* Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? YES (Greens gain from CDU being weakened)
* Result: LOW (as a neutral source)

(c) EXPERTISE: Partisan voice given the attribute of expert.

Missing opposing voice: CDU/CSU statement on the allegations, statement from Health Minister Warken herself,
independent legal expert on the question of redacting reports.

Expert 2: Stephan Brandner (AfD)

Timestamp ~07:00

"We've seen a statistical analysis. Opinion polls about the AfD. The majority of our potential voters

Statement don't want any change."

Brandner is an AfD MP and author of the code of conduct. His statement is presented in the
context of his "most points of order" — a discrediting framing.

Classification

Source in-depth check Brandner:

(a) FUNDING: MP (AfD), parliamentary allowances.
(b) MANDATE: Party representative, not a neutral authority.
» Conflict of interest present? YES (self-interest)
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» Personal risk through position? NO
* Does the organisation benefit? YES

* Result: LOW (as a neutral source) — however: Brandner is correctly identified as a party representative, but the
discrediting framing ("man with the most points of order") is a framing problem (— finding Framing 2).

(c) EXPERTISE: The characterisation as "man with the most points of order" immediately before his statement is a
discrediting contextualisation that is not applied to other politicians in the broadcast.

Expert 3: Mayor of Paris (not named)

Timestamp ~11:00

"We are adapting to climate change, intense heat, so that one can swim in the river — a climate
adaptation measure."

Statement

(6 EEX 11T I | ocal politician with an interest in positive portrayal of the project.

Source in-depth check Mayor of Paris:

(a) FUNDING: Public office, City of Paris.
(b) MANDATE: Not compatible with a neutral assessment — she is the initiator of the project.
» Conflict of interest present? YES

* Personal risk? NO
» Benefits? YES (political capital)
* Result: LOW (as a neutral source)

(c) EXPERTISE: The climate change framing by the mayor is adopted uncritically and reinforced by the presenter's
text ("In view of climate change, the bathing sites have a serious background"). — Technique no. 12.

Missing expert groups:

* Independent legal experts on the mask affair (instead of only Greens politicians)
» Hydrologists/climate scientists on the Texas storms
* Independent water quality experts on the Seine (instead of only the mayor)
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check)

Source 1: BAMF (Federal Office for Migration and Refugees)

Timestamp ~07:45

"According to the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees, 61,000 people submitted an initial
application."

Statement

(a) Funding and sponsorship: Federal authority, state-funded, subordinate to the BMI.

(b) Structural conflict of interest: BAMF is the implementing authority for migration policy. On topics concerning
state action (border controls), a structural conflict of interest exists: the authority has an institutional interest in
confirming the effectiveness of state measures.

(c) Is a source missing that would substantiate a counter-view? YES — independent migration research (e.g. SVR,
DeZIM) is entirely absent.

Missing The Expert Council on Integration and Migration (SVR) or the German Centre for Integration and
I CIECTIT (-8 Migration Research (DeZIM) could have provided alternative explanations for the decline.

Source 2: Truth Social / Trump statement

Timestamp ~02:10
Statement "Via Truth Social, US President Trump pledges support.”

(a) Funding: Private social media company, Trump-owned platform.

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Trump statements on Truth Social are PR communication, not an independent
source.

(c) Is a source missing? YES — independent assessment of the adequacy of the federal response is absent.

Missing FEMA critics, local authorities, independent disaster protection experts.

counter-source

Source 3: Greens MP Dahmen (mask affair)

m "The revelations showed that Spahn had lied."

(a) Funding: Parliamentary allowances, Greens party structure.
(b) Structural conflict of interest: Political opponent of the CDU, benefits from CDU being weakened.
(c) Is a source missing? YES — CDU statement, Warken's response, independent legal expert are entirely absent.

Missing CDU/CSU parliamentary group spokesperson, Health Minister Warken, independent constitutional
I CTECTIT (-8 lawyer on the question of redacting reports.

Summary: The source selection is structurally one-sided in several items: in the mask affair exclusively
prosecution voices, in the asylum statistics exclusively a state authority without independent research, in Texas
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exclusively official bodies without critical contextualisation. This does not comply with the requirement of source
diversity pursuant to §26 MStV.
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Item duration per political direction/topic:

.

.

Texas flood (international, humanitarian): approx. 2:30 min. (approx. 17%)
Gaza/Middle East diplomacy (international): approx. 2:30 min. (approx. 17%)

AfD caucus retreat (domestic politics, opposition): approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%)
Asylum applications (domestic politics, migration): approx. 0:30 min. (approx. 3%)
Mask affair Spahn/CDU (domestic politics): approx. 0:45 min. (approx. 5%)

Forest fires (domestic, natural event): approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%)
Seine/Paris (international, climate/lifestyle): approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%)

Sport (Women's Euro + Tour de France): approx. 2:30 min. (approx. 17%)

Service (lottery, weather, preview): approx. 1:15 min. (approx. 8%)

Party-political time distribution (domestic political items):

.

.

AfD: approx. 2:00 min. (caucus retreat) + 0:30 min. (asylum mention) = approx. 2:30 min.
CDU/CSU: approx. 0:45 min. (mask affair, predominantly negative)

Greens: approx. 0:20 min. (mask affair demand, positively framed)

SPD: approx. 0:10 min. (mention in AfD context)

Other parties: not mentioned

Notable: The AfD receives the most airtime among the parties, but exclusively in a critically negative framing. The
CDU receives airtime exclusively in the context of the mask affair (negative). Governing parties (SPD, Greens, FDP as
coalition) are not addressed as a government.

