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DE DETAILED ANALYSIS 

2025-08-17_tagesschau_2000_Uhr_17082025 

Broadcast: Tagesschau  |  2025-08-17  |  Analysed on: 2026-05-01 13:07 

Version 2.5-detail  |  K5+K13  |  Konverter 3.3 (2026-05-14)  |  Massstab: §26 MStV 

 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

5.7/10 Considerable imbalance 

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly one-sided/manipulative 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Classification according to Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each 
party is rated on a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 

Party Linke Greens SPD BSW CDU/CSU FDP Freie W. AfD 

CHES 1.23 2.28 3.41 3.78 6.23 6.54 6.77 9.10 

Spectrum Left Left Left Left Right Right Right Right 

 

The overall tendency is displayed on a 0–10 scale (0 = strongly favouring the left, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly 
favouring the right). The calculation is based on the difference in the average favouring of left vs. right parties 
(grouping according to CHES 2024). 

TENDENCY (L − R) 4.8 / 10 Balanced 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

← Left Right → 

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center 

 

This section serves for political classification and does not feed into the overall score. 

 

 

BROADCAST INFO AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK 

 

Broadcast data 

•  Date: 17.08.2025 

•  Presenter: Jens Riewa 

•  Segment overview: 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/
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Segment Topic Duration (approx.) Classification 

1 Ukraine war: European 
delegation travels to 
Washington with Zelensky 

approx. 4:30 min. Foreign policy / Main topic 

2 ARD summer interview: 
Linke leader van Aken 
(Ukraine, taxes, 
chancellorship ambitions) 

approx. 2:30 min. Domestic politics / Party 
politics 

3 Israel/Gaza: Protests for 
ceasefire and release of 
hostages 

approx. 2:00 min. Foreign policy / Conflict 

4 Wildfires in Spain and 
Portugal 

approx. 2:00 min. Natural disaster / Europe 

5 DFB Cup: First round 
results 

approx. 0:45 min. Sport 

6 Hockey European 
Championship: German 
women lose final against 
the Netherlands 

approx. 1:00 min. Sport 

7 Weather forecast approx. 0:45 min. Service 

8 Preview tagesthemen approx. 0:20 min. Programme note 

 

Main topic of this edition 

The imminent trip of senior European politicians together with Ukrainian President Zelensky to the White House 
dominates the broadcast as the central foreign policy event. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Hard facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically robust 

 

1. EXPERT SELECTION 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Expert 1: Tina Hassel (ARD correspondent Brussels) 

Timestamp 
02:00 — Statement: *"Because otherwise time only plays into Putin's hands."* — Classification: 
ARD's own correspondent; not an external expert, but an editorial staff member. 

Missing 
counter-voice 

Independent foreign policy analyst with a differing assessment of the negotiation dynamics. 

 

Source in-depth check: 

(a) FUNDING: ARD/NDR — public broadcaster, GEZ-funded. Structural conflict of interest: dependence on political 
goodwill and legitimation of broadcasting fees through government approval. 

(b) MANDATE: Correspondents have a mandate to report, not to conduct political analysis. The formulation "time 
only plays into Putin's hands" exceeds the journalistic duty of neutrality. 

•  Conflict of interest present? INDIRECT (institutional proximity to the political class) 

•  Personal risk through position? NO 

•  Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? INDIRECT (conformity with the government line secures 
legitimation) 

•  Result: MEDIUM 

(c) SUBJECT EXPERTISE: The assessment is framed as journalistic analysis, but is a political value judgement 
without citation of sources. → Technique No. 12 (source selection) applies. 

Expert 2: Anonymous "political observer" 

Timestamp 
06:00 — Statement: *"The worst outcome would be that Trump rejects Zelensky and Europe. 
Sides with Putin — he's already close to doing so."* — Classification: Completely anonymous; no 
qualification, no institution, no verifiability. 

Missing 
counter-voice 

Political observer with a more positive assessment of Trump-Ukraine relations. 

 

Source in-depth check: 

(a) FUNDING: Not determinable — anonymous. 

(b) MANDATE: Not determinable. 

•  Conflict of interest present? NOT VERIFIABLE 

•  Personal risk through position? NO (anonymity) 

•  Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? NOT VERIFIABLE 

•  Result: LOW (anonymity prevents verification) 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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(c) SUBJECT EXPERTISE: The statement is framed as expert assessment, but is an unverifiable political value 
judgement. → Technique No. 12 applies. 

Expert 3: US Secretary of State Marco Rubio (statement) 

Timestamp 
05:45 — Statement: *"We are far from a peace agreement."* — Classification: Political actor, not a 
neutral expert; statement from a TV interview. 

Missing 
counter-voice 

European foreign policy official with a differing assessment of the state of negotiations. 

 

Source in-depth check: 

(a) FUNDING: US government — state. 

(b) MANDATE: Secretary of State has a political mandate, no obligation to provide neutral assessments. 

•  Conflict of interest present? YES (political actor) 

•  Personal risk through position? YES (political responsibility) 

•  Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? YES (negotiating position) 

•  Result: LOW as a neutral expert; HIGH as a primary source for the US position. 

(c) SUBJECT EXPERTISE: Rubio is correctly introduced as Secretary of State, but his statement on sanctions is 
not contextualised by a counter-voice. 

