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OVERALL 5.9/10

SCORE Considerable bias

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly one-sided/manipulative

POLITICAL SPECTRUM

Classification according to Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each
party is rated on a scale from O (far left) to 10 (far right).

Party Left Greens SPD | BSW | CDU/CSU | FDP FreieW. | A
CHES 1.23 2.28 3.41 3.78 6.23 6.54 6.77 9.10
Spectrum Left Left Left Left Right Right Right Right

The overall tendency is represented on a 0—10 scale (0 = strongly left-favouring, 5 = balanced, 10 = strongly right-
favouring). The calculation is based on the difference in the average favouring of left vs. right parties (grouping
according to CHES 2024).

IS AN 3.8 / 10 Left-favouring

0 1 2“4 5 6 7 8 9 10

«— Left Right —

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center

This section serves for political classification and does not feed into the overall score.

BROADCAST INFO AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK

Broadcast data

» Date: 19.10.2025
* Presenter: Jens Riewa
* |tem overview:
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Item Topic Duration (approx.) Classification

1 Gaza: ceasefire violations, ~3:30 min. Foreign policy / conflict
Israeli airstrikes, ZDF
employee Killed

2 CDU caucus: handling of ~2:30 min. Domestic politics
AfD, Merz statement
"cityscape", demonstration
at the Brandenburg Gate

3 Peace Prize of the German ~2:00 min. Culture / Ukraine context
Book Trade: Karl Schiogel

4 Anti-Trump protests in the  ~2:00 min. Foreign policy / USA
USA ("No Kings")

5 Bolivia: presidential ~1:30 min. Foreign policy / Latin
election, political change of America
direction

6 Louvre break-in: crown ~1:30 min. Crime / culture

jewels stolen

7 Bundesliga: Freiburg— ~1:00 min. Sport
Frankfurt 2:2, St. Pauli—
Hoffenheim 0:3

8 Northern lights / weather ~0:45 min. Weather
report

Main topic of this edition

The renewed outbreak of violence in the Gaza Strip during the ceasefire forms the lead story, while domestically the
CDU debate about handling the AfD and Merz's choice of words dominates.
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CHAPTER 1 — DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Hard facts — 9 techniques that are countable and scientifically robust

1. EXPERT SELECTION 5/10

1 2 3 4 5

Expert 1: Karl Schlégel, historian

05:10-06:40 — Statement: "Learning from Ukraine means being fearless and brave, perhaps also
Timestamp learning to win." — Classification: Renowned Eastern Europe historian, committed Ukraine
supporter and Putin critic; receives the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.

Source in-depth check:

(a) FUNDING: Schlbgel is an emeritus university professor (European University Viadrina), state-funded. The
Peace Prize is awarded by the Borsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels, a trade association. No direct conflict of
interest regarding funding, but institutional proximity to the Western cultural establishment.

(b) MANDATE: As a historian, his mandate is academic analysis. However, the acceptance speech of a prize
recipient is by definition not a neutral expert assessment, but a political statement in a ceremonial context.

+ Conflict of interest present? INDIRECT (prize recipient has an interest in consistency with the rationale for the
award)

+ Personal risk from position? NO (emeritus professor, socially recognised position)

* Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? YES (book trade benefits from Ukraine books, Schiégel from
visibility)

* Result: MEDIUM

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: A politically positioned voice is legitimised as neutral through cultural

context.

Missing counter-voice: Peace researchers (e.g. from IPPNW, the Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy
Hamburg), advocates of negotiation, Ukrainian voices who favour negotiations.

Expert 2: Katja Petrovskaya, laudator (Ukrainian-German author)

05:20-05:45 — Statement: "Karl Schlégel has become a support for me and many other people:
Timestamp the embodiment of steadfastness beyond ideological traps." — Classification: Ukrainian-German
author, personally affected by the Ukraine war, committed supporter of the Ukrainian position.

Source in-depth check:
(a) FUNDING: Freelance author, no institutional funding discernible.
(b) MANDATE: As laudator, her mandate is explicitly to honour the prize recipient, not neutral analysis.
» Conflict of interest present? YES (personal involvement as a Ukrainian)
* Personal risk from position? NO (socially recognised position)
* Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? NO
» Result: MEDIUM (increased credibility through personal risk, but structural conflict of interest)
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(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Petrovskaya is not classified as a "Ukrainian voice with personal
involvement”, but her statements are presented as a general assessment.

Missing counter-voice: German peace researchers, Russian civil society in exile with a differing position, Western
European advocates of negotiation.

Expert 3: Head of the Chancellery Frei (CDU)

04:05-04:20 — Statement: "l see absolutely no problem with this statement. He pointed to a
Timestamp problem that we need to respond to politically." — Classification: Government representative,
defending party leadership.

Source in-depth check:
(a) FUNDING: State-funded (Head of the Chancellery).
(b) MANDATE: Political representative, no neutral mandate.
+ Conflict of interest present? YES (government representative defending head of government)
+ Personal risk from position? NO
* Does the organisation benefit from its assessment? YES
» Result: LOW (as counter-voice to criticism of Merz, but without critical contextualisation)

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Frei is cited as a response to the Merz criticism, but no independent voice is
added to contextualise the Merz statement.

Missing expert groups:

* Independent linguist to contextualise the term "cityscape"

» Peace researcher as counter-voice to Schlogel

* International law expert on the Gaza ceasefire

« Schlégel: MEDIUM (politically positioned, framed as culturally neutral)

* Petrovskaya: MEDIUM (personally affected, framed as a general voice)
» Frei: LOW (government representative without critical contextualisation)
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2. SOURCE SELECTION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour check)

Source 1: Hamas Ministry of Health

Timestamp 00:45

Statement "The Ministry of Health it controls reported that 29 people were killed in Israeli attacks today."

(a) Funding and sponsorship: The Gaza Ministry of Health is controlled by Hamas, an organisation classified as a
terrorist organisation (EU, USA, Germany).

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Hamas has an institutional interest in portraying Israeli attacks as causing as
many casualties as possible in order to gain international support.