Summary: The time distribution shows a concentration on the AfD as the main domestic political topic, with
coverage framed exclusively negatively. The CDU appears only in the context of a scandal. Other parties are
barely mentioned. This does not correspond to a balanced representation of the parliamentary spectrum.
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R\P

4. OMISSION (Selective Omission) 6/10

1

N

3 4 5 6

Omission 1: Climate change in the Texas flood

Extreme weather events in Texas are scientifically linked to climate change. — Relevant at:
~01:00-02:30 — Effect: While climate change is explicitly addressed in the Paris item, this context
is entirely absent from the most severe weather event in the broadcast. This creates asymmetric
climate reporting.

Context

Omission 2: CDU statement on the mask affair

Serious allegations against Spahn and Warken are raised exclusively by Greens politicians. —
Context Relevant at: ~08:00 — Effect: Without a CDU counter-statement, a one-sided picture emerges;
the principle of "audiatur et altera pars" is violated.

Omission 3: Israeli hostages / Israeli civilian voices in the Gaza item

In the Gaza item, a Palestinian civilian speaks and expresses a wish for the war to end. —
Context Relevant at: ~03:30 — Effect: No Israeli civilian voice (e.g. relatives of hostages) creates an
emotional asymmetry.

Omission 4: Early warning system failure Texas

Reports indicate that early warning systems on the Guadalupe River were inadequate. —
Context Relevant at: ~01:00 — Effect: Structural causes of the disaster are not addressed; the item
remains purely descriptive.

Omission 5: AfD election result and democratic legitimacy

The AfD is the second-strongest force in the Bundestag. — Relevant at: ~05:30-07:30 — Effect:
The item addresses exclusively points of order, code of conduct and domestic intelligence, without
contextualising the democratic legitimacy of the parliamentary group or its parliamentary work.

Context

Omission 6: Water quality problems at the 2024 Olympics (Seine)

At the 2024 Olympic Games, athletes complained of diarrhoea and nausea after contact with the
Seine. — Relevant at: ~11:30 — Effect: This context is briefly mentioned ("athletes complained of
diarrhoea and nausea"), but is not used as a critical contextualisation of the current approval.
Independent water quality testing is absent.
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Summary: The selective omissions follow a recognisable pattern: critical contexts for US events and for the AfD
are omitted, while for European climate protection measures and CDU criticism by the Greens the context is fully
introduced. This creates a systematic bias in the conveyance of information.

Missing voices

» Climate scientists: Would have contextualised the link between climate change and the increasing intensity of flash
flood events in Texas.

* FEMA critics / disaster protection experts: Would have addressed structural deficiencies in the US flash flood early
warning system.

 Survivors of the holiday camp: Would have contributed eyewitness accounts and questions about the camp's
safety infrastructure.

» Hydrologists: Would have contextualised the specific characteristics of the Guadalupe River (rapid water level
rises, known danger).

» Operators/those responsible for the holiday camp: Could have commented on safety concepts and evacuation
plans.

+ Political opposition (USA): Would have contextualised the speed and appropriateness of Trump's response.
» Residents of the river region: Would have contributed long-term experience with flood events on the Guadalupe.

» Legal experts: Would have addressed questions of liability regarding the operation of the holiday camp on the
riverbank.
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5. MANIPULATION OF FIGURES 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Complete figures include: absolute value, share (%) and trend

Finding 1: Asylum applications — missing context

Figure: "61,000 people submitted an initial application, almost 50 percent fewer than in the comparable period of
2024."

(1) Absolute comparison with previous years is absent (2024 was a record year). (2) European
Missing comparison is absent. (3) Causality (border controls vs. other factors such as seasonal
context fluctuations, situation in countries of origin) is not contextualised. (4) The formulation "Germany
had recently extended controls at the borders" suggests causality without substantiating it.

The figure appears as a clear success of border policy, without alternative explanations or

Effect historical context being introduced.

Finding 2: Casualty figures Texas — uncertainty not sufficiently communicated

Timestamp ~00:45
Figure: "At least 27 people died. Many more are still missing, including over 20 girls from the holiday camp."

The figure "at least 27" is correctly communicated as a minimum figure. However: "At least 27
people are still missing" (later formulation) — it is unclear here whether 27 dead or 27 missing are
meant. The formulation is inconsistent.

Missing
context

Effect Possible confusion about actual casualty figures.

Finding 3: 1.4 billion euros for Seine renovation

Timestamp ~12:00

Figure: "France has spent 1.4 bn. euros on this."

No contextualisation of whether this is considered efficient or inefficient, no comparison with other
infrastructure projects, no contextualisation of the water quality problems at the 2024 Olympics as
a benchmark for success.

Missing
context

The figure appears as evidence of willingness to invest, without critical contextualisation of the
cost-benefit ratio.

Effect

Summary: The most serious manipulation of figures concerns the asylum statistics: the suggestion of causality
(border controls — decline) without evidence is methodologically problematic. The casualty figures in Texas are
communicated inconsistently. Overall, all figures lack the necessary context for an informed assessment.
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 510

1 2 3 4 5

Association 1: Brandner — "man with the most points of order"

Timestamp ~06:50

Quote "Stephan Brandner wrote the paper. The man with the most points of order.”

