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FRANCE TV DETAILED ANALYSIS 

2026-05-09_Journal-20h_Édition du samedi 9 mai 2026.qsm 

Broadcast: France 2 Journal 20h  |  2026-05-09  |  Analysed on: 2026-05-12 10:41 

Version 2.6-detail  |  K5+K13 — Dokumentation des événements déclencheurs avant évaluation d'asymétrie.  |  
Konverter 3.4 (2026-05-20)  |  Référence: Loi 86-1067 Art. 43-11 

 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

6.4/10 Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of deviation 

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Classification according to Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each 
party is rated on a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 

Party LFI PCF EELV PS Renaissance LR RN 

CHES 1.50 1.80 2.50 3.50 5.50 7.00 8.80 

Spectrum Left Left Left Left Centre Right Right 

 

The overall tendency is presented on a scale from 0 to 10 (0 = strongly favourable to the left, 5 = balanced, 10 = 
strongly favourable to the right). The calculation is based on the difference in average favouritism of left-wing vs. right-
wing parties (grouping according to CHES 2024). 

TENDENCY (L − R) 4.5 / 10 Balanced 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

← Left Right → 

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center 

 

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score. 

 

  

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/
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POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 

 

Party CHES L-R Classification 

LFI 1.50 Left 

PCF 1.80 Left 

EELV 2.50 Left 

PS 3.50 Left 

Renaissance 5.50 Centre 

LR 7.00 Right 

RN 8.80 Right 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each party is rated on 
a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 
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CHAPTER 1 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS (Partisan bias) 

 

Party Score (-
5..+5) 

Representation vs. programmatic position 

Renaissance (RE) 0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Rassemblement 
National (RN) 

-2 08:30–10:00 "The RN mayor of the town filed a complaint" — Programme position: 
not represented; the party is associated with the Carpentras incident without its 
programmatic positions being mentioned — distorted by implicit association 

La France 
Insoumise (LFI) 

0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Les Républicains 
(LR) 

0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Parti Socialiste 
(PS) 

0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Europe Écologie 
(EELV) 

0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Parti Communiste 
(PCF) 

0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

Reconquête (R!) 0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

MoDem 0 Absent from the broadcast — Programme position: not addressed — omitted 

 

(Note: Reform UK is a British party not listed in the French political landscape. Its treatment is analysed in criteria 
2, 5, 8 and 13.) 

Summary of partisan bias 

•  Most faithful representation: No French party is represented in a substantial way in this edition (score 0 for the 
majority). 

•  Strongest distortion: RN (Score -2) — implicitly associated with the Carpentras incident without its programmatic 
positions being represented. 

•  Average deviation from 0: 0.2 (low, as most parties are absent) 

•  Conclusion: This edition is primarily devoted to social, health and international topics, with very limited French 
political presence. The only documentable partisan distortion concerns the RN, associated with the Carpentras 
incident in an asymmetric manner compared to the treatment of the identical incident in Canet-en-Roussillon. The 
near-total absence of French parties from the edition makes it difficult to generalise the assessment of partisan 
bias. 

Overall left-right tendency 

TENDENCY SCORE: -0.8 

CLASSIFICATION: Pro-left (slightly) 

Justification: The slight pro-left bias is primarily observable in the asymmetric treatment of the RN (implicit association 
with the Carpentras incident) and Reform UK (accumulation of negative qualifiers with no equivalent for left-wing 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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parties). This bias is moderate and does not constitute a systematic orientation of the edition, which is dominated by 
social topics treated in a broadly balanced manner. The tendency is consistent with recurring observations on the 
treatment of nationalist parties by French public audiovisual media. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 2 — BROADCAST INFORMATION AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK 

 

Broadcast data 

•  Title: Journal de 20 heures — France 2 

•  Date (from file name): Saturday 10 May 2025 (internal reference: "samedi", "8 mai 1945" commemorations the day 
before, "9 mai 1945" Moscow parade) 

•  Duration (estimated from transcript): ~35 minutes 

•  Presenter: Laurent Delahousse 

Person Function Party/Affiliation Political spectrum 

Laurent Delahousse News presenter France 2 (public service) Neutral (journalist) 

WHO Director-General 
(cited) 

WHO head WHO Neutral (international 
institution) 

Medical expert (unnamed) Doctor/infectiologist Not specified Neutral 

Vaccine expert (unnamed) Researcher/doctor Not specified Neutral 

Oil expert (unnamed) Energy analyst Not specified Neutral 

Water/desalination expert 
(unnamed) 

Environmental specialist Not specified Neutral 

Charlotte (resident of Le 
Ferré) 

Architect, rural area None Neutral 

Mayor of Le Ferré 
(unnamed) 

Local elected official Not specified Neutral 

Jessica (shopkeeper, 
Avignon) 

Shop owner None Neutral 

Restaurant owner 
Tourcoing (unnamed) 

Restaurant owner None Neutral 

Gérald (motorist, Loire-
Atlantique) 

Private individual None Neutral 

Clément (injured 
motorcyclist) 

Private individual None Neutral 

Mayor of Villerville 
(unnamed) 

Local elected official Not specified Neutral 

Mayor of Carpentras 
(unnamed) 

RN mayor RN Far right (8.5) 

Radio contractor 
representative (unnamed) 

Radio director None Neutral 

Reform UK voters 
(Manchester) 

Private individuals Reform UK (GB) Far right (equivalent) 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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Local Reform UK elected 
official (unnamed) 

Local councillor Reform UK Far right (equivalent) 

Marie Burgot France 2 correspondent France 2 Neutral (journalist) 

Amandine (kit house) Private individual (female) None Neutral 

Yoann (kit house) Private individual None Neutral 

Franck (mandoline street 
vendor) 

Demonstrator/street vendor None Neutral 

Thomas (raclette street 
vendor) 

Demonstrator/street vendor None Neutral 

David Attenborough Naturalist/documentary 
maker 

None Neutral 

King Charles III British head of state British monarchy Neutral 

Vladimir Putin (cited) Russian president Kremlin Neutral (international actor) 

Keir Starmer (cited) British Prime Minister Labour Centre-left 

Nigel Farage (cited) Reform UK leader Reform UK Far right 

M. Mesloub Soares Footballer (16 years old, 
RC Lens) 

None Neutral 

 

Main topics of this edition 

This Saturday edition covers around ten distinct topics: the health management of a hantavirus cluster on a cruise 
ship (evacuation in Tenerife), an oil slick in the Persian Gulf attributed to tensions surrounding the American blockade 
of Iran, and the impact of rising fuel prices on rural French households. In parallel, the news bulletin covers social 
topics (food flavourings, road conditions, kit houses), an incident in Carpentras (broadcast of a Vichy anthem on 8 
May), the electoral breakthrough of Reform UK in the United Kingdom, and cultural/sporting topics (David 
Attenborough's centenary, tribute to ASSE, Mesloub's goal at Lens). 

Context (main topic — hantavirus) 

A hantavirus cluster (Andes strain) was identified aboard the cruise ship Hondius, resulting in 3 deaths and 6 
confirmed cases among the 150 passengers and crew members. Evacuation is imminent in Tenerife, under strict 
health protocols, with delegations from several countries. The WHO Director-General visited the site and described all 
passengers as "high-risk contacts". The post-Covid context amplifies public concern, even though the WHO is 
reassuring about the limited nature of this virus compared to SARS-CoV-2. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 3 — 15 CRITERIA: DETAILED ANALYSIS 

 

Hard facts — 9 quantifiable and scientifically verifiable techniques 

 

1. EXPERT SELECTION (Choice of experts) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Expert 1: Doctor/infectiologist (unnamed, cited on hantavirus) 

Timestamp: ~02:20 

Statement: "It remains a virus about which we do not know everything. Covid taught us caution. We must remain 
cautious, vigilant and monitor events as they unfold." 