(c) Missing counter-source: Independent verification of casualty figures (e.g. by UNRWA, ICRC or independent
journalists) is absent. The figure is presented without source contextualisation.

Missing Independent humanitarian organisations with their own counts.
counter-source

Source 2: Israeli military (IDF)

Timestamp 00:35, 02:20

"According to the army, the reason is the shelling of Israeli soldiers in Rafah." / "The Israeli military
says it wants to investigate the case."

Statement

(a) Funding: State-funded (Israeli government).

(b) Structural conflict of interest: The Israeli military has an institutional interest in presenting its operations as
justified.

(c) Missing counter-source: Independent verification of the Hamas shelling is absent.

Note: Both sources (Hamas ministry and IDF) are cited, but with different distancing formulas: IDF statements are
qualified with "according to the army"; Hamas ministry figures are presented without an analogous distancing
formula ("reported").

Source 3: Deutschlandtrend (poll)

m "According to the Deutschlandtrend, both parties are now at 26%."

(a) Funding: Infratest dimap commissioned by ARD — meaning Tagesschau cites a poll commissioned by its own
parent organisation.

(b) Structural conflict of interest: ARD's own poll is presented as a neutral source, without reference to the
commissioning relationship.

(c) Missing counter-source: Other polling institutes (Forsa, INSA, Allensbach) with potentially differing results are
not mentioned.

Source 4: Organisers of the Trump protests
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Timestamp 07:05

Statement "The organisers speak of several million participants.”

(a) Funding: Unknown — "No Kings" movement, 300 groups.

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Organisers have an institutional interest in the highest possible participant
numbers.

(c) Missing counter-source: Independent estimates are entirely absent.

Summary: The source selection shows structural problems: Hamas figures are presented without distancing, IDF
statements with a distancing formula; ARD's own polls are cited as a neutral source; organiser figures are treated
as factual information. Source diversity is limited and follows a discernible pattern.
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3. TIME ALLOCATION 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Item duration per political direction/topic:

» Gaza (conflict, Palestinian victim perspective dominant): approx. 3:30 min. (approx. 23%)
» CDU/Merz criticism incl. demonstration against Merz: approx. 2:30 min. (approx. 17%)
» Schlbégel/Ukraine rearmament narrative: approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%)
* Anti-Trump protests: approx. 2:00 min. (approx. 13%)
+ Bolivia (end of left turn): approx. 1:30 min. (approx. 10%)
* Louvre break-in: approx. 1:30 min. (approx. 10%)
 Sport: approx. 1:00 min. (approx. 7%)
* Weather/northern lights: approx. 0:45 min. (approx. 5%)
Political weighting:
* Items with centre-left framing (Gaza victim perspective, CDU-AD criticism, anti-Trump, Schlégel): approx. 10:00
min. (approx. 67%)

* Items with conservative/right framing or counter-perspective: approx. 0:30 min. (Frei statement, Quiroga mention)
(approx. 3%)

 Neutral/apolitical items: approx. 3:15 min. (Louvre, sport, weather) (approx. 22%)

Summary: The time allocation shows a clear imbalance in favour of items with centre-left framing. Conservative or
right-wing positions receive no independent airtime, but appear only as a reaction to criticism or as a negative foil.
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SN

4. OMISSION (Selective Omission) 710

1

N

3 4 5 6 7

Omission 1: Israeli hostages and their families

The Gaza item contains no mention whatsoever of the Israeli hostages still held in Gaza and the
pressure their families are placing on the Israeli government. — Relevant at: 00:30-02:30 —
Effect: The absence of this perspective makes the conflict one-sidedly an Israeli attack scenario,
without naming the context of the hostages as the trigger for the ceasefire negotiations.

Context

Omission 2: International law classification of attacks during the ceasefire

No expert or commentary addresses whether Israeli attacks during an active ceasefire are
permissible under international humanitarian law (right of self-defence vs. ceasefire obligation). —
Context Relevant at: 00:30—02:30 — Effect: Without this contextualisation, the question of legality remains
open, which factually tips the presentation in favour of the Hamas narrative ("Israel is violating the
agreement").

Omission 3: Response of the ceasefire guarantor powers

The USA, Qatar and Egypt brokered and guaranteed the ceasefire. Their response to the
Context escalation is entirely absent. — Relevant at: 00:30-02:30 — Effect: The diplomatic context of the
ceasefire is blanked out, making the escalation appear as a bilateral Israeli-Palestinian event.

Omission 4: Intra-party CDU critics of Merz by name

"Some East German CDU politicians are now also calling for a rethink" — these are not named or
Context quoted. — Relevant at: 03:30 — Effect: The intra-party debate is presented as a diffuse current
without naming concrete positions, which prevents substantive engagement.

Omission 5: Bolivia — context of the socialist Morales government

"Bolivia once flourished under the socialist government of Evo Morales" — the 2019 coup against
Morales and the international controversy surrounding it are entirely absent. — Relevant at: 09:30
— Effect: Bolivia's political history is reduced to a success story of socialism that then ended
through "strife, mismanagement and corruption" — without the violent context.

Context

Omission 6: Trump protests — counter-perspective of supporters

Trump's approval ratings are presented as having fallen, but current polling figures or voices of
Trump supporters are largely absent. — Relevant at: 07:00-08:30 — Effect: The protests appear
as an expression of broad societal consensus against Trump, without the still-considerable
supporter base being represented.
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Summary: The omissions follow a consistent pattern: contexts that would strengthen the Israeli position are
absent from the Gaza item; contexts that would strengthen Merz's position are absent from the CDU item;
contexts that would represent Trump supporters are absent from the USA item. This is not a random omission, but
a structural pattern of selective information selection.

Missing voices

* International law expert: Would have answered the question of whether Israeli attacks during an active ceasefire
are to be assessed as a violation of international humanitarian law.

» ICRC spokesperson: Would have contextualised the humanitarian situation regarding aid deliveries and the
protection of civilians.