Missing expert groups: 

•  Independent peace and conflict researchers (HSFK, SIPRI, BICC) 

•  International law experts on security guarantees and Article 5 analogies 

•  Russia experts with insight into Moscow's negotiating position 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check) 

 

Source 1: Anonymous "political observer" 

Timestamp 06:00 — Statement: *"The worst outcome would be that Trump rejects Zelensky and Europe."* 

(a) Funding and sponsorship: Not determinable — complete anonymity. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Not verifiable; anonymity prevents any verification. 

(c) Is a source missing that would substantiate a counter-view? YES — a political observer who classifies Trump's 
negotiating approach as a legitimate strategy is entirely absent. 

Missing 
counter-source 

Named foreign policy expert with a differentiated assessment of Trump. 

 

Source 2: Tina Hassel (ARD correspondent) 

Timestamp 02:00–03:00 — Statement: *"Because otherwise time only plays into Putin's hands."* 

(a) Funding: ARD/NDR, public broadcaster, GEZ-funded. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Institutional proximity to the political class; dependence on accreditations and 
access to informants. 

(c) Is a source missing that would substantiate a counter-view? YES — an analyst who argues that a swift ceasefire 
without full security guarantees could also be in Ukraine's interest. 

Missing 
counter-source 

Independent peace researcher. 

 

Source 3: Van Aken (Linke leader) — summer interview clips 

Timestamp 07:30–08:45 — Statements on Ukraine, taxes, chancellorship ambitions. 

(a) Funding: Linkspartei — political party. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Political actor with a personal interest in raising his profile. 

(c) Is a source missing that would substantiate a counter-view? YES — representatives of other opposition parties 
(AfD, BSW, FDP) on the same topics are entirely absent. 

Missing 
counter-source 

Economist on the wealth tax debate; representatives of other parties. 

 

Source 4: Michal Brody-Bareket (Israeli demonstrator) 

Timestamp 09:05 — Statement: *"The government of blood is killing us all."* 

(a) Funding: Private individual. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Mother of soldiers; personally affected; no neutral perspective. 

(c) Is a source missing that would substantiate a counter-view? YES — Israeli government representative on the 
justification of the military strategy; Palestinian civilian voice. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

Präsident: Schläpfer, David  -  Kontakt:   kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Adresse:    SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
Seite 6 

 

Missing 
counter-source 

Israeli security expert on military strategy. 

 

Summary: In the Ukraine complex, the source selection is limited to Western European government 
representatives and ARD's own correspondents. Anonymous sources are used for the most critical statements 
(Trump-Putin association), which prevents journalistic verification. In the Israel complex, protesters and 
Netanyahu dominate; Palestinian civilian voices and Israeli security experts are absent. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Segment duration per political direction/topic: 

•  Ukraine/Europe (pro-Western position): approx. 5:30 min. (approx. 37%) 

•  Ukraine/USA (Trump administration): approx. 1:00 min. (approx. 7%) 

•  Ukraine/Russia: 0 min. (0%) 

•  Domestic politics (van Aken/Linke): approx. 2:30 min. (approx. 17%) 

•  Israel/Gaza: approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%) 

•  Wildfires Spain/Portugal: approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%) 

•  Sport: approx. 1:45 min. (approx. 12%) 

•  Weather/Preview: approx. 1:05 min. (approx. 7%) 

Note on domestic political time distribution: 

•  Linke (van Aken): approx. 2:30 min. 

•  SPD (Klingbeil, briefly mentioned): approx. 0:20 min. 

•  CDU/CSU, Greens, FDP, AfD, BSW: 0 min. 

Summary: In the Ukraine complex, the time distribution is strongly asymmetric in favour of the Western European 
position (37% vs. 0% for the Russian perspective). In domestic politics, the Linke receives a disproportionately 
large share of airtime (approx. 2:30 min.) compared to other opposition parties (0 min.). This may be conditioned 
by the ARD summer interview format, but the selection of van Aken as the sole domestic political voice is an 
editorial decision. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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4. OMISSION (Selective Omission) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Omission 1: 

Context 

Russia's negotiating position and conditions for a ceasefire — Relevant at: 00:15–07:00 — Effect: 
The entire Ukraine block () treats the conflict exclusively from a Western-Ukrainian perspective. 
Russia appears as a passive disruptive factor, not as a negotiating partner with its own positions. 
Viewers receive no picture of what Russia demands and why negotiations have so far failed. 

 

Omission 2: 

Context 
Critical voices on Western arms delivery policy — Relevant at: 01:00 — Effect: The question of 
whether arms deliveries prolong or shorten the war is contested in peace research. This debate is 
entirely absent, even though it would be central to contextualising the European delegation. 

 

Omission 3: 

Context 

Outcome of the Trump-Putin summit — Relevant at: 00:45 — Quote: *"After Trump's summit 
meeting with Putin"* — Effect: The summit is mentioned, but its contents and outcomes are not 
presented. Viewers do not learn what Trump and Putin agreed — even though this is the 
immediate trigger for the European trip. 

 

Omission 4: 

Context 

Hamas's position on negotiations and hostages (Israel segment) — Relevant at: 09:00–10:30 — 
Effect: In the Israel segment, Hamas is mentioned as a hostage-taker, but its negotiating position 
and conditions for an agreement are not presented. Netanyahu's position is quoted, Hamas's 
position is not. 

