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FRANCE TV DETAILED ANALYSIS 

2026-05-11_Journal-20h_Edition du lundi 11 mai 2026.qsm 

Programme: France 2 Journal 20h  |  2026-05-11  |  Analysed on: 2026-05-12 10:41 

Version 2.6-detail  |  K5+K13 — Dokumentation des événements déclencheurs avant évaluation d'asymétrie.  |  
Konverter 3.4 (2026-05-20)  |  Référence: Loi 86-1067 Art. 43-11 

 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

6.3/10 Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of deviation 

0 = balanced, 10 = strongly biased/manipulative 

POLITICAL SPECTRUM 

Classification according to Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES) 2024 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each 
party is rated on a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 

Party LFI PCF EELV PS Renaissance LR RN 

CHES 1.50 1.80 2.50 3.50 5.50 7.00 8.80 

Spectrum Left Left Left Left Centre Right Right 

 

The overall tendency is presented on a scale from 0 to 10 (0 = strongly favourable to the left, 5 = balanced, 10 = 
strongly favourable to the right). The calculation is based on the difference in average favouritism of left-wing vs. right-
wing parties (grouping according to CHES 2024). 

TENDENCY (L − R) 5.0 / 10 Balanced 

 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

← Left Right → 

Source: Chapel Hill Expert Survey 2024 — chesdata.eu | Jolly et al., Electoral Studies, 2022 | Thresholds: Pew Research Center 

 

This section provides political context and does not contribute to the overall score. 

 

  

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
https://www.chesdata.eu/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.electstud.2021.102420
https://www.pewresearch.org/
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POLITICAL LANDSCAPE 

 

Party CHES L-R Classification 

LFI 1.50 Left 

PCF 1.80 Left 

EELV 2.50 Left 

PS 3.50 Left 

Renaissance 5.50 Centre 

LR 7.00 Right 

RN 8.80 Right 

 

The Chapel Hill Expert Survey (CHES 2024) is an academic survey of 609 political scientists in 31 countries. Each party is rated on 
a scale from 0 (far left) to 10 (far right). 
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CHAPTER 1 — PARTY-POLITICAL BIAS (Partisan bias) 

 

Party Score (-
5..+5) 

Representation vs. programmatic position 

Renaissance (RE) +2 ~24:00–31:00 — Programmatic position (pro-European, pragmatic adaptation in 
Africa, firmness and humanity): Macron's Africa policy is presented in a benevolent 
manner, without critical questioning. The announcements of 23 billion are reproduced 
without verification. Overall representation broadly consistent with government 
communication, slightly favourable. 

Rassemblement 
National (RN) 

0 Absent from the programme. No programmatic position represented or distorted. 
Neutral score due to absence. 

La France 
Insoumise (LFI) 

0 Absent from the programme. No programmatic position represented or distorted. 
Neutral score due to absence. 

Les Républicains 
(LR) 

0 Absent from the programme. No programmatic position represented or distorted. 
Neutral score due to absence. 

Parti Socialiste 
(PS) 

0 Absent from the programme. No programmatic position represented or distorted. 
Neutral score due to absence. 

Europe Écologie 
(EELV) 

0 Absent from the programme. The topic of storms and hail (~18:30) could have given 
rise to a mention of the ecological transition or climate change, but no link is 
established with EELV's programmatic positions. Neutral score due to absence. 

Parti Communiste 
(PCF) 

0 Absent from the programme. Neutral score due to absence. 

Reconquête (R!) 0 Absent from the programme. Neutral score due to absence. 

MoDem +1 ~09:30 — S. Lecornu (Prime Minister, Bayrou/MoDem government) is presented as 
making effective decisions (enhanced quarantine) without questioning. 
Representation indirectly favourable to the governing coalition of which MoDem is the 
head. 

 

Summary of partisan bias 

•  Most faithful representation: Renaissance (RE), Score +2 — Macron's Africa policy and the management of the 
hantavirus are presented in a manner consistent with government communication. 

•  Strongest distortion: No active distortion identified — the bias operates through omission (absence of all opposition 
forces) rather than through active distortion of programmatic positions. 

•  Average deviation from 0: 0.33 (low in absolute terms, but structurally significant because the deviation is entirely 
due to the over-representation of the government camp) 

•  Conclusion: The partisan bias of this programme does not operate through distortion of opposition party positions, 
but through their total absence. No representative of LFI, RN, PS, LR, EELV or PCF is consulted on any of the 
topics covered, including those that directly touch on their programmatic positions (Africa policy, urban security, 
agricultural subsidies, climate change). This systematic absence of the opposition, combined with the benevolent 
presence of the government (Lecornu, Rist, Macron), constitutes a partisan bias through structural omission, 
potentially in violation of ARCOM's fairness obligations. 

Overall left-right tendency 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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TENDENCY SCORE: -0.5 

(Slightly pro-right / pro-government) 

CLASSIFICATION: Balanced to slightly pro-right 

Justification: The slightly negative score reflects not an explicit ideological pro-right bias, but a structural tendency to 
favour the government framing (Bayrou/Macron = centre-right) on politically sensitive topics, combined with a security-
oriented framing of urban violence that implicitly favours right-wing discourse. The total absence of the left-wing 
opposition (LFI, PS, EELV) on topics such as Africa policy, agricultural subsidies or climate change contributes to this 
slight imbalance. The treatment of the repression of homosexuality in Senegal, with a marked editorial indignation, 
constitutes a partial counterweight towards progressive values, which prevents the programme from being classified 
as clearly pro-right. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 2 — PROGRAMME INFORMATION AND THEMATIC FRAMEWORK 

 

Programme data 

•  Title: Journal de 20 heures — France 2 

•  Date (from file name): Monday 11 May (year not specified in the transcript — internal context: ongoing USA-Iran 
conflict, Africa-France summit in Nairobi, hantavirus on cruise ship) 

•  Duration (estimated from transcript): ~35 minutes 

•  Presenter: Léa Salamé (L.Salamé) 

•  Reporters / Correspondents / Contributors: 

Person Function Party/Affiliation Political spectrum 

Léa Salamé News presenter France 2 (public service) Neutral (journalist) 

S. Rist Minister of Health (cited) Bayrou government / RE Centre (5.0) 

S. Lecornu Prime Minister (cited) Bayrou government / RE Centre-right (5.5) 

Jack Shanahan 3-star General (retired), 
creator of Maven 

Pentagon / US Army Military institutional 

Alex Karp CEO Palantir Private tech company Liberal-technological 

Prosecutor of Nice Magistrate Public prosecutor's office Judicial institutional 

Prefect (Nice/Décines) State representative Government Institutional 

Bohoum Sow Director of the Diamniado 
industrial platform 

Senegalese public sector Neutral 

Dr Safiathou Thiam Director of the National 
Council for the Fight 
against AIDS (Senegal) 

Senegalese public health Neutral/humanitarian 

D. Lachaud Economic journalist France 
2 

France 2 Neutral (journalist) 

Jérôme Nicol Shipowner, port of Lorient Private sector (fishing) Neutral 

Gilles Granger Road haulage company 
owner 

Private sector (transport) Neutral 

Jean-Michel Laffargue Winegrower, Gers Agricultural sector Neutral 

Thomas Auguste Shareholder farmer, Nîmes Agricultural sector Neutral 

Essaid El Moussaoui Market gardener 
shareholder, Nîmes 

Agricultural sector Neutral 

Mayor of Marray Local elected official Rural municipality Neutral 

Director of Ragni Senegal 
subsidiary 

French company executive Private sector Neutral 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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Main topics of this edition 

This edition of 11 May covers seven distinct topics: (1) the emergence of a hantavirus case in France with quarantine 
of 22 contact cases, (2) a deadly shooting in the Moulins neighbourhood in Nice linked to drug trafficking, (3) a fatal 
arson attack in Décines-Charpieu (Lyon suburbs) against a backdrop of territorial warfare, (4) an L'Œil du 20h 
investigation into the use of military AI (Maven/Palantir software) in the USA-Iran conflict, (5) the decline of French 
influence in Africa illustrated by Senegal, (6) the repression of homosexuality in Senegal, and (7) secondary topics 
(storms/hail, delayed fuel subsidies, Denver airport accident, agricultural cooperative supermarket in Nîmes, Sarkozy-
Libya trial). 