Classification: Unidentified medical expert, cautious and reasonable position, but the reference to Covid in his 
statement reinforces the anxiety-inducing framing. 

Missing counter-voice: A virologist specialising in hantaviruses could have contextualised the real risk with precise 
epidemiological data. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Not identifiable (anonymous expert). No detectable conflict of interest. 

(b) MANDATE: Compatible with a neutral assessment a priori, but anonymity prevents any verification. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No apparent conflict detectable 
D2 Personal risk: 0 — Anonymity, risk not assessable 
D3 Specialised competence: +1 — General practitioner or infectiologist, relevant field but not specialised in hantavirus 
D4 Consistency of opinion: 0 — No verifiable prior statements 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: 0 — Cautious statement but without quantitative data 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source (expert cited without identification) 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: The assessment is not presented as partisan, but anonymity and the 
absence of quantitative data limit its informational value. 

Expert 2: Doctor/researcher (unnamed, on the vaccine) 

Timestamp: ~03:45 

Statement: "Vaccine production can be relatively rapid, as we saw with Covid. Then it needs to be tested in clinical 
studies. That is likely to take more time. Fortunately, there are not many cases in the world. But the urgency is far 
less than what we experienced with Covid." 

Classification: Unidentified medical expert, balanced statement that puts the urgency in perspective. 

Missing counter-voice: A Moderna representative could have clarified the commercial stakes and the conditions for 
funding research into a low-prevalence virus. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Not identifiable. 

(b) MANDATE: Compatible with a neutral assessment. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No apparent conflict 
D2 Personal risk: 0 — Anonymity 
D3 Specialised competence: +1 — Relevant field 
D4 Consistency of opinion: 0 — Not verifiable 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: +1 — Factual and nuanced statement 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source 

•  TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Not presented as partisan. 

Expert 3: Oil/energy analyst (unnamed) 

Timestamp: ~05:10 

Statement: "Wells are not like a tap that can be turned off and on without consequences, particularly oil fields with 
low pressure such as Iranian fields." 

Classification: Technical expert, factual statement on oil production constraints. 

Missing counter-voice: A Middle East geopolitics expert could have contextualised the hypotheses of sabotage or a 
strike. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Not identifiable. 

(b) MANDATE: Compatible with a neutral assessment on the technical level. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No apparent conflict 
D2 Personal risk: 0 — Anonymity 
D3 Specialised competence: +2 — Precise and consistent technical statement 
D4 Consistency of opinion: 0 — Not verifiable 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: +1 — Factual 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source 

•  TOTAL: +4 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

Expert 4: Water/desalination specialist (unnamed) 

Timestamp: ~05:45 

Statement: "This region depends heavily on desalination plants for drinking water. A major oil spill is a nightmare for 
the installations." 

Classification: Environmental expert, factual statement on regional risks. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Not identifiable. 

(b) MANDATE: Compatible with a neutral assessment. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 
D2 Personal risk: 0 
D3 Specialised competence: +1 
D4 Consistency of opinion: 0 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: 0 — Slightly emotional ("nightmare") 
D6 Source level: 0 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

Expert 5: Flavourist/professor (training school) 

Timestamp: ~20:30 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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Statement: "You would need a lot of raspberries to produce the taste of raspberry. The advantage of flavouring is 
that it is concentrated, meaning only small quantities need to be applied to achieve the same natural result as 
raspberry and the same mouthfeel." 

Classification: Technical expert, but statement favourable to the food industry (she "works regularly with them"). 

Missing counter-voice: An independent toxicologist or a consumer association representative could have 
counterbalanced the pro-industry perspective. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Works "regularly with industry players" — structural conflict of interest. 

(b) MANDATE: Partially incompatible with a neutral assessment of the risks of flavourings. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Declared links with the food industry 
D2 Personal risk: 0 
D3 Specialised competence: +2 — Flavourist, exact field 
D4 Consistency of opinion: 0 — Not verifiable 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: +1 — Factual 
D6 Source level: +1 — Primary source (practitioner) 

•  TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Presented as a neutral expert despite having structural links with the 
industry. 

Expert 6: Consumer association representative (unnamed) 

Timestamp: ~21:30 

Statement: "There is a risk of mutation in DNA. These products must be withdrawn from the market. This is a typical 
example of the fact that flavouring is not a product to be taken lightly." 

Classification: Consumer association representative, activist position but legitimate. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Consumer association — mixed funding (membership fees, possible public subsidies). 

(b) MANDATE: Compatible with a critical assessment of industrial practices. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No link with the industry 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public stance against the industry 
D3 Specialised competence: 0 — Association representative, not a toxicologist 
D4 Consistency of opinion: +1 — Position consistent with the association's mandate 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: -1 — "Risk of mutation in DNA" without cited source 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Presented as a legitimate critical voice, which is appropriate. 

Missing expert groups: 

•  Virologist specialising in hantaviruses (to contextualise the real risk of the Andes strain compared to Covid, with 
quantitative epidemiological data) 

•  Independent toxicologist (to assess the risks of food flavourings without links to the industry) 

•  Geopolitics specialist on the Middle East (to analyse the hypotheses surrounding the Iranian oil slick) 

Source credibility light: 

Source D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 Total Signal 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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Doctor/infectiologist 
(unnamed, cited on 
hantavirus) 

+1 0 +1 0 0 0 ? ? 

Doctor/researcher 
(unnamed, on the 
vaccine) 

+1 0 +1 0 +1 0 ? ? 

Oil/energy analyst 
(unnamed) 

+1 0 +2 0 +1 0 ? ? 

Water/desalination 
specialist (unnamed) 

+1 0 +1 0 0 0 ? ? 

Flavourist/professor 
(training school) 

-1 0 +2 0 +1 +1 ? ? 

Consumer association 
representative (unnamed) 

+1 +1 0 +1 -1 0 ? ? 
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2. SOURCE SELECTION (Choice of sources) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour verification) 

 

Source 1: WHO (World Health Organization) 

Timestamp: ~01:15 — Statement: "All persons on board are, for us, considered high-risk contacts." 

(a) Funding and ownership: Funded by member states and voluntary contributions (including private foundations 
such as the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation). Potential conflict of interest regarding health recommendations 
related to vaccines. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: The WHO has an institutional interest in demonstrating its responsiveness and 
usefulness, which may lead to an overestimation of risks in the early phases of a health event. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: An independent epidemiologist could have contextualised the WHO's 
statement. 

Missing counter-source: Epidemiologist specialising in hantaviruses. 

 

Source 2: Association 40 millions d'automobilistes 

Timestamp: ~07:00 — Statement: Request to report degraded roads on smartphone applications. 

(a) Funding and ownership: Motorists' defence association, funded by membership fees and commercial 
partnerships (insurance companies, automotive equipment manufacturers). Potential conflict of interest on topics 
related to the automobile. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: The association has an interest in amplifying problems related to road 
infrastructure to justify its existence and its campaigns. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: A representative of local authorities (responsible for road maintenance) or the 
Ministry of Transport could have provided a contradictory perspective. 

Missing counter-source: Roads directorate of the Ministry of Transport. 

 

Source 3: Moderna (pharmaceutical laboratory) 

Timestamp: ~03:30 — Statement: "The Moderna laboratory confirmed having begun research even before the 
discovery of this cluster." 

(a) Funding and ownership: Publicly listed pharmaceutical company, private shareholders. Direct commercial 
interest in vaccine development. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Moderna has an obvious commercial interest in being mentioned positively in 
the context of a health alert. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: A representative of the European Medicines Agency (EMA) or a bioethicist 
could have contextualised the commercial stakes of vaccine development for a low-prevalence virus. 

Missing counter-source: Bioethicist or EMA representative. 