« Israeli hostage family: Would have represented the domestic political pressure on the Israeli government to comply
with the ceasefire.

» US State Department / mediators: Would have represented the response of the guarantor powers to the ceasefire
violations.

* Independent conflict researcher: Would have contextualised the credibility of the contradictory accounts of both
sides.

* Press protection organisation (RSF/CPJ): Would have placed the attack on the ZDF team in the context of
systematic attacks on journalists in Gaza.

» Egyptian or Qatari diplomat: Would have represented the response of the mediating states to the escalation.

* Israeli opposition politician: Would have represented intra-Israeli criticism of the military operation during the
ceasefire.
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5. MANIPULATION OF FIGURES 5/10

1 2 3 4 5

Complete figures include: absolute value, share (%) and trend

Finding 1: "Almost 1,000 people" at the demonstration against Merz

Figure: "Almost 1,000 people gathered at the Brandenburg Gate today"

Berlin has approx. 3.7 million inhabitants. 1,000 demonstrators correspond to 0.027% of the Berlin
population. For comparison: how large were other political demonstrations in Berlin recently? Was
the demonstration organised by an organisation, and if so, by which one?

The figure is presented without contextualisation, which allows its political significance to be
overestimated.

Finding 2: "Several million participants" at Trump protests

Figure: "The organisers speak of several million participants."

Missing
context

The figure comes exclusively from the organisers themselves — a classically unreliable source for
participant numbers. Independent estimates are absent. "There are said to have been even more
than in June" — this statement is also unattributed.

Missing
context

The organiser's figure is presented as factual information, not as a self-reported figure from an
interested party.

Effect

Finding 3: Merz — "60 percent" reduction in migration

Timestamp 03:55

Figure: "We have brought the figures down by 60 percent compared to August '24."

Missing Which figures? Irregular entries? Asylum applications? Total migration? The comparison month of
context August 2024 is not explained. Seasonal fluctuations? Absolute figures are absent.

The figure appears in the context of the Merz criticism, without its accuracy or methodology being
contextualised.

Summary: Figures in this broadcast are selectively presented without context: organiser figures at Trump protests
are treated as facts, while Merz's migration statistic remains without contextualisation. The demonstration size at
the Brandenburg Gate lacks any contextualisation.
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Association 1: Merz — AfD contamination through choice of words

Timestamp 03:45

"But this week on the topic of migration he uses a choice of words that many would rather

Sl associate with the AfD. He speaks of the 'cityscape' as a problem."

Technique: Merz's choice of words is not analysed substantively, but delegitimised through association with the AfD.
The formulation "that many would rather associate with the AfD" establishes a connection without substantiating it.

The viewer gains the impression that Merz is moving towards AfD positions, which calls his
Effect democratic legitimacy into question — without any substantive engagement with the term
"cityscape" taking place.

Association 2: Bolivia — socialism as a story of decline

Timestamp 09:30

"Bolivia once flourished under the socialist government of Evo Morales. But then strife,
mismanagement and corruption spread.”

Technique: Socialism is associated with decline (strife, mismanagement, corruption), without mentioning external
interference (2019 coup, US sanctions).

The association socialism = decline is presented as historical fact, not as political interpretation.

No persons are framed as "conspiracy theorists" in this broadcast — SOURCE CHECK and RISK MATRIX are
not applicable.

Summary: Guilt by association is used in this broadcast primarily against Merz (AfD association) and structurally
against Bolivian socialism (decline association). Both techniques operate without substantive argumentation, but
through implicit linkage.

Prasident: Schlapfer, David - Kontakt: kontaki@SVFAB.ch - Adresse: SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Ziirich 1
Seite 11



mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

. Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung
/ > Association suisse pour une information équilibrée

Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato

7. TIMING 510

1 2 3 4 5

Finding 1: Gaza as lead story — victim perspective first
Position: 00:00-02:30 (start of broadcast)

Content: The Gaza item opens the broadcast with the victim perspective ("All those killed were children!") before the
Israeli military justification is mentioned.

The primacy effect (first information shapes perception) favours the Palestinian victim perspective.

The Israeli justification comes only afterwards and is weakened by distancing formulas ("according
to the army").

Timing effect

Finding 2: Demonstration against Merz at the end of the CDU item

Position: 04:20—04:35 (conclusion of the CDU item)
Content: The demonstration against Merz ("almost 1,000 people") forms the conclusion of the CDU item.

_ The recency effect (last information sticks) ensures that the CDU item ends with the image of
Timing effect . , . : . L .
societal resistance against Merz, not with Merz's own position or the defence by Frei.

Finding 3: "Resistance against Donald Trump is growing" as the closing sentence of the USA item
Position: 08:25
Content: Evaluative conclusion as the last sentence of the Trump item.

Timing effect The recency effect reinforces the evaluative contextualisation as a concluding judgement.

Summary: The timing of the broadcast follows a consistent pattern: victim perspectives and critical

contextualisation of conservative actors are placed in prominent positions (beginning, end of items), while counter-
positions appear in the middle or are absent.
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage reinforces the finding. Score = degree of outrage (0-5) + selectivity (0—5)

Finding 1: Merz's "cityscape" statement — editorial outrage

Triggering event: Merz uses the term "cityscape" in a migration context.

Reaction: "But this week on the topic of migration he uses a choice of words that many would rather associate with
the AfD." (03:45) — explicit editorial classification as problematic.

Schldgel's demand to "learn to win" (06:30) — no analogous editorial contextualisation, even
Comparison though this is an equally politically positioned statement. Hamas statements (01:45) — no editorial
contextualisation as problematic, even though Hamas is classified as a terrorist organisation.

Asymmetry: The editorial outrage over Merz's choice of words has no analogue with other political actors in this
broadcast. This is a selective editorial intervention.

Finding 2: Trump Al video — descriptive distance vs. substantive contextualisation

Triggering event: Trump responds to protests with an Al video in which he, as a fighter jet pilot with a crown,
apparently rains faeces on the crowd.