 

Omission 5: 

Context 

Economic consequences of defence spending for the German federal budget — Relevant at: 
07:30 (van Aken / budget gaps) — Effect: Van Aken's statements on tax increases are presented 
in the context of "billion-euro gaps in the federal budget," without establishing the connection to 
the massively increased defence expenditure. 

 

Summary: The selective omissions systematically concern perspectives that could call the Western support policy 
into question. Russia's negotiating position, critical voices on arms delivery policy and the content of the Trump-
Putin summit are entirely absent — even though they would be central to understanding the broadcast's events. 

 

Missing voices 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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•  Russian Foreign Ministry / Kremlin spokesperson: Would have presented the Russian negotiating position and the 
conditions for a ceasefire from the Russian perspective. 

•  Peace researchers (e.g. HSFK Frankfurt, SIPRI Stockholm): Would have provided a scientific contextualisation of 
the negotiation dynamics and conditions for sustainable ceasefires. 

•  Realpolitik foreign policy experts (e.g. John Mearsheimer school, Jeffrey Sachs): Would have raised the question 
of whether Western arms deliveries prolong the war. 

•  Ukrainian civil society from occupied territories: Would have brought in the perspective on possible territorial 
concessions from those affected. 

•  Economists on defence spending: Would have contextualised the fiscal consequences of European rearmament 
for budgets and social services. 

•  Representatives of neutral mediating states (Turkey, India, UAE): Would have presented alternative negotiation 
formats and mediation approaches. 

•  Russian opposition voices in exile: Would have shed light on the domestic political dimension of the war for the 
Russian population. 

•  International law experts on security guarantees: Would have contextualised the legal significance and historical 
precedents of Article 5-like guarantees. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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5. NUMBERS MANIPULATION 4/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Complete figures include: absolute value, share (%) and trend 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 

11:30 — Figure: *"more than 1,150 square kilometres"* (destroyed by fires in Spain/Portugal) — 
Missing context: No contextualisation in historical comparative values (e.g. fire areas in previous 
years), no indication of the total share of the forest area of the affected regions — Effect: The 
absolute figure appears dramatic without viewers being able to assess whether this is exceptional 
or comparable to previous years. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 

11:45 — Figure: *"more than 4,000 firefighters deployed"* (Portugal) — Missing context: No 
indication of whether this is the total available capacity, whether EU assistance has already 
arrived or what resources are still lacking — Effect: The figure appears impressive but gives no 
indication of the actual development of the situation. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 

08:00 — Figure: *"billion-euro gaps in the federal budget"* — Missing context: No concrete figure, 
no contextualisation within the overall budget, no reference to the connection with increased 
defence expenditure — Effect: The vague formulation "billion-euro gaps" creates urgency without 
substance and serves as context for van Aken's demands for tax increases. 

 

Summary: In this broadcast, figures are either presented without historical comparative context (fires) or 
deliberately kept vague (budget gaps). In no case are figures embedded in such a way that viewers could form an 
independent assessment. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 4/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Association 1: 

Timestamp 06:00 

Quote *"Sides with Putin — he's already close to doing so."* 

Technique: Trump is associated with Putin by an anonymous "political observer." The formulation "he's already 
close to doing so" implies that Trump has already chosen a morally reprehensible side. 

Effect 
Viewers are conditioned to interpret Trump's willingness to negotiate with Putin as a betrayal of 
Western values, not as a diplomatic strategy. 

 

Association 2: 

Timestamp 09:15 

Quote *"The far-right Finance Minister Smotrich claims the strike only plays into Hamas's hands."* 

Technique: Smotrich's statement is discredited by the prefixed attribute "far-right" before his argument is even 
presented. Furthermore, the verb "claims" is used instead of "says" or "explains," which frames the statement as 
implausible. 

Effect 
Viewers are led to reject Smotrich's argument on the basis of his political classification rather than 
examining it on its merits. 

 

For the persons classified as political: 

Smotrich: 

•  Works with verifiable primary sources? NOT EXAMINED IN THE BROADCAST 

•  Are his core statements falsifiable? YES (the question of whether strikes benefit Hamas is empirically debatable) 

•  What has he lost through his position? Nothing (government office) 

•  What does he gain? Political support from his base 

•  Net: Risk < Gain → no increased credibility 

•  RESULT CATEGORY: B (political actor with a comprehensible but partisan position) 

•  IMPORTANT: The broadcast's framing as "far-right" is NOT evidence for Category C. The categorisation is made 
according to the above criteria. 

Trump (through anonymous observer): 

•  The association with Putin is not substantiated by primary sources 

•  The formulation "he's already close to doing so" is not falsifiable 

•  RESULT: The association is not journalistically substantiated and corresponds to framing technique No. 8. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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Summary: Guilt by association is employed twice in this broadcast: Trump is associated with Putin through 
anonymous sources, and Smotrich is discredited by the attribute "far-right" before his statement. Both techniques 
prevent a factual engagement with the respective arguments. 
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7. TIMING 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Position: 00:15 (start of broadcast) — Content: "Europe stands by Ukraine's side." — Timing effect: The first 
sentence of the broadcast sets the normative framework for all subsequent segments. Primacy effect: What is heard 
first shapes the interpretation of all subsequent information. 