 

Summary: The sources used are broadly legitimate but present undisclosed structural conflicts of interest 
(WHO/vaccines, 40 millions d'automobilistes/automotive industry, Moderna/commercial interests). The absence of 
contradictory sources on these three topics constitutes a significant editorial gap. 
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION (Allocation of airtime) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Estimated airtime by topic/position: 

•  Hantavirus (evacuation + protocols + vaccine): approx. 6 min. (17%) 

•  Oil slick in the Persian Gulf: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Fuel prices / rural areas: approx. 4 min. (11%) 

•  Commercial fuel offers: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Road conditions: approx. 4 min. (11%) 

•  Carpentras incident (Vichy anthem/RN): approx. 2.5 min. (7%) 

•  Food flavourings: approx. 4 min. (11%) 

•  Putin/Ukraine (9 May ceasefire): approx. 0.5 min. (1%) 

•  Reform UK / British local elections: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Kit houses: approx. 4 min. (11%) 

•  Paris Fair / street vendors: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  David Attenborough (centenary): approx. 1.5 min. (4%) 

•  Football (ASSE, RC Lens): approx. 1.5 min. (4%) 

Summary: The distribution of airtime is broadly balanced between international news topics, social topics and 
cultural/sporting topics, in keeping with the Saturday news bulletin format. The hantavirus topic receives the 
longest airtime (17%), which may be justified by its immediate news character, but also amplifies the anxiety-
inducing framing. The Ukraine/Putin topic is treated very briefly (0.5 min.) despite its geopolitical importance. 
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4. OMISSION (Selective omission) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Omission 1: 

Context: The responsibility of the cruise company for the appearance of the hantavirus cluster (sanitary conditions 
on board, presence of rodents, itinerary in risk areas) is never mentioned. 

Relevant to: Timestamp ~01:00–04:00 

Effect: The viewer perceives the event as an unforeseeable natural disaster rather than as an incident potentially 
linked to failures in private health management. 

 

Omission 2: 

Context: In the topic on the oil slick, the hypothesis of a strike or sabotage is mentioned but immediately relativised 
without in-depth geopolitical analysis. The context of the ongoing American-Iranian negotiations (mentioned in the 
introduction) is not articulated with the hypotheses about the slick. 

Relevant to: Timestamp ~05:00–06:00 

Effect: The potential link between geopolitical tensions and the environmental incident remains unclear, depriving 
the viewer of a coherent analysis. 

 

Omission 3: 

Context: In the Carpentras topic, the reaction of political parties other than the RN (notably left-wing parties, the 
government) to the incident is not sought. Only the RN mayor speaks. 

Relevant to: Timestamp ~08:30–10:00 

Effect: The absence of a contradictory political reaction leaves the topic in an ambiguity that benefits the implicit 
narrative of RN responsibility, without this being either confirmed or refuted. 

 

Omission 4: 

Context: In the Reform UK topic, the party's economic and social positions (cost of living, pensions, social benefits) 
that motivate some of its voters are mentioned by witnesses but are not analysed by a British political expert. 

Relevant to: Timestamp ~13:00–15:00 

Effect: Reform UK's victory is presented primarily through the lens of immigration, partially obscuring the economic 
motivations expressed by the voters interviewed themselves. 

 

Omission 5: 

Context: In the topic on food flavourings, the European regulatory issues (ongoing revision of the regulation on 
smoke flavourings) and the positions of industry players are not presented. 

Relevant to: Timestamp ~19:00–22:00 

Effect: The viewer does not have the elements to assess whether the situation is moving towards regulatory 
improvement or whether the status quo persists. 
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Summary: The most significant omissions concern industrial responsibility (cruise industry, food industry) and in-
depth political analysis (Reform UK, Carpentras). These gaps do not appear to be systematically oriented in a 
single political direction, but reveal a tendency to favour emotional narrative over structural analysis. 

 

Missing voices 

•  Virologist specialising in hantaviruses: Would have provided a precise assessment of the real risk of the Andes 
strain compared to Covid, with quantitative epidemiological data. 

•  Representative of the cruise company: Would have provided information on sanitary conditions on board, the 
presence of rodents and contractual responsibilities. 

•  Passenger or crew member: Would have provided direct testimony on the conditions experienced on board for 
more than a month. 

•  Lawyer specialising in passenger rights: Would have provided a perspective on possible recourse and the 
obligations of companies. 

•  Researcher in the ecology of emerging diseases: Would have provided the link between climate change, the 
expansion of carrier rodents and the risks of viral emergence. 

•  Representative of Moderna or another laboratory: Would have provided a transparent assessment of the 
commercial stakes related to the development of a vaccine for a virus with "very limited cases". 

•  Argentine/Chilean authorities: Would have provided the local epidemiological context of the Andes strain in the 
countries of origin. 

•  Passenger/consumer associations: Would have provided a perspective on the protection of travellers in the event 
of a health crisis on board. 
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5. FIGURES MANIPULATION (Manipulation of figures) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~00:30 

Figure: "The virus responsible for 3 deaths" / "only 6 cases of hantavirus have been confirmed" 

Missing context: The fatality rate of the Andes strain (approximately 35-40% according to available epidemiological 
data) is not mentioned, which deprives the viewer of an essential element of comparison with Covid (fatality rate ~1-
2%). 

Effect: Without this context, the viewer cannot assess whether 3 deaths out of 6 cases is an alarming figure (high 
fatality rate) or a reassuring one (very low absolute number). 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~06:30 

Figure: "10 to 20% [of French roads] are in poor condition" / "France has dropped in a few years from 1st to 18th 
place in the world" 

Missing context: The source of this world ranking is not cited. The ranking criterion (road quality, investment, 
safety?) is not specified. 

Effect: The figure of "18th place in the world" is presented as an established fact without the viewer being able to 
assess its reliability or methodology. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp: ~14:00 

Figure: "200,000 migrants have crossed the Channel illegally since 2018" (statement by the Reform UK elected 
official) 

Missing context: This figure is presented without journalistic verification or contextualisation (official Home Office 
figures, comparison with other European countries). 

Effect: The Reform UK official's figure is reproduced without visible fact-checking, which gives it an appearance of 
factual validity. 

 

Finding 4: 

Timestamp: ~05:30 

Figure: "Area on Wednesday: 52 km2. The equivalent of half of Paris." 

Missing context: The comparison with "half of Paris" is visually striking but potentially misleading: inner Paris covers 
105 km², so 52 km² = half of Paris, which is accurate. However, without specifying the thickness of the slick and the 
quantity of oil spilled, the surface comparison alone does not allow for a rigorous assessment of the real ecological 
severity. 

Effect: The comparison creates an impression of a major catastrophe without the data allowing for a rigorous 
assessment of the environmental impact. 
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Summary: Figures are generally presented accurately but without the context necessary for their correct 
interpretation. The omission of the hantavirus fatality rate and the absence of fact-checking on Reform UK's 
figures constitute the most significant gaps. 
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Association 1: 

Timestamp: ~08:30–10:00 

Quote  
"The RN mayor of the town filed a complaint against the contractor in charge of the musical 
programming." 

Technique: The mention of the mayor's party (RN) is systematically attached to his function in the Carpentras 
report, whereas the investigation establishes that responsibility lies with the external contractor. The narrative 
structure creates an association between RN and the Vichy anthem even though the mayor is ultimately presented 
as a victim of the incident. 

Effect: The viewer retains the RN/Vichy association even if the report concludes that it was a contractor error, 
because the initial framing ("manipulation, provocation or error") activated this association. 

 

Association 2: 

Timestamp: ~13:10 

Quote  "Reform, classified as far right" / "populist leader" 

Technique: Double qualification (far right + populist) in the same introductory sentence, without these qualifiers 
being defined or sourced. 

Effect: The accumulation of negative qualifiers creates an association between Reform UK and pejorative 
connotations without the viewer having the elements to assess the relevance of these qualifications. 