Technique: Immediately before the statement, Brandner is introduced exclusively through his negative attribute.
This associates his content (code of conduct) with personal misconduct before he has spoken.

Effect

The recipient is primed to assess Brandner's statements as incredible or hypocritical.

Association 2: AfD — domestic intelligence

Timestamp ~07:00

"Above all, the AfD parliamentary group leadership wants a more measured tone. Probably also
because of the domestic intelligence service."

Quote

Technique: The AfD is associated with the domestic intelligence service without direct cause, suggesting proximity
to positions hostile to the constitution.

The association with the domestic intelligence service discredits the AfD parliamentary group as a
whole, without a specific domestic intelligence finding being cited.

Association 3: "Far-right battle cry Remigration"

Timestamp ~06:30

"The far-right battle cry 'remigration' was removed from the draft."”

Technique: The term is associated with extremism through the double attribution ("far-right" + "battle cry") before its
content is explained.

Any party or person using the term is implicitly associated with far-right extremism.

Source check for persons/terms framed as problematic:

» Brandner: No "conspiracy theorist" label, but discrediting framing. Category: B (borderline case — politically
controversial actors, but no unsubstantiated claims in the broadcast).

» "Remigration": The term is contested in political debate, but not per se unconstitutional (no Federal Constitutional
Court ruling). The broadcast's framing of it as "far-right" is framing, not evidence.

Summary: Guilt-by-association techniques are used in this broadcast exclusively with AfD actors. The association
with points of order, domestic intelligence and "far-right battle cries" creates a consistent negative image that is
not balanced by any comparable technique applied to other parties.
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7. TIMING 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Finding 1: AfD item after Gaza — negative contrast

Position: ~05:30 (after Gaza item with humanitarian context)
Content: AfD caucus retreat with points of order, code of conduct, domestic intelligence association.
The transition from a humanitarian crisis topic (Gaza, deaths, refugees) to an item about AfD

Timing effect border policy and "remigration" creates an implicit contrast: humanitarian suffering here, AfD
demands for border closure there.

Finding 2: Mask affair — placement after AfD item

Position: ~08:00 (immediately after AfD item)
Content: CDU criticism by Greens (mask affair Spahn/Warken).

. Two consecutive items with negative framing for opposition parties (AfD, CDU) without a positive
Timing effect ; X
counterpoint for other parties.

Finding 3: Paris item as positive conclusion before sport

Position: ~10:00 (before sport items)
Content: Positive climate adaptation measure, joy, quality of life.
The Paris item functions as an emotional "brightener" after the negative domestic politics items.

Timing effect The climate framing is introduced positively here, which reinforces the contrast with the absent
climate framing in the Texas item.

Summary: The sequence of items creates a narrative structure: humanitarian crises (Texas, Gaza) — negative
domestic politics (AfD, CDU) — positive outlook (Paris, sport). This structure is not per se manipulative, but the
placement of the AfD item after the Gaza item and the asymmetric climate framing are timing-related amplifiers of
existing framing problems.
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 510

1 2 3 4 5

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage reinforces the finding. Score = degree of outrage (0-5) + selectivity (0—5)

Finding 1: "Far-right battle cry" — selective evaluation

Triggering event: AfD removes "remigration" from strategy paper.
Reaction: "The far-right battle cry 'remigration' was removed from the draft." (~06:30)
In this broadcast, no political terms used by other parties are given comparably negative

Comparison attributes. For example, "climate adaptation measure" (Paris item, ~11:00) is not described as a
"left-green battle cry", even though it is also a politically charged term.

Asymmetry: The selective application of "battle cry" and "far-right" exclusively to AfD terms, and not to politically
charged terms of other parties, is a demonstrable asymmetry.

Finding 2: Weidel-Hitler comparison — selective outrage framing

Triggering event: Weidel compares SPD supporters of an AfD ban procedure with Hitler.
Reaction: "She thus immediately calls the calls for moderation into question again." (~07:15)

Comparable rhetorical lapses by other politicians (e.g. historical NS comparisons by politicians of

R other parties) are not commented on in this broadcast with a comparable editorial conclusion.

Asymmetry: The editorial conclusion ("she thus immediately calls the calls for moderation into question again") is a
value-laden assessment that does not appear in this form for other politicians.

Summary: Selective outrage is methodologically demonstrable in this broadcast: political value-laden terms and
rhetorical lapses are given editorial evaluations exclusively for AfD actors. Comparable events involving other
parties are not treated with an analogous response in this broadcast.
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9. COMPLETENESS 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

The flood disaster on the Guadalupe River in Texas is presented as a humanitarian catastrophe with a focus on
casualty figures and destruction. The item remains largely descriptive and refrains from political contextualisation of
US disaster protection policy. Trump's reaction via Truth Social is briefly mentioned, without assessment of the
adequacy of the state response. Climate change as a possible amplifier of extreme weather events is not addressed
in the Texas item — unlike the Paris item, where it is explicitly introduced.