 

Finding 2: 

Position: 06:00 (after Rubio statement) — Content: Anonymous "political observer" with Trump-Putin association — 
Timing effect: The most critical statement about Trump follows immediately after the Rubio quote, which already 
signals scepticism about rapid progress. The sequence reinforces a negative image of Trump through 
accumulation. 

 

Finding 3: 

Position: 08:45 (end of van Aken block) — Content: "I would only become Chancellor or retire." / "The next regular 
federal election takes place in around 3.5 years." — Timing effect: The block ends with van Aken's chancellorship 
ambitions and the reference to the distant election. This frames his political statements as of little relevance to 
current politics and weakens the impact of his substantive positions. 

 

Summary: The broadcast's timing design reinforces the normative framework (Ukraine solidarity at the beginning) 
and weakens opposition voices through unfavourable placement (van Aken ends with self-irony). The sequencing 
in the Ukraine block accumulates negative Trump signals. 
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage reinforces the finding. Score = degree of outrage (0–5) + selectivity (0–5) 

 

Methodological principle (v2.2): The triggering event must be documented before each assessment. 

Finding 1: 

Triggering event: Israeli military prepares operations in Gaza City — Reaction: "is preparing the capture of Gaza 
City and a displacement. Around one million people live there under catastrophic conditions. They are exposed to 
hunger and Israeli attacks." (09:30) — Comparison: Russian military operations in Ukraine are not described with 
comparable emotional language in the same period; the Ukraine block uses political-diplomatic language ("security 
guarantees," "ceasefire") — Asymmetry: Israeli military operations are described with emotional victim language 
("catastrophic conditions," "hunger," "displacement"), while Russian military operations in Ukraine are not addressed 
in the same period. This is a structural asymmetry in the emotional framing of two ongoing conflicts. 

 

Finding 2: 

Triggering event: Smotrich's statement that the strike plays into Hamas's hands — Reaction: "The far-right Finance 
Minister Smotrich claims..." (09:15) — Comparison: Statements by Merz, von der Leyen or Macron are presented 
without political labels and without the verb "claims" — Asymmetry: Israeli government representatives are given 
political labels and sceptical verbs, European government representatives are not. This is an asymmetric application 
of journalistic classification tools. 

 

Summary: The selective outrage manifests itself in two dimensions: Israeli military operations are framed more 
emotionally than Russian ones, and Israeli government representatives are assessed more critically than 
European ones. This is a structural asymmetry that does not meet the requirements for balance pursuant to §26 
MStV. 
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9. COMPLETENESS 8/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

The broadcast frames the Ukraine conflict as a confrontation between a Western democratic community of values 
(Europe + Ukraine) and Russia as the aggressor, with the USA under Trump appearing as an unpredictable but 
necessary partner. European solidarity with Ukraine is presented as morally imperative and politically without 
alternative. Russia's interests and negotiating positions are not independently examined, but framed exclusively as a 
threat or obstacle. The question of whether Western arms deliveries and sanctions prolong or shorten the war is not 
raised. 

 

Share of perspectives covered 

Inverted: Original value measures coverage (higher = better). Displayed as deviation (higher = greater gaps). 

[A] Ukrainian government position: sovereignty, security guarantees, ceasefire only after guarantees 

[B] European government position (Merz, Macron, von der Leyen): solidarity, own security interests 

[C] US position (Trump administration): willingness to negotiate, scepticism towards sanctions, distance from Article 
5 guarantees 

[D] Russian negotiating position: territorial demands, security interests, NATO expansion as trigger 

[E] Peace research / conflict mediation: conditions for sustainable ceasefires, negotiation theory 

[F] Critical Western voices (e.g. realpoliticians, Kissinger school): negotiated solution without full Ukrainian territorial 
recovery 

[G] Ukrainian civilian population in occupied territories: perspective on possible territorial concessions 

[H] Russian civilian population / Russian opposition voices: domestic political dimension of the war 

[I] Global South / neutral states (India, China, Turkey): mediation perspectives, criticism of sanctions 

[J] Economic consequences for Europe: energy prices, defence spending, budget pressure 

 

[A] COVERED 

Timestamp: 00:30 — Quote: "demonstratively supporting the Ukrainian position" — Assessment: The Ukrainian 
government position is presented extensively and affirmatively. 

 

[B] COVERED 

Timestamp: 01:15 — Quote: "We will put our full foreign policy weight at disposal" — Assessment: The European 
position is reproduced extensively and without critical contextualisation. 

 

[C] INDICATED 

Timestamp: 05:45 — Quote: "New sanctions against Russia would undermine peace talks" — Assessment: The 
US position is quoted but not elaborated or contextualised; the Rubio statement remains without context. 

 

[D] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: Russia's negotiating position, security interests or perspective on the 
talks are not independently presented at any point. 

 

[E] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: No peace researcher, no conflict mediator, no scientific 
contextualisation of the negotiation dynamics. 

 

[F] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: Realpolitical Western voices advocating a negotiated solution 
without full territorial recovery are entirely absent. 
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[G] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: The perspective of the Ukrainian population in occupied territories 
on possible territorial concessions is not sought. 

 

[H] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: Russian civil society or opposition voices do not appear. 

 

[I] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: Neutral mediating states or perspectives from the Global South are 
entirely absent. 