Reaction: "Trump responds with a video created with the help of Al. In it, as a fighter jet pilot with a crown on his
head, he apparently rains faeces on the crowd." (08:10) — factual description without explicit evaluation.

Merz's "cityscape" statement receives explicit editorial contextualisation as close to the AfD.
Comparison Trump's faeces video receives no analogous contextualisation as "choice of words/behaviour that
many would classify as presidentially inappropriate.”

Asymmetry: Interestingly, the outrage is not explicitly expressed here — the description of the video speaks for
itself. This is a subtler form of selective outrage through the selection of the event to be reported.

Summary: The selective outrage manifests primarily in the asymmetric editorial contextualisation: Merz's choice of
words is explicitly marked as problematic, while equally politically positioned or more provocative statements by
other actors remain without analogous contextualisation.
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9. COMPLETENESS 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

The Gaza item appears in a context in which Israel is framed as the aggressor and Hamas as the reactive party:
civilian victims are named with name and age, Israeli military justifications are qualified as "according to the army".
The CDU item links Merz's migration policy to proximity to the AfD and presents the firewall as democratic consensus.
The Schidgel item places the Ukraine war in a moral framework that presents Western rearmament as a duty. The
overall tone of the broadcast positions itself recognisably within a progressive-Western interpretive framework.

Share of perspectives covered
Inverted: Original value measures coverage (higher = better). Displayed as deviation (higher = greater gaps).
[A] Israeli security perspective: right to self-defence, threat from Hamas shelling
[B] Palestinian civilian population: humanitarian situation, civilian casualties
[C] Hamas position: denial of responsibility, own account of the ceasefire
[D] International mediators (USA, Qatar, Egypt): role in ceasefire monitoring
[E] Humanitarian organisations (UNRWA, ICRC): situation regarding aid deliveries
[F] International law perspective: assessment of the attacks under international humanitarian law
[G] Media freedom / press freedom: attack on ZDF team as a systematic pattern
[H] Israeli civil society / hostage families: pressure on own government
[I] Regional actors (Egypt, Jordan): response to ceasefire violations
[J] Historical context: causes of the conflict, background to the ceasefire

[A] INDICATED

Timestamp: 00:35 — Quote: "According to the army, the reason is the shelling of Israeli soldiers in Rafah. Two of
them were reportedly killed." — Assessment: Israeli justification is qualified with a distancing formula ("according
to the army"), not independently elaborated.

[B] COVERED

Timestamp: 00:55 — Quote: "All those killed were children! The oldest was 15, the youngest, Moamen, was 10."
— Assessment: Presented in detail and emotionally, with names mentioned.

[C] INDICATED

Timestamp: 01:45 — Quote: "Hamas rejects responsibility for the attack." — Assessment: Hamas position is
referenced, but not elaborated.

[D] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: No mention of the mediating states or their response to the ceasefire
violations.

[E] INDICATED
Timestamp: 02:00 — Quote: "There are contradictory reports as to whether Israel is completely halting aid

deliveries to Gaza." — Assessment: Only as a marginal note without elaboration.

[F] OMITTED
Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: No international law contextualisation of the attacks during an active
ceasefire.
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[G] COVERED

Timestamp: 02:15 — Quote: "An Israeli airstrike hits a team that has worked for ZDF for a long time." —
Assessment: Covered, but without contextualisation as a systematic pattern against journalists.

[H] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: Israeli civil society and hostage families do not appear.
[I] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: No response from regional Arab states.
[J] OMITTED

Timestamp: — — Quote: — — Assessment: No historical context on the ceasefire or its conditions.

Completeness score: 3/10

Rationale: Of ten relevant perspectives, only two are fully covered (B, G), two indicated (A, C), one marginally
mentioned (E) and five entirely omitted (D, F, H, I, J). The reporting focuses strongly on the Palestinian victim
perspective and the ZDF attack, while structural, international law and diplomatic dimensions are absent. The
Israeli security perspective is mentioned, but systematically weakened by distancing formulas.
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Soft facts — 6 qualitative techniques

10. FRAMING (setting the frame) 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Finding 1: Gaza — asymmetric victim framing

Timestamp 00:55-01:15
Quote "All those killed were children! The oldest was 15, the youngest, Moamen, was 10."

Palestinian victims are individualised by name and age and emotionally charged. The two killed
Manipulation Israeli soldiers, by contrast, are mentioned only as a number ("Two soldiers were killed in the
process") without any individualisation.

The selective individualisation of victims produces an asymmetric empathy response in the viewer.
Both sides have deaths to mourn; the different depth of representation is an editorial decision with
a framing effect.

Why
problematic

Finding 2: CDU/Merz — AfD contamination framing
Timestamp 03:45-04:00

"But this week on the topic of migration he uses a choice of words that many would rather

Qiiete associate with the AfD. He speaks of the ‘cityscape' as a problem.”

The presenter's text establishes an explicit association between Merz's choice of words and the
Manipulation AfD. The word "cityscape" is not analysed substantively, but delegitimised by attribution to a party
regarded as extremist.

The formulation "that many would rather associate with the AfD" is an unattributed claim without a
source reference. Who are "many"? This is a classic framing instrument that disguises a political
evaluation as societal consensus.

Why
problematic

Finding 3: Schldgel/Ukraine — moral rearmament framing

Timestamp 05:30-06:30
Quote "Learning from Ukraine means being fearless and brave, perhaps also learning to win."

The Peace Prize item is used to convey a particular Ukraine narrative: rearmament as a moral
Manipulation duty, negotiated peace as an illusion. The broadcast presents this as a cultural highlight, not as a
political position.

A Peace Prize item that exclusively propagates military resolve and does not mention negotiating
positions uses the cultural prestige of the event for political framing. Counter-positions (advocates
of negotiation, peace researchers) are entirely absent.

Why
problematic
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Finding 4: Trump protests — one-sided movement framing

Timestamp 07:00-08:30
Quote "Resistance against Donald Trump is growing."

The protests are framed as an organic democratic movement ("peaceful, colourful and
Manipulation provocative"), while Trump's reaction (Al video) and Republican criticism of the demonstrators
appear as a marginal note.