Share of perspectives covered
Inverted: Original value measures coverage (higher = better). Displayed as deviation (higher = greater gaps).
- [A] Victims and relatives: Personal impact, losses
- [B] Local authorities / disaster protection: Speed of response, early warning systems
- [C] Federal authorities (FEMA): Coordination, resources
- [D] Climate scientists: Link between extreme weather / climate change
- [E] Critics of US disaster protection policy: Structural deficiencies
- [F] Operators of the holiday camp: Safety concepts, responsibility
- [G] Survivors of the holiday camp: Eyewitness accounts
- [H] Hydrologists / river experts: Characteristics of the Guadalupe, water level warning systems
- [I] Residents of the river region: Long-term risk assessment
- [J] Political opposition in the USA: Criticism of Trump's response

[A] INDICATED

Timestamp: ~01:30 — Quote: "Mayor appears shaken: We all have to understand, today will be a hard day for
us." — Assessment: Victim perspective entirely absent, only mayor's statement.

[B] INDICATED

Timestamp: ~01:45 — Quote: "Helpers from across Texas and from federal authorities are searching along the
river for survivors." — Assessment: Response mentioned, early warning system failure not addressed.

[C] INDICATED

Timestamp: ~02:00 — Quote: "He has dispatched the Secretary of Homeland Security to the disaster region." —
Assessment: Only as a side note, no substantive contextualisation.

[D] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Assessment: Climate change as an amplifier of extreme weather events is not mentioned in the
Texas item, even though it is explicitly introduced in the Paris item.

[E] OMITTED
Timestamp: — — Assessment: No criticism of US disaster protection structures or early warning systems.
[F] OMITTED
Timestamp: — — Assessment: Responsibility of the holiday camp operator (choice of location on the riverbank)

not addressed.

[G] OMITTED
Timestamp: — — Assessment: No survivor voices from the camp.

Prasident: Schlapfer, David - Kontakt: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Adresse: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Ziirich 1
Seite 14



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

[H] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Assessment: Hydrological contextualisation entirely absent.
[I] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Assessment: Long-term risk assessment for residents not addressed.
[J] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Assessment: Political criticism of Trump's response entirely absent.

Completeness score: 3/10

Rationale: The Texas item remains at a descriptive level (casualty figures, images of destruction, mayor's
statement) and refrains from structural, scientific and political contextualisation. Seven out of ten relevant
perspectives are entirely omitted. The asymmetric climate framing is notable: in the Paris item, climate change is
explicitly addressed; in the Texas item, it is not.
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Soft facts — 6 qualitative techniques

10. FRAMING (setting the frame) 5/10

1 2 3 4 5

Finding 1: Asymmetric climate framing

Timestamp ~10:30 (Paris item)

"In view of climate change, the bathing sites have a serious background"/ "We are adapting to
climate change, intense heat, so that one can swim in the river — a climate adaptation measure."

Quote

Climate change is explicitly introduced as a frame in the Paris item, but is entirely absent from the

LT UE L Texas item (extreme weather event with 27 deaths).

The selective climate framing suggests that climate change is relevant for positive adaptation
measures, but not for US disasters. This creates an inconsistent worldview and could be
interpreted as a politically motivated selection.

Why
problematic

Finding 2: AfD framing through battle-cry labelling

Timestamp ~06:30
Quote "The far-right battle cry 'remigration’ was removed from the draft."”

The term "remigration" is framed as "far-right" without this classification being substantiated or
Manipulation contextualised. The Federal Constitutional Court has not classified the term as unconstitutional;
the classification as "far-right" is a political value judgement, not a statement of fact.

The broadcast adopts a political value judgement as fact and thereby frames the AfD caucus
retreat negatively from the outset, without making comparable value judgements about other
parties.

Why
problematic

Finding 3: Gaza framing — asymmetry between Hamas and Israel

Timestamp ~03:00

"The terrorist organisation Hamas has apparently agreed in principle to the US proposal for a
ceasefire" / "The attacks by the Israeli army: intensified once more."

Hamas is consistently referred to as a "terrorist organisation" (correct legal classification), while
Israeli military actions are presented without a comparable value judgement. A Palestinian civilian
wishes for "not a ceasefire, but an end to the war" — this voice stands without an Israeli civilian
voice.

Manipulation

The selection of a single civilian voice (Palestinian) without an Israeli counterpart (e.g. relatives of
hostages) creates a one-sided emotional picture, even if the factual classification of Hamas is
correct.

Why
problematic
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Finding 4: Netanyahu framing
Timestamp ~04:30

"Netanyahu feels strengthened by the success against Iran. Possibly strong enough to end the
Quote . , , . ) ” "
war in Gaza as well, against the will of his far-right coalition partners.

Netanyahu's coalition partners are described as "far-right". This is a political value judgement that
is presented as fact without a source reference or contextualisation.

Manipulation

Why Comparable value judgements about left-wing coalition partners in other countries are not found in
problematic the broadcast, creating an asymmetry in political language.

Summary: The framing of the broadcast shows a consistent asymmetry: climate change is introduced selectively,
political value-laden terms ("far-right", "battle cry") are presented as facts without evidence for certain actors, while
comparable value judgements for other actors are absent.
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11. CHOICE OF WORDS AND TERMS 510

1 2 3 4 5

Finding 1: "Far-right battle cry"

Timestamp ~06:30
Quote "The far-right battle cry 'remigration' was removed from the draft."”

Double negative connotation through the combination of "far-right" and "battle cry" — both are

LRGP E T value judgements, not statements of fact.