 

[J] OMITTED 

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: The economic consequences of defence spending and sanctions for 
Europe are not addressed. 
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Soft facts — 6 qualitative techniques 

 

10. FRAMING (setting the frame) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 00:15 

Quote *"Europe stands by Ukraine's side."* 

Manipulation 
The opening sentence sets the entire interpretive framework: Europe and Ukraine are a unit jointly 
facing an implicit threat. The phrase "stands by the side" implies moral partisanship as a self-
evident duty. 

Why 
problematic 

The sentence prejudges the entire coverage as a support narrative. A neutral formulation would 
be: "Senior European politicians accompany Zelensky to Washington." 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 02:45 

Quote *"Because otherwise time only plays into Putin's hands."* 

Manipulation 
This statement is presented by correspondent Tina Hassel not as a quote from a source, but as 
her own analytical assessment. She thereby assumes interpretive authority over the negotiation 
dynamics. 

Why 
problematic 

A journalist from the public broadcaster formulates a political value judgement as fact. The 
counter-thesis — that a swift ceasefire without security guarantees could also be risky — is not 
considered. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 06:10 

Quote 
*"The worst outcome would be that Trump rejects Zelensky and Europe. Sides with Putin — he's 

already close to doing so."* 

Manipulation 
An unnamed "political observer" is quoted whose statement frames Trump as factually already on 
Putin's side. The formulation "he's already close to doing so" is a political value judgement, not an 
analysis. 

Why 
problematic 

The source is anonymous, the statement is highly evaluative, and no counter-voice relativises this 
assessment. This reinforces a negative Trump framing without journalistic contextualisation. 
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Summary: From the very first second, the broadcast establishes a support framework for the Ukrainian-European 
position. Russia appears exclusively as a threat, Trump as an unreliable partner. Neutral framing is structurally 
absent. 
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11. WORD CHOICE AND TERMINOLOGY 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 00:20 

Quote *"demonstratively supporting the Ukrainian position"* 

Manipulation 
The adverb "demonstratively" implies determination and visibility as a positive quality. It elevates 
the action of the European politicians. 

Why 
problematic 

Neutral alternative: "the European politicians want to signal their support for Ukraine." 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 09:15 

Quote *"The far-right Finance Minister Smotrich"* 

Manipulation 
Smotrich is given the attribute "far-right" — a political classification that is not further substantiated 
or contextualised within the broadcast. 

Why 
problematic 

While Israeli government representatives are given political labels, European politicians receive no 
comparable classifications. The selective application of political classifications is asymmetric. 
Neutral alternative: "Finance Minister Smotrich, who is associated with the right-wing camp." 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 09:30 

Quote *"is preparing the capture of Gaza City and a displacement"* 

Manipulation 
The word "displacement" is a legally and historically charged term that carries particular 
connotations in the context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It is presented as fact without citation 
of sources. 

Why 
problematic 

Whether this constitutes a military evacuation, a relocation or a displacement in the sense of 
international law is contested. The word choice adopts a particular interpretation without labelling it 
as such. Neutral alternative: "is preparing military operations in Gaza City which, according to the 
assessment of human rights organisations, could lead to the displacement of the population." 

 

Finding 4: 

Timestamp 09:45 

Quote 
*"Around one million people live there under catastrophic conditions. They are exposed to hunger 
and Israeli attacks."* 
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Manipulation 
The formulation "exposed to Israeli attacks" places Israeli military operations and hunger side by 
side as equivalent threats, without mentioning the military context (Hamas presence, tunnel 
systems, hostages). 

Why 
problematic 

The complexity of the military context is suppressed in favour of an emotional portrayal of victims. 

 

Summary: The word choice is pro-Western in connotation in the Ukraine complex, and tends to be pro-Palestinian 
in the Israel complex. Political labels are applied selectively. Several terms are presented as facts even though 
they are interpretations. 
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12. MODERATION BEHAVIOUR 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Note: Tagesschau presenters read from a teleprompter; linguistic colouring and emphases are assessed. 

Methodological principle (v2.2): The triggering event must be documented before each assessment. 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 

00:15 — Triggering event: Announcement of the main topic Ukraine/Washington — Quote: 
*"Europe stands by Ukraine's side."* — Comparison: No analogous evaluative formulation for 
other geopolitical topics (Israel segment begins neutrally: "In Israel, thousands are 
demonstrating") — Asymmetry: The Ukraine block is opened with a normative positioning, the 
Israel block with a descriptive one. This is an editorial decision that establishes a hierarchy of 
moral assessment. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 

07:45 — Triggering event: Transition to the van Aken summer interview — Quote: *"In view of 
billion-euro gaps in the federal budget, he does not rule out tax increases."* — Comparison: No 
comparable critical contextualisation for statements by Merz or von der Leyen in the Ukraine block 
— Asymmetry: Van Aken's statements are introduced with the context "billion-euro gaps," which 
frames his demands as a reaction to budget problems rather than as an independent political 
position. Government representatives receive no comparably critical context. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp 

08:30 — Triggering event: Van Aken's statement on the wealth tax — Quote: *"He rejects the 
claim that very wealthy people would then leave Germany."* — Comparison: For statements by 
Merz or Rubio, no comparable introduction is used that implies the speaker must "defend himself" 
against a counter-position — Asymmetry: The formulation "he rejects" implies a defensive position 
and devalues van Aken's statement as a reaction to (unquoted) criticism. 