Why The formulation "Resistance against Donald Trump is growing" is an evaluative conclusion, not a
problematic news report. It adopts the protest movement's self-description as journalistic contextualisation.

Summary: The framing of the broadcast is consistently asymmetric: Palestinian victims are individualised, Israeli
ones are not; Merz is delegitimised through AfD association; the Ukraine item conveys rearmament rhetoric as a
cultural event; Trump protests are framed as growing democratic resistance.
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11. CHOICE OF WORDS AND TERMS 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Finding 1: "Putin critic" as a qualifying characteristic
Timestamp 05:10
Quote "In his acceptance speech, the Putin critic called for learning from the Ukrainians."

"Putin critic" is used as a positive qualifying characteristic that pre-legitimises Schlégel's

Manipulation statements.

Why Neutral alternative: "The historian and Eastern Europe expert Karl Schlégel." Placing the political
problematic stance upfront as a qualification is an evaluative framing, not a factual description.

Finding 2: "Firewall" as a neutral term

Timestamp 03:20
Quote "CDU leader Merz wants to continue to maintain the 'firewall'."

The term "firewall" is a political battle term coined by Merz's opponents, implying a protective
Manipulation function against fire (= AfD). Tagesschau uses it without distancing quotation marks in the
presenter's text.

Neutral alternative: "Merz wants to maintain the boundary of cooperation with the AfD" or "Merz
continues to reject cooperation with the AfD." The unreflective adoption of the term takes over the
political framing of one side.

Why
problematic

Finding 3: "Resistance" for Trump protests

Timestamp 08:25
Quote "Resistance against Donald Trump is growing."

"Resistance" is a politically charged term with historical connotations (Résistance, anti-fascist

LEGIPTEE T resistance) that morally elevates the protest movement.

Why Neutral alternative: "Protests against Donald Trump are increasing." The choice of words adopts
problematic the movement's self-description as journalistic contextualisation.

Finding 4: "right-wing" vs. "Christian democratic" in Bolivia

Timestamp 09:10

"The Christian democratic Senator Paz and the right-wing former head of state Quiroga had made

Quote it into the run-off."

Paz is described with the neutral term "Christian democratic", Quiroga with the politically
Manipulation classifying term "right-wing". Both are conservative candidates; the different labelling is
asymmetric.
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Why Neutral alternative: "the conservative Senator Paz and the economically liberal-conservative
problematic former head of state Quiroga." The asymmetry in labelling suggests a value hierarchy.

Summary: The choice of words in the broadcast is consistently slightly centre-left coloured: political battle terms
are adopted as neutral descriptions, qualifications are replaced by political stances, and the labelling of political
actors follows an asymmetric pattern.
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12. PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR 6/10

1 2 3 4 5 6

Note: Tagesschau presenters read from the teleprompter; linguistic colouring and emphases are evaluated.

Finding 1: Merz statement "cityscape" — evaluative contextualisation through presenter's text

Timestamp 03:45

Triggering event: Merz uses the term "cityscape" in a migration context.

"But this week on the topic of migration he uses a choice of words that many would rather
associate with the AfD."

In the presentation of Hamas statements (01:45) or Trump statements (08:00), no analogous
evaluative contextualisation is made through the presenter's text — Hamas statements are
referenced ("Hamas rejects responsibility"), Trump's reaction is described without
contextualisation as "choice of words that many would classify as authoritarian.”

Comparison

Asymmetry: The evaluative contextualisation of Merz's choice of words through the presenter's text has no
analogue with other political actors in this broadcast. This constitutes an asymmetric editorial intervention.

Finding 2: Schlogel — uncritical adoption of political demands

Triggering event: Schldgel calls in his speech for European rearmament and military resolve.

Quote "In his acceptance speech, the Putin critic called for learning from the Ukrainians."

Political demands by other actors (e.g. Merz on migration) are contextualised and placed in
Comparison context by the presenter's text. Schidgel's political demands are presented without any critical
contextualisation as a cultural event.

Asymmetry: Merz's choice of words is evaluated by the presenter's text; Schldgel's political demands are not
evaluated. This is an asymmetric treatment of political statements.

Summary: The presenter's text selectively intervenes in the evaluation of political statements: Merz's choice of
words is explicitly classified as close to the AfD, while equally politically positioned statements by Schlbgel or the
self-description of the Trump protest movement are adopted uncritically.
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 510

1 2 3 4 5

Note: Tagesschau has few live interviews — insert selection and statement selection are evaluated.

Asymmetry 1: Statement selection in the CDU item

The following statements are shown in the CDU item: (1) Merz's statement on the firewall, (2) Merz's statement on
the "cityscape", (3) Head of the Chancellery Frei in defence. Not shown: voices of East German CDU politicians
calling for a rethink (although mentioned in the presenter's text), or voices substantively supporting Merz's migration
policy. The demonstration against Merz receives its own visual coverage ("almost 1,000 people").

Asymmetry 2: Statement selection in the Trump item

From the protests, exclusively critical Trump voices are shown ("He wants to be a dictator"). The Republican
counter-voice ("accuse the demonstrators of hating America") is only referenced in the presenter's text, without a
direct quote. Trump's Al video is described, but not substantively contextualised.

Summary: The statement selection follows a consistent pattern: critical voices towards conservative/right-wing
actors (Merz, Trump) receive direct quote presence; counter-voices are only referenced in the presenter's text or
are entirely absent.
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14. FALSE BALANCE 4/10

1 2 3 4

Finding 1: Gaza — false balance through unequal distancing formulas

00:35 vs. 00:45

The broadcast cites both Israeli and Hamas sources, thereby creating the impression of balance. However: IDF
statements are qualified with "according to the army", Hamas ministry figures are presented without an analogous
distancing formula. This is a false balance that structurally favours one side.

Finding 2: CDU item — Merz defence as false balance

Head of the Chancellery Frei is allowed to defend Merz, which appears as balance. However: the criticism of Merz
(AfD association) comes from the presenter's text (editorial voice), while the defence comes from a government
representative (political voice). This is not genuine balance, as the weights are structurally unequal.