 

Verification (Reform UK): 

•  Does this organisation work with documentable primary sources? YES (electoral results, published programme) 

•  Are the central claims falsifiable? YES (positions on immigration, Channel crossing figures cited by the elected 
official) 

•  Risk matrix: Reform UK obtained significant electoral results (victory in local elections) — the qualifier "populist" is 
a journalistic value judgement, not a neutral analytical category. 

•  Tone of the Reform UK report: factual in voter testimonies, but emotional in the introductory qualifiers. 

•  CATEGORY: B — Legally constituted political party with documented positions, qualified in a partially emotional 
manner by the news bulletin. 

Summary: Two implicit associations are documentable: RN/Vichy (Carpentras) and Reform UK/far-right populist. 
In both cases, the association is partially based on facts (the mayor is RN, Reform UK has nationalist positions) 
but the framing amplifies the association beyond what the established facts justify. 
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7. TIMING 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Position: 00:00–04:00 (Opening — lead story) 

Content: "The virus responsible for 3 deaths on this cruise ship is keeping the world on tenterhooks." 

Timing effect: Placing the hantavirus topic as the absolute opening of the news bulletin gives it maximum 
importance in the information hierarchy. The Ukraine/Putin topic (9 May ceasefire, Moscow parade) is relegated to a 
30-second brief in the middle of the broadcast, even though it concerns an active armed conflict in Europe. 

 

Finding 2: 

Position: ~08:30 (middle of broadcast) 

Content: Carpentras topic (Vichy anthem/RN mayor) 

Timing effect: The topic is placed after the social topics (fuel, roads) and before the cultural topics, in a median 
position that gives it significant visibility without making it the main topic. This positioning is consistent with the 
relative importance of the event. 

 

Finding 3: 

Position: ~22:00 (after the midpoint) 

Content: Ukraine/Putin topic (9 May ceasefire) 

Timing effect: The brevity (30 seconds) and late position of a major geopolitical topic (war in Ukraine, 9 May parade 
in Moscow, Putin's statements on NATO) contrast with the time given to domestic social topics. This editorial choice 
reflects the editorial line of the Saturday news bulletin (proximity and social topics), but can be questioned in light of 
the geopolitical importance of the event. 

 

Summary: The timing reveals an editorial hierarchy that prioritises anxiety-inducing topics (hantavirus) and 
proximity topics (fuel, roads) over major geopolitical topics (Ukraine). This choice is consistent with the Saturday 
news bulletin format but amplifies the emotional framing of the edition. 
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Outrage = bias. Selective outrage amplifies the finding. Score = degree of outrage (0–5) + selectivity (0–5) 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~08:30 

Triggering event: Broadcast of the Vichy anthem in Carpentras during the 8 May commemorations, in a town led by 
an RN mayor. 

Reaction: "manipulation, provocation or simple error due to a lack of general knowledge?" — formulation that 
presupposes the possibility of malicious intent. 

Comparison: The same song was also broadcast in Canet-en-Roussillon during a historical re-enactment. This 
incident is mentioned briefly at the end of the report ("This same song [...] was also broadcast yesterday in Canet-
en-Roussillon") without the Canet-en-Roussillon town hall being politically identified or the same hypotheses 
(manipulation, provocation) being formulated. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrable — the Carpentras incident (RN mayor) receives a markedly more developed and 
emotionally charged editorial treatment than the identical Canet-en-Roussillon incident, whose mayor's political 
affiliation is not mentioned. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~22:00 

Triggering event: Putin's statements during the 9 May parade in Moscow ("aggressive forces supported by NATO in 
Ukraine"). 

Reaction: 30-second brief, neutral and factual tone. 

Comparison: The hantavirus topic (3 deaths) receives 6 minutes of treatment with strong emotional framing, while 
Putin's statements on the war in Ukraine (a conflict that has caused hundreds of thousands of deaths) receive 30 
seconds of neutral treatment. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrable — the disproportion of treatment between a minor health event and a major geopolitical 
event reveals an editorial hierarchy that does not reflect the hierarchy of real stakes. 

 

Summary: The most documentable selective outrage concerns the asymmetric treatment of the Carpentras 
incident (RN mayor, developed and emotional treatment) and the Canet-en-Roussillon incident (identical incident, 
minimal treatment without political identification). The disproportion between the treatment of hantavirus and that 
of the war in Ukraine constitutes a second significant editorial asymmetry. 
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9. COMPLETENESS 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Share of perspectives covered 

Inverted: the original value measures coverage (higher = better). Displayed as deviation (higher = greater gaps). 

[A] Medical/epidemiological perspective: virological characteristics of the Andes strain, fatality rate, actual modes 
of transmission 

[B] WHO/international institutions perspective: health emergency protocols, international coordination 

[C] Passengers and families perspective: experience, anxiety, conditions on board 

[D] Spanish/Canarian authorities perspective: local management, hospital capacities 

[E] Perspective of the various host countries (France, Netherlands, United Kingdom, Spain): divergences in 
protocols 

[F] Cruise industry perspective: responsibility, sanitary conditions on board, contamination vectors 

[G] Vaccine researchers perspective (Moderna and others): actual state of research, realistic timelines 

[H] Critical perspective on the Covid comparison: risk of disproportionate panic vs. legitimate vigilance 

[I] Environmental perspective: presence of carrier rodents in Antarctica/South America, climate change and viral 
emergence 

[J] Passenger/consumer associations perspective: passenger rights, company liability 

[A] OUTLINED 

Timestamp: ~02:30 — Quote: "It is present notably in Argentina and Chile and is transmitted through rodent 
excrement. Transmission can occur between humans, with an incubation period of up to 8 weeks." — Assessment: 
The basic virological characteristics are mentioned but without further elaboration on the actual fatality rate or 
rigorous epidemiological comparison. 

 

[B] COVERED 

Timestamp: ~01:15 — Quote: "All persons on board are, for us, considered high-risk contacts." — Assessment: 
The WHO's position is well represented, with the Director-General's reassuring nuance. 

 

[C] OUTLINED 

Timestamp: ~01:45 — Quote: "For the 150 passengers and crew members of the ship, who left Argentina more 
than a month ago, the end of a long and arduous journey is near." — Assessment: The passengers' experience is 
evoked in general terms without direct testimony. 

 

[D] COVERED 

Timestamp: ~01:00 — Quote: "The authorities wish to proceed with the utmost caution." — Assessment: The 
Spanish arrangements are described satisfactorily. 

 

[E] COVERED 

Timestamp: ~02:50 — Quote: "The strictest are the Spanish. Their nationals will all be hospitalised and subjected 
to tests every 7 days." — Assessment: The differences in protocols between countries are well documented. 

 

[F] OMITTED 

Timestamp: N/A — Quote: N/A — Assessment: The responsibility of the cruise company (sanitary conditions on 
board, presence of rodents, contamination vectors) is never addressed. 

 

[G] OUTLINED 
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Timestamp: ~03:30 — Quote: "The Moderna laboratory confirmed having begun research even before the 
discovery of this cluster." — Assessment: The mention of Moderna is factual but without critical contextualisation 
regarding timelines or commercial stakes. 

 

[H] OUTLINED 

Timestamp: ~02:00 — Quote: "It is of course the resonance with the coronavirus pandemic that fuels the 
questions and fantasies, also surrounding this evacuation." — Assessment: Delahousse acknowledges the risk of 
fantasy but the report itself maintains the Covid comparison without rigorously deconstructing it. 

 

[I] OMITTED 

Timestamp: N/A — Quote: N/A — Assessment: The environmental dimension (presence of carrier rodents in 
polar zones, link with climate change) is entirely absent. 

 

[J] OMITTED 

Timestamp: N/A — Quote: N/A — Assessment: Passenger rights and the legal liability of the cruise company are 
not mentioned. 