 

Summary: Jens Riewa reads teleprompter text that is editorially designed so that European government 
representatives are introduced affirmatively, while van Aken (Linke) is placed in a critical context. The asymmetry 
lies in the editorial text design, not in moderation behaviour in the narrower sense. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

Präsident: Schläpfer, David  -  Kontakt:   kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Adresse:    SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
Seite 22 

 

 

13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Note: Tagesschau has few live interviews — the selection of pre-recorded segments and statement selection are 
assessed. 

Asymmetry 1: 

Timestamp 

02:00 — Correspondent Hassel is confronted with two questions: (1) Why is the delegation so 
large? (2) How high are the expectations? — Both questions are open and allow for an affirmative 
answer. A critical question — such as "Why is a Russian perspective absent from the talks?" or 
"What concessions would Ukraine have to make?" — is not posed. 

 

Asymmetry 2: 

Timestamp 

07:30 — Van Aken's statements from the summer interview are presented selectively: peace 
policy (affirmative), wealth tax (with implicit counter-position "he rejects"), chancellorship ambitions 
(slightly ironically framed by reference to 3.5 years until the next election). The selection of clips 
emphasises both his political positions and a slightly self-ironic statement that makes him appear 
as a candidate not to be taken seriously. 

 

Summary: In the Ukraine complex, no critical questions are posed; the correspondent can confirm the government 
line unimpeded. Van Aken's summer interview clips are selected in such a way that his chancellorship ambitions 
appear slightly ironic, while his substantive positions are only selectively presented. 
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14. FALSE BALANCE 3/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp 

07:00 — Van Aken (Linke) and Klingbeil (SPD) are presented as two voices on the Ukraine topic, 
both of whom describe a ceasefire as the priority. This creates the impression of balance (two 
different parties), even though both represent the same position. Voices representing a different 
order of priorities (e.g. security guarantees before ceasefire) are absent. 

Effect 
Apparent balance through the selection of two voices with an identical position from different 
parties. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp 

05:45 — The Rubio statement and the anonymous "political observer" are presented as two 
perspectives on the White House meeting. Rubio is sceptical (far from a peace agreement), the 
anonymous observer is pessimistic about Trump. Both voices frame the meeting negatively — an 
optimistic or constructive assessment is absent. 

Effect Apparent balance through two voices with a similarly negative basic tendency. 

 

Summary: False balance occurs in this broadcast in an inverse form: instead of equating two opposing positions, 
two similar positions are presented as balance. This prevents genuine diversity of opinion while maintaining the 
appearance of pluralism. 
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Agenda element set: Ukraine solidarity as a European duty — Timestamp: 00:15 — Evidence: "Europe stands by 
Ukraine's side." 

Alternative agenda: The question of whether European defence spending comes at the expense of social 
investment should have been on the agenda — particularly in the context of the van Aken block on budget gaps. 

 

Finding 2: 

Agenda element set: The White House meeting as a decisive moment — Timestamp: 06:15 — Evidence: "The 
week will be decisive." 

Alternative agenda: Parallel negotiation formats (Turkey, China, UN) could have been addressed as alternative 
paths to peace. 

 

Finding 3: 

Agenda element set: Van Aken as the main domestic political voice — Timestamp: 07:30 — Evidence: The only 
domestic political segment featuring party representatives. 

Alternative agenda: Given the budget debate, representatives of the governing coalition (CDU/CSU, SPD, Greens) 
should have been questioned on budget issues. The selection of van Aken as the sole domestic political voice sets 
an agenda that makes Linke positions disproportionately visible. 

 

Finding 4: 

Agenda element set: Wildfires as a climate event — Timestamp: 10:30 — Evidence: "due to severe drought" 

Alternative agenda: Questions about fire protection policy, forestry and state failure in prevention are not raised. 

 

Summary: The broadcast's agenda-setting function is strongly pronounced: the Ukraine topic dominates with 
approx. 37% of airtime and is normatively framed. In domestic politics, only the Linke is set as a voice. Alternative 
peace formats, critical questions on armaments policy and the budget debate are entirely absent. 
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CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION 

 

Results 

Dominant techniques 

1. Omission / Selective Omission (Score 7): The complete absence of the Russian negotiating position, the 
content of the Trump-Putin summit and critical voices on arms delivery policy is the most serious individual 
weakness of the broadcast. Viewers receive a structurally incomplete picture of the conflict that prevents 
independent opinion formation. 

2. Agenda-Setting (Score 7): The broadcast sets a clear agenda: Ukraine solidarity as a moral duty, the White 
House meeting as a decisive moment, the Linke as the sole domestic political voice. Alternative interpretive 
frameworks — negotiated solution, criticism of armaments, other parties — are systematically excluded. 

3. Framing (Score 6): The opening sentence "Europe stands by Ukraine's side" establishes a normative framework 
that shapes the entire broadcast. Russia appears exclusively as a threat, Trump as an unreliable partner. This 
framework is never questioned or supplemented by alternative interpretations. 

Justification: The broadcast of 17.08.2025 exhibits a clear structural one-sidedness that touches on several 
dimensions of §26 MStV. The complete absence of the Russian negotiating position in a seven-minute Ukraine block, 
the selective application of political labels, the use of anonymous sources for the most critical statements and the 
restriction of domestic political voices to a single party (Linke) do not correspond to the requirement of diversity of 
opinion. The completeness score of 2/10 shows that eight out of ten relevant perspectives are entirely absent. This 
exceeds the threshold of a slight tendency and corresponds to a clear one-sidedness, which however cannot be 
classified as systematic or extreme, since individual segments (wildfires, sport) are neutrally designed. 