Why Neutral alternative: "The term 'remigration’, which is contested in political debate, was removed
problematic from the draft." The chosen formulation adopts a political framing as journalistic fact.

Finding 2: "Far-right coalition partners"

Timestamp ~04:30
Quote "against the will of his far-right coalition partners"

"Far-right" as an attribute for Israeli governing parties (presumably referring to Ben-Gvir/Smotrich

LEGITPTETE parties) is presented as fact without a source reference.

Why Neutral alternative: "his nationalist-religious coalition partners" or "his right-wing coalition
problematic partners". The use of "far-right" is a political value judgement that requires justification.

Finding 3: "Shaken" (mayor of Texas)

Timestamp ~01:30
Quote "The mayor appears shaken."
Manipulation Emotional attribution by the presenter, which primes the reception of the subsequent statement.

Why Neutral alternative: "The mayor states:" — The advance characterisation as "shaken" is an
problematic interpretive framing.

Finding 4: "Bitterly hard-won victory" (Women's Euro)

Timestamp ~13:00
Quote "It was a bitterly hard-won victory."

Emotional value judgement by the interviewee (coach/player), which is adopted as journalistic
framing.

Manipulation

Why This is a direct quote, which is correctly identified as such — not a serious finding, but an example
problematic of emotional language in the broadcast.
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Finding 5: "Probably also because of the domestic intelligence service"

Timestamp ~07:00

"Above all, the AfD parliamentary group leadership wants a more measured tone. Probably also

el because of the domestic intelligence service."

The conjunction "probably also" suggests a motivation (domestic intelligence surveillance as a
Manipulation driver of moderation) that is not substantiated. This is speculation presented as journalistic
assessment.

Neutral alternative: "The parliamentary group leadership did not state the reasons for the aspired
more measured tone." The formulation implies that the AfD is acting for tactical, not substantive,
reasons.

Why
problematic

Summary: The choice of words shows a systematic asymmetry: political value-laden terms ("far-right", "battle cry")
are presented as facts without evidence for the AfD and Israeli coalition partners, while comparable value
judgements for other political actors are absent. Speculation is hedged by "probably”, but is nonetheless put
forward as journalistic assessment.
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12. PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR 510

1 2 3 4 5

Note: Tagesschau presenters read from autocue; linguistic colouring and emphases are assessed.

Finding 1: Discrediting contextualisation before Brandner statement

Timestamp ~06:50

Triggering event: Announcement of Brandner's statement on the code of conduct.

Quote "Stephan Brandner wrote the paper. The man with the most points of order."

When announcing the Greens politician Dahmen (~08:00), no comparably discrediting context is
Comparison introduced (no mention of mistakes, scandals or negative attributes). When announcing Weidel
and Chrupalla (~05:30), a comparable personal discrediting is also absent.

Asymmetry: The introduction of Brandner exclusively through his negative attribute ("most points of order")
immediately before his statement is a discrediting framing that is not applied to other politicians in the broadcast.
This is an asymmetric presenting practice.

Finding 2: Speculative attribution of motivation (AfD)

Triggering event: Description of the aspired more measured tone of the AfD parliamentary group leadership.

"Above all, the AfD parliamentary group leadership wants a more measured tone. Probably also
because of the domestic intelligence service."

Quote

In this broadcast, no speculative attributions of motivation are made for other parties (e.g. no

(e speculation about the motives of the Greens in the mask affair demand).

Asymmetry: The formulation "probably also because of the domestic intelligence service" is an unsubstantiated
speculation about motives that is applied exclusively to the AfD.

Finding 3: Weidel-Hitler comparison — missing contextualisation

Timestamp ~07:15
Triggering event: Report on Weidel's comparison of SPD supporters of an AfD ban procedure with Hitler.

"But Weidel today compares SPD supporters of an AfD ban procedure with Hitler. She thus
immediately calls the calls for moderation into question again."

The report mentions the comparison without contextualising or elaborating on it. The concluding
Comparison value judgement ("calls the calls for moderation into question again") is an editorial conclusion, not
a statement of fact.

Asymmetry: The editorial conclusion at the end of the AfD item ("calls the calls for moderation into question again")
is a value-laden summary that does not appear in this form in items about other parties.
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Summary: The presenter behaviour shows an asymmetric treatment of the AfD: discrediting contextualisations,
speculative attributions of motivation and value-laden conclusions are used exclusively for AfD actors, not for
other parties. This is methodologically demonstrable through comparison with the treatment of the Greens
politician Dahmen in the same item.
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 510

1 2 3 4 5

Note: Tagesschau has few live interviews — the selection of inserts and statements is assessed.

Asymmetry 1: Statement selection in the AfD item

Timestamp ~06:30-07:15
In the AfD item, two statements are selected: (1) Weidel/Chrupalla on demands (factual), (2) Brandner on rejection
of moderation (confrontational). The Brandner statement is framed discreditingly through the introduction as "man
with the most points of order". A statement presenting the substantive work of the AfD parliamentary group
positively is not selected.

Asymmetry 2: Insert selection Gaza

Timestamp ~03:30

A Palestinian civilian speaks ("l wish for not a ceasefire, but an end to the war"). No Israeli civilian (e.g. relatives of
hostages) is quoted. Trump's statement is framed as optimistic ("I am very optimistic"), without critical
contextualisation.

Asymmetry 3: Mask affair — only prosecution, no defence

Exclusively Greens politician Dahmen speaks. No CDU statement, no Warken response, no independent
commentary.