 

### Completeness score: 5/10 

Justification: Of ten relevant perspectives, two are covered satisfactorily, four are outlined and four are entirely 
omitted. The report correctly covers the institutional aspects (WHO, national protocols) but neglects the 
dimensions of industrial, environmental and legal responsibility. The comparison with Covid is evoked without 
being genuinely analysed, leaving the viewer in an unresolved emotional ambiguity. 

 

 

1. WHO (World Health Organization) 

1. FUNDING: Member states (mandatory contributions ~20%) + voluntary contributions (~80%, including the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation ~10-15% of total budget). Potential conflict of interest regarding recommendations 
related to vaccines and health alerts. 

2. MANDATE: Partially compatible with a neutral assessment — the WHO has a global public health mandate, 
but also an institutional interest in demonstrating its responsiveness. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in amplifying health alerts to justify its role and its funding. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

- D1 Conflict of interest: 0 — Moderate institutional conflict 

- D2 Personal risk: +1 — The WHO takes publicly committed positions 

- D3 Competence: +2 — Global authority in public health 

- D4 Consistency: +1 — Generally consistent positions 

- D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual statement 

- D6 Source level: +1 — Primary institutional source 

- TOTAL: +6 → SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: An independent epidemiologist specialising in hantaviruses is not cited. 

 

2. Association 40 millions d'automobilistes 

1. FUNDING: Member fees + commercial partnerships (insurance companies, equipment manufacturers). 
Potential conflict of interest on topics related to the automobile and road infrastructure. 

2. MANDATE: Partially compatible — defence of motorists, but interest in amplifying road problems. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Interest in amplifying infrastructure problems to justify its campaigns and media 
visibility. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

- D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Links with the automotive industry 

- D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public stance 

- D3 Competence: +1 — Expertise on road issues 
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- D4 Consistency: +1 — Position consistent with the mandate 

- D5 Emotion vs. data: 0 — Mix of data and emotional appeal 

- D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source (association) 

- TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Roads directorate of the Ministry of Transport or representative of the departments 
(responsible for maintenance) not cited. 

 

3. Moderna (pharmaceutical laboratory) 

1. FUNDING: Publicly listed company (NASDAQ), private shareholders. Direct commercial interest in vaccine 
development. 

2. MANDATE: Incompatible with a neutral assessment of vaccine needs — obvious commercial interest. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Direct commercial interest in being mentioned positively in the context of a health 
alert. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

- D1 Conflict of interest: -2 — Direct commercial interest 

- D2 Personal risk: 0 — Company, not an individual 

- D3 Competence: +2 — Expertise in vaccine development 

- D4 Consistency: 0 — Not verifiable on this specific topic 

- D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual statement (confirmation of research) 

- D6 Source level: +1 — Primary source (company statement) 

- TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: EMA representative or bioethicist on the stakes of vaccine development for a low-
prevalence virus not cited. 

 

4. Flavourist professor (training school) 

1. FUNDING: Vocational training school, links with the food industry declared in the report. 

2. MANDATE: Partially incompatible with a neutral assessment of the risks of flavourings — structural links with 
the industry. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Works "regularly with industry players" — interest in presenting flavourings in a 
favourable light. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

- D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Declared links with the industry 

- D2 Personal risk: 0 — Standard professional statement 

- D3 Competence: +2 — Flavourist, exact field 

- D4 Consistency: 0 — Not verifiable 

- D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual and technical statement 

- D6 Source level: +1 — Primary source (practitioner) 

- TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent toxicologist not cited to assess the risks of synthetic flavourings. 

 

5. Consumer association representative (unnamed) 

1. FUNDING: Consumer association — membership fees + possible public subsidies. No link with the food 
industry. 

2. MANDATE: Compatible with a critical assessment of industrial practices. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Interest in amplifying risks to justify the association's existence and campaigns. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

- D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No link with the industry 

- D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public stance against the industry 

- D3 Competence: 0 — Association representative, not a toxicologist 

- D4 Consistency: +1 — Position consistent with the mandate 
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- D5 Emotion vs. data: -1 — "Risk of mutation in DNA" without cited source 

- D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source 

- TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent toxicologist to validate or nuance the claim about the risk of DNA mutation. 
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Soft facts — 6 qualitative techniques 

 

10. FRAMING 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~00:30 (headline presentation) 

Quote  "The virus responsible for 3 deaths on this cruise ship is keeping the world on tenterhooks." 

Manipulation: Dramatising hyperbole for a limited health event (6 confirmed cases worldwide). 

Why problematic: This formulation creates a disproportion between the epidemiological reality (very rare virus, 
limited transmission) and the viewer's perception of risk, by activating the cognitive schema of the Covid pandemic. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~02:05 

Quote  
"It is of course the resonance with the coronavirus pandemic that fuels the questions and 
fantasies, also surrounding this evacuation." 

Manipulation: Delahousse himself names the risk of "fantasies" but immediately follows up with questions that 
sustain precisely these fantasies (vaccines, protocols, strain). 

Why problematic: The rhetorical acknowledgement of the bias does not neutralise it; on the contrary, it gives it an 
appearance of rigour while maintaining the anxiety-inducing framing. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp: ~08:30 (Carpentras topic) 

Quote  
"A controversy and questions in Carpentras yesterday on the sidelines of the 8 May 1945 
ceremonies." 

Manipulation: The topic is framed as a general "controversy" before specifying that the mayor is RN, which implicitly 
orients the reading towards a political responsibility of the party. 

Why problematic: The "controversy" framing precedes the identification of the mayor's party, creating an implicit 
association between RN and the incident even before the facts are established. 

 

Summary: The dominant framing of this edition oscillates between health dramatisation (hantavirus/Covid) and 
implicit association between a symbolic incident and political affiliation (Carpentras/RN). Social topics (fuel, roads, 
flavourings) are framed in a more neutral and factual manner. 
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11. WORD AND CONCEPT CHOICE 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~00:30 

Quote  "keeping the world on tenterhooks" 

Manipulation: Emotional hyperbole for a limited health event (6 cases worldwide). 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "attracting international attention" or "being monitored globally for health 
purposes". 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~13:30 (Reform UK topic) 

Quote  "N. Farage's anti-immigration party" / "populist leader" / "classified as far right" 

Manipulation: Accumulation of negative qualifiers (anti-immigration, populist, far right) in the same introductory 
sequence, with no equivalent for the other parties mentioned (Labour described as "left-wing Labour" without 
pejorative adjective). 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "the sovereignist party Reform UK" or "the nationalist right-wing party"; the 
term "populist" is a value judgement, not a factual description. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp: ~08:35 

Quote  "manipulation, provocation or simple error due to a lack of general knowledge?" 

Manipulation: Delahousse's rhetorical question presents three options, two of which (manipulation, provocation) 
imply malicious intent, orienting the viewer even before the report. 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "Error or deliberate act?" — the current formulation presupposes the 
possibility of political intent without evidence. 

 

Finding 4: 

Timestamp: ~13:50 

Quote  "A white working class that feels it has been abandoned by the Labour left in favour of minorities." 

Manipulation: The formulation "in favour of minorities" adopts Reform UK's narrative framework without explicit 
journalistic distancing. 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "who feels that its economic interests have not been taken into account" — 
the current formulation implicitly validates the party's identity-based narrative. 

 

Summary: The lexical choices are broadly moderate on social topics, but reveal notable asymmetries in the 
treatment of Reform UK/RN (accumulated negative qualifiers) and in the coverage of the Carpentras incident 
(presupposition of intent). 
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12. PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~08:30 

Triggering event: Broadcast of the Vichy anthem in Carpentras during the 8 May commemorations, in a town led by 
an RN mayor. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

"A controversy and questions in Carpentras yesterday on the sidelines of the 8 May 1945 
ceremonies. In the streets of the town, the Vichy anthem in praise of Marshal Pétain rang out. So, 
manipulation, provocation or simple error due to a lack of general knowledge?" 