Summary: False balance occurs in this broadcast in the form of false balance: both sides are cited, but with
structurally unequal distancing formulas and framings that systematically favour one side.
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 7110

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Finding 1: CDU/AD firewall as the central domestic political topic

Agenda element set: The question of whether the CDU should maintain the "firewall" against the AfD is set as the
central domestic political topic of the week.

Evidence: "A focus of the two-day caucus is how to deal with the AfD." — The CDU caucus presumably has further
topics (economy, social policy, coalition strategy) that are not mentioned.
Alternative agenda: CDU economic policy positions for 2026, coalition options, programme for the state elections.

Finding 2: Ukraine rearmament as cultural consensus

Agenda element set: The Peace Prize item sets the agenda that European rearmament and military resolve towards
Russia are cultural consensus.

Timestamp 05:00-06:45

Evidence: "Learning from Ukraine means being fearless and brave, perhaps also learning to win." — Presented as
a cultural event, not as a political debate.

Alternative agenda: Peace negotiations, ceasefire initiatives, costs of rearmament, intra-European debate on
Ukraine strategy.

Finding 3: Trump as a democratic threat

Agenda element set: Trump is framed as a threat to American democracy, the protests as legitimate democratic
resistance.

Evidence: "Resistance against Donald Trump is growing. His approval ratings have fallen since taking office. A
warning signal with regard to the 2026 congressional elections."

Alternative agenda: Trump's political successes (economic policy, foreign policy), supporter base, intra-American
debate on governing style.

Finding 4: Bolivia as a warning against socialism

Agenda element set: Bolivia's economic crisis is framed as a consequence of socialist governments, the change of
direction as a sign of hope.

Timestamp 09:00-10:30

Evidence: "Bolivia once flourished under the socialist government of Evo Morales. But then strife, mismanagement
and corruption spread."

Alternative agenda: External factors (commodity prices, US sanctions, 2019 coup), continuity of social programmes,
role of the IMF.
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Summary: The agenda-setting of the broadcast is consistent: domestically, AfD demarcation is set as the central
topic; in foreign policy, Ukraine rearmament and Trump criticism are framed as consensus topics; the Bolivia item
sets an implicit anti-socialism agenda. Alternative agendas (economy, negotiations, supporter perspectives) are
absent.
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CHAPTER 2 — OVERALL EVALUATION

Results

Note on scaling: The score measures the degree of manipulation/one-sidedness. A higher score means a greater
bias.

Dominant techniques

1. Omission / Selective Omission (Score 7): The broadcast systematically omits contexts that would strengthen
Israeli, conservative or pro-Trump positions — including the hostage perspective, international law
contextualisation, intra-party CDU positions and Trump's supporter base. The pattern is consistent across all items
and points to a structural editorial decision.

2. Guilt by Association (Score 7): Merz is delegitimised through the explicit association of his choice of words with
the AfD, without substantive engagement with the term "cityscape". This technique is particularly effective because
it appears as journalistic contextualisation, but actually constitutes a political evaluation.

3. Agenda-Setting (Score 7): The broadcast consistently sets an agenda that frames AfD demarcation, Ukraine
rearmament and Trump criticism as societal consensus topics. Alternative agendas (economy, negotiations,
supporter perspectives) are systematically absent, which narrows the perception of the political space of opinion.

Rationale: The broadcast of 19.10.2025 shows a clear one-sidedness that manifests consistently across several items
and techniques. Pursuant to §26 para. 1 MStV, broadcasting services are obliged to provide diversity of opinion; the
present broadcast violates this requirement through asymmetric framing, selective source selection and systematic
omissions. The one-sidedness cannot be attributed to individual errors, but shows a structural pattern running through
several items. The combined score of 5.0/10 and the completeness score of 3.0/10 demonstrate that both the manner
of presentation and the selection of topics show considerable deficiencies. A classification as "systematic bias" would
need to be examined upon confirmation through further broadcast analyses.

CONCLUSION

The Tagesschau of 19.10.2025 exhibits a clear centre-left tendency, which manifests in asymmetric framing (Gaza
victim perspective, Merz-AfD association, Trump resistance narrative), selective source selection (Hamas figures
without distancing, ARD's own polls as a neutral source) and systematic omissions (hostage perspective, international
law, conservative counter-voices). Pursuant to §26 para. 1 MStV, broadcasting services are obliged to provide
diversity of opinion and balanced representation of different opinions; this obligation is not fulfilled by the present
broadcast in several items. Particularly serious is the editorial contextualisation of Merz's choice of words as close to
the AfD (03:45), which disguises a political evaluation as journalistic fact and thereby violates the principle of
separation of news and opinion. The ARD public service mandate, which prescribes comprehensive and balanced
information for the population, is quantified by the completeness score of 3.0/10: seven of ten relevant perspectives on
the main topic are entirely absent or only indicated. A single broadcast does not yet constitute a violation of §26 MSt
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CHAPTER 3 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS

Party evaluation table

Party Score (- | Concrete evidence (timestamp + brief quote)

5..+5)

CDhu/CsuU -1 approx. 04:20 "He speaks of the 'cityscape' as a problem" — programme position:
limit migration, accelerate returns — The choice of words is contextualised as close
to the AfD ("that many would rather associate with the AfD"), without the substantive
alignment with CDU programme positions (limitation, problem identification) being
equally highlighted. Core position correctly indicated, but slightly distorted through

framing.
SPD 0 Not represented in broadcast.
Greens 0 Not represented in broadcast.
FDP 0 Not represented in broadcast.
AfD -1 approx. 03:45 "How to deal with the ever-stronger AfD?" / approx. 04:10 "choice of

words that many would rather associate with the AfD" — programme position: AfD
sees itself as a people's party with legitimate migration positions — The AfD appears
exclusively as an object of demarcation and a reference point for problematic
rhetoric; its own positions are not represented. No direct quote, no self-positioning.
Structurally underrepresented as the largest opposition party (82 seats).