CONCLUSION 

The Tagesschau of 17.08.2025 does not fully fulfil its public service mandate pursuant to the ARD State Treaty in the 
area of Ukraine coverage. The seven-minute Ukraine block presents exclusively Western European and Ukrainian 
positions, without taking into account the Russian negotiating position, the content of the Trump-Putin summit or 
critical voices on arms delivery policy — even though these would be central to understanding the events. Pursuant to 
§26 para. 1 MStV, broadcasting services are obliged to provide diversity of opinion; the structural absence of seven of 
the ten relevant perspectives constitutes a measurable deviation from this requirement. The selective application of 
political labels (Smotrich: "far-right"; European politicians: no classification) and the use of anonymous sources for the 
most critical statements (Trump-Putin association) do not correspond to the journalistic standards of due diligence 
prescribed by the ARD State Treaty. The broadcast is structurally inadequate as a source of information for viewers 
who wish to form an independent judgement on the Ukraine negotiations. 
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY POLITICAL BIAS 

 

Party Score (-
5..+5) 

Concrete evidence (timestamp + brief quote) 

CDU/CSU +1 01:30 "Chancellor Merz" — mentioned affirmatively as part of the European solidarity 
coalition; no critical contextualisation of his role 

SPD +1 07:20 "SPD leader Klingbeil in the ZDF summer interview" — brief, neutral mention; 
Klingbeil is not criticised 

Greens 0 Not mentioned 

FDP 0 Not mentioned 

AfD 0 Not mentioned 

BSW 0 Not mentioned 

Linke +2 07:30–08:45 — van Aken receives approx. 2:30 min. of airtime; his positions are 
presented in detail; slight irony regarding chancellorship ambitions, but overall 
affirmative portrayal 

Freie Wähler 0 Not mentioned 

 

*Note: Scores refer to the 
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Individual scores — All 15 criteria 

No. Criterion Score Classification 

1 EXPERT SELECTION 5 ●●● 

2 SOURCE SELECTION 6 ●●● 

3 TIME DISTRIBUTION 6 ●●● 

4 OMISSION (Selective Omission) 7 ●●●● 

5 NUMBERS MANIPULATION 4 ●● 

6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 4 ●● 

7 TIMING 5 ●●● 

8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6 ●●● 

9 COMPLETENESS 8 ●●●● 

10 FRAMING (setting the frame) 6 ●●● 

11 WORD CHOICE AND TERMINOLOGY 6 ●●● 

12 MODERATION BEHAVIOUR 7 ●●●● 

13 QUESTION ASYMMETRY 5 ●●● 

14 FALSE BALANCE 3 ●● 

15 AGENDA-SETTING 7 ●●●● 

 

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 5.7/10 Considerable imbalance 

 

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 5.7/10 Considerable imbalance 

 

OVERALL SCORE 5.7/10 Considerable imbalance 

Averaged from hard facts and soft facts 
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KEY — Meaning of scores 

 

Individual scores per criterion (0–10) 

0 No finding No relevant anomaly identified. 

1–2 Weak finding Slight anomaly without material impairment of balance. 

3–4 
Slight to moderate 
finding 

Discernible tendency; impact relevance low to moderate. 

5 

Moderate finding 
with impact 
relevance 

Relevant imbalance that influences the opinion-forming potential of the audience. 

6 
Considerable finding 
(threshold) 

Scores from 6 onwards are reported as "considerable findings." 

7 Considerable finding Clear, well-substantiated imbalance with marked impact relevance. 

8–9 Serious finding Pronounced imbalance; multiple substantiable individual findings in this criterion. 

10 
Maximum 
manifestation 

Systematic, pervasive imbalance in this criterion. 

 

Aggregated deviation index — interpretation ranges 

0.0 – 2.5 Unremarkable 
No material patterns discernible; broadcast corresponds to the 
requirement of factual accuracy. 

2.6 – 4.0 Slight imbalance 
Isolated anomalies; statistically visible, but still within the tolerance 
range. 

4.1 – 6.0 
Considerable 
imbalance 

Multiple considerable findings; relevant impairment of diversity of 
perspectives. 

6.1 – 8.0 

Serious deviation from 
the requirement of 
balance. High degree 
of deviation 

Pronounced, broadcast-wide patterns; high impact relevance. 

8.1 – 10 
Fundamental systemic 
one-sidedness. Very 
high degree of bias 

Maximum manifestation across almost all criteria; systematically one-
sided reporting. 

 

Party political bias (-5 to +5) 

-5 to -3 
Strongly 
disadvantaged 

Party is clearly treated worse in portrayal, airtime or framing. 

-2 to -1 Slightly disadvantaged Discernible but weak disadvantage. 

0 Neutral No discernible preference or disadvantage. 

+1 to +2 Slightly favoured Discernible but weak preference. 

+3 to +5 Strongly favoured Party is clearly preferred in portrayal, airtime or framing. 
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Legal and methodological classification 

No finding of fact 
The results presented do not constitute findings of fact regarding individual persons, 
editorial teams or broadcasts. They are to be understood as the result of a standardised 
operationalisation, not as a determination of individual responsibility. 