Comparison: No analogous incident involving a mayor from another party is covered in this edition, making direct 
comparison impossible. However, the formulation of the three hypotheses (manipulation, provocation, error) is 
asymmetric: two out of three hypotheses imply malicious intent, which is not the standard formulation for a similar 
incident in a non-RN municipality. 

Asymmetry: Partially demonstrable — the formulation "manipulation, provocation or simple error" presupposes the 
possibility of a deliberate act before the facts are established. The contractor (not affiliated with RN) is ultimately 
identified as responsible, but the initial framing orients towards political responsibility. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~13:00 

Triggering event: Presentation of the topic on the British local elections and Reform UK's victory. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

"The British Prime Minister under pressure following his defeat in the local elections and the 
victory of N. Farage's anti-immigration party." 

Comparison: In the same edition, Labour is presented as "left-wing Labour" without a negative qualifier, while 
Reform UK is systematically described as "anti-immigration party" and its leader as "populist". 

Asymmetry: Demonstrable — the lexical asymmetry between the presentation of Labour (neutral) and that of 
Reform UK (accumulated negative qualifiers) constitutes unequal treatment of two political parties in the same topic. 

 

Finding 3: 

Timestamp: ~00:30 (headlines) 

Triggering event: Presentation of the hantavirus topic at the opening. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

"The virus responsible for 3 deaths on this cruise ship is keeping the world on tenterhooks." 

Comparison: The other topics in the edition (degraded roads, food flavourings) are presented with markedly less 
dramatising formulations despite potentially comparable public health stakes (road accidents: ~3,000 deaths/year in 
France). 

Asymmetry: Demonstrable — dramatisation is selective and concentrated on the hantavirus topic, creating an 
emotional hierarchy that does not necessarily reflect the hierarchy of real risks. 

 

Summary: Delahousse's behaviour is broadly professional and measured, but reveals three documentable 
asymmetries: selective dramatisation of the hantavirus topic, oriented framing of the Carpentras incident, and 
unequal lexical treatment of Reform UK compared to Labour. 
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Asymmetry 1: 

To [Mayor of Carpentras (RN)], ~09:30: "What do you want me to do?" (the mayor's response, not a journalist's 
question) — The question put to the mayor is not transcribed in the transcript, but the mayor is clearly placed in a 
defensive position. 

To [Radio contractor], ~09:10: "Due to his youth, there is a lack of knowledge of history." — The radio manager is 
treated with more understanding (explanation through the employee's youth). 

Comparison: The RN mayor is placed in a position of having to justify himself ("I will take legal action"), while the 
non-RN contractor benefits from a mitigating explanation (historical ignorance due to age). This asymmetry is 
partially inherent to the facts (the mayor is the responsible elected official), but Delahousse's initial framing 
("manipulation, provocation or error") oriented the question towards political responsibility. 

 

Asymmetry 2: 

To [Reform UK voters], ~13:20: "Can you give me the main reason that led you to vote for this party?" — Open, 
neutral question. 

To [Local Reform UK elected official], ~14:00: "Congratulations. It's a fine victory." (the elected official's response, 
not a question) — The elected official is not questioned on the controversial aspects of Reform UK's programme 
(deportations, national preference). 

Comparison: Voters are questioned about their motivations (which is legitimate), but the party's elected official is not 
subjected to critical questions about Reform UK's programmatic positions. The asymmetry is moderate but real. 

 

Summary: Question asymmetry is limited in this edition, primarily observable in the treatment of the Carpentras 
incident (initial framing oriented towards RN responsibility) and in the absence of critical questions to the Reform 
UK elected official about his programme. 
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14. FALSE BALANCE 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Timestamp: ~19:00–22:00 (food flavourings topic) 

Construction: The report presents on one side the flavourist professor (linked to the industry) who explains the 
advantages of flavourings, and on the other the consumer association representative who denounces the risks. This 
apparently balanced structure masks an asymmetry: the professor benefits from a practical laboratory 
demonstration (long, visual, educational sequence) while the association representative has only a short statement. 

Analysis: The false balance lies in the disproportion of time and staging between the two positions, which gives the 
impression of a balanced debate while the pro-industry position is much better illustrated. 

 

Finding 2: 

Timestamp: ~13:00–15:00 (Reform UK topic) 

Construction: The report presents Reform UK voters expressing their motivations (immigration, cost of living), a 
party elected official defending his positions, and a conclusion from the journalist ("A white working class that feels it 
has been abandoned"). No critical voice on Reform UK's programme (Labour opposition, migration policy experts) is 
presented. 

Analysis: The absence of a contradictory voice creates a default false balance: the report gives the floor to Reform 
UK supporters without an analytical counterpoint, which can be perceived either as implicit validation or as an 
incomplete presentation. 

 

Summary: False balance is present in two topics: the flavourings topic (asymmetry of staging between the pro-
industry position and the critical position) and the Reform UK topic (absence of a contradictory voice facing the 
party's supporters). These imbalances do not appear to be systematically oriented in a single political direction. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

Président: Schläpfer, David  -  Contact : kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Adresse :    SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
Page 30 

 

 

15. AGENDA-SETTING 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: 

Element placed on the agenda: The hantavirus/Covid comparison as the natural interpretive framework for any 
health event. 

Timestamp: ~02:05 — Evidence: "It is of course the resonance with the coronavirus pandemic that fuels the 
questions and fantasies, also surrounding this evacuation." 

Alternative agenda: An alternative framing could have presented hantavirus as an endemic virus known since the 
1990s, with well-documented epidemiology and a very low pandemic risk, without systematic reference to Covid. 

 

Finding 2: 

Element placed on the agenda: The rise of the far right in Europe as a unified and concerning phenomenon. 

Timestamp: ~13:00 — Evidence: "A setback that confirms the fragmentation of the political landscape with the 
victories and a strong progression of the anti-immigration party, Reform UK, of N. Farage." 

Alternative agenda: An alternative framing could have analysed Reform UK's victory primarily as an economic 
protest vote (cost of living, pensions, social benefits) rather than as a confirmation of the rise of the far right, drawing 
on the motivations expressed by the voters themselves. 

 

Finding 3: 

Element placed on the agenda: The urban/rural divide as an interpretive framework for the fuel crisis. 

Timestamp: ~07:30 — Evidence: "For the mayor, this situation accentuates the divide between urban and rural 
France." 

Alternative agenda: An alternative framing could have analysed the fuel crisis primarily through the lens of fiscal 
policy (fuel taxes, redistribution) or territorial planning policy, without reducing the topic to a binary urban/rural 
opposition. 

 

Summary: The agenda-setting of this edition is dominated by three recurring interpretive frameworks: the Covid 
comparison for any health event, the rise of the far right for any electoral result unfavourable to traditional parties, 
and the urban/rural divide for social topics. These frameworks are legitimate but their systematic application limits 
the diversity of analyses offered. 
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CHAPTER 4 — OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

 

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Individual scores — The 15 criteria 

No. Criterion Score Classification 

1 EXPERT SELECTION (Choice of experts) 6 ●●● 

2 SOURCE SELECTION (Choice of sources) 6 ●●● 

3 TIME DISTRIBUTION (Allocation of airtime) 7 ●●●● 

4 OMISSION (Selective omission) 6 ●●● 

5 FIGURES MANIPULATION (Manipulation of figures) 7 ●●●● 

6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 6 ●●● 

7 TIMING 7 ●●●● 

8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 6 ●●● 

9 COMPLETENESS 5 ●●● 

10 FRAMING 6 ●●● 

11 WORD AND CONCEPT CHOICE 6 ●●● 

12 PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR 7 ●●●● 

13 QUESTION ASYMMETRY 7 ●●●● 

14 FALSE BALANCE 7 ●●●● 

15 AGENDA-SETTING 6 ●●● 

 

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 6.2/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

 

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 6.5/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

 

OVERALL SCORE 6.4/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High 
degree of deviation 

Average of Hard Facts and Soft Facts 
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KEY — Meaning of scores 

 

Individual scores per criterion (0–10) 

0 No finding No relevant anomaly detected. 

1–2 Weak finding Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance. 