Context (main topic — decline of French influence in Africa / Senegal) 

The "Africa Forward" summit opening in Nairobi on 11 May 2025 is the first Africa-France summit organised in an 
English-speaking country, a sign of a symbolic break sought by Emmanuel Macron. Since 2022, France has lost its 
military bases in Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger under pressure from pro-Russian juntas, and its companies now 
represent only 5% of Senegalese public procurement compared to 30% for China. This decline is part of a context of 
growing post-colonial resentment and increased economic competition from China, Turkey and the United Arab 
Emirates on the African continent. 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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CHAPTER 3 — 15 CRITERIA: DETAILED ANALYSIS 

 

Hard facts — 9 quantifiable and scientifically verifiable techniques 

 

1. EXPERT SELECTION (Choice of experts) 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Expert 1: General Jack Shanahan (retired, creator of Maven) 

Timestamp: ~20:30 

Statement: "This allows humans to process far more information than before. It is very useful for identifying targets 
that humans would not have been able to spot" 

Classification: Creator of the Maven system, former AI director at the Pentagon. Direct institutional and professional 
interest in promoting the system he created. 

Missing counter-voice: Specialist in international humanitarian law, researcher in military AI ethics, representative of 
civilian protection NGOs (Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International). 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: Retired American military officer, state pension. Probable links with the defence contractor 
ecosystem (not documented in the report). Conflict of interest: has a reputational interest in defending the system 
he created. 

(b) MANDATE: His mandate was to develop Maven — incompatible with a neutral assessment of the system's 
risks. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: -1 — Creator of the system, direct reputational interest, but also expresses doubts. 
D2 Personal risk: +1 — Publicly expresses concerns about his own system, which costs him in institutional credibility. 
D3 Specialist competence: +2 — Leading expert on Maven specifically. 
D4 Opinion consistency: +1 — His expressed doubts appear sincere and consistent with his trajectory. 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: 0 — Mix of technical data and emotion ("analysts who no longer sleep"). 
D6 Source level: +2 — Direct primary source. 

•  TOTAL: +5 → SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN (but with reservation on structural conflict of interest) 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: The assessment is presented as that of a neutral expert when he is 
structurally the defender of the system — partial Technique no. 12. 

Expert 2: Alex Karp (CEO Palantir) 

Timestamp: ~19:30 

Statement: "I don't think in terms of victory or defeat, I think in terms of domination" / "We are capable of identifying 
and eliminating our adversaries in a more precise, faster and more lethal manner than anyone in the world" 

Classification: CEO of a private company whose turnover depends directly on military contracts. Maximum conflict 
of interest. 

Missing counter-voice: Critics of Palantir (former engineers who left the company for ethical reasons), researcher in 
the law of armed conflict. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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(a) FUNDING: Palantir is a publicly listed company whose revenues come predominantly from American 
government and military contracts. Conflict of interest: direct financial interest in promoting military AI. 

(b) MANDATE: Commercial CEO — incompatible with a neutral assessment. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: -2 — Maximum direct financial interest. 
D2 Personal risk: -1 — His statements serve his commercial interests. 
D3 Specialist competence: +1 — Expert on the product, not on military ethics. 
D4 Opinion consistency: +1 — Consistent with his usual public positions. 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: -1 — Rhetoric of domination, little data. 
D6 Source level: +1 — Primary but interested source. 

•  TOTAL: -1 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

(c) PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE: Karp is presented as a voice illustrating the phenomenon, not as a neutral 
expert — correct usage, but without sufficient critical contextualisation of his commercial interests. 

Expert 3: Dr Safiathou Thiam (Director of the National Council for the Fight against AIDS, Senegal) 

Timestamp: ~34:00 

Statement: "Treating someone who is HIV-positive, whether homosexual or not, is something that falls within our 
duty as doctors" 

Classification: Senegalese public health official. Courageous voice in context, but represents a state institution. 

 

In-depth source verification: 

(a) FUNDING: National council funded by the Senegalese state and probably by international donors (WHO, 
UNAIDS, Global Fund). Potential conflict of interest: dependence on international funding that sometimes conditions 
positions on LGBTQ+ rights. 

(b) MANDATE: Public health — compatible with a neutral medical assessment, but not with a legal or political 
assessment. 

(c) CREDIBILITY MATRIX: 

D1 Conflict of interest: 0 — Institutional position, but real risk-taking in context. 
D2 Personal risk: +2 — Speaks publicly against the law in a repressive context, real professional and personal risk. 
D3 Specialist competence: +2 — Direct expert on HIV/AIDS and public health. 
D4 Opinion consistency: +1 — Position consistent with her medical mandate. 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: +1 — Based on medical data and ethical reasoning. 
D6 Source level: +2 — Direct primary source. 

•  TOTAL: +8 → SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN 

Missing expert groups: 

1. Specialist in international humanitarian law on military AI and the responsibility for strikes. 

2. Independent African political scientist on the causes of the French decline in Africa. 

3. Independent epidemiologist to contextualise the real risk of hantavirus (beyond government authorities alone). 

Source credibility light: 

Source D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 Total Signal 

General Jack Shanahan 
(retired, creator of 
Maven) 

-1 +1 +2 +1 0 +2 ? ? 

Alex Karp (CEO Palantir) -2 -1 +1 +1 -1 +1 ? ? 

Dr Safiathou Thiam 
(Director of the National 
Council for the Fight 
against AIDS, Senegal) 

0 +2 +2 +1 +1 +2 ? ? 
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2. SOURCE SELECTION (Choice of sources) 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Claims without primary source = penalty points (rumour verification) 

 

Source 1: French government (S. Rist, S. Lecornu) on hantavirus 

Timestamp: ~05:00 and ~09:30 

Statement: "This person was on the cruise ship. She returned yesterday. Her condition deteriorated overnight. She 
has tested positive for hantavirus" (S. Rist) / "enhanced quarantine in a hospital setting" (Lecornu) 

(a) Funding and ownership: Government sources, funded by the state. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: The government has an interest in appearing to manage the health crisis 
effectively. Its statements are reproduced without questioning the response times or initial decisions. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: Independent epidemiologist, non-governmental emergency physician, patient 
representative. 

Missing counter-source: Independent virologist to assess the real level of risk. 

 

Source 2: Pentagon / General Shanahan on military AI 

Timestamp: ~19:30–21:00 

Statement: "We go from detecting the target to how it is processed, what it is struck with, all with a single piece of 
software. It is revolutionary" (Pentagon spokesperson) 

(a) Funding and ownership: Pentagon = American military institution, American public funding. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: The Pentagon has an interest in promoting its technological investments and 
presenting Maven as a precision tool reducing collateral damage. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, specialist in international 
humanitarian law, researcher in AI ethics. 

Missing counter-source: NGO report on civilian casualties from American strikes in Iran. 

 

Source 3: Bohoum Sow (director of the Diamniado industrial platform) on investments in Senegal 

Timestamp: ~27:00 

Statement: "The Chinese would have better understood the Senegalese market" 

(a) Funding and ownership: Official or director of a Senegalese public structure, probably dependent on foreign 
investment for its activity. 

(b) Structural conflict of interest: Institutional interest in attracting investors, regardless of their nationality. No 
direct conflict of interest with China, but structural pro-investment bias. 

(c) Missing contradictory source: Senegalese trade union, NGO defending workers' rights, economist critical of 
Chinese investments in Africa. 

 

Summary: The sources in this programme are predominantly institutional (French government, Pentagon, 
Senegalese officials) and presented without questioning their structural interests. Independent counter-voices 
(NGOs, critical researchers, political opposition) are systematically absent. 
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3. TIME DISTRIBUTION (Allocation of airtime) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Estimated airtime by topic: 

•  Hantavirus (case, quarantine, village of Marray, international protocols): approx. 10 min. (29%) 

•  French decline in Africa / Senegal / Nairobi summit: approx. 8 min. (23%) 

•  Repression of homosexuality in Senegal: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Military AI / Maven / USA-Iran conflict: approx. 4 min. (11%) 

•  Nice shooting: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Décines fire: approx. 2.5 min. (7%) 

•  Storms / hail: approx. 3 min. (9%) 

•  Delayed fuel subsidies: approx. 2 min. (6%) 

•  Nîmes cooperative supermarket: approx. 2.5 min. (7%) 

•  Sarkozy-Libya trial: approx. 0.5 min. (1%) 

•  Denver accident: approx. 1.5 min. (4%) 

Summary: The allocation of airtime is unbalanced in favour of the hantavirus topic (29%), which receives 
disproportionate coverage relative to its real risk to the French population. The Sarkozy-Libya trial, a subject of 
major democratic importance, is covered in under a minute. The large Africa feature (23%) is consistent with its 
status as the announced main topic, but its one-sided treatment (see criteria 1, 4, 7) reduces its informational 
value. 

 

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch
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4. OMISSION (Selective omission) 5/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Omission 1: Absence of any voice from the French opposition on Macron's Africa policy 

Context: The major feature devoted to the decline of French influence in Africa and the Nairobi summit is built 
entirely around institutional sources (government, companies, Senegalese officials). No representative of LFI, RN, 
PS or LR is consulted to comment on Macron's Africa policy. 

Relevant at: ~24:00–32:00 

Effect: The viewer receives a single, uncontested reading of French Africa policy, presented as an inevitable 
pragmatic adaptation rather than a debatable political choice. 

 

Omission 2: Absence of the social conditions of Chinese investments in Senegal 

Context: The report on the port of Dakar and the city of Diamniado mentions Chinese companies as more 
competitive, but does not address working conditions, the use of labour imported from China, or the criticisms 
formulated by NGOs regarding Chinese practices in Africa. 

Relevant at: ~26:00–28:00 

Effect: China is implicitly presented as a more effective partner than France, without nuance regarding the social 
and political trade-offs of this model. 

 

Omission 3: Absence of context on the Sarkozy-Libya trial 

Context: The appeal trial of Nicolas Sarkozy for alleged Libyan financing is mentioned in a 30-second sentence 
(~22:00), without any report, without a recap of the facts, without an interview with a lawyer or legal expert. 

Relevant at: ~22:00 

Effect: A subject of major democratic importance (alleged illegal financing of a presidential campaign) is treated as 
secondary information, reducing its visibility to the viewer. 

 

Omission 4: Absence of a political dimension on the Nice and Décines shootings 

Context: Both violent events (Nice, Décines) are treated exclusively from a security and policing angle. No 
questions about urban policies, budget cuts in social services, or the positions of political parties on drug trafficking 
are addressed. 

Relevant at: ~02:00–04:00 and ~16:30–18:30 

Effect: The purely security-oriented framing, without a political or social dimension, implicitly favours right-wing 
discourse on security. 

 

Summary: The most significant omissions concern the absence of critical voices on Macron's Africa policy and the 
absence of social contextualisation of urban violence. These omissions converge towards a treatment favourable 
to the government line on the two most developed topics of the programme. 

 

Missing voices 
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•  African researcher/political scientist specialising in Franco-African relations (e.g. Achille Mbembe, Ndongo Samba 
Sylla): Would have provided a structural analysis of anti-French resentment and a critical assessment of Macron's 
new orientations. 

•  Representative of the French opposition (LFI or RN): Would have provided a critique of Macron's Africa policy and 
an alternative perspective on the 23 billion announced. 

•  Senegalese worker on a Chinese construction site: Would have provided testimony on the real conditions of 
employment and skills transfer. 

•  NGO defending social rights in Africa (e.g. FIDH, Oxfam): Would have provided an assessment of the social 
impacts of Chinese vs. French investments. 

•  Economist critical of the Françafrique model: Would have contextualised the French decline in a long historical 
perspective. 

•  Representative of a Sahelian junta (Mali, Niger) or analyst of their motivations: Would have explained the reasons 
for rejecting the French military presence beyond mere "resentment". 

•  Turkish or Emirati competitor: Would have allowed an understanding of why these actors are winning markets that 
France is losing. 

•  Trade union or association of French expatriates in Africa: Would have provided on-the-ground testimony on the 
concrete difficulties faced by French companies. 
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5. FIGURES MANIPULATION (Manipulation of figures) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Complete figures include: absolute value, proportion (%) and trend 

 

Finding 1: "5% of public procurement" vs. "30% for China" 

Timestamp: ~26:00 

Figure: "French companies now represent only 5% of public contracts in Senegal, compared to 30% for China" 

Missing context: No indication of the reference period, the source of these figures, or the exact definition of "public 
procurement" (all sectors combined? Construction only?). No comparison with other African countries to 
contextualise whether this decline is specific to Senegal or generalised. 

Effect: These striking figures (5% vs 30%) create an impression of total French rout in the face of China, without 
allowing the viewer to assess their reliability or real scope. 

 

Finding 2: "1,500 targets in 24 hours" / "15,000 to date" 

Timestamp: ~19:30 

Figure: "In the first 12 hours of war, a target is struck every 45 seconds. 1,500 in 24 hours. More than 15,000 to 
date" 

Missing context: These figures are presented without an identified source (Pentagon? NGOs? independent 
journalists?), without distinction between military and civilian targets, and without comparison with other conflicts to 
assess their exceptional nature. 

Effect: The accumulation of impressive figures creates a stunned effect without allowing a critical assessment of the 
reality of the conflict. 

 

Finding 3: "95% of cases, recourse to nuclear weapons" 

Timestamp: ~21:00 

Figure: "In 95% of cases, it proposed resorting to nuclear weapons" 

Missing context: The cited British study is not identified (authors, institution, methodology, simulation conditions). A 
figure of 95% in a war game simulation is presented as alarming data without specification of the simulation 
parameters. 

Effect: False impression of an imminent nuclear threat linked to AI, without verifiable methodological basis. 

 

Summary: The figures used in this programme are systematically presented without precise source or 
comparative context, creating stunned effects (military AI) or rout effects (French decline in Africa) 
disproportionate to the available data. 
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6. GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 8/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Association 1: Sahelian juntas implicitly associated with Russia 

Timestamp: ~25:30 

Quote  *"The break is suffered. France leaves Mali. The Russians arrive"* 

Technique: Implicit temporal and causal juxtaposition — the French departure is immediately followed by the 
Russian arrival, creating an association between the juntas and Russia without analysis of the African governments' 
own motivations. 

Effect: The Sahelian juntas are implicitly presented as instruments of Russian policy, erasing their own agency and 
the legitimate grievances against the French presence. 

 

Association 2: Working-class neighbourhoods systematically associated with drug trafficking 

Timestamp: ~02:00 and ~16:30 

Quote  *"sensitive neighbourhood of Les Moulins"* / *"a territorial war is underway in Décines"* 

Technique: Systematic labelling — the two working-class neighbourhoods mentioned in the programme are 
immediately associated with drug trafficking and violence, with no mention of their social, associative or economic 
fabric. 

Effect: Stigmatisation of working-class neighbourhoods through automatic association with criminality. 

 

No person is described as a "conspiracy theorist" in this programme. 

Summary: The association techniques in this programme are subtle but recurrent: junta/Russia association that 
erases African agency, and working-class neighbourhood/drug trafficking association that stigmatises without 
nuance. These associations serve the dominant security framing of the programme. 
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7. TIMING 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: Opening with hantavirus — maximum agenda effect 

Position: 00:00–01:30 (Absolute beginning) 

Content: "France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus" — first topic announced, first developed. 

Timing effect: Placing hantavirus at the absolute opening gives it maximum importance in the information hierarchy, 
even though the real risk to the French population is acknowledged as "very, very low" by the authorities 
themselves. This timing choice amplifies health anxiety. 

 

Finding 2: Sarkozy-Libya trial relegated to the middle of the programme, without development 

Position: ~22:00 (Middle, between the Denver accident and the agricultural report) 

Content: "The time for closing arguments in the appeal trial of the alleged Libyan financing of N.Sarkozy's 2007 
campaign" 

Timing effect: Inserted between two unrelated topics (plane accident, cooperative supermarket), without a report or 
interview, this topic is structurally devalued. Its placement in the middle of the programme, between anecdotal 
topics, reduces its memorial impact on the viewer. 

 

Finding 3: Large Africa feature at the end of the programme — after anxiety-inducing topics 

Position: ~24:00–35:00 (End of programme) 

Content: Large feature on the French decline in Africa and the repression of homosexuality in Senegal. 

Timing effect: Placing the large feature at the end of the programme, after an accumulation of anxiety-inducing 
topics (hantavirus, shootings, fires, storms, military AI), creates a "breathing" effect that may reduce the viewer's 
critical attention on a politically sensitive topic (assessment of Macron's Africa policy). 

 

Summary: The temporal hierarchy of this edition favours health anxiety (hantavirus at the opening) and 
marginalises politically sensitive topics (Sarkozy trial in the middle of the programme without development, 
Macron's Africa policy at the end of the programme after attentional exhaustion). 
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8. SELECTIVE OUTRAGE (Selective indignation) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Indignation = bias. Selective indignation amplifies the finding. Score = degree of indignation (0–5) + selectivity (0–5) 

 

Finding 1: Strong indignation over the repression of homosexuality in Senegal — absence of comparable 
indignation over other rights violations 

Timestamp: ~32:00 

Triggering event: Senegalese law punishing homosexuality with 5 to 10 years in prison, mass arrests, lynchings. 

Reaction: "When you see these images, it is more than homophobia. It is outright hatred" (voice-over) — clearly 
indignant tone, shocking images broadcast. 

Comparison: On the American strikes in Iran that killed 155 schoolgirls (~19:30), the tone is analytical and 
detached: "a probable blunder by the American army". On police violence in France (not mentioned in this edition), 
no comparable indignation is expressed. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — Editorial indignation is selectively mobilised on the repression of homosexuality in 
Senegal (African country, non-allied government) but absent on deadly American strikes (allied country). This 
geographical and political asymmetry is structurally problematic. 

 

Finding 2: Indignation over delayed fuel subsidies — absence of indignation over unfulfilled announcements 

Timestamp: ~21:00 

Triggering event: Fuel subsidies announced but not paid to farmers and fishermen. 

Reaction: "They were announced, but their release is taking time" — critical framing. 

Comparison: The 23 billion announced by Macron for Africa (~31:00) are reproduced without any questioning of 
their timeline or realism, whereas the same mechanism (announcement without payment) is treated with indignation 
for the fuel subsidies. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — Indignation over unfulfilled promises applies to domestic policies but not to 
international presidential announcements. 

 

Summary: The selective indignation of this programme follows a coherent geographical and political logic: strong 
on rights violations in non-allied African countries, absent on the actions of allied countries (United States) or the 
French government. This asymmetry constitutes a structural editorial bias. 
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9. COMPLETENESS 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Share of perspectives covered 

Inverted: the original value measures coverage (higher = better). Displayed as deviation (higher = greater gaps). 

[A] Perspective of African governments (Senegal, Mali, Niger) on the reasons for rejecting the French presence — 
sovereignty, perceived neo-colonialism, contractual conditions. 

[B] Perspective of ousted French companies: why are they losing tenders? Regulatory constraints, costs, unsuitable 
business model. 

[C] Perspective of Chinese and Turkish companies: what model do they offer? Technology transfer, local 
employment, financing conditions. 

[D] Perspective of ordinary African populations: do they perceive a benefit or a disadvantage from the replacement 
of France by China? 

[E] Perspective of experts in African geopolitics critical of French policy (researchers, African think tanks). 

[F] Perspective of NGOs and African civil society on the social and environmental conditions of Chinese vs. French 
investments. 

[G] Perspective of the French opposition (LFI, RN, PS) on Macron's Africa policy and its responsibilities in this 
decline. 

[H] Perspective of French military personnel on the security consequences of the withdrawal of bases. 

[I] Perspective of African workers employed by French vs. Chinese companies: compared working conditions. 

[J] Critical historical perspective: Françafrique as a structural cause of current resentment. 

[A] SKETCHED 

Timestamp: ~27:30 — Quote: "The Chinese would have better understood the Senegalese market" (Bohoum Sow) 
— The African perspective is present but filtered through a pro-investment institutional interlocutor, without a critical 
African voice. 

 

[B] COVERED 

Timestamp: ~26:45 — Quote: "The consortium led by Eiffage was 20% more expensive" — The price reason is 
mentioned, but without analysis of the structural causes (social standards, taxation, expatriation model). 

 

[C] SKETCHED 

Timestamp: ~27:00 — Quote: "Flexibility" (Bohoum Sow) — Reduced to one word, without analysis of the 
Chinese model or its trade-offs. 

 

[D] OMITTED 

No voice of an ordinary Senegalese citizen on the question of foreign investment is gathered in the large feature. 

 

[E] OMITTED 

No independent African researcher, political scientist or expert is cited in the large Africa feature. 

 

[F] OMITTED 

No mention of the social or environmental conditions of Chinese construction sites in Senegal. 

 

[G] OMITTED 

No voice from the French opposition (LFI, RN, PS) on Macron's Africa policy is sought, even though the topic is 
directly linked to presidential action. 

 

[H] SKETCHED 
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Timestamp: ~25:30 — Quote: "The break is suffered. France leaves Mali. The Russians arrive" — An anonymous 
military expert is cited, but without precise identification. 

 

[I] OMITTED 

No comparison of working conditions between French and Chinese construction sites. 

 

[J] OMITTED 

Françafrique as a historical cause of resentment is not addressed, even though it is central to the academic and 
political debate. 

 

### Completeness score: 3/10 

 

Justification: Of ten relevant perspectives, only two are treated in a substantive manner (B, H partially), three are 
sketched superficially (A, C, H), and five are totally absent (D, E, F, G, I, J). The large Africa feature adopts an 
almost exclusively economic and pro-government framing, without a critical African voice or French opposition, 
which constitutes a significant pluralism deficit on the most developed topic of the programme. 

 

 

1. French government (S. Rist, S. Lecornu) — hantavirus 

1. FUNDING: French state. Conflict of interest: institutional interest in appearing to manage the crisis effectively. 

2. MANDATE: Minister of Health and Prime Minister — political mandate, incompatible with a purely scientific 
assessment of risk. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Direct political interest in reassuring the population while demonstrating a firm 
response. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT: D1 Conflict of interest: -1 / D2 Personal risk: 0 / D3 Competence: +1 (political, not medical) / 
D4 Consistency: +1 / D5 Emotion vs. data: 0 / D6 Level: +1 (political primary source) → TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE 
LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent epidemiologist not cited. 

 

2. General Jack Shanahan (retired, creator of Maven) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN with reservation) 

 

3. Alex Karp (CEO Palantir) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW) 

 

4. Bohoum Sow (director of the Diamniado platform, Senegal) 

1. FUNDING: Senegalese public structure, probably co-financed by international donors. 

2. MANDATE: Attracting investors — structural pro-investment bias. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in promoting foreign investments, regardless of their origin. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT: D1 Conflict of interest: -1 / D2 Personal risk: 0 / D3 Competence: +1 / D4 Consistency: +1 / 
D5 Emotion vs. data: +1 / D6 Level: +1 → TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Senegalese trade union, workers' rights NGO — not cited. 

 

5. Dr Safiathou Thiam (Director of the National Council for the Fight against AIDS, Senegal) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN) 

 

6. Prosecutor of Nice 

1. FUNDING: Magistrate of the French state. 

2. MANDATE: Judicial investigation — compatible with a factual description of events, but not with a political or 
social analysis. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in presenting an effective judicial response. 
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4. SOURCE LIGHT: D1: 0 / D2: 0 / D3: +2 (competent on judicial facts) / D4: +1 / D5: +1 / D6: +2 → TOTAL: +6 
→ SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Defence lawyer, residents' association — not cited. 

 

IMPORTANT: "Recognised" is not a factual qualification. No source in this programme is presented as 
"recognised" without further qualification — this point does not apply directly to this edition. 
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Soft facts — 6 qualitative techniques 

 

10. FRAMING 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: How is the main topic fundamentally framed? 

Finding 1: "Managed decline" framing on Africa 

Timestamp: ~24:00 

Quote  
*"E.Macron wants to forge ties with new English-speaking countries, as French influence recedes 
across the entire continent"* 

Manipulation: The French decline is presented as an objective fact that Macron is actively managing, not as the 
result of a contestable policy. The framing is that of a pragmatic adaptation, not a political failure. 

Why problematic: This framing excludes from the outset any critical reading of governmental responsibility for this 
decline, directing the viewer towards a passive acceptance of the phenomenon rather than towards a questioning of 
its political causes. 

 

Finding 2: Security framing on Nice and Décines 

Timestamp: ~02:00 and ~16:30 

Quote  
*"a shooting in broad daylight leaves 2 dead and 3 wounded in the sensitive neighbourhood of Les 
Moulins"* / *"a territorial war is underway in Décines"* 

Manipulation: Both events are framed exclusively as problems of drug trafficking and public order, with no social, 
economic or political dimension (poverty, desertion of public services, urban policy). 

Why problematic: This purely security-oriented framing implicitly favours the political positions of the right and far 
right on security, without offering a social or structural counter-framing. 

 

Finding 3: Anxiety-inducing health framing on hantavirus 

Timestamp: ~04:00 

Quote  *"France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus"* 

Manipulation: The expression "maximum alert" is used from the opening headline for a virus whose authorities 
themselves specify that "the risk to the public remains very, very low". 

Why problematic: The dissonance between the alarmist framing of the presenter and the reassuring statements of 
the American and French health authorities creates disproportionate anxiety in the viewer. 

 

Summary: The dominant framing of this edition oscillates between health and security alarmism on one side, and 
institutional benevolence towards government action (Macron in Africa, Lecornu on hantavirus) on the other. 
Social and economic topics are systematically framed as technical problems to be solved, not as debated political 
issues. 
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11. WORD CHOICE AND CONCEPTS (Choice of words and concepts) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: "Sensitive neighbourhood" 

Timestamp: ~02:00 

Quote  *"in the sensitive neighbourhood of Les Moulins"* 

Manipulation: The euphemism "sensitive" is an institutionally loaded term that stigmatises the neighbourhood 
without defining it, implicitly associating poverty with danger. 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "working-class neighbourhood of Les Moulins" or "the Les Moulins 
neighbourhood, where drug trafficking-related tensions have been reported". The term "sensitive" is a marker of 
police and administrative discourse, not journalistic. 

 

Finding 2: "Maximum alert" 

Timestamp: ~01:00 

Quote  *"France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus"* 

Manipulation: "Maximum alert" is an unsourced formulation — no health authority has officially declared a 
"maximum alert". It is an editorial amplification. 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "France is mobilising its health apparatus in response to a case of hantavirus". 
The chosen formulation creates a disproportionate impression of a national crisis. 

 

Finding 3: "Cultural poison" 

Timestamp: ~33:00 

Quote  
*"We consider that LGBTQ values constitute a cultural poison skilfully inoculated into our people"* 
(Senegalese MP) 

Manipulation: This quote is reproduced without immediate comment or critical contextualisation by the presenter. 

Why problematic: While the quote is factual and documentary, its insertion without immediate editorial framing may 
normalise hate speech. A journalistic contextualisation comment would have been expected. 

 

Finding 4: "Suffered break" 

Timestamp: ~25:30 

Quote  *"The break is suffered. France leaves Mali. The Russians arrive"* 

Manipulation: The term "suffered" implicitly absolves French policy of any responsibility for the withdrawal, 
presenting France as the victim of an external situation. 

Why problematic: Neutral alternative: "France had to withdraw its troops" or "The French withdrawal was negotiated 
under pressure". The term "suffered" is a political judgement disguised as a factual observation. 

 

Summary: The vocabulary of this edition reveals a tendency towards emotional amplification ("maximum alert", 
"shock") and the use of unquestioned institutional terms ("sensitive neighbourhood"), while adopting a benevolent 
lexicon to describe French government action in Africa. 
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12. PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR (Presenter behaviour) 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Definition: Asymmetries in formulations, follow-up questions, emotional colouring. 

Finding 1: Benevolent presentation of Macron's action in Africa 

Timestamp: ~24:00 

Triggering event: Announcement of the Africa-France summit in Nairobi with Macron present. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

*"E.Macron is in Kenya for the Africa-France summit. It is the first time it is not taking place in a 
French-speaking country. This is no coincidence. E.Macron wants to forge ties with new English-
speaking countries"* 

Comparison: No other head of state or political official is presented with such an attribution of positive intentionality 
("wants to forge ties"). Political opponents, when mentioned (Sahelian juntas), are described by their negative 
actions (expulsion of France), not by their intentions. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — The presenter adopts the government's point of view ("wants to forge ties") without 
journalistic distance, whereas a neutral formulation would have been: "E.Macron is attending the Africa-France 
summit, which is being held for the first time in an English-speaking country". 

 

Finding 2: Absence of critical questioning on the 23 billion announced 

Timestamp: ~31:00 

Triggering event: Macron's announcement of 23 billion euros of investment in Africa. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

*"E.Macron announced it just now: 23 billion euros are to be invested on the continent"* 

Comparison: On the topic of delayed fuel subsidies (~21:00), the presenter introduces the topic with: "They were 
announced, but their release is taking time" — a critical framing absent for Macron's announcements on Africa. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — Domestic government announcements (fuel subsidies) are presented with a critical 
framing (delay, inefficiency), while international presidential announcements (23 billion) are reproduced without 
questioning their realism or timeline. 

 

Finding 3: Emotional tone on hantavirus 

Timestamp: ~01:00 

Triggering event: First topic of the edition — hantavirus case. 

Quote 
(presenter)  

*"France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus"* 

Comparison: On the storms topic (~18:30), the presenter uses a factual tone: "It has rained twice as much in the 
last 10 days as in the whole of April". On the Denver accident (~22:30), the tone is also factual. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — The hantavirus topic benefits from an amplified emotional framing ("maximum alert") 
not applied to other potentially serious topics (fatal fire in Décines, shooting in Nice). 
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Summary: The presenter's behaviour reveals a structural asymmetry between the benevolent treatment of 
international presidential action and the critical treatment of domestic policies, as well as selective emotional 
amplification on the health topic. 
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13. QUESTION ASYMMETRY (Asymmetry of questions) 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Asymmetry 1: Questions to Marray residents vs. absence of questions to health authorities 

To Marray residents, ~08:00: "Doesn't that worry you?" — gentle, open, reassuring 

To health authorities (S. Rist, Lecornu): no direct question asked — statements are reproduced without questioning. 

Comparison: Ordinary citizens are questioned about their emotions, while political officials (Minister of Health, Prime 
Minister) are never subjected to a critical question about crisis management or response times. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — Authorities benefit from reproduction of their statements without contradiction, while 
citizens are questioned about their fears. 

 

Asymmetry 2: Questions to farmers vs. absence of questions to the government on delayed subsidies 

To shipowner Jérôme Nicol, ~21:30: "If the subsidies don't come through by the end of June, we'll be in serious 
difficulty" — the implicit question is put to the victim, not the responsible party. 

To the government: no question, no government representative is asked to explain the delays. 

Comparison: The topic of delayed fuel subsidies is treated solely from the perspective of the victims (farmers, 
hauliers), without confrontation with those responsible for the delay. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — Structural asymmetry between the voice given to victims and the absence of 
questioning of those responsible. 

 

Asymmetry 3: Questions on Senegal — pro-investment interlocutors only 

To pro-investment Senegalese interlocutors (~27:00): "The positive point is flexibility?" — suggestive, positively 
oriented question. 

No question to an interlocutor critical of the Chinese model or French policy. 

Comparison: All questions asked in the large Africa feature orient towards a validation of the finding (French decline 
= inevitable fact, China = effective partner), without a contradictory question. 

Asymmetry: Demonstrated — The questioning is structurally oriented towards confirmation of the editorial framing. 

 

Summary: The asymmetry of questions is systematic: government authorities are never questioned directly, while 
citizens and economic actors are questioned about their emotions and difficulties. The questions asked in the 
large Africa feature are suggestive and oriented towards validation of the framing. 
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14. FALSE BALANCE 7/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: False balance on military AI — creator of the system vs. himself 

Timestamp: ~20:30–21:00 

Construction: The report on Maven presents General Shanahan both as a defender of the system ("very useful for 
identifying targets") and as a critical voice ("I am beginning to wonder if it can do things I had not foreseen"). This 
self-criticism is presented as "balance". 

Analysis: There is no genuine balance — the only critical voice is that of the creator himself, who remains 
fundamentally favourable to the system. The absence of a specialist in humanitarian law, an NGO or an 
independent researcher creates a false balance between two positions from the same camp (pro-military AI with 
nuances vs. pro-military AI without nuances). 

 

Finding 2: False balance on the French decline in Africa — one successful French company vs. a majority of 
failures 

Timestamp: ~28:30–30:00 

Construction: After documenting the massive decline of French companies in Senegal (5% of markets), the report 
presents the example of the company Ragni (solar street lights) as proof that "there are still French companies 
winning contracts". 

Analysis: One example of success on a 70 million euro contract is presented as a counterpoint to a structural 
decline documented across billions of euros of markets. This false balance creates an impression of a nuanced 
situation where the data presented indicate a massive imbalance. 

 

Summary: The false balances in this programme serve two opposing functions: minimising the seriousness of the 
French decline in Africa (by presenting an isolated success as a counterweight), and simulating a debate on 
military AI by only inviting voices from the same camp. 
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15. AGENDA-SETTING 6/10 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 

Finding 1: Hantavirus as a priority national threat 

Item placed on the agenda: The management of hantavirus is presented as the absolute national health priority. 

Timestamp: ~01:00 — Evidence: "France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus" — absolute opening of the 
programme, 10 minutes of coverage. 

Alternative agenda: Chronic diseases (cancer, cardiovascular diseases), medical deserts, or the hospital crisis 
would have far greater health relevance for the French population. Hantavirus, with a single positive patient on 
French territory, is elevated to the status of a national priority at the expense of structural health topics. 

 

Finding 2: The French decline in Africa as a non-political fait accompli 

Item placed on the agenda: The decline of French influence in Africa is presented as an objective phenomenon to 
be managed, not as a debated political issue. 

Timestamp: ~24:00 — Evidence: "E.Macron wants to forge ties with new English-speaking countries, as French 
influence recedes across the entire continent" 

Alternative agenda: Political responsibility for this decline (Françafrique policy, support for authoritarian regimes, 
conditions of economic agreements) should have been on the agenda, with voices from the French opposition and 
critical African experts. 

 

Finding 3: Urban security as a pure drug trafficking problem 

Item placed on the agenda: Urban violence (Nice, Décines) is presented exclusively as a drug trafficking problem 
requiring police responses. 

Timestamp: ~02:00 — Evidence: "a shooting in broad daylight leaves 2 dead and 3 wounded in the sensitive 
neighbourhood of Les Moulins" / "a territorial war is underway" 

Alternative agenda: The social and economic causes of urban violence (poverty, unemployment, desertion of public 
services, urban policy) should have been on the agenda to offer a complete analysis. 

 

Summary: The agenda-setting of this programme elevates anxiety-inducing topics with low real risk (hantavirus) to 
the status of national priorities, while naturalising politically contestable phenomena (African decline, urban 
violence) as technical facts to be managed rather than political issues to be debated. 
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CHAPTER 4 — OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

 

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF THE 15 CRITERIA 

 

Individual scores — The 15 criteria 

No. Criterion Score Classification 

1 EXPERT SELECTION (Choice of experts) 5 ●●● 

2 SOURCE SELECTION (Choice of sources) 5 ●●● 

3 TIME DISTRIBUTION (Allocation of airtime) 6 ●●● 

4 OMISSION (Selective omission) 5 ●●● 

5 FIGURES MANIPULATION (Manipulation of figures) 6 ●●● 

6 GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 8 ●●●● 

7 TIMING 7 ●●●● 

8 SELECTIVE OUTRAGE (Selective indignation) 7 ●●●● 

9 COMPLETENESS 7 ●●●● 

10 FRAMING 6 ●●● 

11 WORD CHOICE AND CONCEPTS (Choice of words and concepts) 6 ●●● 

12 PRESENTER BEHAVIOUR (Presenter behaviour) 7 ●●●● 

13 QUESTION ASYMMETRY (Asymmetry of questions) 6 ●●● 

14 FALSE BALANCE 7 ●●●● 

15 AGENDA-SETTING 6 ●●● 

 

HARD FACTS SCORE (1-8) 6.2/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

 

SOFT FACTS SCORE (9-14) 6.3/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

 

OVERALL SCORE 6.3/10 
Serious deviation from the duty of impartiality. High 
degree of deviation 

Average of Hard Facts and Soft Facts 
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KEY — Meaning of scores 

 

Individual scores per criterion (0–10) 

0 No finding No relevant anomaly detected. 

1–2 Weak finding Minor anomaly without substantial impact on balance. 

3–4 Slight to moderate finding Recognisable tendency; low to moderate impact relevance. 

5 
Moderate finding with 
impact 

Relevant imbalance affecting the public's opinion-forming potential. 

6 
Significant finding 
(threshold) 

Scores of 6 and above are classified as "significant findings". 

7 Significant finding Clear and well-documented imbalance with distinct impact relevance. 

8–9 Serious finding 
Pronounced imbalance; several individual findings documented within this 
criterion. 

10 Maximum severity Systematic and widespread imbalance within this criterion. 

 

Aggregated deviation index — Interpretation ranges 

0.0 – 2.5 Unremarkable 
No significant pattern detected; the programme respects the duty 
of impartiality. 

2.6 – 4.0 Slight imbalance 
Isolated anomalies; statistically visible but within the tolerance 
zone. 

4.1 – 6.0 Significant imbalance 
Several significant findings; relevant impairment of diversity of 
perspectives. 

6.1 – 8.0 
Serious deviation from the duty 
of impartiality. High degree of 
deviation 

Pronounced patterns across programmes; high impact relevance. 

8.1 – 10 
Fundamental systemic partiality. 
Very high degree of bias 

Maximum severity on almost all criteria; systematically partial 
reporting. 

 

Politico-partisan bias (-5 to +5) 

-5 to -3 
Strongly 
disadvantaged 

The party is clearly under-represented in framing, airtime or presentation. 

-2 to -1 Slightly disadvantaged Recognisable but minor disadvantage. 

0 Neutral No detectable favouritism or disadvantage. 

+1 to +2 Slightly favoured Recognisable but minor favouritism. 

+3 to +5 Strongly favoured The party is clearly over-represented in framing, airtime or presentation. 
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CHAPTER 5 — LEGAL ASSESSMENT (Law 86-1067 / ARCOM) 

 

Assessment according to Law no. 86-1067 and the France Télévisions Terms of Reference 

Breach 1: Pluralism deficit on Macron's Africa policy 

Standard: Law 86-1067 Art. 1 (pluralism of currents of thought and opinion) / France Télévisions Terms of Reference 
Art. 2 (balance of viewpoints) 

Fact: The large feature devoted to the decline of French influence in Africa (~24:00–31:00, approximately 8 minutes) 
presents no voice from the French opposition (LFI, RN, PS, LR) nor any critical African expert, even though the topic 
is directly linked to the action of the incumbent President of the Republic. 

Evidence: Timestamp ~24:00–31:00 — Quote: "E.Macron wants to forge ties with new English-speaking countries" — 
No contradictory voice throughout the entire segment. 

Assessment: This breach of pluralism is all the more significant in that the topic is presented as the "large feature" of 
the programme, conferring particular editorial importance on it. The absence of any critical voice on presidential policy 
in an 8-minute segment constitutes an imbalance contrary to the pluralism obligations of Article 1 of Law 86-1067. 

Breach 2: Systematic absence of the political opposition throughout the programme 

Standard: Law 86-1067 Art. 3-1 (ARCOM — political pluralism) / ARCOM Decision on equitable treatment of political 
parties 

Fact: Throughout the programme (~35 minutes), no representative of an opposition party (LFI, RN, PS, LR, EELV, 
PCF, Reconquête) is consulted on any topic, including those that directly touch on their programmatic positions (urban 
security, Africa policy, agricultural subsidies, climate change). 

Evidence: Timestamp 00:00–35:00 — Documented absence of any political opposition voice throughout the entire 
transcript. 

Assessment: While this absence may be partially justified by the nature of the topics covered (health crisis, news 
items, international reports), it becomes problematic on topics with a clear political dimension (Macron's Africa policy, 
urban violence, delayed agricultural subsidies) where differentiated programmatic positions exist and would have 
enriched the viewer's information. 

Breach 3: Unsourced emotional amplification ("maximum alert") 

Standard: Law 86-1067 Art. 3-1 (honesty of information) 

Fact: The expression "France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus" is used at the opening of the programme 
without any health authority having officially declared such an alert. The American authorities cited in the same report 
state that "the risk to the public remains very, very low". 

Evidence: Timestamp ~01:00 — Quote: "France on maximum alert in the face of hantavirus" vs. ~11:30 — Quote: 
"The risk of hantavirus to the public remains very, very low" (American authorities). 

Assessment: The dissonance between the editorial framing ("maximum alert") and the statements of the health 
authorities constitutes a breach of the obligation of honesty of information provided for in Article 3-1 of Law 86-1067, 
insofar as it creates in the viewer a disproportionate impression of risk relative to the documented reality. 

Overall assessment — legal framework 

Law no. 86-1067 of 30 September 1986 guarantees in its Article 1 the pluralism of currents of thought and opinion in 
audiovisual communication services, and in its Article 3-1 entrusts ARCOM with the mission of ensuring the honesty, 
independence and pluralism of information and programmes, and respect for human dignity. The Terms of Reference 
of France Télévisions impose on its services an obligation of balance of viewpoints and editorial independence. The 
breaches identified in this programme — pluralism deficit on Macron's Africa policy, systematic absence of the political 
opposition, unsourced emotional amplification — do not constitute serious or deliberate violations of these obligations, 
but are part of a recurring editorial pattern that warrants vigilance from ARCOM. These breaches could be the subject 
of a referral to ARCOM by a political party or a viewers' association, on the basis of Article 42 of Law 86-1067 relating 
to the regulatory authority's powers of formal notice. It should be noted that ARCOM publishes monthly speaking time 
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statistics that would allow verification of whether the systematic absence of the opposition in this programme is part of 
a broader trend on the channel. 

IN-DEPTH SOURCE VERIFICATION (mandatory) 

1. French government (S. Rist, S. Lecornu) — hantavirus 

1. FUNDING: French state. Conflict of interest: institutional interest in appearing to manage the crisis effectively. 

2. MANDATE: Minister of Health and Prime Minister — political mandate, incompatible with a purely scientific 
assessment of risk. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Direct political interest in reassuring the population while demonstrating a firm 
response. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT: D1 Conflict of interest: -1 / D2 Personal risk: 0 / D3 Competence: +1 (political, not medical) / 
D4 Consistency: +1 / D5 Emotion vs. data: 0 / D6 Level: +1 (political primary source) → TOTAL: +2 → SOURCE 
LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Independent epidemiologist not cited. 

2. General Jack Shanahan (retired, creator of Maven) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN with reservation) 

3. Alex Karp (CEO Palantir) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW) 

4. Bohoum Sow (director of the Diamniado platform, Senegal) 

1. FUNDING: Senegalese public structure, probably co-financed by international donors. 

2. MANDATE: Attracting investors — structural pro-investment bias. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in promoting foreign investments, regardless of their origin. 

4. SOURCE LIGHT: D1 Conflict of interest: -1 / D2 Personal risk: 0 / D3 Competence: +1 / D4 Consistency: +1 / D5 
Emotion vs. data: +1 / D6 Level: +1 → TOTAL: +3 → SOURCE LIGHT: YELLOW 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Senegalese trade union, workers' rights NGO — not cited. 

5. Dr Safiathou Thiam (Director of the National Council for the Fight against AIDS, Senegal) 

(See detailed analysis Criterion 3 — SOURCE LIGHT: GREEN) 

6. Prosecutor of Nice 

1. FUNDING: Magistrate of the French state. 

2. MANDATE: Judicial investigation — compatible with a factual description of events, but not with a political or 
social analysis. 

3. CONFLICT OF INTEREST: Institutional interest in presenting an effective judicial response. 

D1 Conflict of interest: 0 
D2 Personal risk: 0 
D3 Specialist competence: +2 
D4 Opinion consistency: +1 
D5 Emotionalisation vs. data: +1 
D6 Source level: +2 
TOTAL: +6 → SOURCE LIGHT: ? 

5. COUNTER-VOICE: Defence lawyer, residents' association — not cited. 
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IMPORTANT: "Recognised" is not a factual qualification. No source in this programme is presented as 
"recognised" without further qualification — this point does not apply directly to this edition. 

Source credibility light: 

Source D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 Total Signal 

Prosecutor of Nice 0 0 +2 +1 +1 +2 +6 ? 

 

Legal and methodological framework 

No factual finding 
The findings presented do not constitute factual findings about individual persons, editorial 
teams or programmes. They are the product of a standardised operationalisation, and not 
a determination of individual responsibility. 

 

No legal judgement 

The aggregated deviation index does not replace a legal assessment within the meaning of 
Law 86-1067 Art. 43-11. The determination of whether a specific programme complies with 
legal requirements falls exclusively within the remit of the competent authorities (in 
particular Arcom). 

 

No proof of causality 
Statistical correlations must not be interpreted as proof of causal relationships or editorial 
intentions. Deviation values may be influenced by the choice of topics, the media 
environment, political controversy or format logic. 

 

No judgement of 
intent 

The analysis measures the observable structural characteristics of programmes. A score of 
7 means that a significant imbalance has been detected — not that the editorial team 
intended it. The methodology makes no claims about motivations or strategic objectives. 

 

Heuristic 
comparison tool 

The index serves for comparative pattern recognition across thousands of programmes, 
and not for precise metric measurement of individual segments. The thresholds serve as 
heuristic guidance, not as strict legal qualification. 
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ANNEX 1: NATIONAL LEGISLATION 

 

Legal basis France — France Télévisions, Radio France 

Law 

Law no. 86-1067 of 30 September 1986 on freedom of communication (Léotard Law) 

Relevant articles 

•  Art. 1: Communication to the public by electronic means is free. The exercise of this freedom [...] implies [...] the 
safeguarding of the pluralism of currents of thought and opinion. 

•  Art. 3-1 (ARCOM): The Regulatory Authority for Audiovisual and Digital Communication guarantees: the honesty, 
independence and pluralism of information and programmes, and respect for human dignity. 

•  Art. 43-11 (Public service mission): France Télévisions and Radio France: obligation of pluralism, rigour in the 
treatment of information, honesty, independence and respect for diversity of opinions. 

Terms of Reference 

•  France Télévisions Terms of Reference: Obligation of pluralism of perspectives and journalistic rigour. 

Speaking time rules 

•  Three-thirds rule abolished in 2017 

•  Since 2018: principle of Equity instead of strictly equal distribution 

•  ARCOM publishes monthly speaking time statistics for all parties 

Regulatory authority 

•  ARCOM (Regulatory Authority for Audiovisual and Digital Communication): Since 2022, merger of the CSA and 
Hadopi. Monitors pluralism, can impose sanctions (fines, licence withdrawal). 

Complaints procedure 

1. France Télévisions Ombudsman / Radio France Ombudsman 

2. ARCOM (complaint) 

3. Conseil d'État (administrative court) 
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Assessments and SVFAB membership 

 

On SVFAB.ch, you will find detailed assessments and can order them for any programme of your choice (paid service). 

To ensure the quality of our work, we depend on the contributions of our members and donors. 

 

Contact and further information: 

www.SVFAB.ch  |  Kontakt@SVFAB.ch 

 

Bank details:  PostFinance – POFICHBE 

IBAN:  CH32 0900 0000 1675 6251 1 

Beneficiary:  SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 

 

  

mailto:kontakt@SVFAB.ch


 

Schweizerischer Verein für ausgewogene Berichterstattung 
Association suisse pour une information équilibrée 
Associazione svizzera per un reporting equilibrato 

 

 
 

Président: Schläpfer, David  -  Contact : kontakt@SVFAB.ch  -  Adresse :    SVFAB, Postfach, CH-8021 Zürich 1 
Page 37 

 

 

The following books are available from SVFAB 

Orders at www.svfab.ch or kontakt@svfab.ch 

 

 

Unbalanced Information is the response to the halving initiative in 
Switzerland: the manipulation techniques are explained in detail, from 
personnel selection to source selection. Then 15 principles are 
explained: omission, framing, temporal framing, guilt by association, 
emotionalisation, suppression of context and many others, illustrated 
with numerous examples. In addition, one discovers where we 
ourselves apply these techniques — which promotes not only 
awareness but also empathy.  
Optionally, the book is accompanied by playing cards.  
Also available as an audiobook.  

  

 

The interview is not a conversation. It is a stage — and someone else 
has written the script. 
Those who are unaware of this provide material. Good quotes badly 
cut. Correct statements placed in the wrong context. Honest answers 
presented as admissions. 
This book is not a work of media criticism. It is a toolkit — for all those 
who face a microphone and want to know what to do. 7 chapters. 7 
tools: What an interview really is. The 7 most frequent traps. The three 
principles of sovereignty — anchor, reframe, delimit. Preparation in 
one hour. Body and voice. What to do when things go wrong. And what 
matters after the interview. 
For politicians, activists, entrepreneurs, whistleblowers — for all 
those who are exposed and want to understand how the game works. 
So that they stop playing along — and start shaping it. 
In A5 format. Direct. For preparation, consultation, follow-up and in 
case of difficulties 
 

 

You think you see the world. In reality, you see the frame that 
someone has placed around it. Framing is the oldest and most 
elegant manipulation technique in the world. It does not change the 
facts — it changes what we make of the facts. What we feel. What we 
believe. How we decide. And it works — because we all participate in 
it. Every day. Unconsciously. You too. This book is not a dry manual. It 
is a workbook — playful, direct, full of examples drawn from real life. 
You do not only learn how others frame you. You learn how you frame 
yourself — and how to use it consciously and fairly. 
Because those who understand framing see the world more clearly. 
Listen to the news differently. Conduct conversations with greater 
confidence. And no longer allow themselves to be so easily imposed a 
frame chosen by someone else. 
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With many exercises and concrete examples from politics, the media 
and everyday life — and a smile here and there. 
Framing with style. Because the frame changes everything. 
 

 

The SSR collects 1.56 billion francs per year — compulsorily, from 
every household. Anyone who feels treated unfairly can lodge a 
complaint. There is even an authority for this: the AIEP, the 
Independent Complaints Authority for Radio and Television. 
Only: it is not independent. It has no sanctioning power. And it 
decides in 99.6% of cases: nothing. 
This analysis exposes the system — factual, precise, without polemic. 
Procedures, personnel, competences, costs, statistics, avenues of 
appeal. And the constitutional examination that shows: the AIEP 
system meets none of the three fundamental criteria — it is neither 
proportionate, nor consistent with the separation of powers, nor 
market-compliant. 
The authority supposed to protect citizens primarily protects the 
system it is meant to oversee. 
Essential reading for all those considering a complaint — and for all 
those who want to understand why genuine media oversight in 
Switzerland is still lacking. 
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