 

No legal ruling 

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment within the meaning of 
§26 MStV. The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates statutory 
requirements is the exclusive responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular 
media regulators). 

 

No proof of causality 
Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial 
intentions. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news situation, political 
controversy or format logic. 

 

No finding of intent 

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7 
means that a considerable imbalance has been identified — not that the editorial team 
intended this. The methodology makes no statements about motives or strategic 
objectives. 

 

Heuristic 
comparison 
instrument 

The index serves for comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not 
for the precise metric measurement of individual segments. Threshold values serve as 
heuristic orientation, not as sharp legal qualification. 
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APPENDIX: CANTONAL LEGISLATION 

 

Legal basis Germany — ARD, ZDF 

Law 

Media State Treaty (MStV, 2020) 

Relevant articles 

•  §26 para. 1 MStV: Public broadcasting institutions must provide in their services a comprehensive overview of 
international, European, national and regional events in all essential areas of life. In doing so, they shall promote 
international understanding, European integration and social cohesion in the Federation and the Länder. Their 
services shall serve education, information, advice and entertainment. They shall offer contributions in particular to 
culture. Entertainment shall correspond to a public service offering profile. 

•  §5 para. 1 ZDF State Treaty: Obligation to objectivity and impartiality in reporting, consideration of diversity of 
opinion. 

•  ARD State Treaty: Public service mandate with objectivity and impartiality. 

Core obligations 

1. Diversity of opinion (internal pluralism): All relevant perspectives must be represented in the overall 
programme 

2. Objectivity and balance: Presenters must treat guests to the same standards 

3. Contribution to opinion formation: The audience must receive sufficient information for independent opinion 
formation 

Supervisory authority 

•  Broadcasting councils of the regional broadcasting institutions: supervision of ARD institutions (BR, WDR, NDR, 
etc.) 

•  ZDF Television Council (§19 ZDF State Treaty): supervision of ZDF programming 

•  Legal supervision: respective federal state (ZDF: Rhineland-Palatinate) 

Complaints procedure 

1. Programme complaint to the competent broadcasting council or ZDF Television Council 

2. Administrative court action 
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APPENDIX 2: SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATIONS 
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Evaluations and membership at SVFAB 

 

At SVFAB.ch you not only receive further detailed evaluations, but can also have them produced for any broadcasts of your 
choice (we charge for this). 

In order to do our work properly, we depend on membership and donor contributions. 

 

Contact and further information: 

www.SVFAB.ch  |  Kontakt@SVFAB.ch 

 

Bank details:  PostFinance – POFICHBE 

IBAN:  CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1 

Recipient:  SVFAB, P.O. Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1 
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You can obtain the following books from SVFAB 

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch 

 

 

Unbalanced reporting is the response to the halving initiative in 
Switzerland: here the manipulation techniques are explained in detail, 
starting with the selection of staff and source selection.Subsequently, 
15 principles are explained: omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt 
by association, emotionalisation, context removal and many more, 
illustrated with many examples. In addition, it becomes apparent 
where we ourselves apply these techniques — this promotes not only 
insight but also empathy. 
Optionally the book comes with playing cards 
Also available as audiobook 

  

 

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else 
has written the script. 
Those who do not know this provide material. Good quotes that are 
cut incorrectly. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context. 
Honest answers that are framed as confessions. 
This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolbox — for everyone 
who has a microphone in front of their face and wants to know what 
they can do about it. 7 chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is. 
The 7 most common traps. The three basic principles of sovereignty 
— anchoring, reframing, setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour. 
Body and voice. What to do when things go wrong. And what counts 
after the interview. 
For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for 
everyone who is exposed and wants to understand how the game 
works. So that they stop playing along — and start shaping it. 
In A5. Direct. For preparation, for reference, for follow-up and in 
difficult situations. 
 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

Präsident: Schläpfer, David  -  Kontakt:   kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Adresse:    SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
Seite 34 

 

 

You think you see the world.In reality you see the frame that 
someone has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most 
elegant manipulation technique in the world. It does not change the 
facts — it changes what we make of the facts. How we feel. What we 
believe. How we decide. And it works — because we all participate. 
Daily. Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry textbook. It is a 
workbook — playful, direct, full of examples from real life. You learn 
not only how others frame you. You learn how you yourself frame — 
and how you can use it consciously and fairly. 
Because those who understand framing see the world more clearly. 
Listen to the news differently. Conduct conversations with greater 
confidence. And can no longer so easily have a frame imposed on 
them that someone else has chosen. 
With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and 
everyday life — and the occasional smile. 
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything. 
 

 

The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from 
every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can lodge a 
complaint. There is even an authority for this: the IGAC, the 
Independent Complaints Authority for Radio and Television. 
Only: it is not independent. It has no sanctioning powers. And in 
99.6% of all cases it decides: nothing. 
This analysis lays bare the system — factually, precisely, without 
polemic. Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal 
recourse. And the constitutional law review that shows: the IGAC 
system meets none of the three fundamental criteria — it is not 
appropriate, not subject to separation of powers, not market-based. 
The authority that is supposed to protect citizens primarily protects 
the system it was supposed to control. 
Essential reading for everyone considering a complaint — and for 
everyone who wants to understand why genuine media regulation in 
Switzerland is still pending. 
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