3–4 Slight to moderate finding Recognisable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance. 

5 
Moderate finding with 
impact 

Relevant imbalance affecting the public's opinion-forming potential. 

6 
Significant finding 
(threshold) 

Scores of 6 and above are classified as "significant findings". 

7 Significant finding Clear and well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance. 

8–9 Serious finding 
Pronounced imbalance; several individual findings documented within this 
criterion. 

10 Maximum severity Systematic and widespread imbalance within this criterion. 

 

Aggregated deviation index — Interpretation ranges 

0.0 – 2.5 Unremarkable 
No significant pattern detected; the broadcast respects the duty of 
impartiality. 

2.6 – 4.0 Slight imbalance 
Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within the tolerance 
zone. 

4.1 – 6.0 Significant imbalance 
Several significant findings; relevant impairment of the diversity of 
perspectives. 

6.1 – 8.0 
Serious deviation from the duty 
of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

Pronounced patterns across broadcasts; strong impact relevance. 

8.1 – 10 
Fundamental systemic partiality. 
Very high degree of bias 

Maximum severity on almost all criteria; systematically partial 
reporting. 

 

Party-political bias (-5 to +5) 

-5 to -3 
Strongly 
disadvantaged 

The party is clearly under-represented in framing, airtime or presentation. 

-2 to -1 Slightly disadvantaged Recognisable but minor disadvantage. 

0 Neutral No detectable favouritism or disadvantage. 

+1 to +2 Slightly favoured Recognisable but minor favouritism. 

+3 to +5 Strongly favoured The party is clearly over-represented in framing, airtime or presentation. 
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CHAPTER 5 — LEGAL ASSESSMENT (Law 86-1067 / ARCOM) 

 

Assessment according to Law No. 86-1067 and the France Télévisions Public Service Charter 

Breach 1: 

Standard: Law 86-1067 Art. 1 (pluralism of currents of thought and opinion) / France Télévisions Public Service 
Charter Art. 5 (balance of viewpoints) 

Fact: Asymmetric treatment of the Carpentras and Canet-en-Roussillon incidents — the Carpentras incident (RN 
mayor) receives developed treatment with hypotheses of malicious intent, while the identical Canet-en-Roussillon 
incident is treated in one sentence without political identification or hypothesis of intent. 

Evidence: Timestamp ~08:30–10:00 — Quote: "manipulation, provocation or simple error due to a lack of general 
knowledge? The RN mayor of the town filed a complaint" vs. "This same song [...] was also broadcast yesterday in 
Canet-en-Roussillon [...] There too, the organisers apologised and regretted a human error." 

Assessment: This asymmetry of treatment between two identical incidents, differentiated solely by the political 
affiliation of the mayor, constitutes a breach of the principle of equitable treatment guaranteed by Law 86-1067 Art. 1. 
The unequal treatment creates an implicit association between the RN and the Vichy anthem without the facts 
establishing this, which may be qualified as a breach of the honesty of information (Art. 3-1). 

Breach 2: 

Standard: Law 86-1067 Art. 3-1 (honesty and independence of information) / France Télévisions Public Service 
Charter Art. 4 (rigour of information) 

Fact: Presentation of the flavourist professor as a neutral expert without disclosure of her structural links with the food 
industry ("The professor works regularly with them"). 

Evidence: Timestamp ~20:30 — Quote: "Impossible, according to food industry players, to do without flavourings. The 
professor works regularly with them." 

Assessment: The presentation of a source with structural links to the industry as a neutral expert, without explicit 
disclosure of the conflict of interest, constitutes a breach of the obligation of rigour and honesty of information. The 
viewer is not in a position to assess the potential partiality of the statement. 

Breach 3: 

Standard: France Télévisions Public Service Charter Art. 5 (diversity of viewpoints) / Law 86-1067 Art. 1 (pluralism) 

Fact: In the Reform UK topic, no critical voice on the party's programme (Labour opposition, migration policy experts, 
rights defence associations) is presented, while the party and its voters benefit from significant airtime (~3 minutes). 

Evidence: Timestamp ~13:00–15:00 — Report structure: Reform UK voter testimonies + statement from a Reform UK 
elected official + journalist's conclusion, without a counterpoint. 

Assessment: The absence of a contradictory voice in a report on a controversial political party constitutes a breach of 
the principle of diversity of viewpoints, even if the report presents the motivations of the party's voters in a factual 
manner. 

Overall assessment — legal framework 

This edition of the France 2 Journal de 20 heures presents three identifiable breaches of the legal and regulatory 
obligations applicable to the public audiovisual service. The most significant breach concerns the asymmetric 
treatment of the Carpentras and Canet-en-Roussillon incidents, which constitutes an infringement of the principle of 
equitable treatment guaranteed by Law 86-1067 Art. 1. The other two breaches (undisclosed conflict of interest of the 
flavourist professor, absence of a counterpoint in the Reform UK report) are of lesser severity but reveal gaps in the 
application of the obligations of rigour and pluralism of the France Télévisions public service charter. These breaches 
do not, as they stand, justify a formal referral to ARCOM, but could be the subject of an observation within the 
framework of the regular monitoring of public service obligations. It should be noted that ARCOM publishes monthly 
speaking time statistics that would allow verification of whether these one-off asymmetries form part of a systematic 
pattern. 
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IN-DEPTH SOURCE VERIFICATION (mandatory) 

1. WHO (World Health Organization) 

1. FUNDING: Member states (mandatory contributions ~20%) + voluntary contributions (~80%, including the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation ~10-15% of total budget). Potential conflict of interest regarding recommendations 
related to vaccines and health alerts. 

2. MANDATE: Partially compatible with a neutral assessment — the WHO has a global public health mandate, but 
also an institutional interest in demonstrating its responsiveness. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in amplifying health alerts to justify its role and its funding. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

D1 Conflict of interest: 0 — Moderate institutional conflict 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — The WHO takes publicly committed positions 
D3 Competence: +2 — Global authority in public health 
D4 Consistency: +1 — Generally consistent positions 
D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual statement 
D6 Source level: +1 — Primary institutional source 

•  TOTAL: +6 → SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: An independent epidemiologist specialising in hantaviruses is not cited. 

2. Association 40 millions d'automobilistes 

1. FUNDING: Member fees + commercial partnerships (insurance companies, equipment manufacturers). Potential 
conflict of interest on topics related to the automobile and road infrastructure. 

2. MANDATE: Partially compatible — defence of motorists, but interest in amplifying road problems. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Interest in amplifying infrastructure problems to justify its campaigns and media 
visibility. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Links with the automotive industry 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public stance 
D3 Competence: +1 — Expertise on road issues 
D4 Consistency: +1 — Position consistent with the mandate 
D5 Emotion vs. data: 0 — Mix of data and emotional appeal 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source (association) 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Roads directorate of the Ministry of Transport or representative of the departments 
(responsible for maintenance) not cited. 

3. Moderna (pharmaceutical laboratory) 

1. FUNDING: Publicly listed company (NASDAQ), private shareholders. Direct commercial interest in vaccine 
development. 

2. MANDATE: Incompatible with a neutral assessment of vaccine needs — obvious commercial interest. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Direct commercial interest in being mentioned positively in the context of a health 
alert. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

D1 Conflict of interest: -2 — Direct commercial interest 
D2 Personal risk: 0 — Company, not an individual 
D3 Competence: +2 — Expertise in vaccine development 
D4 Consistency: 0 — Not verifiable on this specific topic 
D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual statement (confirmation of research) 
D6 Source level: +1 — Primary source (company statement) 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: EMA representative or bioethicist on the stakes of vaccine development for a low-prevalence 
virus not cited. 