BSW 0 Not represented in broadcast.
Left 0 Not represented in broadcast.
Freie Wahler 0 Not represented in broadcast.

Party bias summary

» Most accurate representation: CDU/CSU (Score -1) — as the only party treated substantively, still the most
complete, albeit with framing limitations.

» Strongest distortion: AfD (Score -1) — structurally: used exclusively as a negative reference, no own voice, no
representation of programme positions despite relevance as the largest opposition force.

» Average deviation: 0.3 (across all 8 parties; with only 2 evaluated parties, factually of limited significance)

» Conclusion: The broadcast treats party-political content only marginally. The CDU block is represented factually,
but with a slight framing disadvantage (Merz quote is placed in proximity to the AfD). The AfD is constructed
exclusively as a demarcation foil — without its own positioning, direct quote or programme representation. All
other parties are entirely absent. A systematic distortion in the classical sense is not present, but there is a
structural asymmetry in the treatment of the AfD.
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CHAPTER 4 — LEGAL CLASSIFICATION (§26 MStV / ARD State Treaty)

Assessment under §26 MStV

Potential violation 1 — Diversity of opinion / balance (§26 para. 1 MStV):
Norm: §26 para. 1 MStV — requirement of diversity of opinion and adequate consideration of the diversity of opinions

Facts: The AfD as the second-strongest force in the Bundestag (20.8% in the 2025 federal election, 82 seats) is
treated in the broadcast exclusively as an object of demarcation. No direct quote, no representation of its own
positions, no contextualisation as a political actor with a programme. —

Evidence: approx. 03:30-04:40 "How to deal with the ever-stronger AfD?" / "choice of words that many would rather
associate with the AfD" —

Assessment: For a single broadcast, this is still within the bounds of editorial discretion. However, should this pattern
occur systematically across broadcasts, a violation of the diversity requirement under §26 para. 1 MStV would need to
be seriously examined. In the individual case: borderline, no clear violation.

Potential violation 2 — Objectivity requirement / separation requirement (§26 para. 2 MStV):
Norm: §26 para. 2 MStV — news must be factual and truthful, comments must be identified as such —

Facts: The formulation "choice of words that many would rather associate with the AfD" is an evaluative
contextualisation without a source reference ("many" — who?), which appears in a news context without explicit
identification as a comment. —

Evidence: approx. 04:15 "but this week on the topic of migration he uses a choice of words that many would rather
associate with the AfD" —

Assessment: Minor violation of the objectivity requirement. The formulation contains an implicit evaluation
(delegitimisation through AfD association) that is not identified as an opinion. In the individual case: minor, but
methodologically problematic.

No violation discernible — freedom from state influence (§26 para. 3 MStV):

The broadcast shows no discernible state influence. Government action (CDU caucus, Chancellor's statements) is
critically accompanied, not uncritically conveyed.

Overall assessment §26 MStV

The broadcast moves essentially within the requirements of §26 MStV. The objectivity requirement is slightly touched
at one point by an evaluation not identified as a comment ("choice of words that many would rather associate with the
AfD") — this is the most clear-cut individual finding. The diversity requirement is not per se violated in the context of a
15-minute news broadcast if individual parties receive no direct quote; it becomes problematic only with demonstrable
systematicity across several broadcasts. The ARD State Treaty obliges the institution to an internal pluralism that is
structurally burdened in this broadcast by the one-sided construction of the AfD as a pure demarcation object without
its own voice, but not clearly violated. A legally sustainable complaint under §26 MStV would not be sufficiently
substantiated on the basis of this single broadcast; a longitudinal analysis of several broadcasts would be required for
an overall assessment.
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OVERALL EVALUATION OF THE 15 CRITERIA

Individual scores — all 15 criteria

Score Classification

No. ‘ Criterion

1

© 0o N o O »~ w N

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8)

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14)

EXPERT SELECTION
SOURCE SELECTION

TIME ALLOCATION

OMISSION (Selective Omission)
MANIPULATION OF FIGURES
GUILT BY ASSOCIATION
TIMING

SELECTIVE OUTRAGE
COMPLETENESS

FRAMING (setting the frame)
CHOICE OF WORDS AND TERMS
PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION ASYMMETRY
FALSE BALANCE
AGENDA-SETTING

OVERALL SCORE 5.9/10

6.0/10

5.7110

(3]

N A OO O O N O 00N o N o o

Considerable bias

Considerable bias

Considerable bias

Averaged from hard facts and soft facts
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KEY — Meaning of scores

Individual scores per criterion (0—-10)

0 No finding

1-2 Weak finding

34 finding

Moderate finding

Slight to moderate

5 with impact
relevance

6 Considerable finding

(threshold)

7 Considerable finding

8-9

10 Maximum

Serious finding

No relevant anomaly identified.
Minor anomaly without material impairment of balance.

Discernible tendency; impact relevance low to moderate.

Relevant bias that influences the opinion-forming potential of the audience.

Scores from 6 are reported as "considerable findings".

Clear, well-substantiated bias with marked impact relevance.

Pronounced bias; several substantiated individual findings in this criterion.

Systematic, pervasive bias in this criterion.

manifestation

Aggregated deviation index — interpretation ranges

0.0-2.5
2.6-4.0
41-6.0
6.1-8.0
8.1-10

Unremarkable

Slight bias

Considerable bias

Serious deviation from
the balance
requirement. High
degree of deviation

Fundamental systemic
one-sidedness. Very
high degree of bias

Party-political bias (-5 to +5)

No material patterns discernible; broadcast meets the objectivity
requirement.

Isolated anomalies; statistically visible, but still within the tolerance
range.

Several considerable findings; relevant impairment of diversity of
perspectives.

Pronounced, cross-broadcast patterns; high impact relevance.

Maximum manifestation across almost all criteria; systematically one-
sided reporting.

-5to -3

-2 to -1
0
+1 to +2

+3 to +5

Prasident: Schlapfer, David - Kontakt:

Strongly
disadvantaged

Slightly disadvantaged
Neutral
Slightly favoured

Strongly favoured

Party is clearly disadvantaged in representation, airtime or framing.

Discernible, but weak disadvantage.
No discernible preference or disadvantage.
Discernible, but weak preference.

Party is clearly favoured in representation, airtime or framing.
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Legal and methodological classification

No finding of fact

No legal ruling

No proof of causality

No judgement of
intent

Heuristic
comparison
instrument

The results presented do not constitute findings of fact regarding individual persons,
editorial teams or broadcasts. They are to be understood as the result of a standardised
operationalisation, not as a determination of individual responsibility.

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment within the meaning of
§26 MStV. The determination of whether a specific broadcast violates statutory
requirements is the exclusive responsibility of the competent authorities (in particular
media regulators).

Statistical correlations are not to be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial
intentions. Deviation values may be influenced by topic selection, news situation, political
controversy or format logic.

The analysis measures observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 7
means that a considerable bias has been identified — not that the editorial team intended
this. The methodology makes no statements about motives or strategic objectives.

The index serves for comparative pattern recognition across thousands of broadcasts, not
for the precise metric measurement of individual items. Threshold values serve as heuristic
orientation, not as sharp legal qualification.
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APPENDIX: CANTONAL LEGISLATION

Legal basis Germany — ARD, ZDF

/ . Schweizerischer Verein fur ausgewogene Berichterstattung

Law
Media State Treaty (MStV, 2020)

Relevant articles

» §26 para. 1 MStV: Public broadcasting institutions shall provide in their services a comprehensive overview of
international, European, national and regional events in all essential areas of life. They shall thereby promote
international understanding, European integration and social cohesion in the Federation and the Lander. Their
services shall serve education, information, advice and entertainment. They shall offer contributions in particular to
culture. Entertainment shall correspond to a public broadcasting service profile.

» §5 para. 1 ZDF State Treaty: Obligation to objectivity and impartiality of reporting, consideration of diversity of
opinion.

+ ARD State Treaty: Public service mandate with objectivity and impartiality.

Core obligations

1. Diversity of opinion (internal pluralism): All relevant perspectives must be represented in the overall
programme

2. Objectivity and balance: Presenters must treat guests to the same standards

3. Contribution to opinion formation: Audience must receive sufficient information for independent opinion
formation

Supervisory authority

» Broadcasting councils of the state broadcasting institutions: supervision of ARD institutions (BR, WDR, NDR, etc.)
« ZDF Television Council (§19 ZDF State Treaty): supervision of ZDF programme
+ Legal supervision: respective federal state (ZDF: Rhineland-Palatinate)

Complaints procedure

1. Programme complaint to the competent broadcasting council or ZDF Television Council
2. Administrative court action
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APPENDIX 2: SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATIONS
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Evaluations and membership at SVFAB

At SVFAB.ch you not only receive further detailed evaluations, but can also have them produced for any broadcasts of your
choice (we charge for this).

In order to do our work solidly, we depend on membership and donor contributions.

Contact and further information:
www.SVFAB.ch | Kontakt@SVFAB.ch

Bank details: PostFinance — POFICHBE
IBAN: CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1
Recipient: SVFAB, P.O. Box, CH-8021 Zurich 1
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You can obtain the following books from SVFAB

Orders via www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch

Unbalanced reporting is the response to the halving initiative in
Switzerland: here the manipulation techniques are explained in detail,
starting with the selection of staff and source selection.Subsequently,
15 principles are explained: omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt
by association, emotionalisation, context removal and many more,
illustrated with many examples. In addition, it becomes apparent
where we ourselves apply these techniques — this promotes not only
insight but also empathy.

Optionally the book comes with playing cards

Also available as an audiobook

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else
has written the script.

Those who do not know this provide material. Good quotes that are
cut incorrectly. Correct statements that end up in the wrong context.
Honest answers that are framed as confessions.

This book is not a media criticism book. It is a toolkit — for everyone
who has a microphone in front of their face and wants to know what
they can do about it. 7 chapters. 7 tools: What an interview really is.
The 7 most common traps. The three basic principles of sovereignty
— anchoring, reframing, setting boundaries. Preparation in one hour.
Body and voice. What to do when things go wrong. And what counts
after the interview.

For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for
everyone who is exposed and wants to understand how the game
works. So that they stop playing along — and start shaping it.

In A5. Direct. For preparation, reference, follow-up and in difficult
situations
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You think you see the world.In reality you see the frame that
someone has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most
elegant manipulation technique in the world. It does not change the
facts — it changes what we make of the facts. How we feel. What we
believe. How we decide. And it works — because we all participate.
Daily. Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry textbook. Itis a
workbook — playful, direct, full of examples from real life. You learn
not only how others frame you. You learn how you yourself frame —
and how you can use it consciously and fairly.
Because those who understand framing see the world more clearly.
Listen to news differently. Conduct conversations more confidently.
- mif vilen- Bespleler- = And can no longer so easily have a frame imposed on them that
it Schiieke someone else has chosen.
With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, media and
everyday life — and the occasional smile.
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything.

§ ; =
yaNing—|
Lﬁl ME§T|L |

———

. Ein, praxisorientiertes Lehrbuch

& The SRG collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from

DAS UBI- every household. Those who feel unfairly treated can complain. There
BESCHWERDESYSTEM

is even an authority for this: the IGAC, the Independent Grievance
Authority for Radio and Television.

Only: itis not independent. It has no sanctioning powers. And in
99.6% of all cases it decides: nothing.

This analysis lays bare the system — factually, precisely, without
polemic. Procedures, personnel, powers, costs, statistics, legal
recourse. And the constitutional law review that shows: the IGAC
system meets none of the three fundamental criteria — it is not
adequate, not based on separation of powers, not market-based.
The authority that is supposed to protect citizens primarily protects
the system it was supposed to control.

Essential reading for everyone considering a complaint — and for
everyone who wants to understand why genuine media regulation in
Switzerland is still outstanding.
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