Summary: The statement selection shows a systematic asymmetry: confrontational statements are preferred for
the AfD, and exclusively prosecution statements without counter-representation for the CDU. In the Gaza item, the
Israeli civilian perspective is absent. These patterns are methodologically demonstrable through comparison of the

selection logic.
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14. FALSE BALANCE 8/10

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Finding 1: Mask affair — no balance present

In the mask affair item, exclusively the prosecution perspective (Greens, Left) is presented. A CDU counter-
statement is entirely absent. This is not a case of false balance (artificial equalisation of unequal positions), but of
absent balance altogether — which is more serious.

Finding 2: Gaza — apparent balance through asymmetric selection

Timestamp ~03:00-04:30

The item presents several perspectives (Hamas, Israel, Trump, Palestinian civilian), thereby creating an impression
of balance. In reality, however, the Israeli civilian perspective (relatives of hostages) is absent, while the Palestinian
civilian perspective is represented. The apparent multi-perspectivity conceals the actual asymmetry.

Finding 3: AfD item — no counter-voice to the criticism

The AfD item contains exclusively critical framings (points of order, domestic intelligence, battle cry, Hitler
comparison). A voice that factually contextualises the parliamentary work of the AfD or emphasises the democratic
legitimacy of the parliamentary group is entirely absent.

Summary: The broadcast suffers less from false balance (artificial equalisation) than from absent balance: in the
mask affair and the AfD item, the counter-perspective is entirely absent. In the Gaza item, a balance is suggested
through apparent multi-perspectivity that is not actually present.
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 510

1 2 3 4 5

Finding 1: AfD as main domestic political topic

Agenda element set: The AfD caucus retreat is set as the most important domestic political topic (longest domestic
politics item, ~2:00 min.).

Timestamp ~05:30

Evidence: "The leaders Weidel and Chrupalla want to ensure that the AfD parliamentary group in the Bundestag
presents a united front."

Alternative agenda: Coalition negotiations or the work of the governing parties, budget debate, other parliamentary
initiatives could have been set as the main domestic political topic.

Finding 2: Climate change as frame for Paris, not for Texas
Agenda element set: Climate change is set as the frame for the Paris item, not for the Texas item.

Timestamp ~10:30 (Paris) vs. ~01:00 (Texas)
Evidence: "In view of climate change, the bathing sites have a serious background" (Paris) — no analogous
statement for Texas.

Alternative agenda: A consistent climate framing would have placed both events (extreme weather Texas, climate
adaptation Paris) in a common context.

Finding 3: Mask affair as CDU topic

Agenda element set: The mask affair is set as a current CDU topic, even though it dates from the 2020/21
legislative period.

Evidence: "Following new allegations against former Health Minister Spahn in the mask affair, the Greens and the
Left are calling for a parliamentary inquiry committee."

Alternative agenda: Current health policy of the new government, assessment of Health Minister Warken by
independent experts.

Summary: The agenda-setting of the broadcast prioritises the AfD as the main domestic political topic (negatively
framed), sets climate change selectively as a frame (positively for Paris, absent for Texas) and reactivates the
mask affair as a CDU topic. These agenda decisions follow a recognisable pattern that favours or disadvantages
certain political actors.

Prasident: Schlapfer, David - Kontakt: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Adresse: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Ziirich 1
Seite 24



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Association suisse pour une information équilibrée

. Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
Z Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS

Party evaluation table

Party Score (- | Concrete evidence (timestamp + brief quote)

5..+5)

CDhu/CsuU -1 Mask affair: "She had the report on overpriced mask purchases redacted on a large
scale to protect her party colleague" — allegation against Warken (CDU) presented
without CDU/CSU counter-statement; programme position on reducing
bureaucracy/government responsibility not contextualised — slightly distorted
through one-sided presentation

SPD -1 "Weidel today compares SPD supporters of an AfD ban procedure with Hitler" —
SPD position on the ban procedure is mentioned only as the occasion for Weidel's
reaction, no independent presentation of the SPD programme position —
omitted/marginalised

Greens +1 "Greens and Left call for a parliamentary inquiry committee" — Greens health expert
Dahmen is quoted by name, position clearly presented; corresponds to the Greens'
stance on transparency and oversight — largely correct

FDP 0 Party not mentioned in this broadcast — not in broadcast

AfD -1 Caucus retreat is reported, core demands (border policy, tax cuts) correctly named.
However: label "far-right" applied to the term "remigration" without source reference
("The far-right battle cry 'remigration™); Weidel-Hitler comparison is mentioned, but
the context (who exactly, which statement) remains vague — slightly distorted
through editorial value judgement

BSW 0 Party not mentioned in this broadcast — not in broadcast

Left 0 Only brief mention: "Greens and Left call for a parliamentary inquiry committee" — no
substantive presentation of programme positions, purely an action report — not
substantively presented

Free Voters 0 Party not mentioned in this broadcast — not in broadcast

Party bias summary

* Most accurate portrayal: Greens, score +1
» Strongest distortion: AfD, score -1 (editorial value judgement through battle-cry label without source reference)
» Average deviation: 0.5 (only parties with mentions counted: CDU/CSU, SPD, Greens, AfD, Left)

» Conclusion: The broadcast contains little in-depth presentation of party programme positions — the news
character dominates. The most notable editorial value judgement is the uncommented use of the label "far-right"
for the term "remigration" in the AfD report, which constitutes a journalistic classification that is not identified as
such. The CDU/CSU portrayal suffers from the absence of a counter-statement in the mask affair. Overall, the
distortions are moderate and thematically limited.
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CHAPTER 4 — LEGAL CLASSIFICATION (§26 MStV / ARD State Treaty)

Assessment pursuant to §26 MStV

Irregularity 1: Editorial value judgement without identification
Norm: §26 para. 1 MStV — requirement of freedom of opinion and separation of news and commentary —

Facts: The formulation "The far-right battle cry 'remigration™ constitutes a normative classification that is not identified
as commentary or assessment, but is embedded in the news flow.

Evidence: AfD report, caucus retreat — "The far-right battle cry 'remigration' was removed from the draft."

Assessment: The adjective "far-right" is a political qualification that — even if it may be shared by domestic
intelligence authorities — can constitute a violation of the separation requirement of §26 para. 1 MStV in a news
context without a source reference or identification as opinion. A clear violation is not necessarily present, since
domestic intelligence classifications can serve as a factual basis; however, the absence of a source reference is
journalistically problematic.

Irregularity 2: One-sided presentation in the mask affair
Norm: §26 para. 1 MStV in conjunction with the requirement of balance —

Facts: Serious allegations against Health Minister Warken (CDU) and former minister Spahn are presented without a
statement from those affected or from CDU/CSU.

Evidence: "He also raises serious allegations against the current Health Minister Warken (CDU). She is said to have
had the report on overpriced mask purchases redacted on a large scale to protect her party colleague."

Assessment: In the context of a short news broadcast, a complete counter-statement is not always realisable; the
subjunctive ("is said to have") is used correctly and signals the source-bound nature of the statement. A formal
violation of §26 MStV is therefore borderline, but not unambiguously present.

No serious violation discernible with regard to §26 para. 2 MStV (prohibition on influencing public opinion in a manner
contrary to the overall mandate).

Overall assessment §26 MStV

The broadcast moves overall within the legally permissible range pursuant to §26 MStV and the ARD State Treaty.
The identified irregularities — in particular the uncommented normative qualification of the term "remigration" as "far-
right" — do not constitute unambiguous legal violations, but do touch on the separation requirement of news and
opinion pursuant to §26 para. 1 MStV. Under the ARD programme guidelines (section 3.2, objectivity and balance), a
source reference or identification as editorial assessment would have been required. The mask affair reporting
correctly uses the subjunctive, but remains one-sided; this is formally tolerable within the framework of a 15-minute
news broadcast, but does not correspond to the ideal of internal pluralism that the public broadcasting mandate
pursuant to §26 MStV aspires to.
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Individual scores — all 15 criteria

Score Classification

No. ‘ Criterion

1

© 0o N o O »~ w N

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8)

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14)

EXPERT SELECTION
SOURCE SELECTION

TIME DISTRIBUTION
OMISSION (Selective Omission)
MANIPULATION OF FIGURES
GUILT BY ASSOCIATION
TIMING

SELECTIVE OUTRAGE
COMPLETENESS

FRAMING (setting the frame)
CHOICE OF WORDS AND TERMS
PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION ASYMMETRY
FALSE BALANCE
AGENDA-SETTING

OVERALL SCORE 5.7/10

5.8/10

5.5/10

6 YY)
eoo
eoe
eoo
YY)
eoe
eoe
eoe
YY)
eoe
eoe
eoe
eoe

g 0 O o0 o0 OO0 N OO O N oo o o

Considerable bias

Considerable bias

Considerable bias

Averaged from hard facts and soft facts
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KEY — Meaning of the scores

Individual scores per criterion (0—-10)

0 No finding

1-2 Weak finding

34 finding

Moderate finding

Slight to moderate

5 with relevance of

effect

6 Considerable finding

(threshold)

7 Considerable finding

8-9

Serious finding

No relevant irregularity identified.
Minor irregularity without material impairment of balance.

Recognisable tendency; relevance of effect low to moderate.

Relevant bias that influences the opinion-forming potential of the audience.

Scores from 6 onwards are reported as "considerable findings".

Clear, well-substantiated bias with marked relevance of effect.

Pronounced bias; multiple substantiable individual findings in this criterion.

10 Maximum expression Systematic, pervasive bias in this criterion.

Aggregated deviation index — interpretation ranges

0.0-2.5
26-4.0
41-6.0
6.1-8.0
8.1-10

Unremarkable

Slight bias

Considerable bias

Serious deviation from
the requirement of
balance. High degree
of deviation

Fundamental systemic
one-sidedness. Very
high degree of bias

Party-political bias (-5 to +5)

No material patterns discernible; broadcast complies with the
requirement of factual accuracy.

Isolated irregularities; statistically visible, but still within the tolerance
range.

Multiple considerable findings; relevant impairment of diversity of
perspectives.

Pronounced, broadcast-wide patterns; high relevance of effect.

Maximum expression across almost all criteria; systematically one-sided
reporting.

-5to -3

-2 to -1
0

+1 to +2

+3 to +5
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Strongly
disadvantaged

Slightly disadvantaged
Neutral
Slightly favoured

Strongly favoured

Party is clearly treated worse in portrayal, airtime or framing.

Recognisable, but weak disadvantage.
No discernible preference or disadvantage.
Recognisable, but weak preference.

Party is clearly treated better in portrayal, airtime or framing.
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Legal and methodological classification

No finding of fact

No legal ruling

No proof of causality

No finding of intent

Heuristic
comparison
instrument

The results presented do not constitute findings of fact about individual persons, editorial
teams or broadcasts. They are to be understood as the result of a standardised
operationalisation, not as a determination of individual responsibility.

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment within the meaning of
§26 MStV. The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates statutory
requirements is the exclusive responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular
media authorities).

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial
intentions. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news situation, political
controversy or format logic.

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7
means that a considerable bias has been identified — not that the editorial team intended
this. The methodology makes no statements about motives or strategic objectives.

The index serves the comparative identification of patterns across thousands of
broadcasts, not the precise metric measurement of individual items. Threshold values
serve heuristic orientation, not sharp legal qualification.
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APPENDIX: CANTONAL LEGISLATION

Legal basis Germany — ARD, ZDF

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

Law
Interstate Media Treaty (MStV, 2020)

Relevant articles

» §26 para. 1 MStV: Public broadcasting institutions shall provide in their offerings a comprehensive overview of
international, European, national and regional events in all essential areas of life. In doing so, they shall promote
international understanding, European integration and social cohesion in the Federation and the Lander. Their
offerings shall serve education, information, advice and entertainment. They shall offer contributions in particular
to culture. Entertainment shall correspond to a public broadcasting offering profile.

» §5 para. 1 ZDF State Treaty: Obligation to objectivity and impartiality of reporting, consideration of diversity of
opinion.
* ARD State Treaty: Basic service mandate with objectivity and impartiality.

Core obligations

1. Diversity of opinion (internal pluralism): All relevant perspectives must be represented in the overall
programme

2. Objectivity and balance: Presenters must treat guests to the same standards

3. Contribution to opinion formation: The audience must receive sufficient information for independent opinion
formation

Supervisory authority

» Broadcasting councils of the regional broadcasting institutions: Supervision of ARD institutions (BR, WDR, NDR,
etc.)

« ZDF Television Council (§19 ZDF State Treaty): Supervision of ZDF programme
* Legal supervision: Respective federal state (ZDF: Rhineland-Palatinate)

Complaints procedure

1. Programme complaint to the competent broadcasting council or ZDF Television Council
2. Administrative court action
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APPENDIX 2: SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATIONS
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Evaluations and membership at SVFAB

At SVFAB.ch you not only receive further detailed evaluations, but can also have them produced for any broadcasts of your
choice (we charge for this).

In order to make our work solid, we depend on membership and patron contributions.

Contact and further information:
www.SVFAB.ch | Kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Bank details: PostFinance — POFICHBE
IBAN: CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1
Recipient: SVFAB, P.O. Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1
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You can obtain the following books from SVFAB

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch

Unbalanced Reporting is the response to the halving initiative in
Switzerland: here the manipulation techniques are explained in detail,
starting with the selection of staff and source selection.Subsequently,
15 principles are explained: omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt
by association, emotionalisation, context removal and many more,
illustrated with many examples. In addition, it becomes apparent
where we ourselves apply these techniques — this promotes not only
insight but also empathy.

Optionally the book comes with playing cards

Also available as audiobook

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else
has written the script.

Those who do not know this deliver material. Good quotes that are cut
incorrectly. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context.
Honest answers that are framed as confessions.

This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox — for everyone
who has a microphone in front of their face and wants to know what
they can do about it. 7 chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is.
The 7 most common traps. The three basic principles of sovereignty
— anchoring, reframing, setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour.
Body and voice. What to do when things go wrong. And what counts
after the interview.

For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for
everyone who is exposed and wants to understand how the game
works. So that they stop playing along — and start shaping it.

In A5. Direct. For preparation, for reference, for follow-up and in
difficult situations
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You think you see the world.In reality you see the frame that
someone has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most
elegant manipulation technique in the world. It does not change the
facts — it changes what we make of the facts. How we feel. What we
believe. How we decide. And it works — because we all participate.
Daily. Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry textbook. Itis a
workbook — playful, direct, full of examples from real life. You learn
not only how others frame you. You learn how you yourself frame —
and how you can use it consciously and fairly.

Because those who understand framing see the world more clearly.
Listen to the news differently. Conduct conversations with greater
confidence. And can no longer so easily have a frame imposed on
them that someone else has chosen.

With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and
everyday life — and the occasional smile.

Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything.
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. Ein, praxisorientiertes Lehrbuch 5
S ——
— David Schlapfer

. The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from
DAS UBI- every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can lodge a
BESCHWERDESYSTEM complaint. There is even an authority for this: the IGAC, the
hing e BB AAN R o5 Independent Complaints Authority for Radio and Television.
Only: itis not independent. It has no sanctioning powers. And in
99.6% of all cases it decides: nothing.
This analysis lays bare the system — factually, precisely, without
polemic. Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal
recourse. And the constitutional law review that shows: the IGAC
system meets none of the three fundamental criteria — it is not
appropriate, not based on separation of powers, not market-based.
The authority that is supposed to protect citizens protects above all
the system it was supposed to control.
Essential reading for everyone considering a complaint — and for
everyone who wants to understand why genuine media oversight in
Switzerland is still outstanding.
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