4. Flavourist professor (training school) 
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1. FUNDING: Vocational training school, links with the food industry declared in the report. 

2. MANDATE: Partially incompatible with a neutral assessment of the risks of flavourings — structural links with the 
industry. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Works "regularly with industry players" — interest in presenting flavourings in a 
favourable light. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Declared links with the industry 
D2 Personal risk: 0 — Standard professional statement 
D3 Competence: +2 — Flavourist, exact field 
D4 Consistency: 0 — Not verifiable 
D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 — Factual and technical statement 
D6 Source level: +1 — Primary source (practitioner) 

•  TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent toxicologist not cited to assess the risks of synthetic flavourings. 

5. Consumer association representative (unnamed) 

1. FUNDING: Consumer association — membership fees + possible public subsidies. No link with the food industry. 

2. MANDATE: Compatible with a critical assessment of industrial practices. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Interest in amplifying risks to justify the association's existence and campaigns. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT (6D): 

D1 Conflict of interest: +1 — No link with the industry 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — Public stance against the industry 
D3 Competence: 0 — Association representative, not a toxicologist 
D4 Consistency: +1 — Position consistent with the mandate 
D5 Emotion vs. data: -1 — "Risk of mutation in DNA" without cited source 
D6 Source level: 0 — Secondary source 

•  TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent toxicologist to validate or nuance the claim about the risk of DNA mutation. 

Source credibility light: 

Source D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 Total Signal 

WHO (World Health 
Organization) 

0 +1 +2 +1 +1 +1 ? ? 

Association 40 millions 
d'automobilistes 

-1 +1 +1 +1 0 0 ? ? 

Moderna (pharmaceutical 
laboratory) 

-2 0 +2 0 +1 +1 ? ? 

Flavourist professor 
(training school) 

-1 0 +2 0 +1 +1 ? ? 

Consumer association 
representative (unnamed) 

+1 +1 0 +1 -1 0 ? ? 

 

Legal and methodological framework 

No factual finding 
The results presented do not constitute factual findings about individual persons, editorial 
teams or broadcasts. They are the product of a standardised operationalisation, and not a 
determination of individual responsibility. 

 

No legal judgement The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment within the meaning of 
Law 86-1067 Art. 43-11. The determination of whether a specific broadcast complies with 
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legal requirements falls exclusively within the remit of the competent authorities (notably 
Arcom). 

 

No proof of causality 
Statistical correlations must not be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial 
intentions. Deviation values may be influenced by the choice of topics, the media 
environment, political controversy or format logic. 

 

No judgement of 
intent 

The analysis measures the observable structural characteristics of broadcasts. A score of 
7 means that a significant imbalance has been detected — not that the editorial team 
intended it. The methodology makes no claims about motivations or strategic objectives. 

 

Heuristic 
comparison tool 

The index serves for the comparative recognition of patterns across thousands of 
broadcasts, and not for the precise metric measurement of individual segments. The 
thresholds serve as heuristic guidance, not as strict legal qualification. 
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ANNEX 1: NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

 

Legal basis France — France Télévisions, Radio France 

Law 

Law No. 86-1067 of 30 September 1986 on freedom of communication (Loi Léotard) 

Relevant articles 

•  Art. 1: Communication to the public by electronic means is free. The exercise of this freedom [...] implies [...] the 
safeguarding of the pluralism of currents of thought and opinion. 

•  Art. 3-1 (ARCOM): The Autorité de régulation de la communication audiovisuelle et numérique guarantees: the 
honesty, independence and pluralism of information and programmes, respect for human dignity. 

•  Art. 43-11 (Public service mission): France Télévisions and Radio France: obligation of pluralism, rigour in the 
treatment of information, honesty, independence and respect for the diversity of opinions. 

Public service charter 

•  France Télévisions Public Service Charter: Obligation of pluralism of perspectives and journalistic rigour. 

Speaking time rules 

•  Three-thirds rule abolished in 2017 

•  Since 2018: principle of Equity instead of strictly equal distribution 

•  ARCOM publishes monthly speaking time statistics for all parties 

Regulatory authority 

•  ARCOM (Autorité de régulation de la communication audiovisuelle et numérique): Since 2022, merger of the CSA 
and Hadopi. Monitors pluralism, can impose sanctions (fines, licence withdrawal). 

Complaints procedure 

1. France Télévisions Ombudsman / Radio France Ombudsman 

2. ARCOM (complaint) 

3. Conseil d'État (administrative court) 
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Assessments and SVFAB membership 

 

On SVFAB.ch, you will find detailed assessments and can order them for any broadcast of your choice (paid service). 

To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on the membership fees of our members and donors. 

 

Contact and further information: 

www.SVFAB.ch  |  Kontakt@SVFAB.ch 

 

Bank details:  PostFinance – POFICHBE 

IBAN:  CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1 

Beneficiary:  SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
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The following books are available from SVFAB 

Orders at www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch 

 

 

Unbalanced Information is the response to the halving initiative in 
Switzerland: the manipulation techniques are explained in detail, from 
personnel selection to source selection. Then 15 principles are 
explained: omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association, 
emotionalisation, suppression of context and many others, illustrated 
with numerous examples. In addition, you discover where we ourselves 
apply these techniques — which promotes not only awareness but 
also empathy.  
Optionally, the book is accompanied by playing cards.  
Also available as an audiobook.  

  

 

An interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else 
has written the script. 
Those who are unaware of this provide material. Good quotes cut 
badly. Correct statements placed in the wrong context. Honest 
answers presented as admissions. 
This book is not a work of media criticism. It is a toolkit — for all those 
who face a microphone and want to know what to do. 7 chapters. 7 
tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most common traps. The 
three principles of sovereignty — anchor, reframe, delimit. 
Preparation in one hour. Body and voice. What to do when things go 
wrong. And what matters after the interview. 
For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for all 
those who are exposed and want to understand how the game works. 
So that they stop playing it — and start shaping it. 
In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, consultation, follow-up and in 
case of difficulties 
 

 

You think you see the world. In reality, you see the frame that 
someone has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most 
elegant manipulation technique in the world. It does not change the 
facts — it changes what we make of the facts. What we feel. What we 
believe. How we decide. And it works — because we all participate in 
it. Every day. Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry manual. It 
is a workbook — playful, direct, full of examples drawn from real life. 
You do not only learn how others frame you. You learn how you frame 
yourself — and how to use it consciously and fairly. 
Because those who understand framing see the world more clearly. 
Listen to the news differently. Conduct conversations with greater 
confidence. And no longer allow a frame chosen by someone else to 
be so easily imposed on them. 
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, the media 
and everyday life — and a smile here and there. 
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything. 
 

 

The SSR collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from 
every household. Anyone who feels treated unfairly can file a 
complaint. There is even an authority for this: the AIEP, the 
Independent Authority for the Review of Complaints in Radio and 
Television. 
Only: it is not independent. It has no sanctioning power. And it 
decides in 99.6% of cases: nothing. 
This analysis exposes the system — factual, precise, without polemic. 
Procedures, personnel, competences, costs, statistics, avenues of 
appeal. And the constitutional review that shows: the AIEP system 
meets none of the three fundamental criteria — it is neither 
proportionate, nor consistent with the separation of powers, nor 
market-compliant. 
The authority supposed to protect citizens primarily protects the 
system it is meant to oversee. 
Essential reading for all those considering a complaint — and for all 
those who want to understand why genuine media oversight in 
Switzerland is still lacking. 
 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch

